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CHAP. X. 


Intitled, Jonas*; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gov. 





od ta book. 


, : 
sists: 


Pett 
unto thofe who believe, 


eeeeetre? LR. Thefe are the figns of the wile 
It is a ftrange thing unto the 
men of Mecca, that we have revealed 
our will unto a man from ainong them‘ 
faying, Denounce threats unto men if 
they believe not; and bear good tidings . 
that on the merit of their fin- 


cerity they have an intereft with their Lorn? The 
unbelievers fay, This is manifeft forcery *. Verily your 


Lorn is Gop, 
earth in fix days; 


take on himfelf the government of all things. 
js no interceffor, but by his permiffion*. 


@ This prophet is mentioned to- 
wards the end of the chapter, p. 13+ 

® See the Prelim. Dilc. fe&. II. 

- 78, 79+ 

Ret ‘Avaan from among them. ]—— 
And not one of the moft powerful 
among them neither ; fo that the Ko- 
reith faid it was a wonder Gon could 
find out no other meffenger than the 
orphan pupil of Abu Taleb (1). 


@ This is manifelt forcery.J—— 


who hath created the heavens and the 
and then afcended his throne, to 


There 
Thisis Gov, 


Meaning the Koran. According to 
the reading of fome copies, the words 
may be rendered, This man, fi. e. 
Mehammeg) is no other than a ma- 
nifeft forcerer. 

© There is no interceffor but by his 
permiffion.]—-Thefe words were re= 
vealed to refute the foolifh opinion 
of the idolatrous Meccans, who ima- 
gined their idols were interceffors 
with Gon for them, 


(1) Al Burpawr. — 


Vou, IL 


A 


your 


ry APPR OTR ANF * Cua. 10, 
your Lorn; therefore ferve him. “Will ye not con- 
fider? Unto him fhall ye all return, according to the 
certain promife of Gop: for he produceth ‘@ creature, 
and then caufeth it to return again; that he may re- 
ward thofe who believe, and do that which is right, 
with equify. «But as for the unbelievers, they’ fhall 
drink boiling water, and, they fhall fuffer a grievous 
punifhment, for that they have difbelieved. Itas he 
who hath ordained the fun‘to thine by day, and the 
moon for a light by night; and hath appointed ther 
flations, that ye might know ‘the number of years, 
and the computation of time. Gop hath not created 
this, but with truth, He explaineth his figns: unto 
people who underfland. Morcover in the viciffitude 
of night andaday, and whatever ‘Gop hath created in 
heaven and earth, are furely figns unto men who fear 
him. ‘Verily they who hope not to meet us at the 
Jaft-day, and delight in this prefent tife, and ref -fe- 
curely in the fame, and who are ne ligent’ of our 
figns; their dwelling fhall be hell-fire, for, that which 
they have deferved. But as to thofe who believe, 
aa work righteoufhefs, their Loxp ‘will dire@ them 
becaufe of their faith; they fhall have rivers flowing 
through gardens of pleafure. Their prayer: therein 
thall be, Praife be unto thee, O Gov! and their fa. 
IGtation’ therein {hall be, Peace! and the end of 
their prayer fhall be, Praife be unto God, the Lorn 
of all creatures! If Goo ‘fhould caufe evil to haften 
unto men, according to their defire of haftening 
good, verily their end mb been decrecd. Where. 
tore we fuffer thofe who hope not to meet us at the 
relurre&tion, to wander amazedly in their ‘error. 
When evil befalledh 4 man; he prayeth ‘unto us lying 
on his fide, or fitting, or ftanding®: but when we 
deliver him from his affliction, he continueth his for- 
mer courfe of life, as though he had not called upon 
us to defend him againft the evil which had befallen 


' Their falutation.]—Fither the 5 Lying, or fitting, or ftanding.] 


mutual falutation of the blefled to —i. e. in_all poftures, and at all 
ene another, of that of the angels ta times. 
the Lleffed, 


= him, 
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him. Thus was that which the tranfgveffors cdm- 
mitted prepared for them. We -have formerly de- 
ftroyed the generations who were before you, O men 
of Mecca, when they had a€ted unjufily, and our. 
apoftles had come unto them with evident miracles 
and they would not believe. Thus do.we reward the 
wicked people. Afterwards we did caufe you to fuc- 
ceed them in the earth; that we might fee how ye 
would aft, When our evident figns are recited unto 
them, they who hope not to meet us at the refur- 
reétion, fay, Bring a different Koray from this; or 
make fome change therein. Anfwer, It is not fit for 
me, that I fhould change it at cP espe 1 follow 
that only which is revealed to MS. Mealy Ear, 
if I fhould be difobedient unto my Lorn, the punifh- 
ment of the great day. Say, If Gon had fo pleafed, 
I had not read it unto you, neither bad I taught you 
the fame. I have already dwelt among you to the 
age of forty years", before I. received it. Do ye 
not therefore underftand? -And who is more unjuft 
than he who devifeth a lie againft Gon, or accufeth 
his figns of falfehood? Surely the wicked fhall not 
profper. They worthip befides Gop, that which can 
neither hurt them nor profit them, and they fay, 
Thefe are our interceffors with Gon*. Anfwer, Will 
ye tell Gon that which he knoweth not, neither in 
heaven nor in earth*; Praife be unto him! and far 
be that from him, which they affociate with him 


Men were profeffors of one religion only’, but they 
diffented 


* To the age of forty years.J—For 
fo oldwas Mohammed before he took 
upon him tobe a prophet (1) 5 du- 
ring which time his fellow-citizens 

: wel knew that he had not applied 
_himfelf to learning of any fort, nor 
“frequented learned men, nor had 

i ever exercifed himfelf in compofing 

verfes, or orations, whereby be might 
acquire the art of rhetdric, or cle- 
ance of fpeech(#). A flagrant proof, 
ays al Beidawi, that this book 


(1) Sec the Prelim. Dife. p, g6. Asuirep. Vit. Moh. c. 7. 


| the Prelim, Difc, p. 35, &c. 


could be taught him by none but 
Goo. a 
i See the Prelim. Dif. fe@. I. p- 
19, &c. 
k Will ye tell Gop that which he 
knoweth not, &c.J——viz. That he 
hath equals or companions either in 
heaven, or on earth; fince he ac- 
knowledgeth none? ; 

* Men were _profeffurs of one reli- 
gion only, &c.]—Thatis to fay, the 
trye religion, or Iflam, which was 


Ag 4 generally 


(2) See 


4 Ar KORAN, Cuar. 10,- 


diffented therefrom; and if a decrce had not previ- 
oufly iffued from thy Lorp, deferring their punifh-_ 
ment, verily the matter had been decided between 
- them, concerning which they difagreed. They fay, 
Unlefs a fign be {ent down unto him from his Lorp, 
we will not believe. Anfwer, Verily that which’ is 
hidden is known only uifto Gon: wait thercfore the 
pleafure of GOD; and I alfo will wait with you. And 
when we caufed the men of Mzcca to tafte mercy, 
after an affli€tion which had befallen them, behold, 
they devifed a ftratagem againft our figns™. Say 
unto them, Gop is more fiwift in executing a flratagem, 
than ye. Verily our meffengers® write down. that 
which ye deceitfully devife. It is he who hath given 
you convéniencics for travelling by land and by fea; 
fo that ye be in fhips, which fail with them, with a 
favourable wind, and they rejoice therein. And when 
a tempeftuous wind overtaketh them, and waves 
‘come upon them from every fide, and they think 
themfelves to be encompaffed with inevitable dangers; 
‘they call upon Gop, exhibiting the pure religion 
unto him’, and faying, Verily, if thou deliver us 
from this peril, we will be of thofe who give thanks. 
But when he had delivered them, behold, they be- 
haved themfelves infolently in the carth, without 
jaftice. O men, Verily the violence which ye com- 
‘mit againft your own fouls, is for the enjoyment of 
this prefent life only; afterwards unto us fhall ye re- 


generally profefled, as fome fay, uf perithing ; but no fooner relieved 


«Abel was murdered, or, as otbers, 
till the death of Noah. Some fup- 
pote the firft ages after the flood are 
here intended; others, whe fate of 
-religion.in Arabia, from the time of 
Abraham to that of Amru Ebn Lo- 
hai, the great introducer of idolatry 
into that country. 

m And when we caufed thofe of 
Mecca to tafe mercy after aff'iGion, 
&c, |For itis faid that they were 
afflicted with a dearth for feven 
years, fo that ghey were very near 


y Gop’s fending them plenty, than 
they began again to charge Moham- 
med with impofture, and to ridicule 
hie revelations (1). 

* Our meflengers,]——i. ¢, The 
guardian angels, 

° Exhibiting the pure religion un- 
to hin. j—That is, applying them- 
felveg to Gop only, and neglecting 
their idols ; their fears direéting them 
in fuch an extremity to atk help of 
him only who could give it. 


i) Al Berpaw:, 


turn, 


Cuar. 10. AL 


turh, and we will declare unto 


KORAN. 5 


you that which ye 


have done.. Verily the likenels of the prefent life is. 


no other than as water, which we 


fend down from 


heaven, and wherewith the produétions of the earth 
are mixed, of which men eat, and cattle alfo, until 


the earth. receive its vefture, 


various plants: 
they have power over 
cometh unto it by night, 


astthough it had not 
Thus do we explain 
confider. Gop inviteth 
and dire€teth whom he 
They who do right 


fhall receive a moft excellent reward, and a fuper- 


abundant addition? ; 
fhall cover their faces. 
of paradife; they 


{hall continue therein for ever. 


neither blacknefs', nor fhame 
Thefe fhal! be the inhabitants 


But 


they who commit evil fhall receive the reward of evil, 


equal thereunto’, 


and they fhall be covered with’ 


fhame, (for they fhall have no prote&tor againtt 


Gop ;) as though their fa 


profound darknefs of the night. 


ces were covered with the 


Thefe fhall be the 


inhabitants’ of hell-fire ; they {hall remain therein for 
ever. On the day of the refurre€tion we will gather 


them all together; then 


will we fay unto the idolaters, 


Get ye to your place, ye and your companions * : and 
we will feparate them from one another; and their 


companions {hall fay unto them, 


Ye did not worfhip 


us", and Gop is a fufficient witnefs between us and 


» Unto the dwelling of peace.J—~ 
viz. Paradife. 

« And a fuperabundant addition. |~ 
For their reward will vaftly exceed 
the merit of their goad works. Al 
Ghazali fuppofes this additional re~ 
compenfe will be the beatific vifion 


{1}. : 
* See the Prelim. Dife. p.114, &c. 
» Equal thereunto. ]—1. e. Though 


the blefled will be rewarded beyond, 


you; 


their deferts, yet Gon will not pu- 
nith any beyond their demerits, 
but treat them with the exaéteft jue 
tice. 

* And your companions.]—That 
is, your idols, or the companions 
which ye attributed unto Goo. - 

* Ye did not worfhip us. ]—But ye 
really worfhipped your own lofts, 
and were feduced to idolatry, not 
by us, but by your own foperftic- 
3 ous 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. p. 133. 


and be adorned with. 
the inhabitants thereof imagine that 
the fame; but our command 
or by day, and we render 
it as though it had been mowen, 
yefterday abounded with fruits. 

our figns unto people who 
unto the dwelling of peace’, 
pleafeth into the right way. 
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you; neither did we mind your worfhipping of us, 
There fhali every foul experience” that which it fhall 
have fent before it*, and they fhall be brought be- 
fore Gan, their true Lorn; and the fale deities 
which they vainly imagined, fhall difappear from 
before them. | Say, Who provideth you faod from 
heaven and carth? or who hath the abfolute power 
over the hearing and the fight? and who bringeth 
forth the living from the dead, and bringeth forth: 
the dead from the living? and who governeth all 
things? They will furely anfwer,’ Gan. Say, Will 
ye not therefore fear him? This is therefore Gop, 
your true Lorp: and what remaineth there after 
truth, except error? How therefore are ye turned 
afide from the tnath?  ‘Phus is the word of thy Lorp 
verified upon them who do wickedly ; that they be- 
Neve note Say, Is there any of your companions 
who produceth a creature, and then caufeth it to re- 
turn unto himfelf? Say, Gon produccth a creature, 
and then caufeth it to return unto himklf How 
therefore are ye turned afide from his worfhip? Say, 
Is there any of your companions who dire¢tcth unto 
the truth? Say, Gon ‘dire€teth unto the truth, 
Whether is he therefore, who direéteth unto the 
truth, more worthy to be followed; or he who di- 
recicth not, unlefs he be direGted? What aileth you 
therefore, that ye judge as ye do? And the greater 
part of them follow an uncertain opinion only; but 
a mere opinion attaineth not unto any truth. Verily 
Gop knoweth that whickthey do. This Koran 
could not have been compofed by any except Gon; 
but it is a confirmation of that which was revealed 
before it, and an explanation of the {cripture ; there 
is no doubt thereof; fent down from the Lorp of alt 


cus fancies. It is pretended, that worfhip of the pagan Arabs, are par- 
Gop will, at the Jafl-day, enable the _ ticularly intended in this place. 
idols to fpeak, and that they will = Shall experience. }]~Some copies 
thns reproach their worthippers, in- inflead of tablu, sead tatlu, i. e. 
flead of tnterceding for them, as fhall follow or meditate upon. 

they hoped. Some Tappote the an- * See chap. 2, p. 19. sfot. P. 

gels, who were alfo objets of the f° 


creatures, 
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creatures. Will they fay, Mouammen hath forged 
it? Anfwer, Bring therefore a chapter like unto it; 
and call whom ye may to your affiftance, befides Gov, 
if ye {peak truth. But they have charged that 
with falfehood, the knowledge whereof they do 
not comprehend, neither hath the jnterpretation 
thereof come unto them. In the famé manner did 
thofe who were before them, accufe their prophets 
of impofture; but behold, what was the end of the 
unjult. There are fome of them whe believe therein; 
‘and there are fome of them who believe not. there- 
in’: and thy Lorp well knoweth the corrupt doers. 
If they accufe thee of impofture, fay, I have my 
work, and ye have your work; ye fhall be clear of 
that which Ido, and I will be clear of that which ye 
do. There are fone of tiem who hearken unto-thee ; 
but wilt thou make the deaf to hear, althoagh they 
do not underftand? And there are fome of them who 
look at thee; but wilt thou direét the blind, although 


they fee not*, 


Verily Gov will not deal unjuftly 


with men in any refpect; but men deal unjuftly with 


their own fouls* 


On a certain day he will gather 


them together, as though they had not tarried® above 
an hour of a day: they fhall. know one another *. 


1 There are fome of them who be- 
lieve therein, &c.J—i. e, There are 
fome of them who are inwardly well 
fatisfied of the trath of thy doétrine, 
though they are fo wicked as to op- 
pofe it; and there are others of 
them who believe it. not, through 
prejudice and want of confideration. 
Or the paflage may be undesflood 
in the future tenfe, of fome who 
fhould afterwards believe, and re- 
pent, and of others who fhould die 
infidels (1). 

* There are fome of them who 
bearken unto thee ; but wilt thou 
make the deafto hear, &e.j—Thefe 
words were revealed on account of 
certain Meccans, who feemed to at- 
tend while Mohammed read the Ko- 


Ag 5 


(1) Al Brspawi. 


Then 


ran to them, or inflru&ed them in 
any point of religion, but yet were 
as far from being convinced or edifs 
ed, as if they had not heard him at 
all (2). 
~ * Gop will not deal unjuflly with 
meg; but they deal unjuftly with 
their own fouls. ]—For Gon deprives 
them not of their fenfes, or undere 
ftanding : but they corrupt and make 
an ill ufe of them. 

> As though they had net tarried.] 
-Either in the world, or in thegrave, 

* They fhall know one another. }— 
ms if it were a a Hue ae fince 
they parted. But this will hap; 
during the firft moments only’ of 
the refurreétion ; for afterwards the 
terror of the day will difturb as 

ta 


(2) Idem. See chap. 6 
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Then fhall they perifh who have denied the meeting 
of Gop; and they were not rightly dire€ted. Whe- 
ther we caufe thee to fee a part of the 
wherewith we have threatened them, or whether we 
caufe thee to die before thou fee it; unto us fhall they 
retyrn: thenefhall Gop be witnefs of that which they 
do. Unto every nation -hath an apoftle been fent: 
and when their apoftle came, the matter was decided 
between them with equity’; and they were not 
treated unjuftly. ©The unbelievers fay, When will this 
threatening be made good, if ye fpeak truth? Anfwer, 
{1am able neither to procure advantage unto myfeif, 
‘nor to avert mifchief from me, but as Gop pleafeth. 
Unto every nation is a fixed term decreed; when their 
term therefore is expired, they fhall not have refpite for 
an hour, neither fhall their punifhment be anticipated. 
Say, Tell me; if the punifhment of GOD overtake 
you by night, or by day, what part thereof will the 
ungodly wiih to be haftened? When it falleth on you, 
do ye then believe it? Now do yc believe, and wifh it 
far from you, when as ye formerly defired it fhould be 
haRencd? Then fhall it be faid unto the wicked, Tafte 
ye the punifhment of eternity: would ye receive other 
than the reward of that which ye have wrought: They 
wil defire to know of thee, whether this be truc. An- 
fwer, Yea, by my Lorn, it is certainly truc; neither 
thall ye weaken GOD's power, fo asto efcape it. Ve- 
rily, if every foul which hath a&ted wickedly had what- 
ever is on the earth, it. would willingly redccm itlelf 
therewith at the laft-day= Yet they will conceal their 
repentance‘, after the¥ fhall have feen the punifh- 


CHap. 10.: 


take from them all knowledge of regret (2); or becaufe their fur- 


ene another (1). 

4 The matter was decided between 
them with equity. ]—-By delivering 
the prophet and thofe who believed 
on him, and deltroying the obfti- 
nate infidels. 

© They will conceal their repen- 
tence,]——To hide their fhame and 


(1) Idem. 


(2) JarLaLo’ppin. 


prife and affonifhment will deprive 
them of the ufe of fpeech (3). Some, 
however, underftand the verb which . 
is here rendered, will conceal, ia the 
contrary fignification, which 11 fome- 
times bears; and then it muft be tranf- 
lated, They will openly declare their 
repentance, 


{3) Al Berpaws. 
ment : 
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ment: and the matter fhall be decided between them 
with equity; and they fhall not .be unjuftly treated, 
Aimiage: ypatfoever is in heaven and on earth belong 
UitaGon? .Is notthe promifeof Gon tme? But 
“the greater part of them know it not. He giveth 
life, and he caufeth to die; and unto him fhail ye 
all return. Omen, now hath an admonition come 
unto you from your Lorn, and a remedy for the 
doubts which are in your breafts; and a direétion,: 
and mercy unto the true believers. Say, Through the 
grace of Gon, and his mercy: therein therefore Ict 
them rejoice ; this will be better than what they heap 
together of worldly riches. Say, Tell me; of that 
which Gop hath fent down unto you for food, have 
ye declared part to be lawful, and other part to be 
unlawful'? Say, Hath Gop permitted you to make 
this diftingtion? or do ye devifea lie concerning Gop? 
But what will be the opinion of thofe who devife a 
lic concerning Gop, on the day of the refurreétion ? 
Verily Goo is endued with beneficence towards man- 
kind; but the greater part of them do not give 
thanks. Thou fhalt be engaged in no bufinefs, neither 
thalt thou be employed in meditating on any paffage 
of the Koran; nor fhall ye do any aétion, but we 
will be witnefles over you, when ye are employed 
therein. Nor is fo much as the weight of an ant* 
hidden from thy Lorn in earth orin heaven: neither 
is there any thing leffer than that, or greater, but it is 
written in the perfpicuous book”. Are not the 
friends of Gop the perfons on whom no fear fhall 
come, and who fhall not be grieved? They who be- 
lieve and fear GOD, fhall receive good tidings’ in 
this life, and in that which is to comé. There is no} 
change in the words of Gov. This fhall be 
great felicity. Let not their difcourfe’ grieve thee ; 
for all might belongeth unto Gon: he both heareth 


* See chap. 6. € Sce chap. 4. ! Their difcourfe.]—viz. The im. 
» ‘The perfpicuous book. |]—The pious and rebellious talk of the in- 
preferved table ; wherein Gon’s de- fidels. 
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and knoweth. Is not whoevcr dwelleth in heaven and 
on earth, fubjeét unto Goo? What therefore do they. 

follow, who invoke idols, befides Gop? _They 
nothing but a vain opinion; and oni , 
ETAL ee ICS ae 
smay take your reft thercin, and the clear day or 
labour: verily hercin ,are figns unto people who 
bearken, They fay, Gop hath begotten children: 
[Gon forbid! “He is felf-fufficient. Unto him be- 
Jongeth whatfoever is in heaven and on carth:. ye 
have no demonitrative proof of this. Do ye fpeak 
of Gop that which ye know not? Say, Verily they 
‘who imagine a lie concerning Gon, fhall not profper, 
They may enjoy a provifion in this world; but after- 
wards unto us fhath they return, and we will then 
caufe them to tafte a grievous punifhment, for that 
they were unbelievers. Rehearfe unto them the 
hiftory of Noau*: when he faid unto: his people, 
O my people, if my ftanding forth among you, and 
my warning you of the figns of Gon, be grievous 
unto you; in Gop do [ put my truft. Therefore 
lay your defign again!t me, and affemble your falfe 
gods; but let not your defign be carried on by you in 
the dark: thcn come forth againit me, and delay 
mot. Andif ye turn afide from my admonitions, I afk 
*motany reward of you for the fame'; I expeét my re- 
ward from Gop alone, and I am commanded to be one 
of thofe who are refigned unto him. But they accufed 
dim of impofture; wherefore we delivered “him, and 
thofe who were with him in the ark, and we cauled 
them to furvive the flood, but we drowned thofe who 
charged our figns with falfehood. Behold therefore, 
what was the end of thofe who were warned by Noau. 
“Then did we fend, after him, apoftles unto their 
‘refpettive people”, and they came unto them with 
evident demouftrations: yet they were not difpofed 
uy rae poset reward, &c,J—— tn ther eatin sonst As Tak 
Therefore ve cannot excufe your- Saleh, Abraham, Lot, and Shoaib, to 
Selucs bv faving that lam burthen- thofe gf Ad, Thamtid, Babel, So- 
fome to you. dom, and Midian. ‘ 
0 
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io believe in that which they had before rejeGted as 
falfs. ‘bus do we feal up the hearts of the tran{- 
greffars. Then did ve fend, after them, Moses and 
‘ARON Urto Puaraon, and his princes with our 
figns?: biut they behaved proudly, and were a wicked 
people. And when the truth from us had come 
“unto them, they faid, V crily this is manifeft forcery. 
Moses faid unto them, Do ye fpeak this of the truth, 
afic: it hath come unto you? Is this forcery ? but 
forcerers fhall not profper. ‘They faid, Art thou 
,come unto us to turn us afide from that religion, 
which we found our fathers prattite ; and that ye 
two may have the cominand in the Jand? But we 
do not believe you, And. Puarsan. faid, Bring 
unto me every expert magician. And when the 
magicians were come, Mosrs -laid unto them, 
Calt down tat which ye are about to caft down, 
And when they had calt down their rods and cords 
Moses {aid unto them, The enchantment which ye 
have performed, fhall Goo furely render. vain; for 
Gop profpercth not the work of the wicked doers. 
‘And Gop will verify the truth of his words, although 
the wicked be averfe thereto. And there believed 
not any on Moszs, except a generation of his peo- 
ples, for fear of Puaraon and of his. princes, left - 
he fhould affi& them. And Paaraon was lifted 
up with pride in the earth, and was furely one of the 
tranfgreflors. And Moszs {aid, © my people, if 
ye belicve in Gop, put your truft in him, if ye be 
refigned to his will. They anfwered, We put our 
trult in Gon: O Lorp, fuffer us not to be affliéted 
by unjuft people; but deliver us, through thy mercy, 
-from the unbelieving people. And »we fpake by 
infpiration unto Moses and his brother, faying, 


» Sce chap, 7. 

+ Except a generation of his peo- 
ple. J—-—For when he firft began to 
preach, a few of the younger Ifra- 
clites only believed on him; the 

* others not giving ear to him, for 


fear of the king. But fome fuppofe 


the pronoun, bis, refers to Pharaoh, 
and that thefe werecertain Egyptians, 


who, together with bis wile Alia, 
believed on Moles (1). 


(x Al Berpawi. 


Provide 
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Provide habitations for your people in Ecyrr, and 
make your houles a place of worfhip*, and be con- 
flant at prayer; and bear good news unto true be- 
lievers. And Moses faid, O Lorn, verily thou 
haft given unto Puaraon and his people pompous 
ornaments’, and riches in this prefent life, O Lorn, 
that they may be feduced from thy way: O Lorp, 
bring their riches to nought, and harden their hearts ; 
that they may not believe, until they fee their griev- 
ous punifhmént. GOD faid, Your petition is 
heard': be ye upright therefore‘, and follow not 
the way of thofe who are ignorant. And we caufed 
-the children of Isxarx to pafs through the fea; and 
Puaraon and his army followed them in a violent 
and hoftile manner; until, when he was drowning, 
he faid, I believe that there is no Gop but he, on 
whom the children of Israzt believe; and I am one 
of the refigned'. Now doft thou believe; whcn thou 
haft been hitherto rebcllious, and one of the wicked 
doers? This day will we raife thy body" from the 

: bottom 
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» A place of worfhip. J~So Jalla- 
do’'ddin expounds the original word 
Kebla, which properly fignilies that 
“place or quarter towards which one 
prays. Wherefore al Zamakhfhari 
fuppofes, thatthe Ifraelites are here 
ordered to difpofe their oratories in 
ducha manner, that, when they pray- 
ved, theiy faces might be turned to- 
avards Mecca; which he imagines 
avas the Kebla of Mofes, as it is that 
ofthe Mobammedans. The former 
commentator adds, that Pharaoh had 
Yorbidden the Ifraelices to pray to 
Gon; for w reafon they were 
obliged to perform that duty private- 
‘$y in their houtes, 
“¢ Ornaménts.J—-As magnificent 
apparel, chariots, and the itke, 

* Your petition is heard. ] The 
pronoun 1s in the dual number ; 
the antecedent being Mofes and 
Aaron: The commentators fay, that 
+2 confequeuce of this prayer, all 














the treafures of Egypt were turned 
into ftones (1). 

* Be ye upright.]—Or as al Bei- 
dawi interprets it, Be ye conftant 
and fteady in_ preaching to the peo- 
ple. The Mohammedans pretend 
that Mofes continued in Egypt nox 
lefs than forty years, after he had 
firft pudlifhed bis miffion: which 
cannot be reconciled to {cripture. 

' T believe that there is no Gop 
but he, &c. }-Thefe words, it is faid, 
Pharaoh repeated often in his extre- 
mity, that he might be heard. But 
his repentance came too late; for 
Gabriel foon flopped his mouth 
with. mud, left he fhould obtain 
mercy; reproaching him at the 
ie time in the words which fol- 
low. 

* We' will raife thydead body. &e.] 
——Some of the children of Ifracl 
doubting whether Pharaoh was really 
drowned. Gabriel, by Gon’s com- 

mand, 


i 


1) JALLALO’DDEN, 
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bottom of the fea, that thou mayeft be a fign unto 

ithofe who fhall be after thee; and verily a great 
“number of our men are negligent of our figns. And 
:we prepared for the children of Israzx an eftablifhed 
dwelling in the land of Canaan, and we provided 

‘good things for their fuftenance: and they differed 
notin point of religion, until knowledge had come 

unto them”; verily thy Lorp will judge between 

them on the day of refurretion, concerning that 

wherein they difagreed. If thou art in a doubt con- 

cerning any part.of that which we have fent down 

unto thee *; afk them who have read the book of the 

law before thee. Now hath the truth come unto 

thee from thy Lorn; be not therefore one of thofe 

who doubt: neither be thou one of thofe who charge 

the figns of Gon with falfehood, left thou become one 

of thofe who perifh. Verily thofe againft whom the 

word of thy Lorn is decreed, fhall not believe, al- 

‘though there come unto them every kind of miracle ; 
“until they fee the grievous punifhment prepared for 
them. And if it were not fo, fome city, among the 

many which have been deftroyed, would have believ- 

éd; and the faith of its inhabitants would have been of 

advantage unto them: but none of them believed, be- 

fore the exccution of their fentence, except the people 

of Jonas‘. When they believed, we delivered them 

from 


mand, caufed his naked corple to 
fwim, to fhore, that they might fee 
(ij. The word here tranflated 
body, fignifying alfo a coat of mail, 
fome imagine the meaning to be, 
,that his corpfe floated armed with 
“hiscoat of mail, which they tell us 

_ was of gold, by which they knew 
that it was he. 

* Until after knowledge had come 
unto them.]—i. e. After the law had 
pen revealed, and publiflied by Mo- 

cs. 

* Concerning that_which we have 

Sent dgwn unto thee, ]— That is, con- 


r 


cerning the truth of the hiftories 
which are here related. The com- 
mentators doubt wheiher the per- 
fon here fpoken to, be Mohammed 
himfelf, or his auditor. 

y ‘The people of Jonas. }-viz. The 
inhabitants of Ninive, which fteod 
on or near the place where al 
Mawfel now fands. This people 
having corrupted themlelves with 
idolatry, Jonas the fon of Mattat 
(or Amittaz, which the Mobamme- 
dans fuppofe to be the name of his 
mother,) an Ifraelite of the tribe 
of Benjamin, was fent by Goo to 

preach 


(1) See Exod, xiv. ge. 
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from the punifhment of fhame in this world, and 
fuffered them to enjoy their lives and poffeflions for a 
time*. But if the Lorp had pleafed, verily all 
who are in the earth would have belicved in general. 
‘Wilt thou therefore forcibly compel men to be ‘irue 
believers? No foul can believe, but by the permiflion’ 
of Gon: and he fhall pour out his indignation on 
thofe who will not underftand. Say, Confides what- 
ever is in heqven and on earth: but figns are of no 
avail, neither preachers unto people who wil! not be-, 
lieve. Do they therfore expe& any other than fome 
terrible judgment, like unto the judgments which have 
fallen on thofe who have gone before them?» Say, 
Wait ye the iffue ; and 1 alio will wak with you: then 
will-we deliver our apoftles and thofe who believe. 
Thus it is a juftice due from us, that we fhould deli- 
ver the true believers. Say, O men of Mecca, if 
ye be in doubt concerning my religion, verily I wor- 
{hip not the idols which ye worthip, belides Gov ? 
but I worfhip Gop, who will caute you to die: and I 
am commanded to be one of the true believers. And 
it was faid unto me, Sct thy face towards the true reli- 
gion, and be orthedox ; and by no means be one of 
thofe who attribute compani unto Gon; neither 
invoke, befides Gon, that which can neither profit 
thee nor hurt thee: for if thou do, thou wilt then 
certainly become one of the unjuft. If Gop afflict 





preach to, and reclaim them. 
‘When he firft began to exhort them 
to repentance, inflead of hearken~ 
ing to him, they ufed him very ill, 
fo that he was obliged to leave the 
city, threatening them, at his de- 
,parture, that they fhould be de- 
ftroyed within three days, or as 
others fay, within forty (1). But 
when the time drew near, and they 
faw the heavens overcalt with a 
black cloud, which fhot forth fre, 
and filled the air with fmoke, and 


(1) See Jonah iit. 4. 
Sce chap. 21, and 37. 


hung dire@ly over their city, they 
were in a terrible confternatien, and 
getting into the fields, with their fa- 
milies and cattle, they put on fack» 
cloth, and humbled themfelves be- 
fore Gop, calling aloud for pardony 
and finccrely repenting of their patt 
wickednefs. Whereupon Gon was 
pleafed to forgive them, and the 
ftorm blew over (2). 
* For a time.J—i.e. Until the: 

died according to the ordinary courfe 
of nature. 


(2) Al Berpawi, Jatuazo’oprn, Aaurren, 


thee 
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thee with hurt, there is none who can relieve thee 
“from it, except he ; and if he willeth thee any good, 
there is none who can keep back his bounty: he will 
confer it on fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth; and 
he is gracious and merciful. Say, O men, now 
ath the truth come unto you from your Lorn. He 
therefore who fhall be direéted, will be direfted to 
the advantage of his own foul; but he who fhall err, 
will err only againft the fame. [am no guardian over 
you. Do thou, O prophet, follow that which is re- 
Sealed unto thee : and perfevere with patiencey until 
Gop fhall judge; for he is the beft judge. 





CHAP. XL 


{ntitled, Hun’; revealed at Mecca, 


_ In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.R.* This book, the verfes whereof are 
; guarded againft corruption 5, and are alfo di- 
fin@ly explained’, is a revelation from the wife, the 
knowing GOD: that ye ferve not any other Gon;|, 


© The fory of which prophet is pofed in a clear and perfpicuous 


repeated in this charter, 
*b See the Prelim. Ditc. p. 78, &c. 
© The verfes whercof are guarded 
againft corruption, |—According to 
the various fenfes which the verb 
ohkimat, in the original, may bear, 
the commentators fuggefl as many 
different interpretations. Some fup- 
pofe the meaning to be, according 
to our verfion, that the Koran is not 
fiable to be corrupted (1), as the 
Jaw and the gofpel have been, in 





' the opinion of the Mohamimedans : 
. others, that every verfe in this par- 


ticular chapter is in full force, and 
not ene of them abrogated : others, 
that the verfes of the Korda are dif- 


> (1) See the Prelim. Difc. p. 98, 99. 


Loppix, Al ZamaKuawaRt, Gc. 


method, or containevident and de- 
monfiative arguments: and others, 
thas they comprife judicial declara- 
tions to regulate both faith and prac- 
tice (2). 3 

4 And are’ alfo diftinOly explain- 
ed.]—The fignification of the verb 
fofilat, which is here .ufed, being 
allo ambiguous, the meaning of this 
palfage is [uppofed to be, either thar 
the verfes are diftin&ily propofed or 
expreffed in a clear manuer ; or thatr 
the fubje& matter of the whole may 
be diflinguithed or divided into laws, ~ 
rmonitions, and examples ; or ele 
that the verles were revealed by 
parcels (3). ‘ 


(2) Al Berpawi, Jacca- 


(3) Eidem. 
(verily 


ry 
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(verily I-am a denouncer of threats, and a bearer of 
good tidings unto you from him;) and that ye afk* 
pardon of your Lor, and then be turned. unto him, 
He will caufe you to enjoy a plentiful provifion, un- 
til a prefixed time: and unto every one that hath 
merit by. good works, will he give his abundant re; 
ward. But if ye turn back, verily I fear for you the 
punifhment of the great day: unto Gop thail ye re- 
turn; and he is almighty. Do they not double the 
folds of their breafts*, that they may conceal their 
defigns from him? When they cover themfeives with 
their garments, doth he not know that which they 
conceal, and that which they difcover? For he know- 
feth the innermolt parts of the breafts of men‘ 


XILJ* There is no creature which creepeth on the earth, 


jbut. Gop provideth its food; and he knoweth the 
place of its retreat, and where it is laid up*. The 
whole is written in the perfpicuous book of his de- 
crees, It ishe who hath created the heavess and the 
earth, in fix days, (but his throne was above the 
waters before the creation thereof",) that he might 
prove you, and {ee which of you would excel .in 
works. If thou fay, Ye {hall furely be railed again, 


© Do they not double the folds of — © The place of its retreat, and 


their breafls. |~~-Or as it may be 
tranflated, Do they not turn away 
their breafts, &c. : 

€ This paifage was occafioned by 
the words of certain idoluters, who 
faid to one another, When we let 
down our curtains, (fuch as the wo- 
men ufe in the eaft to fereen them- 
{elves from the fightof the men, when 
they happen to be in the room,) and 
wrap ourfelves up in our garments, 
and foldup our breafts, to conceal our 
malice againft Mohammed, how 
fhould he come to the knowledge of 
it? Some fuppofe the pallage relates 
to certain hypocritical Moflems ; but 
this opinion 1s generally rejeéted, be- 
caufe the yerfe was revealed at Mec- 
sca, and the birth of hypocrify among 
“the Mohammedans happened nottill 
aafter the Hejra. 


where it is laid up.J——i. e Both 
during its life, and after its death ; 
or the -repofitory of every anima}, 
before its birth, in the loins an 
‘wombs of the parents. . 

+ But his throne was above the wa- 
ters, before the creation thereof. }— 
For the Mohammedans fuppofe’ this 
throne, and the waters whereon it 
ftands, which waters they imagine 
are fupported by a {pirit or wind, 
were, with fome other things, cra- 
ated before the heavens and carth. 
This fancy they borrowed from the 
Jews, who alfo fay, that thethrone 
of glory then ftood in the air, and 
yes borne on the face‘of the wa- 
ae by the breath of Gon’s mouth 
1). 2 


(1) Rasu1, ad Genel. i. 2, V. Rexdwo. derelig. Moh. ps 50, &e. 
afted 
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after death ; the unbelievers will fay, This is nothing 
but manifelt forcery. And verily if we defer their 
punishment unto a determined feafon, they will fay, 
What hindereth it from falling on us? Will it not 
come upon them on a day, wherein there {hail be 
none to avert it from them; and that which they 
{coffed at fhall encompafs them? Verily, if we caule 
‘man ‘to talte mercy from us, and afterwards take it 
away from him; he will furcly become defperate ', and 
ungrateful. | And if we caule himsto talte favour, 
after an affli@ion hath befallen him, he will furely fay, 
The evils which I {uffered are paffed from me; and he 
will become joyful and infolent: except thofe who 
perfevere with patience, and do that which is right ; 
they fhall receive pardon, and a great reward, Per- 
adventure thou wilt omit to publifh part of that which 
hath been revealed untb thee, and thy breaft will 
become {traitened, left they fay, Unlefs a treafure be 
fent down unto him, or an angel. come with him, to 
bear witnefs unto him, we will not believe. Verily 
thou art a preacher only ; and Gop isthe governor of 
all things. Will they fay, he hath forged the Koran? 
Anfwer, Bring therefore ten chapters* like unto it, 
forged by yourfelves; and call on whomfoever ye may 
to aflift you, except Gop, if ye fpeak truth, But 
if they whom ye call to your affiftance hear you" 
not; know that this book hath becn revealed by the 
knowledge of Gop only’; and that there is no 
Gop but he. Will ye therefore become Moflems ? 
Whofo choofeth the prefent life, and the pomp 
thereof, unto them will we give the recompenfe of their 


i Defperate. ]——Cafting afide all 
hopes of the divine favour, for want 
of patience and truft in Gop. 

* Ten ‘chapters. ]—This was the 
number which he’ firlt challenged 
them to eompole ; but they not be- 
ing able todo it, he made the mat- 
ter (lll eafier, challenging them to 
produce a fingle chapter only (1), 


1) See chap. 2. p. SueChap- 10. 


Vox. IL 


comparable to the Koran in dofttine 
and cloquence, 

1 By the knowledge of Gop only.J 
—-Or. containing feveral paflages 
wrapped up in dark and myi{terious 
expreflions, which can proceed from, 
and are perfeétly comprehended by, 
none but Gon (2}. 


(2) See chap. 3. p. 35+ 
works 
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works therein, and the fame fhall. not be diminifhed 
unto them. Thefe are they for whom no other re- 
ward is prepared in the next life, except the fire of 
hell: that which they have done in this life fhall 
perifh; and that which they have wrought fhall be 
vain. Shall he therefore be compared with them, who 
followeth the evident declaration of his Lorn, and 
whom a witnels from him™ attendeth, preceded by 
the book of Moses *, which was revealed for a guide, 
and out of mercy to mankind? Thele believe in the 
Koran: but whofoever of the confederate infidels 
believeth not therein, is threatened with the fire of 
hell, which threat fhall certainly be executed : be not 
therefore in a doubt concerning it; for it is the 
truth from thy Lorp: but the greater part of men 
will not believe. Who is more unjuft than he who 
imagineth a lie concerning Gon? They fhall be fet 
before their Loro, at the day of judgment, and the 
witneffes° fhall fay, Thefe are they who devifed lies 
againft their Lorp. Shall not the curfe of Gop fall 
on the unjuft; who turn men afide from the way of 
Goo, and feck to render jt crooked, and who believe 
not in the life to come ? Thefe were not able to pre- 
vail againft GOD on earth, foas toefcape punifhment 3 
neither had they any protcGors befides Gop : their 
‘punifhment fhall be doubled unto. them». They 
could not hear, neither did they fee. Thefe are 
they who have Joft their fouls; and the idols which 
they falfely imagined, have abandoned them. There 
is no doubt but they fhail be moft miferable. in the 
world to come. But as for thofe who believe, and 
do good works, and humble themfelves before their 
Lono, they fhall be the inhabitants of paradife ; they 
fhall remain thercin for ever. The fimilitude of the 
two paitics* is as the blind and the deaf, and as he 
™ A witnefs from him.]—viz. The own members, 

dn; ot, as others fuppole, the »: Their punifhment fhall be dou- 
Gabriel. bled.]—For they thall be punifhed 

ded by thebook of Mofes.] both in this life, and in tke next. 


bears tefimony thereto. 4% OF the wo parties. J—i. e, The 
believers and the infidels, 









whe 
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who feeth and heareth: fhall they be compared as equal ? 
Will ye not therefore confider? We formerly {ent 
Noau‘ unto his people; and he faid, Verily I ama 
public preacher unto you; that ye worfhip Gop alone: 
verily 1 fear for you the punifhment of the terrible day. 
But the chiefs of his people, who believed not, an- 
fwered, We {ce thee to be.no other than a man, like 
unto us; and we do not fee that any follow thee, ex- 
cept thofe who are the molt abje€t among us, who have 
believed on thee by a rafh judgment’, neither do we 
perceive any excellence in you above us: but we efteem 
you to be liars. Noau faid, O my people, tell me; if 
T have received an evident declaration from my Lorp, 
and he hath beftowed on me mercy from himfelf, which 
is hidden from you, do we compel you to receive the 
fame, in caie ye be averfe thereto ? O my people, I 
afk not of you any riches, for my: preaching unto you: 
my reward is with Gop alone, Iwill not drive away 
thofe who have believed ': verily they fhall meet their 
Lop, at the refurreétion ; but I perceive that ye are 
ignorant men. Omy people, who fhall affitt me againft 
Gon, if I drive them away? Will ye not therefore 
confider ? -I fay not unto you, The treafures of Gop 
are in my power ; neither do E fay, I know the fecrets 
of GOD: neither do I fay, Verily I am an angel”; 
neither do I fay of thofe whom your eyes do contemn, 
Gop will by no means beltow good on them: (Gop 
beft knoweth that which is in their fouls ;) for then 
fhould I certainly be one of the unjuft. They an- 
fweréd, O Noan, thou haft already difputed with 
us, and haft multiplied difputes with us; now there- 
fore do thou bring that punifhment upon us wherewith 
thou haft threatened us, if thou {peakeft truth, 


t See chap. 7- him to do, becaufe they were poor 
+ By a rath judgment.]—For want mean people. The fame thing the 
of mature confideration, and moved Korcith demanded of Mohammed, 
by the firfl impulfe of their fancy. but he was forbidden to comply with 
© Twill not drive away thole who their requefl (1). 
have believed. J—For this they aiked ™ See chap. 6, 


e@ (1) See chap. 6 
Ba Noau 
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Noan faid, Verily Gop alone fhall bring it upon 
you, if he pleafeth ; and ye fhall not prevail againft 
him, fo, as to efcape the fame. Neither fhall my 
counfel profit you, although I endeavour to coun- 
fel_you aright, if Gon. fhall pleafe to lead you into 
error. Heis your Lorp, and unto him {hall ye 
return, Will the Meccans fay, Monammen hath - 
forged the Koran? Anfwer, If I have forged it, - 
on me be my guilt ; and let me be clear of that which 
ye are guilty of. - And it was revealed: unto Noau, 
faying, Verily none of thy people fhall believe, 
except he who hath already believed: be not there- 
fore grieved, for that which they are doing. But 
make an ark in our prefence, according to the form 
and dimenfions. which we have revealed unto thee : 
and {peak not unto. me in behalf of thofe who have 
atted unjultly ; for they are doomed to be drowned. 
And he built the ark ; and fo often as a company of 
his people paffed by him, they derided him™: but 
he faid, Though ye {coff at us now, we will fcoff at 
you hereafter, as ye fcoff at us; and ye fhall furcly 
know on whom a punifhment fhall be infliéted, which 
fhali cover him with fhame, and on whom a lafting 
punifhment {hall fall. Thus were they employed unti} 
our {entence was put in execution, and the oven- 
poured forth water*. And we {aid unto Noan, Carry 
into 
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~ Thev derided him. ]—-For build- 
ing a veffel in an inland country, and 
fo far from the fea; and for that he 
was turned carpenter, after he had 
fet up for a prophet (1). 

* And the oven poured forth wa- 
ter.]—Or, as the original literally 
fignifies, boiled over ; which is con- 
{cnant to what the Rabbins fay, that 
the waters of the deluge were boiling 

0 





his oven. was, as fome fay, at 
Ciifa, in a fpot whereon a mofque 
now flands; or, as others rather 
think, ia certain place in India, 





(1) Al Beinaws, 


( , {2} Idem. 
{4) V. D'Heewsior, Bibl. Oricnt, art. Noa 


or elfe at Ain warda in Mefopota- 
mia (2); and its exundation was 
the fign by which Noah knew the 
flood was coming (3). Some pre- 
tend that it was the fame oven 
which Eve made nfe of to bake her 
bread in, being of a form different 
from thofe we ufe, having the 
mouth in the upper part, and that 
it defcended from patriarch to pa- 
triarch, till it came to Noah (4). It 
is remarkable that’ Mohammed, in 
all probability, borrowed this cir- 
cumfance from the Perfian Magi, 
who alfo fancied that the firft wa- 

ters 
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into the Ark of every fpecics of animals one pair’, and 
thy family*, (execpt him on whom a previous fen- 
tence of deftru@tion hath paffed*,) and thofe who be- 
lieve’. But there believed not with -him, except a 
few’. And Noas faid, Embark thereon, in the 
name of Gop; while it moveth forward, and. while 
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it ftandeth ftill’; for my Lorn is gracious and 


ters of the deluge. gnthed out of the 
oven of acer(ain old woman named 
Zala Citfa (1). 

Bur the word tannir, which is 
here tranflated oven, alfo fignifying 
the fuperficies of the earth, ora place 
whence waters {pring forth, or where 
they are collefed, fome fuppofe it 
means no more a this pafluge, than 


the {pot or fillure whence the firft. 


eruption of waters brake forth. 

Y One pair.]—Or, as the words 
may alfo be rendered, and fome com- 
aentators think they ought, two 

air, that is two males, and two 
females of each fpecies ; wherein 
they partly agree with divers Jewith 
and Ghriflian writers (2), who from 
the Hebrew expreffion, feven and 
feven, and two and two, the male 
and his female (3), fuppofe there. 
went into the ark fourteen 
every clean, and two pair of every 
unclean {pecies. There isa tradition 
that Gon gathered together unto 
Noah, all forts of bealls, birds and 
other animals, (it being indeed diffi- 
cult to conceive how he fhould come 
hy them all, without fome fuperna- 
tural affiftance,) and that as he laid 
hold on them, his right-hand coof- 
tantly fell on the male, and his left 
on the female (4)- . 

« Thy family. ]-Namely thy wife; 
and thy fons, and their wives (5). 

* Except him on whom a previous 


featence of deftru@tion hath paffed. J 


air of 


mer~ 
ciful, 


. 


This was an unbelieving fon of 
Noah (6), named Canaan (7), or 
Yam (8); though others fay he was 
not the fon of Noah, but his grand- 
fon by his fon Ham, or his wife’s 
fon by another hufband ; nay, fome 
pretend he was related to him no 
farther than by having been educated 
and brought up in his houfe (9). 
The beft commentators add, that 
Noah’s wife, named Waila, who 
was an infidel, ‘was alfo compre- 
hended inthis exception, and perifh- 
ed with her fon (10). 

> And thofe who believe. ]—No- 
ah’s family being mentioned ‘before, 
it is fappofed that by thefe words are 
intended: the other believers, who 
were his _profelytes, but not of his 
family: whence the common, opi- 
pion, among the Mohammedans,, of 
a greater number than cight being 
faved in the ark, feems to have taken 
its rife (11). = 

© There believed not with him ex- 
cepta few. |—-viz. His other wifes 
who was a troe believer, his three 
fons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet, and 
their wives, and feventy-two per+ 
fons more (12.) 

¢ Embark thereon in the name of 
Gop, while it moveth forward, and 
while it ftandeth ftill.}—That is, 
omit no opportunity of getting on 
board. Ascording to a different 
readeng, the latter words may be 
rendered, Who fhall caufeit to mane 
3 ‘ors 


(a) V, Hyog derel, vet. Perfar. and Loxn’s account of the relig. of the 


Perfees, p, 9: (2) Asew 


(3) Genef. vit.2. (4) Jaiato’ppin. 


7) Javvaso’apin, Al Bzrpawt. 
ZAMAKHSHARI. 


(12) See ibid. 


V.D’Heaset. Bibl. Orient. p. 
tavo’nory, AlZamaxusuaat, Al Berpawi 


Ezra, Justin Marry, Oricen, &e. 


(3) Al Berwaws. (6) Yaya. 
ct Al 


) Ean SHoanan. (9 
676. (10) Jaz- 
{11) See chap. 7. 
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ciful. And the ark fwam with them between waves 
like mountains‘: and Noau called unto his fon’, 
-who was ‘feparated from him, faying, Embark with 
us, my fon, and flay not with the unbelievers. He 
anfwered, I will get on a mountain, which will fe- 
cure me from’ the water. Noau replied, There is 
no {ecurity this day from’ the decree of Gop, except 
for him on whom he fhall have mercy. And a 
wave pafled between them, ahd he became one of 
thofe who were drowned. And it was faid, O earth, 
fwallow up thy waters, and thou, O heaven, with- 
hold thy rain. And immediately the water abated, 
and the decree was fulfilled, and the ark refed on 
the mountain AL Jyp1®; andit was faid) Away with 


forward, and to flop, as there fhall 
be occafion. ©The commentators 
tellus that the ark moved forwards 
or ftood fill, as Noah would have 
it, on his pronouncing only the 
words, In the name of Gop (1). 

Ic is to be oblerved, that the more 
judicious commentators, make the 
dim-nfions of the ark to be the fame 
with chofe affizned by Mofes (2) ; 
norwithfasding others have en- 
d thenr moft extravagandy 13), 
as fome Chriftian writers (3) have 
alfo doue. hey tikewife teil us 
thar Noah was two yearsin build. 
ing the ark, which was framed of 
Indian plane tree (5), that it was 
divided into three flories, of which 
the lower was defigned forthe beafts, 
the middle one for the men and 
women, and the upper for the 
birds (6); and that the men were 
feparated from the women by the 
body of Adam, which Noah had 
taken into the ark (7). This lait 





(1) Al Berpawt, &e. 
racc, in Alcor. p. 340. 
de Arca Noe, c. 8 | 
Fuiyes. p. 84. 
(7) Yauva. 


{2) Idem, &c. 

(4) Oarcen. contr, Celf. 1g. V. Kircuer. 
Gh Al Betoawt, V. D’Huraec. p. 675. & 
(6) Al Berpaws- V. 
(8) Jacon. Eozssenes, apud Barcepham de pasad. 


the 


is a tradition of the eaftern Chrifli- 
ans (8}, fome_ of whom pretended 
that ‘the matrimonial duty was fa- 
perfeded and fufpended during the 
time Noah and his family were in 
the ark (9); though Ham has been 
accufed of not obferving continency 
on that occafion, his wife, ig feems, 
bringing forth, Canaan in the very 


ar (or 

© Between waves like mountains. } 
~The waters prevailing fifteen cubits 
above the mountains (11), 

€ Sce above, not. *. 

© And the ark refled upon the 
mountain Al Jadt.]—This mountain 
isone of thofe which divide Armenia, 
on the fouth, from Mefopotamia, and 
that part of Affyria, which is inha- 
bited by the Curds, from whom the 
mountains took the name of Cardy, 
or Gardu, by the Greeks turned into 
Gordyzi, and other names (12). 
Mount Al Jadi, (which name feems 
to be a corruption, though it be 

con= 


(3) Yanya. V.tMar- 


Evsycu. annal. p. 34. 





pat. 1. c. 14. Euryew. ubi fup. V. etiam Exrezer. pitke c, 23. 


(9) Amsros. de Noa & Arca, ¢. 





(10) V. Heipeccsn. Hiit. 
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the ungodly people! And Noau called upon, his 
Loxp, and faid, O. Lorn, verily my fon is of my 
family ; and ‘thy promile js true®: for thou art the 
mott juft of thofe who exercie judgment. GOD 
anfwered, O Noau, verily he is not of thy family *: 
this interceffion of thine for him, is not a righteous 
work*. Afk not of me therefore that wherein thou 
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conflantly fo written by the Arabs, 
for Jordi or Giordi) 1s alfo called 
Thamania (1), probably “from a 
town at the foot of it (2}, fo named 
from the number of perfons faved 
jn the ark, the word Thamanio fig- 
nifying cighty, and overlooks the 
country oF Disar Rabiah, near the 
cities of Mawfel, Forda, and Jazi- 
rat Ebn Omar, which lall place onc 
affirms to be but four miles from the 
lace of the ark, aud fsys that a Mo- 
Fammedan temple was built, there 
with the remains of that veilel, by 
the Khalif Omar Ehn Abd’alaziz, 
whom he by miftake calls Omar Ebn 
al Khattab (3). 

The tradition which affirms the 
ark to have refted oa thefe moun- 
tains maft have been very ancient, 
fince it is the tradition of the Chal- 
deans themfelvés (4): the Chaldee 
paraphrafis confent to their opi i+ 
on (5), which obtained very much 
formerly, efpecially among the eaft- 
ern Chrifians (6). To confirm it, 
we are told, that the remainders of 
the ark were to be fecn on the 
Gordyzan mountains: Berofus and 
Abydenus both declare there was 
fuch a report in their time (7); the 
firft obferving that feveral of the in- 
habitants thereabouts {eraped the 
pitch off the planks asa rarity, and 
carried it about them for an amu- 
feet : and the latter faying, that the 
ufed the wood of the veffel againkt 





(1) Geogr. Nub. p. 202. 
& 676. & Acaturam, b. 14. p- 135+ 
(4) Berosus, apud-Jofeph. Antiq. 
natHan, in Genel, vill. 4. 


lt. c. 4. (5. 
(6) V. Euryca. Annal. p. 41. 


many difeafes with wonderful fuc~ 
cefs. The relics of the ark were 
alfo to be teen here in the time of 
Epiphanius, if we may believe him 
8): and we are told the emperor, 

eraclius went frem the town of 
‘Thamanin_up to the mountain Al 
Jadi, and faw the place of the ark (9). 
There was alfo formerly -a famous 
monaftery, called the monatery of 
the ark, vpon fome of thefe moune 
tains, where the Neflorians ufed to 
celebrate a _feaft-day on the fpot 
where they fuppofed the ark refled + 
but in the year of Chrifl 776, that 
monallery was deftroyed by light- 
ning, with the church, and a nu- 
merous congregation in it (10). 
Since which time it feems the credit 
of this tradition hath declined, and 
given place to another, which ob- 
tains at prefent, and according to 
which the ark refted on mount Mafis 
in Armenia, called by the Turks, 
Aghir dagh, or the heavy or great 
mountain, and fituate about twelve 
leagues fouth-eaft of Erivan (11). © 

© Phy promife is true.J——Noah 
here challenges Gon’s promife, that 
he would fave his family. 

i He is not of thy family.J—Being 
cut off fiom it on account of his in- 
fidelity. os 

& According to a different read~ 
ing, this paflage may be rendered, 
For he hath aéted unnighteoufly. 


(2) V. D’'Heasen. Bibl. Orient. p. 4e4 
‘le 


{3) B: tn. Itiner. p. 
) mere) ‘Oneri0s & Joe 
(7) Bu- 


zosus, apud Jofeph. ubi fup. Anynenvs, apud Enfeb. Prep. Ev. 1. 9. 


cde a Aas Heref. 18. 
Chronic. ¥ p2 


(9) Ermaciy. 1. 2.¢. 2. 4 
LONYSIT patriarch. Jacobitar. apud Affeman. Bibl, Orient. T. 


{10} V. 
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haft no knowledge: I admonifh thee that thou be- 
come not one of the ignorant. - Noan faid, O Lorp, 
I have recourfe unto thee for the affiftance of thy 
grace, that I afk not of thee that wherein I have no 
knowledge: and unlefs thou forgive me, and be 
merciful unto me, I fhall be one of thofe who perith. 
It was faid unto him, @ Noau, come down from 
the ark', with peace from us, and bleffings upon 
thee, and upon a part of thofe who are with thee": 
but as for a part of them’, we will fuffer them to 
enjoy the provifion of this world; and afterwards fhall 
a grievous punifhment from us be infli@ed on them, 
in the life to come. This is a fecret hiftory, which we 
reveal unto thee: thou didit not know it, neither 
did thy people, beforé this. Wherefore perleverc 
with patience; -for the profperous iffue fhall attend 
the pious. And unto the tribe of Ap we fent thcir 
brother Hup* He faid, O my people, worfhip 
Gon; ye have no Gop befides him: ye only ima- 
gine falfehood, in fetting up idols and interceffors of 
your own making. O my people, I afk not of you 
for this my preaching, any recompente: my recom- 
penfe do I expeét from him only, who hath created 
mc. Will ye not therefore undérftand? O my peo- 
iple, afk pardon of your Lorp; and be turned unto 
fhim: he will fend the heaven to pour forth rain plen- 
‘tifully upon you’; and he will increafe your ftrength 
by giving unto you farther ftrength*: therefore turn 
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* Come down from the ark, &e.}- 
‘The Mohammedans fay that Noah 
went into the ark on the tenth of 
Rajeb, and came out of it the tenth 
of al Moharram; which therefore 
became a faft. So that the whole 
time of Noah’s being in-the ark, ace 
cording to them, was fix months(1). 

™ With peace, and blefling, ona 
part of them,]—viz. Such of them 
as continued in their belief. 
._ * But as fora part of them. }-That 
is, fuch of his pofterity as ‘fhould 


(1) Al Berpawr. See D’Hersex. ubi fup. 


chap. 7. (3) Al Berpawn, 


part from the tre faith, and fall 
into idolatry. 

° See chap. 7. 

® He will {end you rain plentiful- 
ly. ]—For the Adites were grievoufly 
dittrefled by a drought for three 
years (2), 

4 And will increafe your ftrength.} 
——~—By giving you children ; the 
wombs of their wives being alfo ren- 
dered barren, during the time of the 
drought, as well as their lands (3). 


(2) See the notes to 


not 
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not afide to. commit evil. They anfwered, O Hun, 
thou haft brought us no proof of what thou fayeft ; 
therefore we will not leave our gods for thy faying, 
neither do we believe thee. We fay no other’than that 
fome of our gods have affli€ted thee with evil. He 
replied, Verily I call Gon to witnefs, and do yé alfo 
bear witnefs, that I am clear of that which ye affociate 
with GOD, befides him. Do ye all therefore join to’ 
devife a plot againft me, and tarry not; for I put my 
confidence in Goo, my Lorp and your Lorp, There 
is no beaft, but he holdeth it by its-forelock*: verily 
my Lorn proceedeth in the right way. But if ye turn 
back, I have already declared unto you that with which 
I was fent unto you; and my Lorp fhall fubftitute 
another nation in your ftead; and ye fhall not hurt 
him at all: for my Loko is guardian over all things. 
And when our fentence came to be. put in execution, 
we delivered Hup, and thofe who had believed with 
him’, through our mercy ; and we delivered them from 
a grievous punifhment. And this tribe of Ap wittingly 
rejetted the figns of their Lorn, and were difobedient 
unto his meflengers, and thcy followed ‘the command 
of every rebellious perverfe perfon, Wherefore they 
were followed in this world by a’curfe, and they fhall 
be followed by the fame on the day of refurre€tion. 
Did not Ap difbelieve in their Lory? Was it not 
« faid, Away with Ap, the people of Hup? And 
unto the tribe of THamup we fent their brother 
Sareu*. He faid unto them, O my people, worfhip 
Gop; ye have no Gop befides him. It is he who 
hath produced you out of the earth, and hath given 

you an habitation therein. A{k pardon of him there- 


* Have afflifted thee with evil.J--- A creature held in this manner being 
Or madnefs ; having deprived thee fuppofedto be reduced to the lowelt 
of thy reafon for the indignities thou fubje@tion. 
haft offered them. © And thofe who believed with 

* There is no beaft bat he holdeth him. ]—Who were in number four 
it by its forelock.}—-That is, he ex-  thoufand (1). 
ercifeth an abfolute power over it. — * Scechap.7. 


(4 Al Burvaws, 
, fore, 
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fore, and be turned unto him; for my Lorn is near, 
and ready to anfwer. They anfwered, O Saren, 
thou waft'a perfon on whom we placed our hopes _be- 
fore this”. Doft thou forbid us to worfhip that 
which our fathers worfhipped? But we are certainly 
in doubt concerning the religion to which thou dott 
invite us, as jultly tobe fufpetted. Saxzn faid, O 
my people, tell me; if I have received an evident 
deciaration from my Lorn, and he hath beftowed 
on me mercy* from himfelf; who will protect me 
from the vengeance of Gon, if I be difobedient unto 
him? For ye fhall not add unto me, other than lofs, 
and he faid, O my people, this fhe-camel of Gop is 
afign unto you; therefore dilmifs her freely that the 
may feed-in Gon’s earth, and do her no harm, left 
a {wift punifhment feize you. Yet they killed her; 
and Saveu faid, Enjoy yourfelves in your dwellings 
for three days*, after which ye fhall be deftroyed. 
This is an infallible prediétion, And when our decree 
came to be executed, we delivered Saven and thofe 
who believed with him, through our mercy, from 
the difgrace of that day: for a Lorp is the ftrong, 
the mighty GOD. But a terrible noife from heaven 
affailed thofe who ‘had aéted unjuftly; and in the 
“morning they were found in their houfes, lying dead 
and proftrate; as though they had never dwelt 
therein. Did not Tuamup difbelieve in their Lory? 
Was not Tuamupn caft far away? Our meffengers? 
alfo came formerly unto Asrauam, with good tid- 
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~ We had placed our hopes on 
thee before this. ]-Defigning to have 
made thee our prince, becaufe of the 
fingular prudence dud other good 
qualities. which we cbferved ia thee ; 
but thy diflenting from ns in point of 
religious worthip has fruttrated thofe 
hopes (1). 

* For three days. }]—viz. Wednef 
day, Thurfday, and Friday (2). See 
chap. 7, 





41) Al Barsewr 
Gen, xviii. 


{2} Idem, 


Y Our meffengers.J—-Thefe were 
the angels, who were fent to ac. 
quaint Abraham with the promife of 
Tfaac, and to defiroy Sodom and Go- 
morrah. Some of ihe commentators 
pretend they wére twelve, or nine, 
of ten in number; but others, agree~ 
able to f{cripture, fay they were but 
three, viz. Gabriel, Michael, and 
Ifrafil (3). . 


(3) Idem, Jarsazo’ppin. Sce 


ings: 
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ings: they faid, Peace be upon thee. 


ey 
And he an- 


fwered, And on you be peace! and he tarried not, but 


brought a roafled calf. 


And when he faw that their 


hands did not touch the meat, he mifliked them, 


and entertained a fear of them* 


But they aid, 


Fear not: for we are fent unto the people of Lor* 
And his wife Saxan was ftanding by®, and the 
laughed‘, and we promifed her Isaac, and after 


Isaac, Jacos. 


She faid, Alas! fhall I bear a fon, | 


who am old; this my hufband alfo being advanced in 


years *, 


Verily this would be a -wonderful thing. 


The angels anfwered, Doft thou wonder at the effect 


of the command of Gon? 


The mercy of Gop and 


his bleffings. be upon you, the family of the hoife*: 
for he is praife-worthy, and to be glorificd. And 
when his apprehenfion had departed from AsRraHamy 
and the good tidings of Issac’s birth had come un- 
to him, he difputed with us concerning the people of 
Lor’; for AsxanaAm was a pitiful, compaffionate, 


* He entertained a fear of them.] 
—Apprchending they had fome ill 
defign againft him, becaufe they 
would not eat with him, 

* Weare fent unto the people of 
Lot.]—Being angels, whole nature 
needs nat the fupport of food (1). 

© Sarah was ftanding by. ]—Either 
behind the curtain, or door of the 
tent; or elfe waiting upon them. 

« And fhe Jaughed.]—The com- 
mentators are fo little acquatuted 
with feripture, that, not knowing 
the true occafion of Sarab’s laugh- 
ter, they {train their inventions to 

ive fame reafon for it. One fays, 
that the laughed at the angels dif- 
covering themfelves, and ridding 
Abraham and herfelf of their appre- 
henfions ; and another, that ic was 
at the approaching deftreétion of 
the Sodomites, {a very probable mo- 
tive in one of her fex.) Some how- 
ever interpret the original word dif- 
ferently, and will have it that fhe 
« did not laugh, but that her courfes, 


® 


and 


which had Nopped for feveral years, 
came upon her at this time, as a 
previous fign of her future concep. 
tion (2).* 

¢ Shall IT beara fon who am old, 
my hufband alfo being advanced in 
years. }—Al] Boidawi writes that Sa- 
rah was then ninety, or ninetysnine 
years old, and Abraham an hundred 
and twenty. 

© The family of the houfe.J—Or 
the ftock whence all the prophets 
were to proceed for the future. Or 
the expreffion may perhaps refer to 
Abraham and Ifmael’s building the 
Caaba, which is often called by way 
of excellence, the houfe. 

* He difputed with us concerning 
the people of Lot.]—Thart is, he in- 
terceded with us for them (3). Jal. 
Jalo’ddin, inftead of the numbers 
mentioned by Mofes, fays, that A- 
braham fir! afked whether Gop 
would deftroy thofe cities if three 
hundred righteous perfons were 
found therein, and fo fel! fucceffive- 


ly 
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and devout perfon. The angels faid unto him, O Anra- 
uam, abftain from this; for now is the command 
of thy Lorp come, to put their fentence in execution, 
and an inevitable punifhment is ready to fall upon 
theme And when our meffengers came unto Lot, 
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he was troubled for them’, and bis arm was ftrait-. 


ened concetning thém*®, and he faid, This is a 
grievous day. And his people came unto him, rufh- 
ing upon him ; and they had formerly been guilty .of 
wickednefs. Lor faid unto them, O my people, thefe 
my daughters are more lawful for you: therefore fear 
Gop, and put me not to fhame by wronging my 
guefts. Is there not a man of prudence among you? 
‘They anlwered, Thou knoweft that we have no need 
of thy daughters; and thou well knoweft what we 
would have. He faid, If I had ftrength fufficient to 
oppofe you, or I could have recourfe unto a powerful 
fupport; I would certainly do it. The angels faid, O 


Lor, verily we are the meffengers of thy Lorp;- 


they fhall by no means come in unto thee’, Go 
forth therefore with thy family, in fome part of the 
night, and let not any of you turn back: but as for 
thy wife’, that fhall happen unto her which fhall 

: happen 


bricl, feeing his diftrefs, truck them 
on the face with one of his wings, 


ly to two hundred, forty, fourteen, 
and at lat came to one: but there 
‘was not one righteous perfon to be 
found among thein, except only 
Got and his family. 

® He was troubled for them. ]-Be- 


moved off, crying out for help, and 
faying that Lot Saad magicians in 
his houfe. 


taufe they appeared in the fhape of 
beautiful’ young men, which muft 
needs tempt thofe of Sodom to abufe 
them (1). 

& His arm was ftraitened concern- 
ing them.}—i¢. Te knew himfelf 
unable to prote& them againit the 
infults of his townfinen. 

* The angels faid, O Lot—they 
fhall by no means come in uniothee. ] 
Al Beidawi fays, that Let fhut 
his door, and argued the matter with 
the riotous affembly from behind it ; 
but at length they endeavoured to 
getover the wall: whereupon Ga- 


GQ) Javcaro’paiy, Al Bripawis 


* But as for thy wife, &c. J—This 
fecms to be the ‘true fenfe of the 
paflage; but according to a diffe- 
rent reading of the vowel, fome in- 
terpret it, Except thy wife; the 
meaning being, that Lot is bere 
commanded to take his family with 
hun except his wife. Wherefore 
the commentators cannot agree 
whether Lot’s wife went forth with 
him or not; fome denying it, and 
pretending that fhe, was left behind 
and perifhed in the common de, 
ftru€tion ; and others affirming it, 
and faying, that when the heard the 

f° noife 


VY, Josurs. Ant. La.c. it. 


aud blinded them: fo that they + 


Cuar. ri. Ar KORAN, 29 


‘happen unto them. Verily the predi€tion of their 
. punifhment fhall be fulfilled in the morning: is not the 
morning near? And when our command came, we 
turned thofe cities upfide down', and we rained upon 
them ftones of baked clay™, one following another, © 
and being marked", from thy Lorn; and they are 
‘not far diftant fiom thofe who aét unjuftly’. And 
unto Mapran we fent their brother SHoars?: he 
faid, O my people, worfhip Gov; ye have no Gop 
but him: and diminifh not meafure’ and weight. 
- Verily I fee you to be in a happy conditions: but I 
fear for you the punifhmens of the day which will 
cencompals the ungodly. _O my people, give full mea- 
fure, and juft weight; and diminifh not unto men 
ought of their mattcrs; neither commit injuftice in 
the earth, a¢ting corruptly. ‘The refidue which fhalt 
remain unto you as the gift of Gop, after ye fhall have 
done jultice to others, will be better for you, than 
wealth gotten by fraud; if ye be true believers. lam 


‘no guardian over you, 


noife of the florm and overthrow of 
the cities, fhe turned, back !ament- 
ing their fate, and was immediately 
firuck down and killed by one of 
the flones mentioned a Iittle low- 
ex (1). A punishment the juflly 
merited for her infidelitv, and dif 
‘obedience to her hufband (2). 

1 We turned thole cities upfide 
down.J—For they tell us, that Ga- 
bricl thru his wing under them, 
and lifted them up fo high, that 
the inhabitants of the fower heaven 
heard the barking of the dogs, aad 


the crowing of the cocks; and then . 


inverting them, threw them down 
tothe earth {3}. 

™ Stones of baked clay. ]—-The kiln 
wherein they were burned, fome 
imagine to have been hell. 

«And being marked.]—-That ts, 
as fome fuppofe, ftreaked with white 
and red, or having fome other pe- 


(1) Tidem ititerpretes. 
-Baioawi. (4) idem, 


The 
do thy prayers enjoin thee, 


(2) Sce chap. 66. 
a 


anfwered, O Suoats, 
at we fhould leave the 


culiar mark to difinguifh them 
from ordinary ftones. But the com- 
mon opinion is, that_each flone had 
the name of the perfon who was to 
be killed by it, written thereon (4). 
The army of Abraha al Afhram was 
alfo deftroyed by the fame kind of 
Hones. 

° And they are not far diftant from 
thofe who aé& unjuflly.]—This is a 
kind of threat to other wicked perm 
fons, and particularly tothe infidels 
of Mecca, who deferved and might 
jufly apprehend the fame puniih- 
ment. 

P Sce chap. 7.0 

_ 'L fee you to be in a happy condi- 
tion.]—That is, enjoying plenty of 
all things; and therefore having the 
lefs occafion to defraud one another, 
and being the more firongly bound 
ie be thankful and obedient unto 

OD. . 


(3) Janzao’porn, Al 


gods 
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gods which our fathers worfhipped; or that we fhould 
not do wha we pleafe with our fubftance'? Thou: 
only, it feems, art the wife perfon, and fit to direét. 
He faid, O miy people, tell me; if I have received 
an evident declaration from my Lorn, and he hath 
beftowed on me an excellent provifion, and I will not, 
confent unto you in “that which I forbid you; do I 
{eck any other than your reformation, to the utmoft 
of my power? My fupport is from Gop alone; on 
him do I truf, and unto him do I turn me, O my 
people, let not your oppofing of me, draw on you a’ 
vengeance like unto that which fell on the people of 
Noau, or the people of Hup, or the people of Saren: 
neither was the people of Lor far diftant from you’. 
Aik pardon therefore of your Lorn; and be turned 
unto him; for my Loxp is merciful, and loving. They 
anfwered, O Suoais, we underftand not much of 
what thou fayeft; and we fee thee to be a man of no 
power’ among us: if it had-not been for the fake of 
thy family *, we had furely ftoned thee, neither could- 
eft thou have prevailed againft us. Suoaip faid, 
O my people, is my family more worthy in your opi- 
nion, than Gov? and do ye calt him behind you 
with negleé&t? Verily my Lor comprehendeth that 
which ye do. O my people, do ye work according 
to your condition; I will furely work according to my 


* That we fhould not do what we 
leafe with our fublance. }—For this 
Tverty they imagined was taken 
from them, by his prohibition of 
falfe weights and meafures, or to 
diminifh or adulterate their coin (1). 
* Neither was the people of Lot 
far diftant from ypu.}]—For Sodom 
and Gomorrah ‘were fituate not a 
reat way from you, and their de- 
frattion happered not many ages 
ego; neither did they deferve it, on 
account of their obftinacy and wick- 
ednefs, much more than you felve 
* A man of no power. } Phe 
Arabic word daif, weak, fignifying 








(@) Al Be:pawt, 


alfo, in the Hamyaritic diale@, blind, 
fome fuppofe that Shoaib was fo, 
and that the Midianites objeGted 
that to him, as a defeA which dif- 
qualified him for the prophetic 
office. 

“ For the fake of thy family. ]-i. e. 
For the refpeft we bear to thy fa-, 
mily and relations; whom we ho- 
nour as being of our religion, and 
not for any apprehenfion we have 
of their power to alfiff you again 
us. The original word here tran- 
flared family, figuifies any number 
fhom three to feven or ten, but.not 
more {2}. 


- () Idem. 


duty. - 
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duty”. And ye fhall certainly know, on whom wilt 
be infli€fted a punifhment which fhall cover him with 
fhame, and who is a liar. Wait therefore the event; 
for I alfo will wait it with you. Wherefore when our 
decree came to be executed, we delivered Suoats and 
thofe who believed with him, through our mercy: and 
a terrible noile from heaven affailed thofe who had a@- 
ed unjultly ; and in the morning they were found in 
their houfes lying dead and proftrate, as though they 
had never dwelt therein. Was not Mabpran removed 
. from off the earth, as THamup had been removed ? 
And we formerly fent Moses with our figns, and ma- 
nifeft power, unto PHaraon and his princes*> but 
they followed the command of PHaraon; although 
the command of Pxaraon did not dire¢t them aright. 
Piataraon fhall precede his people on the day of refur- 
rection, and he {hall lead them into hell-fire; an unhap- 
py way {hall it be which they ihall be led. They were 
followed in this life by a curfe, and on.the day of refur- 
relion miferable fhail be the gift which fhall be given 
them. T'h's isa part of the biftories of the cities, which 
we rehearle unto thee. Of them there are fome ftanding; 
and others which are utterly demolifhed®. And we 
treated ‘them not unjuftly, but they dealt unjuftly with 
their own fouls: and their gods which they invoked, 
befides Gop, were of no advantage unto them at all, 
ewhen the decree of thy Lorp came to be executed on 
them, neither were they any other than a detriment unto 
them. And thus was the punifhment of thy Lorn 
infidted, when he punifhed the cities which were un- 
jut; for his punifhment is grievous and fevere. Ve- 
rily here is a fign unto him who feareth the punifh- 
-ment of the laft-day: that fhall be a day, whercon all 
men fhall be affembled, and that fhall be a day where- 
on witnels fhall be borne; we defer it not, but toa 


* See chap. 6. the different images of corn flanding, 
* Sce chap. 7. and cut down, which is alfo often 
, ' Demolifhed.|—Literally, mow- —ufed by the facred writers. ¢ 
en dawa: the lentence prefenting 
© 


determined 
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determined time. When that day fhall come, no 
foul fhall fpeak to excufe itfelf, or to intercede for ano- 
ther, but by the permiflion of GOD. Of them one 
{hall be miferable, and another fhall be happy. And 
they who fhall be miferable, fhall be thrown into hell- 
fire; there fhall they wail and bemoan themfelves*: 
they fhall remain therein fo long as the heaven and 
the earth fhall endure*; except what thy Loro fhall 
pleafe to remit of their fentence®; for thy Lorn ef- 
feGteth that which he pleafeth. But they who fhall 
be happy, fhall be admitted into paradife; they fhall 
remain thercin fo long as the heavens and the earth 
endifte; befisies what thy Lory fhall pleafe to. add 
unto their blifs; a bounty which fhall not be inter- 
rupted. Be not therefore in doubt concerning that 
which thefe. men worfhip: they worfhip no other than 
what their fathers worfhipped. before them; and we 
will furely give them their full portion, not in the 
leaft diminifhed. We formerly gave unto Moses 
the book of the law; and difputes arofe among his 
people concerning it: and unlefs a previous decree had 
proceeded from thy Lorn, to bear with them during 
this life, the matter had been furcly decided between 
them. And thy people are alfo jealous and in doubt 
“concerning the Koran. But unto every one of them 
will thy Lorpb render the reward of their works; for 
he well knoweth that which they do. Be thou fledfaft - 
therefore, as thou haft been commanded; and let 
him alfo be ftedfaft who fhall be converted with thee ; 


* There thall they: wail and be- 
moan themfelves, |—The two words 
in the original fignify properly the 
vehement drawing # and expiration 
of one’s breath, which is ufual to per- 
fons in great pain and anguifh; and 
particularly the reciprocation of the 
voice of an afs, when he brays. 

® So long as the heavens and the 
earth fhall endure.1—This is_not to 
be ftriGly underftood, as if either 
the punifhment of the damned 


fhould have an end, or the heaven 
and the earth fhould endure for 
ever; the expreffion being only 
ufed by way of image or compari- 
fon, which needs not agree in every 
poiat with the thing fignified. Some 
jowever, think the future heavens 
and earth, into which the prefent 
a be changed, are here meant 
1). 

* See the Prelim. Difc, fe@. IV. 
p. 122, 193. 


{1} Al Bainsgrt. 


and 
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and tranfgrefs not: for he feeth that which ye do. 
And incline not unto thofe who aé& unjuftly, left the. 
fire of hell touch you: for ye have no prote@tors, 
except Gop; neither fhall ye be aflifted againft him. 
Pray regularly morning and evening‘; and in the 
former part of the night*, for good works drive 
away evils. This is an admonition unto thofe who 
confider: wherefore perfevere with patience; for 
Gop fuffereth not the reward of the righteous to pe- 
rifh. Were fuch of the generations before you, en- 
dued with underftanding and virtue, who forbad the 
a€ting corruptly in the earth, any more than a few 
only of thofe whom we delivered? But they who 
were unjuft followed the delights which they enjoyed 
in this world’, and were wicked doers‘: and thy 
Lorp was not of fuch a difpofition as to deftroy the 
cities unjuftly®, while their inhabitants behaved 
themfelves uprightly. And if thy Lorn pleafed, he 
would have made all men of one religion: but they 
fhall not ceafe to differ among themfelves, unlefs 
thofe on whom thy Lorn fhall have mercy: and 
unto this hath he created them; for the word of thy 
Lorp fhall be fulfilled, when he faid, Verily I will 
fill hell altogether with genii and men. The whole 
which we have related of the hiftories of our apoftles 
do we relate unto thee, that we may confirm thy 
heart thereby ; and herein is the truth come unto 
thee, and an admonition, and a warning unto the 
true believers. Say unto thofe who believe not, A& 


© Morning and evening. j—Lite- 
rally, inthe two extremities of the 
lay 


Ve 

* And in the former part of the 
night. ]—That is, after fun-fet, and 
before fupper ; when the Moham- 
medans fay their fourth prayer, call- 
ed by them Salat al moghreb, or the 
evening prayer (1). 

« Followed the delights which they 
enjoyed in this world.]—Making it 
their fole bufinefs to pleafe their 


a 


luxurious defires and appetites, and 
placing their whole felicity.therein.. 

© Al Beidawi fays, that this paf- 
fage gives the reafon why .the- nati- 
ous were deftroyed of old; vie. for 
their violence and injuftice, their 
following their own lufls, and for 
their idolatry and unbelief. 

# Unjuftly.j—-Or, as the com 
mentator juft named explains it, for 
their idolatry only, when they ob- 
ferved juftice in other refpedts. 


(1) Idem. 
Vor. I. c 


ye 


) 
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ye according to your condition; we. furely will a& - 
according to our duty": and wait the iffue; for we 
certainly wait italfo. Unto Gop is known that which 
is fecret in heaven and earth; and unto him fhall the 
whole. matter be referred. Therefore worfhip him, 
and put thy truft in him; for thy Logo is not regard- 
lefs of that which ye do.” 


® See chap. 6. 
CHAP, XIE 


Intitled, Josepu'; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L. R. * Thefe are the figns of the perfpicuous 
book ;' which we have fent down in the Arabic 
tongue, that peradventure ye might underftand. We 
relate unto thee a moft excellent hiftory, by revealing 
unto thee this Koran’, whereas thou waft before 
one of the negligent". When Joseru faid unto his 
father", O my father, verily I faw in my dream eleven 
ftars°, and the fun and the moon; I faw them make 


i The Koreifh, thinking to puz- 
zz Mohammed, at the infligation, 
and by the direétion of certain Jew- 
ith Rabbins, demanded of him how 
Jacob’s family happened to go down 
into Eeypti and that he would re- 
lace to them the hiftory of Jofeph, 
with all its circumftances: where. 
upon he pretended to have received 
this chapter from heaven, contain- 
ing the ftory of that patriarch (1), 
It is faid, however, to have been 


rejetted by two Mohammedan feéts, * 


branches of the Kharejites, called 
the Ajaredites and the Maimunians, 
as apocryphal and {purious, 

® See the Prelim. Dilc. p. 78, 


&e, 

4} This Korén.]—Or this partieu- 
dar chapter. For the word Koran, 
as has been elfewhere obferved (2), 
properly fignifying no more than a 


reading, or le@ture, is often ufed to 
denote, not only the whole volume, 
but any diftinét chapter, or fe€tion of 


At. 

= One of the negligent.J-i, ¢. So 
far from being acquainted with the 
Rory, that it never fo'much as en- 
tered into thy thoughts: a certain 
argument, fays al Betdawi, that it 
muft have been revealed to him 
from heaven. 

* His father.]—Who was Jacob, 
the fon of Ifaac, the fon of Abra- 
ham (9). a 

© Eleven flars.J—The commen 
tators give us the names of thele 
flars, (which I think it needlefs to 
trouble the reader with,) as Mo- 
hammed repeated them, at the re~ 
queft of a Jew, who thought to en- 
trap him by the queftion (4). 


(1) Al Beszawr. (2) Prelim. Dife, fe. IL. p. 74. (3) Al Bzrpawr, 


&e. (4) Idem, Al Zamaxusnaai. 


obeifance 
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obeifance unto me. Jacos faid, O my child, tell: 
not thy vifion to thy brethren, left they devife fome. 
plot againft thee®; for the devil is a profefled enemy. 
unto man: and thus, according to thy dream, fhall thy 
Lorn chufe thee, and teach thee the interpretation. 
of dark fayings*, and he fhall accomplifh his favour 
upon thee and upon the family of Jacos, as he hath 
formerly accomplifhed it upon thy athers ABRAHAM 
and Isaac; for thy Lorp is knowing and wife. 
Surely in the hiftory of Joseru and his brethren there 
are figns of GOD’s providence to the inquilitive ; 
when they faid to one another, Joseru and his bro- 
ther’ are dearer to our father than we, who are ‘the 
greater ‘number: our father certainly maketh a wrong 
judgment. Wherefore flay Joszrn, or drive him 
into fome diftant or defert part of the earth, and the 
face of your father fhall be cleared towards you‘; 
and ye fhall afterwards be people of integrity. One 
of them' fpoke and faid; Slay not Josepx, .but 
throw him to the bottom of the well; and fome tra- 
vellers will take him up, if ye do this. They faid, 
unto Jacos, O father, why doft thou not intruft 
Josern with us, fince we are fincere well withers un- 
to him? Send him with ws to-morrow, into the field, 


Cuap. 12. 


? Left they devife fome plot againft 
thee.]—For they fay, Jacob, judg- 
ing that Jofeph’s dream portended 
his advancement above the reft of 
the family, jufily apprehended his 
brethren’s envy might tempe them 
to do him fome mifchief. 

4 The interpretation of dark fay- 
ings. J—That 1s, of dreams; or, as 
others fuppofe, of the profound paf- 
fages of {cripture, and all difficulties 
re! pefting either religion or juftice. 

* His brother, ]—viz. Benjamin; 
his brother by the fame mother. 

* The face of your father fhall be 
cleared towards you.]—Or, he will 
fettle his love wholly upon you, 


(1) Idem, 


(2) Genaxxxvii. 21, 22. 


Ca 


and ye will have no rival in his fa- 
vour, 

© One of them, &c.]—This per- 
fon, as fome fay, was Judah, the 
moft prudent and noble-minded of 
them all; or, according to others, 
Reuben, whom the Mohammedan 
writers call Robil (1). And both 
thefe opinions are fupported by the 
account of Mofes, who tells us that 
Reuben advifed them not to kill Jo- 
feph, but to throw him intoa pit 
privately, intending to releafe him 
(2); and that afterwards Judah, in 
Reuben’s abfence, perfuaded them 
not to let him di¢ in the pit, but to 
fell him to the Ifhmaelites (3). 


(3) Ibid. v. 26, 27+ 


that 


36 At KORAN. Cuar. 12. 


that he may divert himfelf, and fport*, and we will 
be his guardians, Jacos anfwered, It grieveth me 
that ye take him away; and I fear left the wolf de- 
vour him” while ye are negligent of him. They 
faid, Surely if the wolf devour him, when there are 
fo many of us, we fhall be weak indeed*. And when 
they had carried him with them, and agreed to fet 
him at the bottom of the well’, they executed their de- 
fign: and we fent a revelation unto him *, faying, Thou 
fhalt hereafter declare this their a&ion unto them; 
and they fhall not perceive thee to be Joseru. And 
they came to their father at even, weeping, and faid, 


*« That he may divert himfelf, &c.} 
—Some copies read, in the firlt per- 
fon plural, that we may divert our- 
felves, &c. ‘ 

~ Left the wolf devour him.J— 
The reafon why Jacob feared this 
beaft in particular, as the commen- 
tators fay, was either becaufe the 
land was full of wolves; or elfe be- 
caufe Jacob had dreamed he faw Jo- 
feph devoured by one of thofe crea~ 
tures (1). 

* We fhall be weak indeed. J-i. e. 
It will be an inftance of extreme 
weaknefs and folly in us, and we 
fhall be juttly blamed for his lofs, 

» Ar the bottom of the well. ]—~~ 

_ This well, fay fome, was a certain 
well near Jerufatem, or not far from 
the river Jordan; but others call it 
the well of Egypt, or Midian. The 
commentators tell us, that when 
the fons of Jacob had gotten Jofeph 
with them in the field, they began 
to abule and beat him fo unmerci- 
fully, that they had killed him, had 
not Judah, on his crying ont for 
help, infifted on the promife they 
had made not to kill him, but to 
cat him into the well, Where- 
upon they let him down a little 
way; but as he held by the fides 
of the well, they bound him, and 
took off his inner garment, defign- 
ing to ftain it with blood, to de- 


41) Al Bernawi, Jaruato’ppin, Al Zamaxusuart 
(4) Al Berpaws, Al Zamaxusuart. 


(4) See chap. 21. 


ceive their father. Jofeph begged 
hard to have his garment return- 
ed him, but to no purpofe, his 


brothers telling him with a fneer, | 


that the eleven flars and the fun 
and the moon might clothe him and 
keep hie company. When they 
had let him down half way, they 
Jet him fall thence to the botrom ; 
and there being water in the well 
{thet the {cripture fays the contrary), 
e was obliged to get upon a ftone, 
on which, as he ftood weeping, the 
angel Gabriel came to him with the 


2 

= We fenta revelation unto him,} 
—Jofeph being then bur feventeen 

ears old, Al Beidawi obferves that 
herein he refembled- John the Baptiit 
and Jzsus, who were alfo favoured 
with the divine communication ve- 
ry earty. The commentators pre- 
tend that Gabriel alfo clothed him in 
the well with a garment of filk of pa- 
radife, For they fay that when Abra- 
bam was thrown into the fire by 
Nimrod (3), he was flripped, and 
that Gabriel! brought this garment 
and put it on him ; ‘and that from 
Abraham it defcended to Jacob, 
who folded it up, and put it into 
an amalet, which he hung about 
Jofeph’sneck, whence Gabriel drew 


1 out (4). 


(2) idem. 


Father, 


revelation mentioned immediately 
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Father, we went and ran races with one another*, and 
we left Joseru with our baggage, and the wolf hath 
devoured him; but thou wilt not believe us, although 
we {peak the truth. And they produced his inner 
garment flained with falfe blood. Jacos anfwered, 
Nay, but ye yourfelves have contrived the thing for 
your own fakes*; however, patience is moft be- 
coming, and Gon’s affiftancc is to be implored to en- 
able me to fupport the misfortune which ye relate. 
And certain travellers* came, and fent one’ to draw 
water for them: and he let down his bucket’, and faid, 
Good news‘! this is a youth. And they concealed 
him §, that they might fell him as a piece of merchan- 
dife: but Gop knew that which they did. And they 
fold him for a mean price, for a few pence’, and - 


* And ranraces, &c.]—Thefe ra- 
ces they ufed by way of exercife; and 
the commentators “generally under- 
Nand here that kind of race wherein 
they alfo thewed their dexterity in 
throwing darts, which is ftill ufed 
in the eatt. 

» Ye yourfelves have contrived the 
thing, &c.]—This Jacob had reafon 
to fulpedt, becaufe when the garment 
was brought to him, he obferved 
that though it was bloody, yet it was 
Rot torn (1). 

© Certain travellers.J—viz. A. ca- 
ravan ot company travelling from 
Midian to Egvpt, who refted near 
the well, three days.after Jofeph had 
been thrown into it. 

4 They fent one to draw water, 
&c.]—The commentators are fo ex- 
ack asto give us the name of this 
man, who, as they pretend, was 
Malec Ebn Dhér, of the tribe of 
Khozaah (2). 

* He let down his bucket. J—And 
Jofeph, making ufe of the opportu. 
nity, took hold of the ‘cord, and 
was drawn up by the man, i 

f Good news.]——The original 
words are Ya bofhra: the latter of 
which fome take for the proper name 


ef the water-drawer’s spmpanion 


(1) Al Baipawi 


valued 


whom he called to his affiflance 3 
and then they muft be tranflated, 

Bofhra. 

© They concealed him, &c.]-The 
expofitors are not agreed whether 
the pronoun, they, relates to Malec 
and his cempanions, or to Jofeph’s 
brethren. ‘They who efpoufe the 
former opinion fay, that thofe who 
came to draw water concealed the 
manper of their coming by him 
from the reft of the caravan, that 
they might keep him to themfelves ; 
pretending that fome people of the. 
place had given him to them to fell 
for them in Egypt. And they who 
prefer the latter opinion, tell us, 
that Judah carried vidiuals to Jofeph 
every day while he was in the well, 
bur not finding him, there on the 
fourth day, he acquainted his: bro- 
thers with it: whereupon they all 
went to the caravan and clainied 
Jofeph as their flave, he not daring 
to difcoversthat he was their brother, 
left fomething worfe. fhould befal 
him; and at length they agreed to 
fell him to them (3). 

» They fold him for a mean price, 
&c.J]—Namely, twenty, or twenty- 
two dirhems, and thofe not of fall 
weight neither ; for having weighs 
3 ¢ 


{2) Idem. (g) Idem. 
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valued him lightly. And the Egyptian who bought 
him! faid to his wife, ufe him honourably, perad- 
venture he may be ferviceable to us, or we may 
adopt him for our fon'. Thus did we prepare an 
eftablifhment for Joszpu in the earth, and we taught 
him the interpretation of dark fayings: for Gop is 
well able to effeét his purpofe; but the greater part 
of men do not underftand. And when he had at- 
tained his age of ftrength, we beftowed on him wif- 
dom, and knowledge; for thus do we recompenfe 
the righteaus. And fhe, in whofe houfe he was, de- 
fired him to lie with her; and fhe fhut the doors and 
faid, Come hither. He anfwered, Gon forbid! 
verily my Jord™ hath made my dwelling with him 
eafy ; and the ungratcful fhall not profper. But fhe 
refolved within herfelf to enjoy him, and he would 
have refolved to cnjoy her, had he not feen the evi- 


dent demonftration of his Lorp*, 


ed one ounce of filver only, the re- 
mainder was paid by tale, which is 
the molt untair way of payment (1). 

* The Egyptian who bought him. } 

—His name was Kitfir, or Iefir, (a 
corruption of Potiphar ;) and he 
was a man of great confideration, 
being fuperintendent of the royal 
treafury (2). 
The commentators fay, that Jo- 
Aeph came into his fervice at feven- 

teen, and lived with. bim thirteen 
years ; and that he was made prime 
minifter in the thirty-third year of 
his age, and died at an hundred and 
twenty. 

They who fuppofe Jofeph was 
twice fold, differ as to the price the 
Egyptian paid for him: fome faying 
it_ was twenty dinars of gold, a pair 
of thoes, and two white garments ; 
and others, that it. was adarge quan- 
tity of filver, or of gold. 

& His wife.]—Some call her Rail; 
but the name fhe is beft kaown by, 
is that of Zoleikha, 

} Or we may adopt him. J-—Kitfir 
having nochildren. It is faid that 
Jofeph gained his mafter’s good opi- 
nion, fofuddenly by bis countenance, 


() Al Bewaw:. 


So we turned 
away 


whick Kitfir, who, they pretend, 
had great fkill in phyfiognomy, judg- 
ed to indicate his pradence and other 
good qualities. é y 

= My lord.J—viz. Kitfir. But 
others underftand it to be fpoken of 
Gon. 

" Had he not feen the evident de- 
monitration of his Lox n. ]—That is, 
had he not ferioufly confidered the 
filthinefs_ of whoredom, and the 
great guilt thereof. Some, how- 
ever, fuppofe that the words mean 
fome miraculous voice or apparition, 
fent by Gon to divert Jofeph from 
executing the criminal thoughts 
which began to poflefs him. For 
they fay, that he was fo far tempted 
with his miftrefs’s beauty and en- 
ticing behaviour, that he fat in her 
Jap, and even began to undrefs bim- 
felf, when a voice called to him, 
and bid him beware of her; but he 
taking no notice of this admonition, 
though it was repeated threc times, 
at length the angel Gabriel, or, as 
others will have it, the figure of his 
mafter appeared to him: but the 
move general opinion is that it was 
the apparition of his father Jacob, 

whe 


* (2) Idem, 
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away evil and filthinefs from him, becaufe he was one 
of our fincere fervants. And they ran to get one be- 
fore the other -to the door®; and fhe rent his inner 
garment behind. And they met her lord at the door. 
She faid, What fhall be the reward of him who feek- 
eth to commit evil in thy family, but imprifonment, 
and a painful punifhment? . And Joszrn faid, She 
afketh me to lie with her. And a witnefs of her fa- 
mily ? bore witnefs, faying, If his garment be rent 
before, fhe fpeaketh truth, and he is a liar: but if 
his garment be rent behind, fhe lieth, and he is a 
{peaker of truth, And when her hufband faw that 
his garment was torn behind, he faid, This is a cun- 
ning contrivance of your fex; for furely your cun- 
ning is great. O Joszpn, take no farther notice of 
this affair: and thou, O woman, afk pardon for thy 
crime; for thou art a guilty perfon. And certain 
women faid publicly+ in the city, The nobleman’s 
wife afked her fervant to lie with her: he hath in- 
flamed her breaft with his love; and we perceive her 
to be ina manifeft error. And when fhe heard of 
their fubtle behaviour, fhe fent unto them’, and pre- 
pared a banquet for them, and fhe gave to cach of 
them a knife; and fhe faid unto Joszrn, Come forth 
unto them. And when they faw him, they praifed 


who bit his fingers ends, or, as fome 
write, ftrack him on the breait, 
whereupon his lubricity paffed out 
atthe ends of his fingers (1). 

For this fable, fo injurious to the 
charafter of Jofeph, the Mohamme- 
dans are obliged to their old friends 
the Jews (2), who imagine that he 
had’a defign to hie with his miftrefs, 
from thefe words of Mofes (3), And 
it came to pafs—that Jofeph went in- 
tothe houfe to do his bufinefs, &c. 

» They ran to the door. ]—He fly- 
ing from her, and fhe running after 
to detain him, 


(1) Idem, Al Zamaxusuant, JALLALO’pDIN, Yanya. 


V. Barroxrocc. Bibl. Rabb. part. 3. p. 509- 


Babyl. Sed. Nafhim, p. 36. 
(3) Genef. xxxix. 1. 
(@} Idem, a 


(4) Supra citati interpretes. 


C4 


» A witnefs of her family.J—viz. 
A coufin of hers, who was then 2 
child in the cradle (4). 

4 Certain women, &c.J——Thefe 
women, whofe tongues were fo free 
with Zoleikha’s chara&ter on this oc- 
cafion, were five in number, and 
the wives of fo many of the king’s 
chief officers, viz. his chamberlain, 
his butler, his baker, his jailor, and 
his herdfman (5). 

* She fent unto them.}-The num- 
her of all the women invited was 
forty, and among them were the five 
ladies above-mentioned (6). 


(2) Talm. 
(5) Al Barwawt. 
hin 
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him greatly*; and they cut their own hands‘, and 
faid, O Gon! this is nota mortal; he is no Other 
than an angel, deferving the higheft refpe@. And 
his miftrefs faid, This is he, for whofe fake ye blamed 
me: I afked him to Jie with me, but he ‘hath con- 
ftantly refufed. But if he do not perform that which 
I command him, he thal} be furely caft into prifon, 
and he fhall be made one of the contemptible. Jo- 
seexH faid, O Lorn, a prifon is more eligible unto 
me than the crime to which they invite me; but un- 
lefs thou turn afide their fnares from me, I fhall 
youthfully incline unto them, and I fhall become one 
of the foolifh. Wherefore his Lorp heard him, and 
turned alide their {nare from.him; for he both heareth 
and knoweth. And it feemed good unto them® even 
after they had feen the figns of his innocency, to im- 
prifon him for a time. And there entered into the pri- 
fon with him two of the king’s fervants". One of them* 
faid, It feemed to me in my dream that I preffed wine out 


* They praifed him greatly. ]-The 
old Latin tranflators have ftrangely 
miftaken the fenfe of the original 
word acbarnabo, which they render 
menftruate funt ; and then rebuke 
Mohammed forthcindecency, crying that any of the commentators fup- 
ourdemurely in the margin, O fers pofe thele Egyptian ladies had any 
dom & obfcernum prophetam! Er- fuch defign. 

~ penius (1) thinks that there is notthe * Ie feemed good unto them.}]— 


tify the violence of their paffion by 
cutting. themfelves, as a fign that. 
they would fpend their blood inthe 
fervice of the perton beloved; which 
is true enou fs but I do not find 


Jeaft trace of fuch a meaning in the 
word; but he is miftaken: for the 
verb cabara in the fourth conjuga- 
tion, which is here ufed, has chat 
import, though the fubjoining of 
the pronoun to it here (which poffi- 
bly the Latin tranflators did not ob- 
ferve) abfolutely overthrows that in- 
terpretation, 7 

© They cot their own hands.]—— 
Through extreme furprife at the 
wonderful beauty of Jofeph ; which 
furprife Zolcikha foreteeing, put 
knives into their hands, on purpofe 
that this accident might happen. 
Some writers have obferved, on oc- 
cafion of this paffage, that it is cuf- 
tomury in the eaft for lovers to tef- 


That is to Kitfir and his friends. The 
oceafion of. Jofeph's imprifonment 
is faid to be, either that they ful 
peed him to be guilty, notwith- 
flanding the proofs which had been 
given of his innocence ; orelfe that 
Zoleikha defired it, feigning, to de- 
ceive her hufband, that {he wanted 
to have Jofeph removed from her 
fight, tll the could conquer her paf- 
fion by time ; though her real defign 
was to force him to compliance. 

“ Two of the king’s fervants.}— 
viz, His chief butler and baker; 
who were accufed of a defign to 
poifon him, 

One of them.]——Namely the 
builer. 


(1) Innot. ad Hit. Jofephi, 


of 
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of grapes. And the other faid, It feemed unto me in 
my dream that I carried bread on my head, whereof 
the birds did eat. Declare unto us the interpretation 
of our dreams, for we perceive that thou arta benef. 
cent perfon. Joseru anfwered, No food wherewith 
ye may be nourifhed, fhall come unto you’. This 
knowledge is a part of that which my Lorn hath taught 
me: for I have left the religion of people who believe 
not in Gop, and who deny the life to come; and I 
follow the religion of my fathers, ABRAHAM.and Isaac, 
and Jacos. It is not lawful for us to affociate any 
thing with Gop. This knowledge of the divine unity 
hath been given to us of the bounty of Gon towards 
us, and towards mankind; but the greater part of men 
are not thankful. O my fellow-prifoners, are fundry 
lords better, or the only true and mighty Gop? Ye 
worfhip not, befides him, other than the names which 
ye have named*, ye and your fathers, concerning 
which Gop hath fent down no authoritative proof: yet 
judgment belongeth unto Gop alone; who hath com- 
manded that ye worfhip none befides him. This is 
the right religion : but the pra part of men know 
it not. O my fellow-prifoners, verily the one of 
you fhall ferve wine unto his lerd, as formerly ; but 
the other fhall be crucified, and the birds fhall eat 
from off his head. The matter is decreed concernin 
which ye feek to be informed. And Josern faid 
unto him, whom he judged to be the perfon who 
fhould efcape of the two, Remember me in the pre- 
fence of thy lord. But the devil caufed him to for- 
get to make mention of Josze# unto his lord * 
where. 


Y No food wherewith ye may be or elle, he here offers to prophely 


nourifhed, fhall come uato you, but 
I will declare unto you the interpreta- 
tion thereof, before it come unto 
you. ]—The meaning of this paffage 
feems to be, either that Jofeph, to 
thew he ufed no arts of divination or 
altrology, promifes to interpret thetr 
dreams to them immediately, even 
before they dhouldeat a fingl? meal: 


to’ them beforehand, the quantit 

and quality of the wiuals whic 

thould be brought them, as a tafle of 
his fall. 

* See chap. 7. 

» But the devil caufed him to for- 
getto mention Jose eu untohis lord.J 
—According to the explication of 
fome, who take the pronoun, him, 

te 
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wherefore he remained in the prifon fome years, 
And the king of Eeypr® faid, Verily I faw ‘in my 
dream feven fat kine, which feven lean kine devoured, 
and feven green cars of corn, and other feven withered 
ears. O nobles, expound my vifion unto me, if ye 
be able to interpret a vifion, They anfwered, They 
are confufed dreams; .neither are we {killed in the 
interpretation of fuch kind of dreams. And Joseru’s 
cllow-prifoner who.had been délivered, faid, (for he 
remembered Joszpu after a certain fpace of time,) 
I will declare unto you the interpretation thereof 3 
wherefore Iet me go unto the perfon who will interpret 
it unto me. And he went to the prifon, and faid, O 
Josren, thou man of veracity, teach us the inter. 
pretation of feven fat kine, which feven lean kine de- 
voured; and of feven green ears of corn, and other 
feven withered ears, which the king faw in his dream; 
that I may return unto the men who have fent me, that 
peradyenture they may underftand the fame. Josepu 
anfwered, Ye fhill fow_feven years as ufual: and the 
corn which ye fhall reap, do ye leave in its ear4, ex. 
cept a little whereof ye may eat, Then fhall there 
come, after this, feven grievous years of famine, which 
fhail confume what ye have laid up as a Provifion for 
the lame, except a little which ye fhall have kept. Then 
fhall there come, after this, a year wherein men fhall 


to relate to Joleph, this paffage may * The king of Egypt.)——This 
de rendered, Butthe devil caufed him prince, as the oriental writers gene- 
(i.e. Jofeph) toforget to make his rally agree, was Riyao, the fon of al 
application unto his lord 5 ‘and to Walid’ the Amalekite (3), who was 
bey the good offices of his fellow- converted by Jofeph to the worlhip 
prifoner far his deliverance, inftead of-the true Gop, and died in the life~ 
of relying on Gon alone, as it bee time of that Prophet. But fome 
came a prophet, efpecially, to have pretend that the Pharaoh of Jofeph 
done (1), ‘ and of Mofes, were one and the 
* Some years. J —Theorivinal word fame perfon, and that he lived (or 
fignifying- any number from three rather reigned) four hundred years 
to nine, ‘or ten; the common opi. + 
nion is that Jofeph remained in pri- “ Ye fhailleave the corn in the ear, 
fon leven years ; though fome fay &c.J—To preferve it from the wee. 
"¢ was confined ng lels than twelve yil (5). * 
years (2). 


(1) Al Bupawe. (2) Idem, Jartaro’oorw. (3) See the Prelim. 
Dite. p. 19, 11, (4) Al Betsawi. See chgp. 7 (5) Idewme 
have 
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have plenty of rain‘, and wherein they thall prefs 
wine and oil. And when the chief butler had reported 
this, the king faid, Bring bim unto me. And 
when the-meffenger came unto JoserH, he faid, 
Return unto thy lord, and afk of him, what was 
the intent of the women who cut their hands‘, for 
my Loxp well knoweth the fhare which they laid for 
me® And when the women were affembled before 
the king, he faid unto them, What was your defign, 
when ye folicited Joszrn to unlawful love? They 
anfwered, Gon be praifed! we know not any ill of 
him. “The nobleman’s wife faid, .Now is the truth 
become manifeft: I folicited him to lie with me; 
and he is one of thofe who fpeak truth. And when 
JosePH was acquainte therewith, he faid, This difco- 
very hath been made, that my lord might know that I 
was not unfaithful unto him in his abfence, and that 
Gop dire€cth not the plot of the deceivers. * Nei- 
ther do I abfolutely juftify myfelf*: fince every foul is 
prone unto evil, except thofe on whom my Lorp 


* Wherein men fhall have plenty 
of rain. J———Notwithftanding what 
fome ancient authors write to the 


commentators, that Jofeph does nor 
bid the meffenger move the king to 
inform himfelf of the truth of the af- 


contrary (:), it often rains in winter 
in the lower Egypt; and even fnow 
has been obferved. to fall at Alexan- 
dria, contrary to the exprefs affertion 
of Seneca (2). In the upper Egypt 
indeed, towards the cataraéts of Nile, 
jt rains very feldom (3.) Some, 
however, fuppofe that the rains here 
mentioned are intended of thofe 
which fhould fall in Ethiopia, and 
occafion the {welling of the Nile, the 
great caufe of the fertility of Egypt; 
or elfe of thofe which fhould fall in 
the neighbouring countries, which 
were alfo afflifted with famine dur- 
ing the fame time. 

f Return unto thy lord, and afk 
of him, &c.]-Jof:ph, it feems, cared 
not to get out of prifon, till his in- 
nocence was publicl known and 
declared. It is obferved by the 


(1) Prato, in Timzo. Pome. Meta. 
Greayns’s Defer. of the pyamids P.745 
ELDAWI, &C. 


vels, T.2. p.g2 - (4) Al 


fair, but bids him dire@ly to afk the 
king, to incite him to make the pro~ 
per inquiry with the greater earnefte 
nefs. They alfo obferve that Jofeph” 
takes care not to mention his miftyefs, 
out of refpeét and gratitude for the 
favours he had received while in hee 
houfe (4). : 

# The fnare which they had laid 
for me.J—Endeavouring both by 
threats and_perfuafions to entice me 
tocommit folly with my miftrefs. 

» Neither do I abfolutely juftify 
myfelf.J—According to a tradition 
of Ebn Abbas, Jofeph had no fooner 
{poken the forégoing words, afferting 
his innocency, than Gabriel faid to 
him, What not when thou waft deli- 
berating to lie with her? Upon 
which Jofeph confeffed his frailty 


(5). 
oe 
fhall 


(2) Nat. queft. 1. 4. 
&c. Ray’s Colle@tion 
(5) Idem, &e. 
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fhall_fhew mercy; for my Lorp is gracious and 
merciful. And the king faid, Bring him unto me: 
J will take him into my own peculiar fervice. And 
when Joszru was brought unto the king, and he had 
difcotirfed with him, he faid, Thou art this day 
firmly eltablifhed with us, and fhalt be intrufted with 
our affairs‘, Josepu- anfwered, Set me over the 
ftore-houfes of the land; for I will be a {kilful keeper 
thereof. Thus did we eftablifh Josrp in the land, 
that he might provide himfelf “a dwelling therein, 
where he pleafed. We beftow our mercy on whom 
we pleafe, and we fuffer not the reward of the righte- 
ous to perifh: and certainly the reward of the next 
hfe is better, for thofe who believe, and fear GOD. 
Morcover Joszrn’s brethren came*, and went in 


* And when Jofeph was brought 
unto the king, S:c.]—The commen- 
tators fay, that Jole bh being taken 
out of prifon, after he had wathed 
and changed his clothes, was intro- 
duced to the king, whom he faluted 
in the Hebrew tongue, and on 
the king's afking what language 
that was, he anfwered, that it’ was 
the language of his father. This 
prince, they fay, underflood-no lefs 
dhan feventy ‘languages, in every 
one of which he difcourfed with 
Jofeph, who anfwered him in the 
fame; at which the king greatly 
marvelling, defired him to relate 
his dream, which he did, defcribing 
the moft minute circumftances: 
whereupon the king placed Jofeph 
by him on his throne, and’ made 
him his Wazit, or chief minifter, 
Some fay that his mafler Kirfir dying 
about this time, he not only fuc- 
ceeded him in his qlace, but, by 
the King’s command, married the 
widow, his late miftrefs, whom he 
tound to be a virgin, and who bare 
him Ephraim and Manaifes (1). So 
hat according to this tradition, fhe 
the fame woman who is called 





(t}) Idem, Kirarrarasre, &e. 
art. foulonf, 


unto 


Afenath by Moles, This fuppofed 
marriage, which authorized their 
amours, probably encouraged the 
Mohammedan divines to inake ufe of 
the loves of Jofeph and Zoleikha, as 
an allegorical emblem of the fpiri- 
tual love between the Creator and 
the creature, Gon and the foul ; 
juft as the Chriftians apply the fon 
of Solomon to the fame myftical 
purpofe (2), , 

* Moreover Jofeph’s brethren 
came, &c.J—Jofeph, being made 

‘azir, governed with great wifdom 5 
for he not only caufed juftice to be . 
impartially adminiftered, and encou- 
taged the people to induflry and 
the improvement of agriculture dur- 
ing the feven years of plenty, but 
began and peifeicd feveral works 
of great beneht ; the natives at this 
day afcribing to the patriarch Jofeph 
almoft all the ancient works of pub. 
lic utility throughout the kingdom ; 
as particularly the rendering the 
province of al Fey tim, from a fland- 
ing pool or marth, the moft fertile 
and beft cultivated land in all E- 
gypt (3). When the years of fa. 
mine came, the effefts of which 

were 


(2) V. D'lexestor. Bibl, Orient. 


(3) V. Goure not. in Alfragan, p. 175, &e. Kircuir. 


Ocaip. “Egypt. vol, 1. p.8. Lecas, Voy. tom. ii. p- 205, & tom. iil. p. 5g. 
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unto him; and he knew them, but they knew not 


him. And when 
provifions, he faid, 
fon of your father; 
meafure, and that I 
of guefts? But if ye 


he had furnifhed them with their 
Bring unto me your brother, the 
do ye not fee that I give full 
am the moft hofpitable receiver 
bring him not 


unto me, there 


fhall be no corn meafured unto you from me, neither 


fhall ye approach my prefence. 


They anfwered, We 


will endeavour to obtain him of his father, and we 


will certainly perform what thou requireft. And 
snpu faid to his fervants, 
they have paid for their corn, 


Jo- 
Put their money’; which 
into their facks, that 


they may perceive it, when they fhall be returned to 
their family: peradventure they will come back unto 


us. 
they faid, O father, it is 


were felt not only in Egypt, but in 
Syria and the neighbouring coun- 
tries, the inhabitants were obliged 
to apply to foterh for corn, which 
he (old to thera, firft for their mo- 
neyr jewels, and ornaments, then 
for their cattle, and lands, and at 
length for their perfons ; fo that all 
the Egyptians in general became 
flaves to the king, though Joferh, 
by his confent, foon releafed them, 
and returned them their fubftance. 
The dearth being felt in the Jand 
of Canaan, Jacob fent all his fons, 
except only Benjamin into Egypt 
for corm. On their arrival, Joieph 
(who well knew them) afked them 
who they were, faying he fufpefed 
them to be {pies ; but they told him 
they came only to buy provifions, 
and that they were 
ayancient man, named Jacob, who 
was alfo a prophet. Jofeph then 
atked how many brothers there were 
of them ; they anfwercd, Twelve ; 
but that one of them had been loft 
in the defert. Upon which he in- 
wired for the cleventh brother, 
there being no more than ten © 
them prefént, They faid, he was 


Q) Al Barpaw:. 


And when they wer 


all the fons of 


returned to their father, 
forbidden to meafure out 


alad, and with their father, whofe 
fondnefs for him would not fufter 
him to accompany them in their 
journey. At ength Jofeph alked 
them, who they had to vouch for 
their veracity ;. but they told him 
they knew no man who could vouch 
for them in Egypt.! Then, replied 
he, one of you fhall flay behind 
with mfe asa pledge, and the others 
may return home with their provi, 
fions; and when ye come again, 
ye fhall bring your younger brother 
with you, that I may know ye have 
told me the trath, Whereupon, it 
being in vain to difpute the matter, 
they cat lots who fhould flay be- 
hind, and the lot fell upon. Simeon. 
When they departed, Jofeph gave 
each of them acamel, and another 
for their brother (1). 

1 ‘Their money ]--—The original 
word fignifyjng not only moncy, 
but alfo goods bartered or given 10 
exchange for other merchandife + 
feme commentators tell us, that 
they paid for their corn, not m 
money, but in thoes and drefled 
fkins {2}. 


{9} Idem. 


cork 
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corn unto us any more, unlefs we carry our brother 
Benjamin with us: wherefore fend our brother with , 
as, and we fhall have corn meafured unto us; and we 
will cettainly guard him from any mifchance. Jacos 
anfwered, Shall I truft him with you with any better 
fuccefs than I trufted your brother Joseru with you 
heretofore? But Goon is the beft guardian; and he 
is the moft_ merciful of thofe’who fhew mercy. And 
when they opened their provifions, they found their 
money had been returned unto them; and they faid, 
O father, what do we defire farther ? this our money 
hath been returned unto us: we will therefore return, 
and provide corn for our family : we will take care 
of our brother; and we fhall receive a camel's bur. 
then more than we did the lait time. This is a {mall 
quantity ™, Jacos faid, I will by no means fend 
him with you, until ye give me a folemn promife, 
and {wear by Goo that ye will certainly bring him 
back unto me, unlefs ye be encompaffed by fome in. 
evitable impediment. “And when they had given him 
their folemn promife, he faid, Gop is witnefs of 
what we fay. And he faid, My fons, enter not into 
the city by one and the fame gate; but enter by differ. 
ent gates, But this precaution will be of no advan. 
tage unto you againft the decree of Gon; for judg- 
ment belongeth unto Gop alone: in him do I put 
my truft, and in him let thofe confide who feek in 
whom to put their truft. And when they entered the 
city, as their father had commanded them, it was of 
no advantage unto them againft the decree of Gop; 
and the fame ferved only to fatisfy the defire of Jacos’s 
foul, which he had charged them to perform: for he 
was endued with knowledge of that which we had 
taught him; but the greatcr part of men do not un- 
derftand. And when they entered into the Prefence 
™ This is a fail quantity.J—The mel’s load more or lefs was but a 
meaning may be, either that the com trifle to the king of Egypt. Some 
they now brought was not fafficient fuppofe thefe to be the words of Ja- 
for the fapport of their families, fo cob, deglaring it was too mean a cone 


that it was neceffary tor them to take fideration to induce him to Part with 
another journey; or elfe that aca- bis fon. 
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of Joserm, he received his brother Bexy 4 sttn as his 
gueft, and faid, Verily I am thy brother*: be not 
therefore affli@ed for that which they have commit- 
ted againft us. And when he had furnifhed them 
with their provifions, he put his cup°® in his brother 
Benyamrin’s fack. Then a cryer cried after them, 
faying, O company of travellers, ye are furcly thieves. 
They faid, (and turned back unto them,) What is it 
that ye mifs? They anfwered, We mifs the prince’s 
cup: and unto him who fhall produce it, fhall be 
given a camel’s load of corn; and I will be furety for 
the fame. Joszpn’s brethren replied, By Gop, ye 
do well know, that we came ot to aé corruptly in 
the land’, neither are we thieves. The Ecyprians 
faid, What fhall be the reward of him, who fhall ap- 
pear to have ftolen the cup, if ye be found liars? Jo- 
sevn’s brethren anfwered, As to the reward of him, 
in whofe fack it fhall be found, let him become a 
bondman in fatisfa€tion for the fame: thus do we re- 
ward the unjuft, who are guilty of theft. Then he 
began by their facks, before he fearched the fack of 


= He received his brother Benja- 


brother comparable unto thee? 
min as his gueft, &c.J—It.is related if f Jacob ond 


thou art aot the fon of Jacob and 


that Jofepb, having invited his bre~ 
thren to an entertainment, ordered 
them to be placed two and two to- 
gether: by which means Benjamin, 
:the eleventh, was obliged to fit 
alone, and burfting into tears, faid, 
If my brother Jofeph were alive, he 
would have fat with me. Where- 
upon Jofeph ordered him to be feated 
at the fame table with himfelf, and 
when the entertainment was over, 
difmiffed the refl, ordering that they 
fhould be lodged two and two in a 
houfe, but kept Benjamin in his 
own apartment, where he paffed the 
night. The next day k eph afked 
him, whether he would accept of 
himfelf for his brother, in the room 
of him whom he had lof; to which 
Benjamin replied, Who can find a 


Rachel. And upon this if. 
covered himfelfto him Aiea oe 

° His cup.}—Some imagine this 
to be a meafure holding a Saa for 
about a galion,) wherein they afed 
to mealure corn, or give water to the 
bealts, But others take it to be 2 
drinking-cup of filver, or gold. 

® Ye well know that we came not 
to aft corruptly, &c.J—Both by our 
behaviour among you, and our 
bringing again our money which 
was returned unto us without our 
knowledge. * 

* Thus do we reward thofe who 
are guilty of thett.]—This was the 
method of panithing theft ufed by 
Jacob and his family: foramong the 
Egyptians it was punifhed in another 
manner. 






(:) Al Berpaw:, 


48 AL KORAN. 


his brother; and he drew out the cup from his bro- 
ther’s fack, Thus did we furnifh Joszpu with a ftra- 
tagem. It was not lawful for him to take his brother 
for a bondman, by the law of the king of Ecyrrt*, had 
not Gop pleafed to allow it, according to the offer of 
his brethren. We cxalt to degrees of knowledge and 
honour whom we pleafe: and there is one who is know- 
ing above all thofe who ‘are endued with knowledge. 
His brethren faid, If Benyamin be guilty of 
theft, his brother Joszpn hath been alfo guilty of 
theft heretofore. But JoszpxH concealed thefe 
things in his mind, and did not difcover them 
unto them: and he faid within himfelf, Ye are in a 
worfe condition than us two; and Gop beft knoweth 
what ye difcourfe about. They faid unto Joszru, 
Noble lord, Verily this lad hath an aged father; 
wherefore take one of us in his ftead; for we perceive 
that thou art a-beneficent perfon. Josrru anfwered, 
Gon forbid that we fhould take any other than him 
with whom we found our goods ; for then fhould we 
certainty be unjuft. And when they defpaired of ob- 
taining Benjamin, they retired to confer privately 
together. And the clder of them®* faid, Do ye not 
* He began by their facks, &c,J— 


Some fuppofe this fearch was made 
by the perfon whom Jofeph {ent after 
them ; others by Jofeph himfelf, 
when they were brought back to the 


Cuap. 12. 


had once belonged to Abraham, fhe 
girt it about the child, and then 
pretending fhe had loft it, caufed 
frit fearch to be made for it; and, 


city. 

* It was not lawful for him to take 
his brother for a bondman by the law 
of Egypt. ]—-For there the thief was 
not reduced to fervitude, but was 
{courged, and obliged to reftore the 
double of what he had flolen (1). 

* His brother Joleph_hath been 
guilty of theft heretofore. ]~—The oc- 
cafion of this fufpicton, it is faid, 
was, that Jofeph having been 
brought up by his father’s filer, 
fhe became fo fond of him, . that 
when he grew up, and Jacob defign- 
ed to take him from her, fhe con- 
trived the following fMratagem to 
keep him. Havinga girdle which 


(2) Idem, Jariazo’poin. 


it being at Jength found on Jofeph; 
he was adjudged, according to the 
above-mentioned law of the family, 
to be delivered to her as her proper~ 
ty. Some, however, fay that Jo- 
feph actually Mole an idol of gold, 
which belonged to his mother’s fa+ 
ther, and deftsoyed it; a flory pro- 
bably taken from Rachel's ftealing 
the images of Laban: and others 
tell us that he once flole a goat, or 
a hen, to give toa poor min (2). 

« The elder of them. ]—viz. Reus 
ben. But fome think Simeon, or 
Judah to be here meant; and inftead 
of the elder, interpret it, the mot 
prudent of them, 


(2) JavLALo’ppIn« 
know. 
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know that your father hath received a folemn promife 
from you, in the name of Gon-; and how: perfidi- 
oufly ye behaved heretofore towards Joseru ? Where- 
fore I will.by no means depart:the -Jand ‘of Ecyrt, 
until my father give''me: leave to return unto him, or 
Gop. maketh known his will tome’; for he is the 
beit judge. Return ye to your father, and fay, O 
father, verily thy fons hath committed: theft; we bear 
witnefs. of no more-than what we know, and’ we 
could not guard again{ft what we did not forefee: and 
do thou inquire in the city, where we have been, ‘and 
of the company of merchants, with whom we arrived, 
and thou wilt find that we {peak the truth. ‘And when 
they were returned, and had fpoken thus to their‘father, 
he.faid, Nay, but rather ye yourfelves have contrived 
the thing for your own fakes: but patience is moft 
proper for me.; peradventure Gop will reftore them 
all” unto me ;-for he is knowing and wife. And he 
turned from them and faid, O homfag™ I grieved for 
Joseru! And his eyes became White with mourn- 
ing *, he being oppreffed with deep forrow. @His fons 
faid, by Gop, thou wilt not ceafe to remember Jo- 
sePH, until thou be brought to death’s door, or thou 
be adtually deftroyed by. exceffive afflition. He an- 
fwered, 1 only reprefent: my grief, which I am nos 
able to contain, and my forrow unto Gop; but 1 
know by revelation from Gop that which ye know 
not’. O my fons, go..and make inquiry after Jo- 
sepx and his brother ; and defpair not of the mercy of 
Gop; for none defpaireth of Gon’s mercy, except 


Cuar, i2. 


» Peradventure Gon will reflore 
them all, &c.]—i- ¢. Jofeph, Ben- 
jamin, and Simeon, ° 

x His eyes became white. ]—That 
is, the pupils loft their deep black- 
nefs, and became of a peari colour, 
{as happens in fuffufions,) by his 
coutinual weeping; which very 
much weakened his fight, or as 
fome pretend made him quite blind 


(1). 
(1) Al Berpaws. 


Vou, IT. D 


7 Lknow by revelation from Goo, 
that which ye know not.J-viz. That 
Jofeph is yetalive ; of which fome 
tell us he was affured by the angel 
of death ina dream ; though others 
fuppofe he depended on the com- 
pletion of Jofeph’s dream, which 
moaft have been fruftrated, had he 
died before his brethren had bowed, 
down before him (2). 


fc) Hem. 
the 
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the unbelieving people. Wherefore Josepn’s brethren 
returned into Ecypr: and when they came into his . 
prefence they faid, Noble lord, the famine is felt by: 
us and our family, and we are come with, a fmall 
fum of moncy*: yet give unto. us full. meafure, and: 
beftow corn upon us asalms; for Gop rewardeth the 
alms-givers. Joseva faid unto them, Do ye. know 
what ye did unto. Joszpx and his brother, when yei 
were ignorant of the confequences thereof? ?" They an- 
fwered, Art thou really Joszpu*? He replied, am 
Joszrn; and this is my brother.. Now Gop hath 
) For whofo feareth, GOD, 


§° 


been gracious unto us. 
and perfevercth with patience, fhall at length:find re- 
licf; fince Gon will not fuffer the reward of the 
rightcous.to perifh. They faid, By Goo, now hath 
Gap chofen thee.above us; and we have. furely. been 
finners.  Jostru anfwered,: Let their be no reproach. 
caft on you this day. Goo forgiveth you; for he is 
the moft merciful of thofe who thew mercy. . Dey 

ye with this my inner garment, and; throw it on my, 
father’s fgyce; and he fhall recover his fight: and: 
then come unto me with all your family. And when 


+ A fmall fam of money. J--Their 
money being clipped and adulte- 
tated. Some, however, imagine 
they did nat bring money, but goods 
to barter, fach as wool and butter, or 
other commodities of fmail value Q)é 

* Do ye know what ye did unto. 


Joteph and his brother, ‘&e.}—-The' - 
injury they did Benjamin, was the: 


feparating him from his brother ; 
after which they kepe him in fo 
great fubjection, that he duril not 
{peak ro them, but with the utmott 
fubmiffion, | Some fay that thefe 
words were. occafioned by a letter 
which Jofeph’s brethren delivered 
to him from their father, requefting 
ihe releafement of Benjamin, and by 
their reprefenting his extreme afllic- 
tion at the lofs of him and his bro- 
ther. The commentators obferve 
that Jofeph, to excufe his brethren’s 


41) Idem, (2) Idem, 


(3) Idem. 


behaviour towards him, attributes 
it to their ignorance, and the heat 
of, youth (2), 

© Art thou really Jofeph ?]-They 
fay that this ‘queftion was “not the 
effea of a bare fufpicion that he was 
foterh, but that they a@ually knew 

im, either by*his face and behavi- 
our; oF by his foretecth, which he 
thewed in fmiling, or el{e by put. 
ting off his tiara, and difcovering'a 
whitith mole on his forehead (3). 

* My inner garment.J—— Which 
the commentators generally fuppofe 
to be the fame garment: with which, 
Gabriel .invefted him in the well 5 
which having originally come from 
paradife, had preferved the odour 
of that place, and was of fo great 


Virtue as to cure any diflemper. in 
the perfon who was touched with. 
it (4). . 


(4) Idem, Jautaro’spin, 


the 


the cotiipany of travellers was departed from Eeyrr, 
on their journey towards Canaan, their father faid 
unto thole who were about him, Verily I perceivé 
the fmell of Josrpa": although ye think that I dote. 
They. anfwered, By Gon, thou art in thy old mif- 
take*, But when the meéffengér of good tidings‘ 
was' come with i EPH’s innér garment, he threw ic 
over his face; and he recovered his eye-fight. And 
Jacos faid, Did I not tell you that I knew from 
Gop that which ye knew not? They anfwered, O 
father, afk pardon of our fins for us,' for we have 
furely been finners. He replied, I will furcly afk 
pardon for you_of my Lott *; for He is gracious and 
merciful. And when! [Acow and hit family arrived 
in Ecyer, and were introduced unto Josgri, he re- 
ceived his parents unto him’, and faid, Enter ye 
into Ecyrt, by Gon’s favour, in full fecurity. And 
he raifed his parents’ to the feat of ftate, and they, 
together withhis brethren, fell down and did dbeifance 
unto him, And he faid, O my father, this is the 
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@ [ perceive the fmell of Jofeph.] 
—This was the odour of the garment 
above-mentioned, brought by the 
wind to Jacob, who. fmelt it, as is 
pretended, at the diflance of, eight 
parafangs (1); or, as others will 
have, three, or eight days journey 
off (2). : 

¢ Thou artin thy old miflake.J— 
Being Jed into this imagination by 
thy exceffive love of Joteph. 

F The meffenger of good tidings.] 
-viz, Judah; who, as he had for- 
merly grieved his father, by bring- 
ing him Jofeph’s coat flained with 
blood, now rejoiced him as much, 
by being the bearer of this veft, and 
the news of Jofeph’s profperity (3). 

@ I will afk pardon for you, &e.]- 
Deferring it, as fome fancy, till he 
fhould {ee Jofeph, and have his con- 
fent. 

4 His parents.]—viz. His fathers 
and Leah, his mother’s fitter, whom 


(1) Idems (2) JayLato’pprn. 
See Genef, xxxvit. 10. ‘&) Idem. 


D2 


he looked on as his mother, after 
Rachel’s death (4). A 

Al Beidawi tells us, that pekeh 
fent carriages and‘ provifiond for his 
father, and bis family ; and that he, 
and thé’ king of Egypt went forth to 
meet them. He adds, that the 
number of the childyen of Ifrael, 
who entered Egypt with him, was 
feventy-two ; and that when tbey* 
were led out thence by Moles, they 
were increafed to fix hundred thou- 
fand five hundred and feventy men 
and upwards, befides the old people! 
and children. ‘ 

i And he raifed his parents to the 
feat of ftate, and they, together with 
his brethren, tell down and did obei- 
fance unto him. ]—A tranfpofition is 
fuppofed to be in thefe words, and 
that he feated his father and mother’ 
after they had bowed down to him,’ 
and not before (5). 


(3) AlBatpawr. (4) Idem. 


in- 
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interpretation of my vifion, which I faw heretofore: 
now hath my Lorp rendered it true. And he hath 
furely been gracious unto me, fince he took me forth 
from the prifon, and hath brought you hither from 
the defert; after that the devil had fown difcord be- 
tween me and my brethren ; for my Lorp is graci- 
ous unto whom he pléafeth; and he is the knowing, 
the wife GOD. O Lorp, thou haft given me a 
part of the kingdom, and haft taught me the inter- 
pretation of dark fayings. The Creator of heaven 
and earth! thou art my proteftor in this world, and 
in that which is to come: make me to die.a Moflem, 
and join me with the righteous’, This is a fecret 
hiftory, which we reveal unio thee, O Mou amen, 
although thou waft not prefent with the brethren of 
Joseeu, when they concerted their defign, and con- 
trived a plot againft him. But the greater part of 
men, although thou carneftly defire it, will not be- 
lieve. Thou fhalt not demand of them any reward 
for thy publifhing the Koran; it is no other than 
an admonition unto all creatures. And how many 
figns foever there be of the being, unity, and providence 
of GOD, in the heavens and the earth ; they will pafs 
by them, and will retire afar off from them. And 
ahe greater part of them believe not in Gon, with- 
out being alfo guilty of idolatry. Do they not 
believe that fome overwhelming affli@ion fhall fall on 
them, as a punifhment from Gop; or that the hour 


Cuap.. 19, 


The Mohammedan authors 
e, that Jacob dwelt in Egypt 
twenty-four years, and at his death 
ordered his body to be buried in Pa- 


flitious imagination, that. it might 
help the regular increafe of the ti- 
ver, and deliver them from famine, 
for the future: but when Mofes led 








leftine by his father, which Jofeph 
took care to perform; “and then re- 















turning Egypt, died twenty-three 
wars after. “LPbey add, that fuch 
high dilp among the Eyyp- 


iians, con his burial, that they 
had like to have come to blows; 
but at lengih they agreed to pat his 
hody into a marble coffin, and to 
Bek it in the Nile; out ofa fuper- 


the Ifraelites out of Egypt, he took 
up the coffin, and carried Jofeph’s 
bones with him into Canaan, where 
he buried them by his anceftors (1). 

* Without being alfo guilty of ido- 
latry.]—For this crime Mohammed 
charges not only on the idolatrous 
Meccans, but alfo on the Jews and 
Chrifiians ; as has been already ob- 
ferved more than once. 


(1) Idem. * 


of 
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of judgment fhall overtake them fuddenlys while they 
confider not its approach? Say unto thofe of Mecca, 
This ismy way: I invite you unto Gon,~by an evi- 
dent demonftration; both I and he who followeth 
me; and, praife be unto Gop! I am not an idolater. 
We fent not any apoftles before thee, except men, 
unto whom we revealed our will, and whom we chofe 
out of thofe who dwelt in cities”, Will they not go 
through the earth, and fee what hath been the end 
of thofe who have preceded them? But the dwelling 
of the next life fhall furely be better for thofe who 
fear GOD. Will they not therefore underftand ? 
Their predeceffors were borne with fora time, until, 
when our apoftles defpaired of their converfion, and 
they thought that they were liars, our help came 
unto them, and we delivered whoin we pleated ; but 
our vengcance was not turned away from the wicked 
people. ° Verily, in the hiftories of the prophets and 
their people, there is an inftru€tive example unto 
thofe who are endued with underftanding. The Ko- 
RAN is nota new invented fition; but a confirma- 
tion of thofe fcriptures which have been revealed be- 
fore it, and a diftin&t explication of every thing ne- 
ccflary, in refpe& either to faith or sraeice: and a 
dire&tion and mercy unto people who believe. 


™ Of thofe whe dwelt in cities. more knowing and compaffionate, 
And not of the inhabitants of the and the latter more ignorant add 
deferts; becaule the former are hard-hearted (1). 


(1) Idem. See the Prelim. Difc, fed. I. p. 40, 
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CHAP. XUL 


Intitled, Thunder*; revealed at Mecca 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.M.R.? Thefe are the figns of the book 

of the Koraw: and that which hath been fent 
down unto thee from thy Lorop, is the truth; but 
the greater part of men will not believe. Itis Gop 
who hath rated the heavens without vifible pillars ; 
and then aicended his throne, and compelled the fun 
and the moon to perform their fervices: every of the 
heavenly bodies runneth an appointed courfe. He or- 
dereth atl things. He fheweth his figns diftin@ly, 
that ye may be affured ye muft meet your Loxp at 
the laft-day. It is he who hath ftretched forth the 
earth, and placed . therein ftedfaft mountains, and ri- 
vers ; and hath ordained. therein of every fruit two 
different kinds’ He caufe:h the night to cover the 
day. Herein are certain figns unto people who con- 
fider. x And in the earth are traéts of land of different 
natures ', though bordering on cach other ; and alfo 
Nineyards, and feeds, and palm-trees fpringing feve- 
ral from the fame root, and fingly from diftin@ 
roots. They are watered with the fame water, yet 
we render fome of them more excellent than others 
to eat." Herein are furely figns unto people who un- 
.derftandjé If thou doft wonder at the infidels denying 
the refurre€tion, furely wonderful is their faying, After 
we {hall haye been reduced to duft, fhall we be reftored 


* This word occurs in the 56th 
page. : F 
° Or, according to fome copics, 
at Medina, 

? The meaning of thefe letters is 
unknown. Of feveral conjefaral 
explications. which are given of 
them, the. following is one: I am 
the moft wife and knowing Goo. 


(1) Idem, Jansazo’pprn, - 


‘ Two different kinds.J-As fweet 
and four, black and white, fmall and 
Jarge, &c. (1). 

? Lands of different nature. }-Some 
tras being fruitful and others bar- 
ren, fome plain and others moun- 
tainous, fome proper for corn and 
others for trees, &c. (2). 


(2) Tidem. 
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in a new creature? Thefe are they who believe not in 
their Lorn; thefe fhall have collars on their nécks*, 
and thefe fhall be the inhabitants of hell-fire : therein 
fhall they abide for ever. They will afk ‘of thee to 
haften evil rather than good'; although there-have 
already been examples of the divine vengeance before 
them. Thy Loxp is furely endued with indulgence 
towards men, notwithftanding their iniquity ; but 
thy Lorp is alfo fevere in punifhing. The infidels 
fay, Unlefs a fign be fent down unto him from his 
Lorp, we will not believe. Thou art commiffioned 
to be a preacher only, and not a worker of miracles : 
and unto every people hath a direttor been appointed. 
Gov knoweth what every female beareth ‘in her 
womb; and what the wombs want or exceed of their 
due time, or number of young. With him is every 
thing regulated according to a determined meafure. 
He knoweth that which is hidden, and that which is 
revealed. He is the great, the moft high. He a 
mong you who concealeth his words, and he who 
proclaimeth them in public; he alfo who feeketh 
to hide himfelf in the night, and he who goeth forth 
openly in the day, is equal in refpeét to the knowledge 
of GOD. Each of them hath angels mutually fuc- 
ceeding each other, before him, and behind him : 
they watch him by the command of Gon “x Verily 
Gop will not change his grace which is in men, until 
they change the difpofition in their fouls by fin.y When 
Gop willeth evil on -a people, there fhall be none to 
avert it; neither fhall they have any prote&or befide 


* Thefe fhall have collars on their 
necks, ]—The collar here mentioned 
is an.engine fomething like a pil- 
lory, but light enough for the cri- 
minal to walk about with. Befides 
the hole to fix it on the neck, there 
is another for one of the hands, 
which is thereby faftened to the 
neck (1). And in this manner the 


ment: (2). Some .underftand this 
paffage figuratively, of the infidels 
being bound~in the chains of error 
and obftinacy (3). 

* They will afk of thee to haften 
evil rather than good.]—Provoking 
and daring thee to call down the 
divine vengeance on them for their 
imppenitency. 


Mohammedans fuppofe the repro- 
Dates will appear at the day of judg- 


{1) V. Cuarpin, Voy.de Perfe, T. 2. p. 329, 
D4 


(3) Al Berpawi, 


* See the Prelim. Dife. fe&. IV. 
Pe 95> 


(2) See chap. 5. 
him. 
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him. It is he who caufeth the lightning to appear 


unto you, to ftrike fear and to raife 
who formeth the pregnant clouds. 


hope“, and 
The thunder ce- 


lebrateth his praile *, and the angels alfo, for fcar.of 


him. 


He fendeth his thunderbolts, and ftriketh 


therewith whom he pleafeth, while they difpute con- 
cerning Gop’, for he. is mighty in power. It is he 
who ought of right to be invoked; and the idols 
which they invoke befides him, fha!l not hear them 
at all; otherwife than as he is heard, who ftretcheth 
forth his hands to the water that it may afcend to his 
mouth, when it cannot afcend thither : ‘the fupplica- 
tion of the unbelievers is utterly erroneous. ¢ What- 
foever is in heaven and on earth worfhippeth Gon, 


voluntarily or of force’; 
morning and evening * 


and their fhadows allo, 


Say, Who is the Lorp of 


heaven and earth? Anfwer, Gop, y Say, Have ye- 
: VY 


» To raife hope.]—Thunder and 
lightning being the fign of ap. 
proaching rain; a great blefling, in 
the ealtern countriesmoreefpecially. 

* The thunder’ celebrateth his 
praife.]~—Or cauleth thofe who hear 
it, to praife him. Some commenta- 
tors tellus, that by the word thun- 
der, in this place, is meant the an- 
gcl who prefidés over the Clouds, 
-and drives them forwards with ewift- 
ed fheets of fire (1). 

¥ While they difpute concernin 
Goo.]—This paffage was revealed 
on the followmg occafion. Amer 
Ebn al Tofail, and Arbad Ebn Ra- 
bish, the brether of Labid, went to 
Mohammed with an intent to kill 
him; and Aimer began to difpute 
with him concerning the chief points 
of his dodtine, while Arbad, takin 
a compafs, went behind him to dif 
patch him with his fword: but the 
prophet perceiving his defign, im- 
plored Goo’s proteétion ; where- 
upon Arbad was immediately frack 
dead by thunder, and Amer was 
frock with a peltilential boil, of 


(1) Idem, Jarraro’ppin. 
Adzgia Arab. adjeé, ad Gram, 


{2) Al Beroawn 
Expenii, p. 99. 


which he died ia a fhort time, ina 
raifcrable condition (2). 

Jatlalo’ddin, however, tells ano- 
ther Rory, faying, that Mohammed 
having font one ‘to invite a certain 
man to embrace his religion, the 
perfon put this queftion to the miffi- 
onary, Who is this apoftle, and what 
is Goo ? is he of zold, or of filver, 
or of brafs? Upon which a thunder 
bole fruck off his tkull, and killed 

im. 

* Whatever is in heaven and on 
earth worthippeth Goo, voluntarily 
or of force. ]—The infidels and devils 
themfelves being conitrained to hums 
ble themfelves before him, though 
againtt their will, when they are de. 
livered ap to punithment. 

* And their fhadows alfo, morning 
and evening. ]—This is an allufion 
fo the increaling and diminifhing of 
the fhadows, “according to ‘the 
height of the fun; fo that when 
they are the Jougeft, which is in. the 
morning and the evening, they ap- 
pear proftrate on the ground, in the 
potture of adoration. 


V. Gora, not. in 


therefore 
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therefore taken unto yourtelves proteftors befide him, 
who are unable either to help or defend themfelves 
from hurt? Say, Shall the blind and the feeing be 
efteemed equal? or fhall darknefs and light be ac- 
counted the fame? or have they attributed compani- 
ons unto Gon who have created as he hath created, 
fo that their creation bear any reiemblance unto his? 
Say, Gon is the creator of all things; he is the one, 
the viétorious GOD. AHe caufeth water to defcend 
from heaven, and the brooks flow according to their 
refpeélive meafure, and the floods bear the floating 
froth: and from the metals which they melt in the 
fire, feeking to caft orhaments or veflels for ule, there 
arifeth a fcum like unto it, Thus Gop fetteth forth 
truth and vanity. But the feum is thrown off, and 
that which is ufeful to mankind remaineth on the 
earth. x Thus doth Gop put forth parables. Unto 
thofe who obey their Lorn fhall: be given the moft 
excellent reward: but thofe who obey him not, al- 
though they were poffeffed of whatever is in the 
whole eartli and as much more, they would give it 
all for their ranfom. Thefe will be brought to a 
terrible account: their abode fhall be hell; an un- 
happy couch fhall it be! Shall he therefore, who 
knoweth that which hath been fent down unto thee 
from thy Loxp, is truth, be rewarded as he who is 
blind? The prudent only will confider; who fulfil 
the covenant of Gon, and break not their contraét; 
and who join that which Gop hath commanded to 
be joined®, and who fear their Lorn, and dread an 
il} account; and who perfevere out of a fincere defire 
to pleafe their Lorp, and obferve the ftated times of 
prayer, and give alms out of what we have beftowed 
on them, in fecret and openly, and who turn away 
evil with good: the reward of thefe fhall be paradife, 
gardens of eternal abode‘, which they fhall enter, 
> Who join that which Gop hath continual praétice of their duty, both 
commanded to be joined.J—By be- towards Gop and man (1). 


lieving in all the prophets without * Gardens of eternal abode. J—Li- 
exception, and joining thereto the  terally, gardens of Eden, Sce chap.g. 


(1) Idem, Jauuaso’ppin, Yana. 
and 
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and alfo whoever fhall have a€ted uprightly, of their 
fathers, and thcir wives, and their pofterity : and the 
angels hall go in unto them by every gate, faying, 
Peace be upon you, becaufe ye have endured with. 
patience ; how excellent a reward is paradife! But 
as for thofe who violate the covenant of Gop, after 
the eftablifhment thereof, and who cut in funder that 
which Gop hath commanded to be Joined, and a& cor- 
ruptly in the earth, on them fhall a curfe fall, and they 
fhall have a miferable dwelling in hell. Gon giveth pro- 
vifion inabundance unto whomhe pleafeth, and is {paring 
unto whom he pleafeth. Thofe of Mecca rejoice in the 
prefent life ; although the prefent life, in refpe@ of the 
future, is but a precarious provifion. The infidels fay, 
Unlefs a fign be fent down unto him from his Lorn, 
we will not believe. Anfwer, Verily Gop will lead in- 
to error whom he pleafeth, and will dire@ unto himfelf 
him who repenteth, and thofe who believe, and whofe 
hearts reft fecurely in the meditation of Gop. Shall not 
men’s hearts reft fecurely inthe meditation of Gon ? They 
who believe and do that which is right fhall enjoy blef: 
fednefs, and partake of a happy refurreGion, Thus 
have we fent thee to a nation which other nations have 
preceded, unto whom prophets have likewife been fent, 
that thou mayeft rehearfe unto them that which we have 
" revealed unto thee, even while they believe not in the 
merciful GOD. Say unto them, He is my Lorp; 
there is no Gop but he: in him do I truft, and unto 
him muft J return. Though a Koran were revealed,b 
which mountains fhould be removed, or the aah 
cleaved in funder, or the dead be caufed to {peak 4, 


Cuar, 13. 


* Though a Korin fhould be te- 
vealed, by which mbuntains fhould 
be removed, &c.J—Thefe are mira- 

- eles which the Korcith required of 
‘Mohammed ; demanding that he 
would by the power of his Koran, 
either remove the mountains from 
about Meeca, that they might have 
delicious gardens in theirroom ; or 
chat he would oblige the -wind to 


(1) See chap. 8, 


tranfport them with their merchan. 
Gife to Syria ; (according to which 
tradition the words here tranflated, 
or theearth cleaved in funder, fhould 
be rendered, or the earth travelled 
over inan imflant;) or elfe raife to 
life Kofat Ebn Kelab (1), and others 
of their anceftors, to bear witnefs 
to him: wherenpon this paflage was 
revealed. 


K.- 
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it would be in vain. But the matter belongeth wholly 
unto Gop. Do not therefore the believers know, 
that if Goo pleafed, he would certainly direé all 
men? Adverfity fhall not ceafe to affliét the unbe- 
lieveis for that which they have committed, or to fit 
down near their habitations‘, unul Gon’s pfomile 
come’: for Gop is not contrary to the promife. 
Apoltles before thee have been laughed to fcorn; and 
I permitted the infidels to enjoy a long and happy 
life: but afterwards I punifhed them; and how fevere 
was the punilhment which I infli€ted on them ! Who 
is it therefore that ftandeth over every foul, to obferve 
that which it comuutieth ? They attribute compani- 
ons unto Gop. Say, Name them: will ye declare 
unto him that which he knoweth not in the earth? 
or will ye name them in outward fpeech only *? But 
the deceitful procedure of the infidels was prepared 
for them; and they are turned afide from the right 
path: for he whom Goo fhall caule to err, fhall 
have no diretior. They fhall fuffer a punifhment in 
this life; but the punifhment of the next fhall be 
more gricvous : and there fhall be none to proteét 
them againt Gop. This is the defeription of para- 
dife, which is promifed to the pious. It is watered 
by rivers; its food is perpetual; and its fhade alfo: 
this fhall be the reward of thofe who fear GOD, ~ 
But the reward of the infidels fhall be hell-fire. Thofe 


to whom we have given 


© Orto fit down near their habi- 
tations.]—~—It is fuppofed by fome, 
that thefe words are {poken to Mo- 
hammed, and then they mult be 
tranflated in the fecond perfon, Nor 
fhalt thou ceale to fit down, &c. For 
they fay this verfe relates to the 
jdolaters of Mecca; who were af- 
fli€ted with a feries of misfortunes 
for their ill ufage of their prophet, 
and were alfo continually annoyed 
and harraffed by his parties, which 
frequently plundered their caravans 
and drove off their cattle : himfelf 
Sitting down with his whole army 


(1) Al Barpawi, 


(2) Idem. 


the {criptures, rejoice at 


near the city in the expedition of af 
Hodeibiya (1). 

£ Until Gon’s promife come.J—~ 
i.e. Till death and the day of judge 
ment overtake them ; or, accordin 
to the expofition in the precedice 
note, until the taking of Mecca (2)." 

& In outward fpeech only. J—That 
is, calling them the compations of 
Gop, ,without being able to affign 
any reafon, or give any’ proof why 
they deferve tobe fharers in the ho- 
nour and worfhip due fom mankind 
to him (3). 


(3) Idem. 
what 
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what hath been revealed unto thee ». Yet there are 
fome of the confederates who deny part thereof, 
Say unto them, Verily I am commanded to worthip 
Gon alone; and to give him no companion : upon 
him do Fcail, and unto him fhall I return. _ To this 
purpofe we have fent down the Koran, a rule of 
judgment, in the Arabic language. And verily if 
thou follow their defires, after the knowledge which 
hath been given thee, there fhall be none to defend 
or proteét thec againt Gop. We have formerly 
fent apoftles before thec, and beftowed on them wives 
and children * ; and no apoftle had the power to come 
with a fign, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop. Ever 

age hath its book of revelation: Gop fhall abolifh 
and confirm what he pleafeth, With him is the ori- 
ginal of the book'!, Moreover, whether we caufe 
thee to fec any part a that punifhment wherewith we 
have threatened them, or whcther we caufe thee to 
die before it be infli@ed on them, verily unto thee be- 


Cuap. 13. 


longeth preaching only, but unto us inquifition.y Do 
they not {ee that we come into their land, and ffraiten 
the borders thereof, by the conquefts of the true be- 


lievers ? When Gop judgeth, 


" Thofe to whom we have given 
the feriptures, &c.J—viz. The fir 
rofelytes to Mohammedifm from 
Judai im and Chriflianity; or the 
Jews and Chiiftians in general, who 
were pleated to find the Koran fo 
confonant to their own feriptures (1). 
* Some of the confederates, Xe. J- 
That is, fuch of them as had entered 
into aconfederacy tooppofe Moham- 
med ; as did Caab Ebnal Alhraf, aud 
the jews who followed him, and al 
Seyid al Najrani, al Akib, and feve- 
ral otherChrifians; @ho denied fuch 
parts of the Koran as contradi@ed 
their corrupt docirines and traditions 
a). 

é * And beflowed on them wives 
and children. ]--As we have on thee, 
This paffage was revealed in anfwer 


{1} See chap. 9. {2} Idem. 


there is none to reverle 


to the reproaches which were caft 
on Mohammed, on account of the 
Great number of his wives. For 
the Jews faid, That if he was a true 
prophet, his care andattention would 

je employed about fomething elfe 
than women and the Betting of chil- 
dren (3). It may be obferved that it 
18amaxim of the Jews that nothing 
4s more repugnant to prophecy, than 
carnality (4), 

* ‘Lhe original of the book. J—Lis 
terally the mother of the book 3 by 
which is meant the preferved table, 
from which all the written revelati- 
ons which have been from time to 
time publifhed to mankind, accord~ 
ing to the feveral difpen fations, are 
tranfcripts, 


(3) Jan LALo’pain, Yanya, 


tu, V. Maton, More Nev, part. 9» c, 36, &e, 


his 
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his judgment ; and he will be fwift in taking an ac. 
“count. Their predeceflors formerly devifed fubtle 
plots againft their prophets; but Gop is mafter of 
every fubtle device. He knoweth that which every 
.-oul deferveth : and the infidels fhall furely know, 
whofe will be the reward of -paradife. The unbe- 
lievers™ will fay, Thou art not fent of GOD. An- 
fwer, Goois a fufficient witnefs between me and you, 
and he who underftandeth the {criptures. 


™ The unbelievers.]—The per-' faid, were the Jewith do€tors (1). 
fons intended in this paflage, it is 


(x) Al Baroawi. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Intitled, Asrauam"; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gov. 


L.R.° This book have we fent down unto 

thee, that thou mayeft lead men forth from 
darknefs into light, by the permiffion of their Lorn, 
into the glorious and laudable way. Gop is he unto 
whom belongeth whatfoever is in heaven and on earth: 
and woe be to the infidels, becaule a grievous pu- 
nifhment waiteth them; who love the prefent life 
above that which is to come, and turn men afide 
from the way of Gop, and {eek to render it crooked : 
thefe are in an error far diftant from the truth. We 
have fent no apoftle but with the language of his 
people, that he might declare their duty plainly unto 
whem’; for Goo caufeth to err whom he pleafeth, 
and diretteth whom he pleafeth; and he is the 


™ Mention is made of this patri- might not only perfeftly and rea- 
arch towards theend of thechapter. dily underftand thofe revelations 
* Seethe Prelim, Dife, feét. II. themfelves, bat might alfo be able 
0.78, &c. to tranflate and interpict them unto 
\.:® That he might declare theirduty others (1). 
painly unto them.J—That fo they 


() Al Berpaws. i 
mighty. 
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mighty, the wife. We formerly fent Moses: with 
our figns, and commanded him, faying, Lead forth thy’ 
people from darkne!s into light, and remind them of 
the favours of Gon’: verily therein are figns unto’ 
every patient and grateful perfon. And call to mind 
when Moses faid unto his people, Remember the 
favour of Gos towards you, when he delivered 
you from the people of Praraon: they grievoufly 
opprefled you; and they ftew your male children, 
but let your females live’: therein was a great trial 
from your Lorp. And when your Lorp declared, 
by the mouth of Moses, faying, If ye be thankful, I 
will furely increafe my favours towards you; but if 
ye be ungrateful, verily my punifhment fhall be fe. 
vere, And Mosss faid, If ye be ungrateful, and all 
who are in the earth likewife ; verily Gop needeth not 
your thanks, though he deferveth the higheft praife. 
Hath not the hiftory of the nations your predeceffors 
reached you; namely, of the people of Noan, and 
of Ap, and. of Tuamun'‘, and of thofe who fuc- 
ceeded them; whofe number none knoweth except 
Gop? Their apoftles came unto them with evident 
miracles; but they clapped their hands to their 
mouths out of indignation, and faid, We do not be- 
lieve the meflage with which ye pretend to be fent; 
and we are in a doubt concerning the religion to 
which ye invite us, as juftly to be fufpe&ted. Their 
apoftles anfwered, Is there any doubt concerning 
Gop, the creator of heaven and carth? He inviteth 
you to the true faith that he may forgive you part of 
your fins‘, and may refpite your punifhment, by grant- 


. mg: 
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@ The favours of Gov. }—Literal- 
Jy, the days of Goo; which may 
alfo be tranflated, the battles of 
Gop, (the Arabs ufing the word 
day to fignify a remarkable engage- 
iment, as the Italians do giornata, 
and the French, journée,) or his 
wonderful aéts _manifefled in the 
various fuccefs of former nations in 
their wars (1). 


(1) Al Bsrpawn 


* See chap. 7. 

* See Ibid. 

' Part of your fins.]—-That is, 
fach of them‘as were committed di- 
telly againft Goo, which are im-" 
mediately cancelled by faith, or_ 
embracing Iflam ; but not the crimes? 
of injuftice, and oppreffion, which 
were committed againfl man (2) 3° 
for to obtain remiffion of thefe laft, 

befides 


(2) Idem. 
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ing you {pace to repent, until an appointed time. They 
anfwered, Ye are but men like «unto us : ye feek to 
turn us afide from the gods which our fathers wor-. 
fhipped ; wherefore bring us an evident demonftra- 
tion, by fome miracle,. that ye fpeak truth, Their 
apoftles replied unto them, We are no other than 
men like unto you; but Gon is bountiful unto fuch 
of his fervants as he pleaféth: and it is not in our 
power to give you a miraculous demonftration. of our 
miffion, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop + in Gop 
therefore let the faithful truft. « And what excufe 
have we to allege, that we fhould not put our truft 
in Gon; fince he hath dire@ed us-our paths? Where- 
fore we will certainly fuffer with patience the perfecu- 
tion wherewith yc fhall affliét us: in Gon therefore let 
thofe put their confidence who feek in whom to put 
their truft. And thofe who believed not, faid unto 
their apoftles, We will furely expel you out of our 
land ; or ye fhall return unto our religion, . And 
their Lorn fpake unto them by revelation, faying, 
_We will furely deftroy the wicked doers; and we 
will caufe -you to dwell in the earth, after them. 
This fhall be granted unto him who fhall dread the ap- 
pearance at my tribunal, and fhall* fear my-threaten-. 
ing. And they afked affiftance of GOD, and eve- 
ty rebellious perverfe perfon failed of fuccefs. Hell 
lieth unfeen before him, and he {hall have filthy wa- 
ter“ given him to drink : he fhall fp it up by litle 
and little, and he fhall not eafily “let it pafs his 
throat, becaufe of its naufeoufnefs; death alfo fhalk 


befides faith, repentance and refti- 


tation, according to a man’s ability, 
aré alfo neceffary. 

* They afked afhflance of GOD. ] 
—Tht*commentators are uncertain 
whether thefe were the prophets, 
who begged affiftance againft their 
enemies ; or the infidels, who called 
for Gon’s decifion between them- 
felves and them; or both. And 
fome fuppofe this verfe has no con- 


(1) Ider, 


neGtion with the preceding, but is 
Spoken of the people of Mecca, who 
begged rain in a great drought with, 
which they were affliGed at the 
prayer of their prophet, but could 
not obtain it (1), 

» Filthy water.]—~Which will if 
fue from the bodies of the damned, . 
mixed with purulent matter and 
blood. Z 


come 
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come upon him from every quarter, yct he fhali not 
die ; and before him ‘hall there {tand prepared a giiev- 
ous torment. .This is the likenefs of thofe who be- 
lieve not in their Lorp: . Their works are as afhes,’ 
which the wind violently {cattereth in, a ftormy day t 
they fhall not be able to obtain any folid advantage 
from that which they have wrought.. Tis is an er- 
ror moft diftant from truth. Doft thou not fee shat 
Gop hath created the heavens and the earth in wif 
dom? If be pleafe, he can..deftroy you, and. produce 
a new creature in your ftead : néither will this be diffi- 
cult with Gop. And they fhall all come forth into 
the prelence of Goo at the latt-day : and the weak 
among them flrall fay unto thofe who behaved them- 
felves arrogantly *, Verily we were your followers 
on earth ; will ye not therefore: avert from us fome 
part of the divine vengeance? They fhall anfwer, If 
Gop had diretted us aright, we had certainly: dire&ted 
you’. It is equal unto us whether we bear our tor- 
ments impatiently, or whether we endure them with 
patience : for we have no way to efcape. And Satan 
thall fay, after judgment fhall have been given, Ve- 
rily Gop promiled you a promife of truth: and I alfo 
made you a promife: but I deceived you. © Yet I 
bad not any power over you to compel you ; but I 
called you only, and ye anfwered me: wherefore 
accufe not me, but accufe yourfelves’, I cannot 
affift you; neither can ye affift me. Verily I do now 
renounce your having affociated_me with GOD here- 
tofore*, “A grievous punifhment is prepared. for the 

anjuft. 


* The weak fhall fav unto thofe 
who behaved arrogantly. J—i.e. The 
morc fimple and terior people fhall 
fay to their teachers atid princes who 
feduccd them to idolatry, and con- 
firmed them in their obftinate infi- 
delity. 

y If Gon had direfted us aright, 
we had certainly direéted you. J-That 
is, We made the fame choice for 
you, as we did for ourfelves ; and 
had not Gon permitted us to fall 






into error, we had not feduced you. 

+ Wherefore aceufe not mic, &c.} 
—Lay not the blame on my tempta- 
tions, but blame your own folly in 
obeying and trifling to, me,, who 
had openly profeffed myfelf your ire 
reconcilesble enemy. 

2 Ido now renounce your baving 
affociated me with Gon heretofore. ]= 
Or I do now declare myfelf clear of 
your having obeyed me, preferably 
to Gop, and worfhipped idols at 

my 
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unjuft. But they who fhall have believed and 
wrought righteoufnefs, {hall be introduced into gar- 
dens, wherein rivers flow; they {hall remain therein 
for ever, by the permiffion of their Lorn; and their 
falutation therein fhall be, Peace®! Doft thou not fee 
how GOD putfeth forth a parable; reprefenting a 
good word, as a good tree, whofe root is firmly fixed 
in the earth, and whofe branches reach unto heaven ; 
which bringeth forth its fruit in all feafons, by the 
will of its Lorn? Gop propoundeth parables unto 
men, that they may be inftruétcd. <And_ the like- 
nefs of an evil word is as an evil tree; which is torn 
up from the face of the earth, and hath no ftability *. 
Gop fthall confirm thofe who believe, by the ftediaft 
word of faith, both in this life and in that which is to 
come’: but Gop fhall lead the wicked into error; 
for Gop doth that which he pleafeth. Haft thou 
not confidered thofe who have changed the grace of 
Gop to infidelity’, and caufe their people to defcend 


my inftigation. Or the words may 
be tranflated, I believed not hereto- 
fore in that Being with whom ye did 
aflociate me; intimating his firft dif. 
obedience in refufing to worfhip 
Adam at Gon’s command (1). 

» See chap. 10. p. 2. 

© What is particularly intended 
in this paflage by the good word, 
and the evil word, the expofitors 
‘differ. Bat the firft feems to mean 
the profeffion of Gov’s unity, the 
inviting others to the true religion, 
or the Koran itfelf; and the latter, 
the acknowledging a plurality of 
gods, the feducing of others to ido- 
Tatry, or the obftinate oppofition of 
Gon’s prophets (2). 

2 And in that which is to come.] 
—Jallalo’ddin fuppofes the fepulchre 
to be here underflood; in which 
place when the true believers come 
to be examined by the two angels 
concerning their faith, they will an- 
fwer properly and without hefitation; 

Vou. IL, 





{2} Idem. 
fect. IV, p. 100. 


{2} Idem, Jatxazo’ppiy, 


into 


which the infidels will not be able to 


do {y. 
¢ Haft thou not confidered thofe 
who have changed the grace of Gop 
to infidelity, &c.]—-That is, who re- 
quite his favours with difobedience 
and incredulity. Or, whofe ingrati- 
tude obligeth Gon to deprive them 
of the bleflings he had beflowed on 
them; ashe did the Meccans, who, 
though Goo had placed them in 
the facred territory, and given them 
the cuftody of the Caaba, and a- 
bundant provifion of all neceffaries 
and conveniencies of life, and had 
alfo honoured them by the miMfion 
of Mohammed, yct in return for all 
this, became obitinate unbelievers, 
and perfecuted his apoflle; for 
which they were not only punifhed 
by a famine of feven years, but 
alfo by the lofs and difgrace they 
fultained at Bedr; fo that they who 
had before been celebrated for their 
profperity, were now firipped of 
that, 


{3) See the Prelim. Difc, 
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into the houfe of perdition, namely, into hell! They 
fhall be thrown to burn therein; and an unhappy 
dwelling fhall it be. They alfo fet up idols as co- 
partners with Gop, that they might caufe mento 
ftray from his path. Say unto them, Enjoy the plea- 
fures of this life for a time; but your departure hence 
fhall be into hell-fire. Speak unto my fervants who 
have believed, that they be affiduous at prayer, and 
give alms out of that which we have beftowed on 
them, both privately and in’ public; before the day 
cometh, wherein there fhall be no buying or fell- 
ing, neither any friendfhip. It is Gop who hath 
created the heavens and the earth; and caufeth water 
to defcend from heaven, and by means thereof pro- 
duceth fruits for your fuftenance: and by his com- 
mand he obligeth' the fhips to fail in the fea for your 
fervice; and he alfo forceth the rivers to fupply your 
ufes: he likewife compelleth the fun and the moon, 
which diligently perform their courfes, to ferve you ; 
and hath fubjected the day and the night to your fer- 
vice. He giveth you of every thing which ye afk 
him; and if ye attempt to reckon up the favours of 
Gop, ye {hall not be able to compute the fame. 
Surely man is unjyft and ungrateful. Remember 
when Asrasam faid, O Lory, make this land? a 
place of fecurity; and grant that I and my children” 
may avoid the worthip of idols; for they, O Lorn, 
have feduced a great number of men. Whoever 


that, and become confpicnous only 
for their infidelity (1). If this be 
the drift of the paffage, it could not 
have been revealed at Mecca, es the 
reft of the chapter is agreed to be; 
wherefore fome fuppote this verfe 
and the next to have been revealed 
at Medina. 

5 He obligeth.J—The word ufed 
here, and ia the following fentences, 
is fakhkhara, which fignifies forcibly 
to prefs into any fervice (2). 


() Al Berpawr. 


( . _ (2) See chap. 
See the Prelim. Ditc. fet: 1. p. 26, 27, 28. 


§ This land.}j—viz. The territory 
of Mecea. See the Prelim. Dic. 
fect. IV. p. 152, &c. =F 

» And my children, ]—This pray- 
er, it feems, was not heard as to all 
his poffcrity, particularly as.to the 
defcendants of Hinael; though fome 
pretend that thefe latter did not wor- 
fhip images, but only paid a-fuper- 
ftitious veneration to certain ftones, 
which they fet upand encompatfed, 
as reprefentations of the Caaba (3). 

2.p.29.note?. (3) Al Berpawr. 


there- 
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therefore fhall follow me, he fhall be of me: and 
whofoever fhall difobey me; verily thou wilt be 

cious and merciful‘. O Lorp, I have caufed fome 
of my offspring* to fettle in an unfruitful valley, 
near thy holy houfe, O Lorn, that they may be 
conf{tant at prayer. Grant, therefore, that the hearts 
of fome men! may be affeéted with kindnefs toward 
them; and do thou beltow on them all forts of 
fruits ; that they may give thanks. O Lorop, thow 
knoweft whatfoever we conceal, and whatfoever we 
publifh: for nothing is hidden from Gon, either on 
earth, or in heaven. Praife be unto Gop, who hath 
given me, in my old age, Ismazu and Isaac: for 
my Loro is the hearer of fupplication. O Lorn, 
grant that I may be an obferver of prayer, and a part 
of my pofterity alfos, O Lorn; and reccive my 
fupplication. O Lorn, forgive me and my pa- 
rents°; and the faithful, on the day whereon an ac- 
count fhall be taken. Think not, O prophet, that 
Gop is regardlefs of what the ungodly do. He only 
deferreth their punifhment unto the day whereon men’s 


lutely, the Perfians and Romans 


i Thou wilt be gracions and mer- 
would alfo have treated them as 


ciful.J—That is, by difpofing him 
to repentance. But Jallalo’ddia fup- 


pofes thefe words were fpoken by 
Abraham before he knew that Geo 
would not pardon idolatry. 

k Some of my _offspring.J—i. c. 
If{mael and his pofterity. The Mo- 
hammedans fay, that Hagar, his mo- 
ther, belonged to Sarah, who gave 
her to Abraham; and that on her 
bearing him this fon, Sarah became 
fo jealous of her, that fhe prevailed 
on her hufband to tarn them both 
out of doors; whereupon he fent 
them to the territory of Mecca, 
where Goo caufed the fountain of 
Zemzem to {pring forth for their re~ 
lief, in confideration of which the 
Jithamites, who were the mafiers of 
th® country, permitted them to fettle 
among them (1). 

' The hearts of fome men, &c.J— - 
Had he faid the hearts of men abfo- 


Idem. 
on 9. 


(2) Idem, Jariaro’parn. 
5) Jatsazo’parn, Al Bespawt. 


- Ee 


friends; and both the Jews and 
Chriftians would have made their pil- 
gtimages to Mécca (2). > 
™ Beftow on them fruits. }—This 
art of the prayer was granted; 
Riceca being fo plentifully fupplied, 
that the fruits of fpring, fummer, 
and autumn, are to be found there at 
one and the fame time (3). 

= Anda part of my pofterity.J— 
For he knew by revelation that fome 
of them would be infidels. 

* Forgive me and my parents. |— 
Abraham put up this petition to Gon, 
before he knew that his parents were 
the enemies of Gon (4). Some fup+ 
pofe his mother was a true believer, 
and therefore read it in the fingular, 
and my father. Others fancy that 
by his parents the patriarch here 
means Adam and Eve (5). 


(3) Idem. (4) See 
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eyes fhall be fixed: they fhall haften forward at the 
voice of the angel calling to judgment, and fhall lift up 
their heads; they fhall not be able to turn their fight 
from the objeét whereon it fhall be fixed, and their 
hearts {hail be void of fenfe, through exceflive terror. 
Whercfore do thou threaten men with the day, where- 
on their punifhment fhall be infli@ed on them, and 
whereon thofe who have aéted unjuftly fhall fay, O 
Lorp, give us refpite unto a term near at hand; and 
we will obey thy call, and we will follow thy apoftles. 
But it fhall be anfwered unto them, Did ye not 
fwear herctofore, that no reverfe fhould  befal 
your? yet ye dwelt in the dwellings of thofe who 
had treated their own fouls unjuftly'; and it appear- 
ed plainly unto you how we had’ dealt with them'; 
and we propounded their deftruétion as examples unto 
you. They employ their utmoft fubtilty to oppofe 
the truth; but their fubtilty is apparent unto Gon, 
who is able to fruftrate their defigns ; although their 
fubtilty were fo great, that the mountains might be 
moved ihercby, Think not therefore, O prophet, 
that Gov will be contrary to his promife of affiftance, 
made unto his apoftles; for Gon is mighty, able to 
avenge. The day will come, when the earth fhall be 
-changed into another earth, and the heavens into 
other heavens*; and men fhall come forth from 
their graves to appcar before the only, the mighty 
Gov. And thou fhalt fee the wicked on that day 


Cuap. 14. 





tno reverfe fhould befal you.] 
nat ve fhoald nor tafte 
ae conte a this world 


{as the houfes of the Thamadites,) 
and the traditions preferved among 
vou of the terrible judgments which 








at ye fhould not after 
to judgment (1). 
ings of ehole who bad 
treated their own fouls unjullly.1— 
wiz. Of the Adites and Thamudites. 
* And it appeared plainly unto von 
ww we had dealt with them.J—Not 
- by the hiflories of thofe “people 
édin the Korda, but alfo by 
he moauments remaining of then 














m, Al Zamaxusuar:z, Yauya. 


befel them. | 

* When the earth fhall be changed 
into another earth, and the heavens 
into other heavens. ]—This the Mo- 
hammedans fuppote will come to 
pafs at the laft-dav: the earth becom- 
mg white and even, or, ‘as fome will 
have it, of filver; and the heavens of 
gold (2). 


{2} idem, V. Prelim. Dife. 
bound 
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bound together in fetters: their inner garments fhall 
be of pitch, and fire fhall cover their faces; that 
Gop may reward every foul, according to what it 
fhall have deferved; for Gon is fwift in taking an 
account. This is a fufficient admonition unto men, 
that they may be warned thereby, and that they may 
know there is but one Gop; and that thofe who are 
endued with underftanding may confider, 


CHAP. XV. 


Intitled, AL Heyr'; revealed at Mecca, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


LL. R.* Thefe are the figns of the book, and 

of the perfpicuous Koran. * The time may XIV, 
come when the unbelievers fhall wifh that they had 
been Moflems*. Suffer them to cat, and to enjoy 
themfelves in this world; and let hope entertain them: 
but they fhall hereafter know their folly. We have 
not deftroyed any city, but a fixed term of repentance 
was appointed them. No nation fhall be punifhed 
before their time fhall be come; neither fhall they be 
re{pited after. The Mzccans fay, O thou to whom 
the admonition* hath been fent down, thou art cer- ~ 
tainly pofleffed with a devil: wouldeft thou not have 
come unto us with an attendance of angels, if thou 
hadfl fpoken truth? Anfwer, We fend not down the 
angels unlefs on a juft occafion”; nor fhould they b¢ 


© Al Hejr is a territory in the pro- * The admanition. ]—i. ¢. The re- 


vince of Hejaz, between Medina and 
Syria, where the tribe of hamid 
dwelt (1); andis mentioned towards 
the end of this chapter. 

* See the Prelim. Difc. fee, IL 
p. 78, &e. 

¥ When the unbelievers fhall wifh 
that they had been Moflems. ]—viz. 
When they fhall {ee the fuccefs and 
profperity of the true believers; or 
when they fhali come to die; or at 
the refurrections 


velations which compofe the Koran. 

Y A jutt accafion.]--When the di- 
vine wifdom fhall judge it proper to 
ule their minifiry, as in bearing his 
revelations to the prophets, and the 
executing bis fentence on wicked 
people; but not to humour you with 
their appearance in vifible fhapes, 
which, fhould your demand be com- 
plied with, would only increafe your 
confufion, and bring Gon’s vengeance 
on you the fooner. 


(1) Sce Prelim. Difc. p. 9. 


E3 


then 
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then refpited any longer. We have furely fent down 
the Koran; and we will certainly preferve the fame 
from corruption’. We have heretofore fent apoftles 
before thec, among the ancient fe&ts: and there came 
no apoftle unto them, but they laughed him to fcorn. 
In the fame manner will we put it into the hearts of 
the wicked Meccans to fcoff at their prophet: they 
fhall not believe on him; and the fentence of the 
nations of old hath been executed herctofore. If we 
fhould open a gate in the heaven above them, and 
they fhould afcend thereto* all the day long, they 
would {urely fay, Our eyes are only dazzled: or 
rather we are people deluded by enchantments. We 
have placed the twelve figns in thc heaven, and have 
fet them out in various figures for the obfervation of 
fpe@lators: and we guard them from every devil® 

riven away with ftones®; except him who lifteneth 
by ftealth, at whom a vifible flame is darted’, We 
have alfo fpread forth the earth, and thrown thereon 
Stable mountains; and we have caufed every kind of 
vegetable to fpring forth in the fame, according to a 
determinate weight: and we have provided therein 
neceffaries of life for you, and for him whom ye do 
not fuftain’, There is no one thing but the ftore- 
houfes thereof are in our hands; and we diftribute 
not the fame otherwife than in a determinate meafure. 


Cuap, 15. 


* Sce the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. 


+98, 99. 
sa Aad they fhould afcend thereto. ] 
~-i.e. The incredulous Meccans 
themfclves ; or as others ratherthink, 
the angels in viltble forms. 

* We-guard them from every de- 
vil, &c.J—For the Mohammedans 
imagine that the devils endeavour to 
afcend to the conficilations, to pry 
into the atlions, and overhear the dif— 
courfe of the inhabitants of heaven, 
and to tempt them, They alfo pre- 
tend that thefe evil fpirits had the 
liberty of entering any of the heavens 
till the birth of Jesus, when they 
were cxcluded three of them; but 


G1) Al Barpaw:, 


{2} Idem. 


that on the birth of Mohammed they 
were forbidden the other four (1). 

© See chap. 3. p. 61. not. 4. 

* At whom a vifible flame is dart- 
ed.J—For when a flar feems to fall 
or thoot, the Mohammedans fuppofe 
the angels, who keep guard in the 
conftelfations, dart them at the devils 
who approach too near. 

* And for him whom ye do nat 
faftain.]—viz- Your family, fervants, 
and flaves, whom ye wrongly ima- 
gine that ye feed yourfelves; though 
at is Gon who provides for them as 
well as you (2): or, as fome rather 
think, the animals, of whom men 
take no care (3). 


(3) Ja PDDIN, ‘ 
LLALQODIN, We 
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We alfo fend the winds driving the pregnant clouds, 
and we fend down from heaven water, whereof we 
give you to drink, and which ye keep not in ftore. 
Verily we give life, and we put to death; and we are 
the heirs of all things‘. We know thofe among you 
who go before ; and we know thofe who ftay behind ®. 
And thy Loro fhall gather them together at the 
laft-day ; for he is knowing and wife. We -created 
man of dried clay, of black mud formed into fhape?: 
and we had before created the devil of fubtile fire. 
And remember when thy Lorp faid unto the angels, 
Verily Iam about to create man of dried clay, of 
black mud, wrought into fhape; when therefore I 
{hall have completely formed him, and fhall have 
breathed of my fpirit into him; do ye fall down and 
worthip him. “And all the angels worlhipped Apam 
iogether, except Esxis, who refufed to be with thofe 
who worthipped him. And GOD faid unto him, O 
311s, what hindered thee from being with thofe who 
worfhipped Apam? He anfwered, it is not fit that 
1 {hould worfhip man, whom thou haft created of 
dried clay, of black mud, wrought into fhape. GOD 
laid, Get thee therefore hence ; for thou fhalt be 
driven away with ftones: and a curle fhall be on 
thee, until the day of judgment. The devil faid, 
O Lonp, give me refpite until the day of refurrec= 
tion. GOD anfwered, Verily thou fhalt be one of 
thofe who are refpited until the day of the appointed 
time, The devil replied, O Lorp, becaufe thou 


§ The heirs of all things. J—i. ¢. 
Alone furviving, when al! creatures 
fhall be dead and annihilated. 

We know thofe anong you who 
go before, and thofe who Ray be- 
hind, ]—Whart thefe words particu- 
larly drive at, is uncertain. Some 
think them f{poken of the different 
times of men’s feveral entrance into 
this world, and their departure out 
of it; others of the refpedtive for- 
wardnefs and backwardnefs of Mo- 


hammed’s men in battle ; and a third 
fa\s, the pallage was occafioned by 
the different behaviour of Moham- 
med’s followers, on feeing a very 
beautiful woman at_prayers behind 
the prophet; fome of them going out 
of the Mofque before her, to avoid 
looking on her more nearly, and 
others flaying behind, on purpofe to 
view her (1). 

® See chap. il. p. 6, &c. 

® See ibid. and chap. 7. 


(1) Al Bsrpawi. 
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haft feduced me, I will furcly tempt them to difobe- 
dience in the earth; and I will feduce them all, ex- 
cept fuch of. them as fhall be thy chofen fervants. 
GOD faid, This is the right way with me*, Verily 
as to my fervants, thou fhalt have no power over 
them; but over thofe only who fhall be feduced, and 
who fhall follow thee. And hell is furely denounced 
unto them all: it hath feven gates; unto cvery gate 
a diftin&t company of them fhall be affigned'. But 
thofe who fear GOD fhall dwell in gardens, amidit 
fountains. The angels fhall fay unto them, Enter ye 
therein in peace and fecurity. And we will remove 
all grudges from their breafls''; they fhall be as bre- 
thren, fitting over againt one another" on couches: 
wearinefs fhail not atteét them therein, neither fhall 
they be caft out thence for ever. Declare unto my 
fervants that I am the gracious, the merciful GOD; 
and that my punifhment is a grievous punifhment. 
And relate unto them the hillory of Asrauam’s 
gueits®, When they went in unto him, and faid, 
Peace be unto thee; he anfwered, Verily we are afraid 
of you?; and they replied, Fear not; we bring thee 
the promife of a wife fon. He faid, Do ye bring 
me the promife of a fon now old age hath overtaken 


Cuap. 15. 


_ine ? what is it therefore that ye tell me? They faid, 


We have told thee the truth; be not therefore one 
of thofe who defpair. He anfiwered, And who de- 
{paireth of the mercy of Gon, except thofe who err? 


* This is the right way with me.] bs promoted, according to their re- 





—The faving of the eleé, and utrer 
reprobation of the wicked, according 
to my eternal decree, 
' See the Prelim, Dile. feet. IV. 
5 





will remove’ all grudges 
from their breafts. ]}—That is all ha- 
tred and il-will, which they bore 
each other in their life-time (1); or, 
as fome choole to expound it, all 
envy or heart-burning on account of 
different degrees of honour and 
veppincts to which the bleffed will 





{1) Sce chap. 7. 


ive merits. 
itting over againft one another. } 
r turning their backs to one 
another (2); which might be con- 
ftrued a fign of contempt. 

° Seechap. 11. p. 26, &e. 

® We are afraid of you. |_—What 
occafioned Abraham’s apprehenfion 
was, either their fudden entering 
without leave, or their coming at an 
unfeafonable time; or elfe their not 
eating with him, 





(2) Janvaro’porn, 


And 
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And he faid, What is your errand therefore, O mef. 
fengers of GOD? They aniwered, Verily we are 
fent to deftroy a wicked peuple: but as for the family 
of Loc, we will fave them all, except his wife; we 
have decreed that fhe fhall be one of thofe who remain 
behind to be deftroyed with the infidels. And when the 
meffengers came to the family of Lot, he faid unto 
them, Verily ye are people who are unknown to me, 
They anfwered, But we are come unto thee to exccute 
that {entence, concerning which your fellow-citizens 
doubied: we tell thee a certain truth; and we are mef. 
fengers of veracity. Thercfore lead forth thy family,in 
fome time of the night; and do you follow behind them, 
and let none of you turn back; but go whither ye are 
commanded’. And we gave him this command; be- 
caufe the urmoft remnant of thofe people was to be cut 
off in the morning. And the inhabitants of the city 
came unto Lor, rejoicing at the news of the arrival of 
fome ftrangers. And he faid unto them, Verily thefe 
are my guelts: wherefore do not dilgrace me by abufing 
them; but fear Gon, and put me not to fhame. They 
‘ anfwered, Have we not forbidden thee from entertain- 
ing or proteéling any man? Lor replied, Thefe are 
my daughters; therefore rather make ufe of them, if ye 
be refolved to do what ye purpofe, As thou liveft they 
wander in their folly. Wherefore a terrible florm from 
heaven affailed them at fun-rife: and we turned the city 
upfide down; and we rained on them ftones of baked 
clay. Verily herein are figns unto men of fagacity : 
and thofe cities were punifhed, to point out a right way 
for men‘to walk in. Verily herein is a fign unto the 
true believers. The inhabitants of the wood near 
Mipran * were ulfo ungodly : wherefore we took ven- 


« Whither ye are commanded. ]— * The inhabitants of the wood. ]J— 
Which was into Syria; or into Egypt ~Towhom Shoaib was alfo fent,aswell 

ne as to the inhabitants of Midian. 

* Some will have thefe words Abu’lfedafays thele people dwelt near 
fpoken by the angels to Lot; others,. ‘Tabuc, and that they were not of the 
by Goo to Mohammed. fame tribe with Shoaib (2), 


(1) Al Burpaws, Jarraro’pprn. (2) See alfo Geogr. Nub. p. 110, 
: geance 
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geance on them ‘. And both of them were deftroyed, 
to ferve as a manifeft rule for men to direét their a€tions 
by. .And the inhabitants of Av Heyer‘ likewife here- 
tofore accufed the meffengers of GOD of impofture = 
and we produced our figns unto them, but we retired 
afar off from the fame. And they hewed houfes out 
of the mountains, to fecure themfelves. But a ter- 
rible noife from heaven affailed them in the morning : 
neither was what they had wrought of any advantage 
unto them. We have not created the heavens and 
the earth, and whatever is contained between them, 
otherwife than in juftice: and the hour of judgment 
fhall furely come. Wherefore, O MonamMen, for- 
give thy people with a gracious forgivenefs™. Verily 
thy Lorp is the creator of thee and of them, and 
knoweth what is moft expedient. We have already 
brought unto thee {even verfes which are frequently to 
be repeated*, and the glorious Koran. Caft not 
thine eyes on the good things which we have beftowed 
on feveral of the unbelievers, fo as to covet the fame’; 
neither be thou grieved on their account. Behave 
thyfelf with meeknefs towards the true believers; and 
fay, I ama public preacher. If they believe not, we 
will infli@ a like punifhment on them. As we have in- 
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* We took vengeance on them. ]- 
Deftroying them for their incredu- 
Kity and difobedience, by a hot fuffo~ 


cating wing ( ): 
« The inhabitants of Al Hejr.J— 
‘Who were the tribe of Thamiid (2). 

v This verfe, it is faid, was abro- 
gated by that of the {word. 

* Seven verfes, &c. ]—That is, the 
fir chapter of the Koran, which con- 
filts of fo many verfes: though fome 
fuppole the feven long chapters (3) 
are here intended, 

y Caft not thine eyes on the good 
things which we have beftowed on 
feveral of the unbelievers, &c.J—- 
That is, Do not envy or covet their 
worldly profperity, fince thou hat 
seceived in the Koran, a bleffing, in 


(1) Tide. 
qi Al Berpawi. 


(2) See chap. 7. and Prelim, Dife. p.9. 


comparifon whereof all that we have 
beftowed on them, ought to be con- 
temned as of no value. A! Beidawi 
mentions a tradition, that Moham- 
med meeting at Adhniat (a town of 
Syria) feven caravans, very richly 
Jaden, belonging to fone Jews of the 
tribes of Koreidha and al Nadis, his 
men had a great mind to plunder 
them, faying, That thole riches 
would he of very great fervice for the 
propagation-of Gon’s true religion, 

jut the prophet reprefented to them, 
by this paffage, that they had no rea- 
fon to repine, Goo having given 
them the feven verfes, which were 
infinitely more valuable than thofe 
feven caravans (4). 





(3) See chap. 9. 
flied 
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fli&ied on the dividers’, who diftinguifhed the Koran 
into different parts; for by thy Lorn, we wiil de- 
mand an account from them all, of that which they 
have wrought. Wherefore publifh that which thou 
halt been commanded, and withdraw from the ido- 
laters. We will furely take thy part againft the 
fcoffers*, who affociate with Gop another god; they 
fhall furely know their folly. And now we well know: 
that thou art deeply concerned on account of that which 
they fay: but do thou celebrate the praife of thy 
Lorp; and be one of thofe who worfhip; and ferve 


thy Lorn, until death? fhall overtake thee. 


* The dividers.]—Some interpret 
the original word, the obftruéters, 
who hindered men from entering 
Mecca, to vifit the temple, left they 
fhould be perfuaded to embrace [lam : 
and this, it is faid, was done by ten 
men who were all flain at Bedr. 
Others tranflate the word, who bound 
them{clves by oath ; and fuppofe cer- 
tain Thamoudites, who fwore to kill 
Saleh by night, are here meant. But 
the fentence more probably relates to 
the Jews and Chriftians, who (fay the 
Mohammedaus) receive fome part of 
the {criptures, and rejeét others; and 
alfo approved of. fome paffages of 
the Koran, and difapproved of o- 
thers, according to therr prejudices ; 
or elfe to the unbelieving Meccans, 
fome of whom called the Koran a 
piece of witchcraft; others, flights 
of divination; others, old flories; 
and others, a poetical compofition 

1p. 
; * We will take thy part againit 
the {coffers.]—This paflage, it is 
faid, was revealed on account of five 
noble Koreifh, whofe names were 


(1) Idem, Jauuazo’ppin, 


al Walid Ebn al Mogheira, al As 
Ebn Wayel, Oda Ebn Kais, al Af- 
wad Ebn Abd Yaghith, and al AL 
wad Ebn al Motalleb, ‘Thefe were 
inveterate enemics of Mohammed, 
continually perfecuting him, and 
turning him into ridicule: wherefore 
at length Gabriel came and told him 
thache was commanded to take his 
part againft them ; and on the angel's 
making a fign towards them one after 
another, al Walid paffing by fome 
arrows, one of them hitched in his 
arment, and he, out of pride, not 
looping to take it off, but walking 
forward, the head of it cut a vein ia 
his heel, and he bled to death; al As 
‘was killed with‘a thorn, which flruck 
into the fole of his foot, and caufed 
his leg to {well to a monftrous fize ; 
Oda died with violent and perpetual 
fheezing; al Afwad Ebn Yaghith 
run his head againft a thorny tree and 
killed himfelf; and al Afwad Eba 
al Motalleb was {truck blind (2). 
_ » Death,.J—Literally, That which 
is certain. 


(2) Al Bexvaws. 


CHAP. 
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GF A Ps XVE 
Intitled, The Bee‘; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE fentence of Gop will furely come to be 
executed; wherefore do not haften it.  Praile 

be unto him! and far be that from him which they 
aflociate with him! He fhall caufe the angels to de- 
{cend with a revelation by his command, unto fuch of 
his fervants as he pleafeth, faying, Preach that there 
is.no Gop, except myfelf; therefore fear me. He 
hath created the heavens and the earth to manifeft his 
juftice: far be that from him which they affociate 
with him! He hath created man of feed; and yet be- 
hold he is a profeffed difputer againft the refurrettion*. 
He hath likewife created the cattle for you: from them 
yc have wherewith to keep yourfelves warm‘, and 
other advantages; and of them do ye alfo eat. - And 
they arc likewife a credit unto you*, when ye drive 
them home in the evening, and when ye lead them forth 
to feed in the morning: and they carry your burdens 
to a diftant country, at which ye could not otherwife 
arrive, unlefs with great difficulty to yourfelves; for 
your Lorp is compaffionate and merciful. And he 
hath alfo created horfes, and mules, and affes, that ye 
may ride thercon, and for an ornament unto you; and 
he likewife createth other things which ye know not. 
It appertaineth unto Gon, to inflruct men in the right 


© This infef is mentioned about 
the middle of the chapter. 

« Except the three laft verles. 

© Behold he is a profeffed difputer 
againft the refurreétion. ]—The per- 
fon particularly intended inthis place, 
was Obba Fbn Khalf, who came ta 
Mohammed with a rotten bone, and 
ated him whether it was poffible for 


(1) Idem. 


Gon to reflore it to life (1). 

* Ye have wherewith to keep vour- 
{elves warm.]—viz. Their fkins, 
wool, and hair, which ferve you for 
clothing. 

« A credit unto you.J—Being a 
race to your coust-yards, and a cre- 

it {0 you in the eyes of your neigh- 
bours (2). 


(e} Idem. 
way 5 
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way ; and there is who turneth afide from the fame: but 
if he had pleafed, he would certainly have direCted you 
all. It is he who fendeth down from heaven rain-water, 
whereof ye have to drink, and from which plants, 
whercon yc feed your cattle, receive their nourifhment. 
And by means thereof he caufeth corn, and olives, and 
palm-trees, and grapes, and all kinds of fruits to ring 
forth for you. Surely herein is a fign of the divine 
power and wifdom unto people who confider. And he» 
hath fubjeéted the night and the day to your fervice; 
and the fun, and the moon, and the ftars, which are: 
compelled to ferve by his command. Verily herein are 
figns unto people of underftanding. And he hath alfo 
given you dominion over whatever he hath created for 
you in the earth, diftinguithed by its different colour *, 
Surely hercin is a fign unto people who refle&t. It is 
he who hath fubjeéted the fea unto you, that ye might 
eat filh' thereout, and take from thence ornaments* for 
you to wear: and thou feeft the fhips plowing the waves 
thereof, that ye may feek to enrich yourlelves of his 
abundance, by commerce; and that ye might give thanks, 
And he hath thrown upon the earth mountains firmly 
rooted, left it fhould move with you’, and alfo rivers, 
and paths, that ye might be dircéted: and he hath like: 
wife ordained marks whereby men may know their way ; 
and they are dircéted by the ftars", Shall GOD there- 


» Diftinguifhed by its different co- 


The M:,hammedans fuppofe that the 
Your.J—That is, of every kind; the 


earth, when firft created, was 


various colour of things being one of 
their chief diftinétions (1). 

+ Fifth. ]—Literally, freth flefh; by 
which fith is meant, as being nataral- 
ly more frefh, and fooner liable to 
corruption, than the fleth of birds and 
beafls. The expreffion is thought to 
bave been made ule of here the ra- 
ther, becaufe the produftion of fuch 
frefh food from falt water, is an in- 
ftance of Gon’s power (2). 

* Ornaments.]—As pearls and 


coral. 4 
+ Left it fhould move with you.]- 


(1} Idem, 


fmooth and equal, and thereby lia- 
ble to acircular motion as well as 
the celeflial erbs: and that the an~ 
gels afking, who could be able to 
fiand on fo touering a frame, Goo 
fixedit the next morning by throwing 
the mountains of it, 

» And they are direGed by the 
flars.]~—Which are their guides, not 
only at fea, but alfoon land, when 
they travel by night through the de- 
ferts. ‘The ftars which they obferve 
for this purpofe, are either the pleiy 
ades, or fome of thofe near the pole, 


{2) Idem. 
fore, 
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fore who createth, be as he who createth not? Do ye 
not therefore confider? If ye attempt to reckon up 
the favours of Gon, ye fhall not be able to compute 
their number: Goo is furely gracious, and merciful ; 
and Gov knoweth that which ye conceal, and that 
which ye publifh. But the idols which ye invoke, be- 
fides Gop, create nothing, but are themlelves created. 
‘They are dead, and not living; neither do they under- 
ftand when they fhall be railed", Your Gop is one 
Gop. As to thofé who believe not in the life to come, 
cir hearts deny the plaineft evidence, and they proudly 
rejett the truth. There is no doubt but Goo knoweth 
that which they conceal, and that which they difco- 
ver: verily he loveth not the proud. And when it 
is faid unto them, What hath your Lorn fent down 
unto Mouammen?, they anfwer, Fables of ancient 
times. Thus are they given up to error, that they may 
bear their own burthens without diminution on the 
day of refurrettion, and alfé a part of the burthens of 
thofe whom they caufed to err, without knowledge. 
Will it not be an evil burthen which they fhall bear? 
Their predeceflors devifed plots heretofore; but‘ 
Gop came unto their building, to overthrow it from 
the foundations; and the roof fell on them from 
above, and a punifhment came upon them, from 
whence they did not expeét*. Alfo on the day of re- 
furreétion he will cover them with fhame; and will 
fay, Where are my companions, concerning whom 
ye difputed? Thofe unto whom knowledge fhall 


Cuar. 16. 


» When they fhall he raifed.J—~ 
i.e. At what ume thev or their wor- 
fhippers fhall be raifed to receive 
judgment. : 

© Gop overthrew their building, 
&c,J—Some under'land this paffage 
figuratively, of Gon’s difappointing 
their wicked defigns; but others fup- 
pofe the words Itteraily refate to the 
tower which Nimrod, (whom the 
Mohammedans will have to be the 


fon of Canaan, the fon of Ham, and 
fo the nephew of Cufh, and not his 
fon) built in Babel, and carried to an 
immenle height, {five thoufand cu- 
bits, fay fome,} foolifhly purpofing 
thereby to afcend to heaven and wage 
war with the inhabitants of that 
place; but Gon frnftratedhisattempt, 
utterly overthrowing the tower by 2 
violent wind and earthquake (1), 


fs} Idem, Jarcazo’opin. V, D’easer. Bibl. Orient. Art. Nimrod. 
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have been given’, fhall anfwer, This day fhall fhame 
and mifery fall upon the unbelievers. They whom 
the angels fhall caufe to die, having dealt unjuftly, 
with their own fouls, fhall offer to make their peace 3 
in the article of death, faying, We have done no evil. 
But the angels fhall reply, Yea; verily Gop well 
knoweth that which ye have wrought: wherefore 
enter the gates of hell, therein to remain for ever; 
and miferable fhall be the abode of the proud. And 
it fhall be faid unto thofe who fhall fear GOD, 
What hath your Lorn fent down? They thali an- 
fwer, Good: unto thofe who do right fhall be given 
an excellent reward in this world; but the dwelling 
of the next life fhall be better; and happy fhall be the 
dwelling of the pious! namely, gardens of eternal 
abode‘ into which they fhall enter; rivers fhall flow 
beneath the fame; therein fhall they enjoy whatever 
they with. Thus will Gop recompenfe the pious. 
Unto the righteous whom the angels fhall caufe to 
die, they fhall fay, Peace be upon you; enter ye into 
paradife, as a reward for that which ye have wrought. 
Do the unbelievers expeét any other than that the an- 
gels come unto them, to part their fouls from their bo- 
dies; or that the fentence of thy Lorp come to, be 
executed on them? So did they a& whe were before 
them: and Gop was not unjuft towards them in that 
he deftroyed them; but they dealt unjultly with their 
own fouls: the evils of that which they committed, 
reached them; and the divine judgment which they 
{coffed at, fell upon them. The idolaters fay, If 
Gop had pleafed, we had not worfhipped any thing 
befides him, neither had our fathers : neither had we 


® Thole unto whom knowledge bly excaling their evil a&tions, as 
fhall have been given. ]—viz. The proceeding rom ignorance, and not 
prophets, and the teachers and pro- from obftinacy or malice (1).. 
feffors of Goo’sunity ; or, the angels. * Gardens of eternal abode. }J—— 
4 Shall offer to make their peace.] Literally, gardens of Eden. Sce 
~Making their fubmiffion, and hum- chap, g. 


(1) Hider Interp, 


forbidden 


80 Ar KORAN. Cua. 16. 


forbidden any thing, without him’. So did they who 
were before them. But is the duty of the apoftles any 
other, than public preaching? We have heretofore 
raifed up in every nation an apoftle to admonifh them, 
faying, Worfhip Gop, and avoid Tacuutr’ And of 
them there were {ome whom Gop direéted, and there 
were others of them who were decreed to go aftray. 
Wherefore gothrough the earth, O tribe of KoREIsH, 
and fee what hath been the end of thofe whowaccufed 
their apoftles of impofture. If thou, O prophet, doft 
carneftly wifh for their direftion; verily Goo will not 
dire&t him whom he hath refolved to lead inta error; 
neither fhall they have any helpers. And they fwear 
moft folemnly by Gov, faying, Gon will not raife the 
dead. Yea, the promife thereof is true : but the greater 
part of men know it not. He will raife them that he 
may clearly fhew them the truth concerning which they 
now difagree, and that the unbelievers may know that 
they are liars. Verily our fpeech unto any thing. when 
we will the fame, is, that we only fay unto it, Be 5 
and itis. As for thofe who have fled their country 
for the fake of Gop, afier they had been unjuitly’ 
perfecuted", we will furely provide them an excel- 
tent habitation in this world, but the reward of the 
next life {hal be greater; if they knew it’. They 


_ © Tf£Goo had pleafed, we had not hammed’s departure, were imprifon- 





Wworlhipped any befides him, &c.|— 
Thisthey (poke in a {cofling manner, 
jufifying their idolatry and fuper- 
ftitious abfaining from certain ca 
te (1), by pretending, that ha: 
things been dilagreeabie to Gon, he 
would'not have fuffered them to be 
prattifed. 2 

© TaghGt.J—See ehap. ii. p. 48. 

» Who have fied t country 
after they had been unjuftly perfe- 
cuted. |—Some fuppole the prophet 
and the companions of his flight m 
general, are here intended: others 
fuppofe that thofe are particularly 
micanit in this place, who, after Mo- 











(2) See chap. 9. 


fo} Al Burpawi. 


ced at Mecca on account of their hav~ 
ing embraced his religion, and fuffer. 
ed great perfecution from the Koreifh; 
as, Eelal, Soheib, Khabbab, Ammar, 
Abes, Abu’l Jandal, and Sohail (2), 

~ Tf they knew 1t.J—It is uncer. 
tain whethes the pronoun, they, re- 
lates co the infidels, or to the true 
ievers. Ifto the former, the con- 
quence would be, that they would 
be defirous of a:tatning to the hap- 
pinefs of the Mohajerin, by profef- 
fing the fame faith: if to the latter, 
the knowledge of this is urged as a 
mative to patience and perfeverance 
(o/s 





(3) Idem. 
who 
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who perfevere patiently, and put their truft in their 
Lorp, fhall not fail of happinels in this life and in that 
which is tocome. We have not fent any before thee, 
as our apoftles, other than men*, unto whom we 
{pake by revelation. Inquire therefore of thofe who 
have the cuftody of the {criptures, if ye. know not 
this to be truth. We fent them with evident mi- 
racles, and written revelations 3 and we have fent 
down unto thee this Koran’, that thou mayelt de- 
clare. unto mankind that which hath been fent down 
unto them, and that they may confider. Are they 
who have plotted evil againft their prophet fecure, 
that Gop will not caufe the earth to cleave under 
them, or that a punifhment. will. not. come upon 
them, from whence they do not expe& ; or that he 
will not chaftife them while they are bufied in tra- 
velling from one place to another, and in traffick ? (for 
they fhall not be able to elude the power of GOD,) or 
that he will not chaltife them by a gradual deftruc- 
tion ? But your Lorn is truly gracious and merciful 
in granting you refpite. Do they not confider the 
things which Gop hath created 3 whofe fhadows are 
caft on the right-hand and on the left, worthipping 
Gon’, and become contrafted ? Whatever moveth 
both in heaven and on earth, worfhippeth Gon, and 
the angels alfo ; and they are not elated with pride, 
fo as to difdain his fervice : they fear their Lorp, who 
isexalted above them, and perform that which they 
are commanded. Gon faid, Take not unto yourfelves 
two gods; for there is but one Gop: and revere 
me. Unto him belongeth whatfoever is in heaven 
and on earth; and unto him is obedience eternally 
due. Will ye therefore fear any befides Gon ? What- 
ever, favours ye have received, are certainly from 
God; and when evil affliGeth you, unto him do ye 
make your fupplication ; yet when he taketh the 

7 Th Regen SP Pe er penciny ta diet 

(1) See the Prelim. Dife, fe&. HI. Pe 75. 
Vox. HW, F evil 
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evil from of you, behold, a part of you give a com. 
panion unto their Lorp, to fhew their ingratitudé 
for the favours we have beftowed on them. Delight 
ourfélves in the enjoyments of thislife : but hereafter 
fltall ye know that ye cannotefcape the divine vengeance. 
And they fet apart unto idols which have no know- 
ledge *, a part of the food which we have provided 
for them. By Gon, ye fhall furely be called to ac- 
count for that which ye have falfely devifed. They 
attribute daughters unto Gon’; (far be it from 
him!) but unto themfelves children of the fex which 
they defires. And when any of them is told: thé 
news of the birth of a female, his face becometh 
black*, and he is deeply affliéted: he hideth himfelf 
from the people, becaufe of the ill tidings which have 
been told him; confidering within hiwifelf whether he 
fhall keep it with difgrace, or whether he fhall bury 
it inthe duft. Do they not’make an-ill judgment? 
Unto thofe who believe not in the next life, ‘the fimi- 
litude of evil ought to be applied; and-unto Gon the 
moft fublime fimilitude*: for he is mighty and wife. 
If Gop fhould punifh men for their iniquity, he 
would not leave on the earth any moving thing: but 
he giveth them refpite unto an appointed time ; and 
when thei time fhall come, they fhall not be refpited 


* Of the fex which they defire.} 
——viz, Sons: for, the Birth ofa 
daughter was looked on as a kind 


* Idols which have no knowledge. J 
—Or, which they know not; fool- 
ifhly imagining that any have power 


to help them, or mtereft with Goo 
to intercede for them, 

As to the ancient Arabs fetring 
apart a_certain portion of the pro- 
duce of their lands for their idols, 
and their fuperfiitious abitaining 
from the ufe of certaim cattle, in 
honour to the fame, fee chap. 5. 
and chav. 6.and the notes there. 

& See the Prelim. Dile. 
Al Beidawi favs, that rhe tribes 
Khozdah and Kenna, in particular, 
ufod to call the angels the daughters 
af Gor. 





of misfortune among the Arabs; and 
they often ufed to put them to death 
by burying them alive (4). 

4 His face becommeth black. ]—i. & 
Clouded with confufion and forrow, 

* This paffage condemnsthe Méce 
cansinjudicious and blafphemous ap~ 
plication of fuch circumftances to 

Foo as were unworthy of him, and 

not only derogatory to the perfect 
ons of the Deity, but even difgrace. 
ful to man ; while they arrogantly 
applied the more honourable circum= 
flances to themfelves. 


{1} See chap. 81, 


an 
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an hour, neither fhail their punifhment be ariticipated, 
They attribute unto Gop that which’ they diflike 
themfelves ‘, and their tongues utter a He; Namely, 
that the reward: of paradife isfor them. “There is 116 
doubt but that’ the fire ‘of hell is: prepared forthem, 
and that they fhall -be fent thither before-‘the ‘ref of 
the wicked. By Gon, wehave heretofore fent mef. 
fengers unto the nations before thee: but Saran pre- 
pared their works for them; he was their: patron’ in 
this world’, and in’ that which ‘is to. come ‘they’ dhall 
fuffer a grievous torment: “We have not fent ‘down 
the book-of the Koran unto thee, for any other pur- 
pofe, than that thou fhouldef‘dedlare unto: them that 
truth concerning’ which’ they GHfagrees-and fot = dix 
retion and’ mercy unto people who belicve. Gop 
fendeth down water from heaven, and caufeth the 
earth to revive after it hath been dead. Verily ‘herein 
isa, fign of the refurre€tion: unto people who hearken. 
Ye have alfo in cattle an example of infiru@ion: we 
give you to drink of that which is in their bellies, a 
liquor between digefted dregs, and blood’, namely 
pure milk‘, which is {wallowed with pleafure by 
thofe who drink it. And of the fruits of palm-trees, 
and of grapes, ye obtain an inebriating liquor; and 
alfo good nourifhment*. - Verily. hergin-isa fign unto 
people who underftand, Thy Lorn fpake by infpi- 


They attribute unto Gop that 
which they diflike themfelves.]—By 
giving him daughters, and affoci- 
ates in power and honour ; by difre- 
garding his meffengers ; and by fet- 
tng apart the better thare of the pre- 
fents and offerings for their idols, and 
the worfe fordhim (1). : 

* He was their patron in this 
wofld.]—or, He is the patron of 
them, (viz. the Koreifh) this day, &c. 

» A liquor between digefted dregs, 
and blood.]—The milk confifting of 
certain particles of the blood, {up- 
plied from_the finer parts of the 
aliment. Ebn Abbas fays, that the 
groffer parts of the food fubfide into 


(1) Al Brrpawre 
F 


excrement, and that the finer -patts 
‘are converted into milk, and the 
fineft of all into blood. 

* Pure milk. j—Having neither the 
colour of the blood, netthe dmeil 
of the excrements. we 

* And of the fruit of palm-trees 
andof grapes, ye obtain an inebriatin, 
liquor, and alfe good nouriffment.3 
—Notonly wine, which is forbidden, 
but alfo lawfal food, as dates, rai. 
fins, a kind of honey flowing from 
the dates, and vinegar. 

Some have fuppofed that thefe 
words-allow the moderate ufe of 
wine; but the contrary is the re- 
ceived opinion (2), 


{2) See chap. 2, p. 39. 


2 ration 
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ration unto the bee, faying, Provide thee houfes! in 
the mountains, and in the trees, and of thofe mate- 
rials wherewith men build hives for thee: then eat of 
every kind of fruit, and walk in the beaten paths of 
thy Lory™.. There proceedeth from their bellies a 
liquor of various colour"; wherein is a medicine for 
men®. Verily herein is a fign unto people who con- 
fider. Gop hath created you, and he will hereafter 
caufe you to die: and fome of you fhall have his 
life prolonged to a decrepit age, fo that he fhall for- 
get whatever he knew; for Gon is wife and powerful, 
Gop caufeth fome of you to excel-others in worldly 
pofleffions ; yet they who are caufed to excel, do not 
give their wealth unto the flaves whom their right- 
hands poffefs, that they may become equal fharers 
therein®. Do they therefore deny the beneficence 
of Gop? Gop hath ordained you wives from among 
yourfelves’, and of your wives hath granted you 
children and - grand-children ; and hath beftowed on 


§ Houfes.J——So the apartments 
which the bee builds are here called, 
becaufe of their beautiful workman~ 
fhip, and admirable contrivance, 
which no geometriciancan excel] (1). 

= And walk inthe beaten paths of 
thy Loxv.]—1. e. The ways through 
which, by_Gon’s power, the bitter 
flowers paffing the bee’s ftomach be- 
come honey; or, the methods of 
making honey, which he has taught 
her by inftin ; or elfe the ready 
way home from the diflant places to 
which that infeA flies (2). R 

* A liquor of various colour. J~viz. 
Honey ; the colour of which is very 
diferent, occafioned by the ditfe- 
rent plants on which the bees feed : 
fome being white, fome yellow, 
fome red, and fomeblack i 

© Wherein isa medicine formen. 
——The fame being not only goo 
food, but a ufeful remedy in feveral 
diftempers, particularly thofe occa- 
fioned by phlegm. There isa Rory 
that a man came once to Moham- 


(1) AlBsrpawi. = (2) Idem. 


(3) Idem. 


med, and told him that his brother 
was afflited with a violent pain in 
his belly: upon which the prophet 
bade him give him fome honey. 
The fellow took his advice; but 
foon after coming again, told him 
that the medicine had done his 
brother no manner of fervice ; Mo- 
hammed anfwered, Go and give him 
more honey, for Gon fpeaks truth, 
and thy brother’s belly lies, Andthe 
dofe being repeated, the man, by 
Gop’s mercy, was immediately cu- 
red i cae 

» They give not their wealth unto 
their flaves, &c.]—Thefe words re- 
prove the idolatrous Meccans who 
could admit created being to a 
fhare of the divine honour, though 
they fuffered not their flaves ‘to 
thare with themfelves in what Gow 
had beftowed on them (5). 5 
_f From among yourfelves J~That 
is, of your own nations and tribes. 
Some think the formation of Eve 
from Adam is here intended. 


(4) Idem, (5) Idem. 
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you good things for food. Will they therefore be- 
lieve in that which is vain, and ungratefully deny 
the goodnefs of Gop? They worfhip, befides Gon, 
idols which poffefs nothing wherewith to faftain 
them, either in heaven or on earth; and have no 
power. Wherefore liken not any thing unto Gop": 
for Gop knoweth, but ye know not. Gop pro- 
poundeth as a parable a poffeffed flave, who hath 
power over nothing, and him on whom we have be- 
ftowed a good provifion from us, and who giveth 
alms thereout both fecretly and openly *: fhall thefe 
two be efteemed equal? Gon forbid! But the greater 
part of them know it not. Gop alfo propoundeth 
as a parable two men; one of ‘them born dumib,~who 
is unable to do or underftand any thing, but is a bur- 
then unto his mafter; whitherfoever he fhall fend 
him, he fhall not return with any good fuccefs: fhall 
this man, and he who hath his fpeech and underftanding, 
and who commandeth that which is juft, and fol. 
loweth the right way, be efteemed equal‘? Unto 
Gon alone is the fecret of heaven and.earth known. 
And the bufinefs of the laft hour* fhall be only as 
the twinkling of an eye, or even more quick: for 
Gop is almighty. Gop hath brought you forth 
from the wombs of your mothers ; ye “knew nothing, 


¥ Liken not any thing unto Gop. ] 
—-—Or propound no fimilitudes or 
comparifons between him and his 
creatures. One argument the Mec- 
cans employed in defence of their 
idolatry, it feems, was, that the wor- 
fhip of inferior deities did honour to 
Gop; in the fame manner as the 
refpeét fhewed to the fervants of a 
rince, does honour to the prince 
Pimfelf(1). 

* Gop propoundeth as a parable a 
offeffed flave, &c.J—The idols are 
Pere likened to a flave, who is fo 
far from having any thing of his 
‘own, that he is himfelf in the pof- 
feffion of another ; whereas Goo is 
asa rich free man, who provideth 


(:) Idem. 


for his family abundantly, and alfo 
affiftech others who have need, both 


“in public and private (2). 


© Gop alfo propoundeth asa paras 
ble two men, &c. ]-~The idol is here. 
again reprefented under the image 
of one who, by a defe& in his 
fenfes, is a ufelefs burthen to the 
man who maintains him; and Goo, 
under that of a perfon completely 
qualified either todireét or to execute 
any ufeful undertaking. Some fu 
pole the comparifon 1s intended of a 
true believer and an infidel. 

* The bufinefs of the laft hour.J— 
aoe is, The refurre@ion of tho 


(2) Idem, Janvaro’ppin. 


F3 


and 


s 
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and he gave ‘yeu the fenfes of hearing and feeing, and 


underftandings, that ye might. give thanks. 


Do 


they not behold the- fowls which are enabled to fly 
in the’opcn firmament of heaven? ‘none. fupporteth 


them exccpt Gop, 
ple who believe. 


Verily herein are figns unto peo- 
Gop hath alfo provided your 


houfes for habitations for you; and hath alfo pro- 
vided you tents of the {kins of cattle, which ye 
find light to. be removed on:the day of your departure 
to new quarters, and eafy tobe pitched on the day of 
your fitting down therein: aad. of their wool, and 
their fur, and their hair hath he {applied you with 
furniture and houfchold-ftuff for a {cafon. And Gop 
hath provided for you, .of that which he hath created, 
conveniencics to fhade you from the fun”, and he hath 
alfo provided you places of retreat in the mountains *, 
and he hath given you garments to defend you from 
the heat’, and coats of mail to defend you in. your 


wars. 


Thus doth he accomplith his favour. towards 


‘you, that ye may refign yourfelves unto him, But vif 
‘they turn back; verily thy duty is public preaching 
- only. They acknowledge the goodnefs of Gop, and 
afterwards they deny the fame’, but the greater part 


of them are unbelievers *. 


Ona certain day we will 


raife a witnefs out of every nation®: then they who! 
fhall have been unbelievers fhall not be fuffered to 
excufe themfelves, neither fhall they be received into 


favour. 


And when they who fhall have aéted un- 


juftly thall fee the torment prepared for them ; (it fhall. 
not be mitigated unto them, neither fhall they be 


~ Conveniencies to fhade you from 
the fun.J—As trees, houfes, tents, 
mountains, &c. 5 

x Places of retreat fthe moun- 
tains, }—viz. Caves and Fgrottos both 
natural and artificial. 

¥ Todefend you fromthe heat. }-Al 
Beidawi fays, thatone extreme, and 
that the moft infupportable in Ara- 
bin, is here put for both; but Jal- 
ddin fuppofes thé by heat we 
1 this place to urderfland cold. 
* They acknowledge'the goodnels 








of Gon, and “they deny 
the fame. ]-Comangton to be the 
author of all’tHe bleffings they en- 
joy ; and yet dirc@ing their worfhi 
and thanks to their idols, by whofe 
interceffion they imagine bleflings 
are obtained. . 

* But the’greater part of them are 
unbelievers. ]—-Abfolutely denying. 
Gop’s providence, either through! 
ignorance, or peiverfenels. 

* Sce chap. 4.. 


refpited ;) 
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tefpited ;) and when thofe who have been guilty of 
idolatry fhall fee their falfe gods‘, they fhall fay, 
O Lonrp, thefe are our idols which we invoked, be- 
fides thee. But they fhall return an anfwer unto 
them, faying, Verily ye are. liars“, And on that day 
fhall the wicked offer fubmiflion unto Gop ; and the 
falfe deities which they imagined fhall abandon them. 
As for thofe who fhall have been infidels, and fhall 
have turned afide others from the way of Gop, we 
will add unto them punifhment upon punifhment, 
becaufe they have corrupted others. On a certain day 
-we will raife up in every nation a witnefs againit 
them from among themfelves;, and we will bring 
thee, O Monamoep, asa witnels againf thefe Ana, 
Brians. We have fent down unto thee the book of the 
Koran, for an explication of every thing neceflary 
both as to faith and praétice, and a direction, and mer- 
cy and good tidings unto the Moflems. Verily Gop 
commandeth juftice, and the doing of good, and the 
giving unto kindred what fhall be neceflary ; and he 
forbiddeth wickednefs, and iniquity, and oppreffion : 
he admonifheth you that ye may remember‘, Per- 
form your covenant with Gov 5, when ye enter into 
covenant with him ; and viclate not your oaths, after 
the ratification thereof; fince ye have made Gop a 


© Their falfe gods.J--—Literally, 
Their companions. 

“Ye are liars.]—For that we are 
not the companions of Gop, as ye 
imagined; neither did ye reall 
ferve us, but your own corrupt af- 
fetions and lufts; nor yet were ye 
Jed into idolatry by us, but ye fell 

. into it of your own accord (1). 

© This verfe, which was the occa- 
fion of the converfion of Othmén 
Ebn Matin, the commentators fay, 
containeth the whole, which itis a 
man’s duty cither to perform or to 
avoid ; and is alone a fufficient de- 
monftration of what is faidin_ the 
foregaing verfe. Under the three 
things bere commanded, they un- 


(x) Al Bzipawt. 


F4 


derftand the belief of Gov’s unity, 
without inclining to atheifm, on 
the one hand, or polytheifm, on 
the other; obedience to the com- 
mands of Gon; and charity to- 
wards thofe in diflrefs. And under 
the three things forbidden, they 
comprehend all cortupt and carnal 
affettions; all falfe do€trines and 
heretical opinions; and all injuftice 
towards man (2). 

¥ Perform your covenant with 
Gon.]—By perfevering in’ his true 
religion, Some think that the oath 
of fidelity taken to Mohammed by 
bis followers, is chiefly intended 
ere. 


{z) Idem. 
witnels 
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witnefs over you. Verily Gop knoweth that which 
ye do. And be not like unto her who undoeth that 
which fhe hath fpun, untwifting it after fhe hath 
twifted it ftrongly *; taking your oaths between you 
deceitfully, becaufe one party is more numerous than 
another party". Verily Gop only tempteth you 
therein; and he. will make that manifeft unto you, 
on the day of refurre€tion, concerning which ye now 
difagree. If Gop had pleafed, he would furely have 
made ygu one people‘: but he will lead into error 
whom he pleafeth, and he will dire€&t whom he 
pleafeth ; and ye fhall furely give an account of that 
which ye have done. Therefore take not your oaths 
between you deceitfully, left your foot flip, after it 
hath been ftedfaftly fixed, and ye tafte evil in this life, 
for that ye have turned afide from the way of Gop; 
and ye fuffer a grievous punifhment in the life to come. 
And fell not the covenant of Gon for a {mall price * ; 
for with Gon is a better recompenfe prepared for you, 
if ye be men of underftanding. That which is with 
you will fail; but that which is with Gop is perma- 
nent : and we will furely reward thofe who fhall per- 
fevere, according to the utmoft merit of their a€tions. 
Whofo worketh righteoufhefs, whether he be male or 
female, and isa true believer, we will furely raife him 
toa happy life; and we will give them their reward 
according to the utmoft merit of their a€tions. When 


® Be not like her who undoeth 
that which fhe hath fpun, &c,— 
Some fuppole that a particular wo- 
man is meant in this paflage, who 
ufed (like Penelope) to undoat night, 
the work that fhe had done in the 
day. Her name, they fay, was 
Reita Bint Saad Ebn Teym, of, the 
tribe of Koreith (1). 

* Taking your oaths deceitfully, 
hecaufe one party is more numerous 
than another. ]—OF this infincerity 
in their alliances the Koreith are ac- 
cufed ; it being ufval with them, 
when they faw the enemies of their 
confederates to be fuperior in force, 


(1} Al Burpawr. 


(2) Idem, 


to renounce their league with their 
old friends, and frike up one with 
the others (2), 

i One people.J—Or, of one re- 
Kigion. 
Sell not the covenant of Gon 
for a {mall price.]—That is, Be nos 
prevailed on to renounce your reli- 
gion, or your engagements with 
your Prophet by any_promifes or 
gifts of the infidels. “For, it feems, 
the Koreifh, to tempt the poorer 
Moflems to apoftatize, made them 
offers, not very confiderable indeed, 
but fuch as they imagined might be 
worth their acceptance (3). 


(3) Idem. . 
thou 
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thou readeft the Koran, have recourfe unto Gop, 
that he may preferve thee from Saran driven away 
with ftones': he hath no power over thofe who be- 
lieve, and who put their confidence in their Loxp; 
but his power is over thofe only who take him 
for their patron, and who give companions unto 
GOD. When we fabftitute in the Koran an abro- 
gatirsy verfe in lieu of a verfe abrogated, (and Gop beft 
knoweth the fitnefs of that which he revealeth,) the 
infidels fay, Thou art only a forger of thefe verfes: 
but the greater part of them know not truth from 
falfehood.: Say, The holy {pirit™ hath brought the 
fame down from thy Lorn with truth; that he may 
confirm thofe who believe, and for a’ dire@tion and 
good tidings unto the Moflems. We alfo know that 
they fay, Verily, a certain man teacheth him to com- 
pole the Koran. The tongue of the perfon unto 
whom they incline, is a foreign tongue; but this, 
wherein the Koran is written, is the perfpicuous Ara- 
bic tongue". Moreover as for thofe who believe not 

in 


1 When thou readeft the Koran, 
have recourfe unto Goo, &c.J-Mo- 
hammed one day reading in the 
Koran, uttered a horrid blafphemy, 
to the great fcandal of thole who 
were prefent, as will be obferved in 
another place (1); to excufe which 
he affured them that thofe words 
were put into his mouth by the de- 
vil; and to preventany fuch accident 
for the future, he is here taught to 
beg Gon’s proteétion before he en- 
tered on that duty (2). Hence the 
Mohammedans, before they begin to 
read any part of this book, repeat 
thefe words, I have recourfe unto 
Gon for afiince againft Satan 
driven away with itones. : 

= The holy {pirit. ]—viz. Gabriel, 

ee chap. 2. p. 17. i 
[A resriain faa teacheth him, 
&e.J—This was a great objeGion 


(1) In not. ad cap, 22. 


&c. (3) Al Zamakusuant, Al Brrpawt, 


made by the Meccans to the autho. 
rity of the Koran; for when Mom 
hammed infifted, as a proof of its 
divine ori v that it was impofii- 
ble a man fo utterly unacquainted 
with learning as himfelf, could 
compofe fuch a book: they replied, 
that he had one or more affiftants 
in the forgery; but as to the parti- 
cular perfon or perfons, fulpe@ed of 
this confederacy, the traditions dif 
fer. One fays, it was Jabar, a 
Greek, fervant to Amer Ebnal Ha- 
drami, who could read and write 
well (3); another, that they were 
year and Yesir, two flaves, who 
tollowed the trade of (word-cutlers 
at Mecca, and ufed toread the pen- 
tateuch and favre, and had often 
Mohammed for their auditor, when 
he paffed that way (). Another 
tells us, it wasone Aifh, or Yaith, a 

domeltic 


(a) Jartaro’ppry, Al Batpawr, Yauvay 


Yanva. (4) Al Zamaxm 


suars, AlBsinawi, Sco Pain, Life of Mah. p. ge, 
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in the figns of Gov, Gon will not direé&t them, and 
they fhall fuffer a painful torment: verily they ima- 


domeftic of al Haweiteh Ebn abd al 
Uzza, who was a man of fome 
ning, and had embraced Mo- 
ramucdifm (1). Another fuppofes 
it was one Kais, a Chriftian, whofe 
houfe Mohammed frequented (2) ; 
another, thar it was Addis, a fer- 
vaut of Orha Ebn Rabia (3); and 
another, that it was Salman the 
Perfian (4). 

According to forme Chriftian wri- 
ters (5), Abdallah Ebn Saiim, the 
Jew who was fo intimate with Mo- 
bammed, (named by one, according 
to the Hebrew dialeét, Abdias Ben 
Salon, and by another, Abdala Ce- 
Ten) was affifting to him in the com- 

iling his pretended revelations. 
Ths Jew Dr. Prideaux confounds 
with Salman the Perfian, who was 
every different man, as a late au. 
ther (5) has obferved before me; 
wherefore, and for that_we may 
have occafion to fpcak of Salman 
hereaficr, it may he proper to add 
2 brief extratt of his fory as told 
by himfelf. He was of a good fa- 
mily of Upahan, and, in his younger 
years, left the religion of his coun- 
try to embrace Chriftianity 5 and tra~ 
welling into Syria, was advited by 
a certain monk of Amuna, to go 
anto Arabia; where a prophet was 
expefted to arife about that time, 
who fhould eflablifh the religion of 
Abraham, and whom he fhould 
knaw, among other things, by the feal 
of prophecy between his fhoulders. 
Salman performed the journey, and 
mecting with Mohammed at Koba, 
where he refted in his flight to Me- 
dina, foon found him to bethe perfon 
he fought, and profefled Iflam (7). 









ft) Tidem. 


{4) AlZamaxs. Al Bripawt. 


mice, c.13. Jou. Annreas, de conful. fee Mahometane, c. 2. 
(6) Gacnter not, in Abulf. vit. Moh, 
peri (2) Bx En. tsuan, V. Gaon ans iid. 


Pain. Life of Mah. p. 33, 34. 


lop. p. 35, 
fy) Al Maeunl. 


2) Jartaco’ppin. 


gine 


The general opinion of the Chrif- 
tians however is, that the chief help 
Mobammed had in the contriving his 
Koran was from a Neftorian monk 
named Sergius, fuppoled to be the 
fame perfon with the monk Boheira, 
with whom Mohammed in his youns 
ger years had fome conference at Bof- 
Ta, a city of Syria Damafeena, where 
thac monk tefided (8). To confirm 
which fuppofition, a paflage has been 
produced Bom an Arab writer (9}9 
who fays that Rohciza’s name in the 
books of the Chriitians, is Sergius ; 
but this is onty a conjeture; and 
another (10) tells us, his trac name 
was Said, or Felix, and his furname 
Bobeiva. But be that as it will, if 
Boheira and Sergius were the fame 
man, I find not the leaf intimation 
in the Mohammedan writers, that he 
ever quitted his monattery to" go in- 
to Arabia (as is fuppofed by the 
Chnftians}; and his acquaintance 
with Mohammed at Bofra was too 
early to favour the furmile of his 
afhfting him in the Koran, which 
was compofed long after; though 
Mohammed might, from his dife 
courfe, gain fome knowledge of 
Chriftiansty and of the {criptures, 
which might be of ufe to him theres 
me 

From the anfwer given in this 
paflage of the Koran, to the objec- 
tion of the infidels, viz. that the 
pete fufpeéted by them te have a 

and in the Koran, {poke a foreign 
language, and therefore could not, 
with any face. of probability, be 
{uppofed to aft in a compofition 
written im the Arabic tongue; and 
with fo great elegance, it is Plain 

is 


(3) AlZamanu. Yauya, 
{5) Riearot Confut, legis Sarace- 
See 


(8) See Pxip. ubi 


c. Gacwirr, ubifup, p. 10, 11, Marrac.de Alcor. p. 37s 
(10) Say’s Hasawal Bacar in Koran. 


Cuap. 16. AL 


KORAN., 


oF 


gine a fallehood who believe not in the figns of Gon, 


and they are really the hars. 


Whoever denicth Gen, 


after he hath believed, except him who fhall be com. 
pelled againft bis will, and whofe heart continueth 
fledfaft in the faith, thall be feverely chaftifed°: but: 
whoever" 


this perfon was no Arabian. The 
word Ajami, which is here ufed, fig- 
nifies any foreign or barbarous lan- 
guage in general; bre the Arabs 
applying it more particularly to the 
Porfiaa, it has been thence con- 
cluded by fome, that Salmaa was 
the perfon ; however, if it be true 
that he came not to Mohammed till 
after the Hejra, either he could not 
be the man here intended, or elfe 
this verfe muft have been revealed 
at Medina, contrary to the common 
opinion. : 

¢ Exeept him who fhall be com- 
polled againft bis will, &c.}—Thefe 
words were added for the fake of 
Ammar Ebn Yafer, and fome others, 
who being taken and tortured by 
the Kosciih, renounced their faith 
out of fear, though their hearts 
agreed not with their mouths (1). 
It feems Ammar wanted the con- 
flancy of his farher and mother, 
Yafer and Sommeya, who underwent 
the like trial at the {ame time with 
their fon, and refolutely refufing to 
recant, were both put to death; the 
infidels tying Sommeya between two 
camels, and ftriking a lance through 
her privy parts (2). When news 
was brought to Mohammed, that 
Ammar had denied the faith, he 
faid, it could not be, for that Am- 
mar was full of faith from the crown 
of his head to the fele of his foot, 
faith being mixed and incorpo- 
rated with his very flefh and blood ; 
an¢ when Ammar himielf came 
weeping to the prophet, he wiped 
his cyes, faying, What fault was 
it of thine, if they forced thee ? 

But though it be here faid, that 
thofe who apoftatize in appearance 





() Al Berpawr, Al Zamaxn, Yanya, 


(3) Exx Suonnan, 


only, to avoid death or torments, 
may hope for pardon from Goo, 
yet it is unanimoonfly agreed by the 
Mohammedan.do@ors, to be much 
more meritorious and pleafing in 
the fight of Gon, courageoufly and 
nobly to pesfift in the true faichy 


, and rather to fuffer death. itfelf than 


rénounce it, even in words, . Nor 


~ did the Mohammedan’ religion want 


its martyrs, in the Mtriét fenfe of the 
word: of which I will here give 
two inftances, befides the above- 
mentioned. One is that of Khobaiby 
Ebn Ada, who being perfidioufly 
fold to the Koreifh, was by them 
putto death in acruel manner, by 

mutilation, and cutting off his fc! 

piece-meal ; and being afked in the 
midf of his tortures, whether he 
did not wih Mohammed _ was in bis 
place, anfwered, I would not wilh 
to be with my family, my fublance, 
and my children, on condition that 
Mohammed was only to be pricked 
with athorn (g). The otber is that 
of a: man who was put to death by 
Mofcilama, on the following occafi- 
on. That falfe prophet having tak- 
en two of Mohammed’s followers, 
afked one of them what he faid of 
Mohammed? the man anfwered 
That he was the apoftle of Gon: 
Andwhat fayeft thou of me? added 
Mofeilama; to which he replied, 
Thou alfo art the apoftle of Gon 
whereupon he was immediately dif 
miffed in fafety. But the other, 
having returned the fame anfwer to 
the former queftion, refufed to give 
any to the laft, though required to do 
itthree feveral times, but pretended 
to be deaf, and was therefore flain. 
It is related that Mohammed, whes 

at 


(2) Al Basaaws, 
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whoever fhall voluntarily profefs infidelity, on thofe 
{hall the indignation of Gop fall, and they  fhall 
‘fuffer a grievous punifhment. - This fhall be their fen- 
tence, becaufe they loved the prefent life above that 
which is to come, and for that Gop dire@teth not the 
unbelieving people. Thefe are they whofe hearts, 
and hearing, and fight, Gop hath fealed up; and 
thefe are the negligent: there is no doubt but that 
in the next life they fhall perifh. Moreover thy, Lorn 
will be favourable unto thofe who have fled their 
country, after liaving fuffered perfecution®, and been 
compelled ta deny the faith by violence, and who have 
fince fought in defence of the true religion, and have 
perfevered with patience; verily unto thefe will thy 
Loxp be gracious and merciful, after they fhall have 
fhewn their fincerity. Ona certain day fhall every foul 
come to plead for itfelfs, and every foul fhall be re- 
paid that which it fhall have wrought; and they fhalt 
not be treated unjuftly. Gop propoundeth as a para- 
ble a city which was fecure and quiet, unto which 
her provifions came in abundance from every fide 5, 
but fhe ungratefully denied the favours of Gop: 
wherefore Gop caufed her to tafte the extreme famine, 
and fear, becaufe of that which they had done. And 
now is an apoftle come unto the inhabitants of Mecca 
from among themfelves: and they accufe him of im- 


the flory of thefe two men was told + Every foul fhall.come to plead for 


him, faid, The fir of them threw 
himfelf on Gon’s mercy; but the lat- 
ter profelled the truth ; and he fhall 
find his account in it (1). 

» Thofe who have fled their coun- 
try, afterhaving fuffered perfecution, 
&c.J—As did Ammar, who made 
cone in both the flignts. Some, read- 
ing the verb with different vowels, 
render the laft words, after having 

erfecuted the true believers; and 
anftance in al Hadrami, who obliged 
a fervant of his to renounce Moham- 
medifm, by force, but afterwards, 
together with that fervant, profefled 
she fame faith, and fled for it (2). 


1) AlBrrpaw1. 


(2) Idem. 


itfelf.}—That is, Every perfon fhall 
be folicitous for his own falvation, 
not concerning himfelf with the * 
condition of another, but crying out, 
My own foul, my own foul (3)! 

* Gon, propoundeth asa parable a 
city, &c.]—This example is applied 
to every city which, having received 
great bleffings from Gon, becom- 
eth infolent and unthaukful, and is 
therefore chaftifed by fome fignal 
judgment; or rather to Mecca in 
particular, on which the calamities 
threatened in this paffage, viz. both 
iad and fword, were inflidied 
4)- 


(g) Idem. (4) Idem. 


pofture:: 
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pofture: wherefore a punifhment fhall be infli@ted on 
them, while they are aéting unjuftly. Eat. of what 
Gop bath given you for food, that which is lawful 
. and good; and be thankful for the favours of Gon, 
if ye ferve him. He hath only forbidden you that 
which. dieth of itfelf, and blood, and {wine's flefh, 
and that which hath been flain in the name of any, 
befides Gop, But unto him who fhall be compelled 
by neceffity to eat of thefe things, not lufting nor wil- 
fully tranfgreffing, Gon will furely be gracious and 
merciful. And fay not that wherein your tongues 
utter a lie: This is lawful, and this is unlaw ult; 
that ye may devife a lie concerning Goo: for they 
who devife a lie conaerniag Gop, fhall. not profper. 
They fhall have {mall enjoyment in this world, and in 
that which is to come they fhall fuffer grievous tor- 
ment. Unto the Jews did we forbid that which we 
have told thee formerly*; and we did them no in- 
jury in that refpe& ; “ but they injured their own 
fouls”. Moreover thy Loro will be favourable unto 
thofe who do evil through ignorance; and afterwards 
“repent and amend ; ay unto thefe will thy Lorp 
be gracious and merciful after their repentance. Asra- 
HAM was a model of true religion, obedient unto 
Gop, orthodox, and not an idolater*: he was 
alfo grateful for his benefits: wherefore GOD chofe 
him, and direfted -him into the right way. And we 
beftowed on him good in this world 3 and in the next 
he fhall furely be one of the righteous. We have alfo 
fpoken unto thee, O MouammeEn, by revelation, 
faying, Follow the religion of Azranam, who was 
orthodox, and was no idolater. The fabbath was 
only appointed unto thofe who differed with their 


* See chap. 5. i, e. They were forbidden things 
‘And fay not—This is lawful, and which were in themfelves indiffe- 
this is onlawful.]—Allowing what Tent, as a punifhment for their wick- 
Gep hath forbidden, and fuper- ednefsand rebellion. 
fiitioufly abflaining from what he * And was not an idolater.]—This 


hath allowed. See chap. 6, was to reprehend the idolatrous Ko- 
* Formerly.J—viz. In the 6th reilh, who pretended that they pra- 
chapter, felfed the religion of Abraham. 


© They injured their own fouls.1- 


prophet 
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prophet concerning it *; and thy Lox will furelyjudge 
between them, on the day of refurrection, as to that 
concerning which they differed. Invite men unto the 
way of thy Lorn, by wifdom and mild exhortation 3 
and difpute with them in the moft condefcending man- 
ner: for thy Lorp well knoweth him who ftrayeth 
from his path, and he well knoweth thofe who are 
rightly direfted. If ye ‘take vengeance onvany, take 
a vengeance proportionable to the wrong which ‘hath 
been done you!;. but if ye fuffer wrong patiently, 
verily this will be better for the patient’, Wherefore 
do thou bear oppofition with’ patience; but thy pa- 
tience fhall not be praGticable, unlefs with Gon’s afiftt- 
ance. And be not thou grieved on account of the 
unbelievers; neither be thou troubled for that which 
they fubtilely devife; for Gon is with thofe who fear 
him, and are upright: 


y Who differed with their propbet 
concerning it.}—Thefe were the 
Jews; who being ordered by Mofes 
to {et apart Friday (the day now ob- 
ferved by the Mohammedans)’ for 


Koreith; but he was by thefe words 
forbidden to execute what he had 
fworn, and accordingly nade void 
his oath (2). Abu'ifeda makes the 
number on which Mohammed {wore 





the exercife of divine worlhip, re- 
fufed it, and chote the fabbatn-day, 
hecaufe on that day Goo refted from 
his works of. creation: for which 
reafon they were commanded to keep 
the day they had chofen in the ftricts 
eft manner (1). 

* If ye take vengeance, &c. ]~This 
pallage is fuppofed to have been re~ 
vealed at Medina, on occafion of 
Hamza, Mohammed’s uncle, being 
{lain at the battle of Ohod, For the 
infidels having abufed his dead body, 
by taking out his bowels, and cutting 
OF his eats and his nofe’ when Mo- 
hammed faw it, he {wore that if Goo 
sranted him fuccefs, he would reta- 
Bare thofe cruelties en feventy of the 


to wreak his vengeance, to be but 
thirty (3): but it may be obferved by 
the way, that the tranflator renders 
the paffage in that author, Gop hath 
revealed unto me that I fhall retalie 
ate, &c. inflead of, If Gop grant me 
vittory over the Koreifh, T will reta 
liate, &c. reading Lain adhharni, for 
adbfarni; Goo, far from putting this 
defign into the prophet’s head by a 
revelation, exprefsty forbidding him 
to put it in execution. 

* The patient.J—Here, fays al 
Beidawi, the Koran principally points 
at Mohammed, who was of all men 
the moft confpicuous for meeknefs 
and clemency. 


(1) Idem, Jancaro'opim. (2) idem, (3) Aav’xr. Vit. Moh. p. 68, 
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CHAP. xvi. 


Intitled, The Night-Journey*; revealed at 
Mecca‘. 


Tn the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


ee SE be unto him who tranfported his XV. 
fervant by night from the facred temple of 
Mecca to the farther temple of Jerusacem 4, the 
circuit of which we have. bleffed, that we might 
fhew him fome of out figns; for GOD-is he who 
heareth, and fecth, And we gave unto Moses 
the book of the law, and appointed the fame to be a 
dire€tion unto the children of Israzz, commanding 
them, faying, Beware that ye take not any other 
patron befides me. O polterity of thofe whom we 
carried. in the ark with Noan®: verily he was a 


* The reafon of this infcription 
Appears in the firft words. Some 
intitle the chapter, The children of 
Mrael. 

< Some except eight verfes, be- 
ginning ar thefe_ words, It wanted 
Jitde but that the infidels had feduced 
thee, &c, 

4 Who tranfported his feryant by 
night, from the temple of Mecca to 
the temple of Jerufalem.J]—From 
whence he was carried through the 
feven heavens to the prefence of 
Gop, and brought back again to 
Mecca the fame night. 

‘This journey of Mohammed to 
heaven is fo well known, that I may 
be pardoned if I omit the deteription 
of it. ‘The Englifh reader may find 
‘it in Dr. Prideauy’s life of Ma- 
homet (1), and the learned ia Abu’l- 
feda (2), whofe annotator has cor- 
reéted feveral miflakes in the rela- 
tion of Dr. Prideaux, and in other 
writers, 


$a) Doc. aa. ee. Sen alin Mike ek ee 


grateful 


Itisa difpute among the Moham- 
medan divines, whether their pro. 
het’s night-journcy was really per- 
rormed by him corporally, or whe- 
ther it was only a dream or vifion, 
Some think the whole was Wo more 
than a viftons afd allege an ex- 
prefs tradition of Moawiyah (3), 
one of Mohammed’s fucceflors, to 
that purpofe. Others fappofe he 


- was carried bodily to Jerufalem, but 


no farther; and that he afcended 
thence to heaven in (pirit only. But 
the received opinion is, that it was 
no vifion, but that he was aQually 
tranfported in the body to his jour= 
ney’s end; and if any impofibility 
be objefted, they think it a fufi- 
cient antwer to fay, that it might 
eafily be cffeed by an omnipotent 

agent (4). 
© O pollerity of thofe, &c.]—The 
commentators are put to it to find 
out the connexion of thefe words 
with the foregoing. Some think 
the 


PS SOD ee ee aris 
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grateful fervant. And we exprefsly declared unto the 
children of Iskazx in the book of the law, faying, 
Ye will furely commit evil in the earth twice’, and 
ye will be elated with great infolence. And when the 
punifhment threatened for the firft of thofe tranfgref- 
fions came to be executed, we fent againft you our fer- 
vants*, endued with exceeding ftrength in war, and they 
{earched the inner apartments of your houfes: and 
the predi€tion became accomplithed. Afterwards we 
gave you the vi€tory over them*, in your turn, and 
we granted you increafe of wealth and children, and 
we made you a more numerous people, faying, If ye 
do well, ye will do well to your own fouls; and if ye 
do evil, ye will do it unto the fame. And when the pu- 
nifhment threatened for your latter tranfgreffion came to 
be executed, we fent enemies againft you to affli&t you's 
an 


Cuap. 17. 


the accufative cafe is here put for 
the vocative, as I have tranflated it: 
and others interpret the words thus, 
Take not for your patrons, befides 
me, the pofterity of u ofe, &c. mean- 
ing, mortal men. 

Ye will furely commit evil in the 
earth twice.J——Their firft tranf= 
greflion was their reje@ing the de- 
cifions of the law, their putting Ifai- 
ah to death (1), and their imprifon- 
ing of Jeremiah (2): and the fe~ 
cond, was their flaying of Zacha- 
riah, and John the Baptift, aod 
their imagining the death 
sus (3). 

8 We fent againft you our fervants, 
&c.J—Thefe were false, or Goliath, 
and his forces (4); or Sennacherib 
the Affyrian; or elfe Nebuchadnez~ 
gar, whom the caftern writers call 
Bakhtnalr, (which was however only 
his furname, his*true name bein: 
Gudarz, or Raham) the governor o! 
Babylon under Lohorafp, king of 
Perfia (5), who took Jerufalem, and 
deftroyed the temple. 


fi) Idem. (2) Jarraro’opin. 


of Jae 


& Afterwards we gave you the 
vidtory over them, &c.]—By per- 
mitting David to kill Goliath; or by 
the miraculous defeat of Sennache- 
rib’s army; or for that Gop put it 
into the heart of Bahman the fon of 
Isfandiyar, when he fucceeded his 
grandfather Lohorafp, to order Ki- 
reth, or Cyrus, then governor of 
Babylon, to fend home the Jews 
from their captivity, under the con- 
du& of Daniel; which he accord. 
ingly did, and they prevailed againft 
thofe whom Bakhtnaft had left in the 
land (6). ~ 

! We fent enemies againft you to 
affli& you. ]-Some imagine the army 
meant in ahi place was that of 
Bakhtnafr (7); but others fay the 
Perfians conquered the Jews this 
fecond time by the arms of Gudarz 
(by whom they feem to intend 
Antiochus Epiphanes,) one of the 
fucceffors of Alexander at Babylon. 
Itis related that the general in this 
expedition, entering the temple, 
faw blood bubbling up on the great 

altar, 


(g) Hidem. (4) Janzato’pprn 
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y that which they had con- 
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quered. Peradventure your Lorp will have mercy’ 


on you hereafter: but if 
time, we alfo will return: 


ye return to tranfgrefs a third 
to chaftife you*; and we have 
appointed hell to be the prifon of the 


unbelievers, 


Verily this Koran dire@eth unto the way which is 


moft right, and declareth unto the 
that they fhall receive a great 
and that for thofe who believe not in the life 
we have prepared’a grievous punifhment. 
eth for evil, as he prayeth for good'; 
We have ordained the night ‘and 


good works, 


hafty 


altar, and afking the reafon of it, the 
Jews told him it was the blood of a 
facrifice which had not been accept- 
ed of Gon; to which he replied, 
that they had not told him the trath, 
and ordered a thoufand of them to 
be flain_on the altar: but the blood 
not ceafing, he told them, that if 
they would not confefs the truth, 
he ‘woitld not (pare one of them ; 
whereupon they acknowledged it 
was the blogd of John: and the 
general faid, Thus hath your Loxp 
taken vengeance on you; and then 
cried out, O John, my Lorp and 
thy Lorp knoweth, what hath be- 
fallen thy people for thy fake; 
wherefore Jet thy blood flop, by 
Gon’s permiffion, left I leave not one 
of them alive ; upon which the blood 
immediately flopped (2). : 

Thefe gre the explications of the 
commentators, wherein their igno- 
rance in ancient hiftory is fufficiently 
manifeft; though perhaps Mokam- 
med himfelf, in this latter paflage, 
intended the deftruétion of Jerufalem 
by the Romans, 

* Butif ye return to tranfgrefs a 
third time, we alfo will return to 
chaftife you.J—And this came ace 
cordingly to pafs : for the Jews being 
again f wicked as to rejeét Moham- 


med, and confpire againi his life 


one ID, 


(2) AlBnpawi. 


faithful, who do 
reward ; 
to come, 
Man pray- 

for man ‘is 
the’ day for 
“two 


Gop delivered them into his hands : 
and he exterminated the tribe of 
Koreidha, and flew the chiefs of 
that of al Nadir, and obliged the reft 
of the Jewith tribes to pay tribute 
2 


' Man Prayeth for evil, as he 
prayeth for good.J—Out of igno~ 
Fance, miflaking evil for good; ot 
aking wicked imprecations on him- 
felf and others, out of paffion and 
impatience. 

* Man is, hafty.]—Or inconfides 
Tate, not weighing the confequence 
of what he afks. 

It is faid that the perfon here 
meaut is Adam, who when the 
breath of life was breathed into his 
noftrils, and had reached fo far as 
his navel, though the lower part‘of 
his 'y Was, as yet, but a piece 
of clay, muft needs try to rife up, 
and got an ugly fai] by the bargain, 
But others pretend the paflage was 
revealed on the following occafion.. 
Mohammed committed a certaincap- 
tive to the charge of his wife, Sawda 
bint Zamaa, who, moved with com- 
paffion at the man’s groans, un- 
bound him, and let him efcape: 
upon which the prophet, in the firft 
motions of his anger, wifhed her 
hand might fall off; ’ but immedi- 
ately compofing himfelf, faid a 

loud, 


(2) Idem, 
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two figns of our power: afterwards we blot out. the 
fign of the night, and we caufe the fign of the day 
to thing. forth, that ye may endeavour to obtain 
plenty from, your Lorp by doing your, bufinefs.there- 
in, and that ye may know the number of years, and 
the computation of time; and every thing neceffary 
have we explained by a perfpicuous explication. The 
fate" of every:man have we bound about his neck *;. 
and we wil] produce unto him, on the day of refurrec- 
tion, 2 book: wherein his a€tions fhall be recorded: it 
fhall be offered him open, and the ‘angels. fhall fay unto. 
shim, Read thy book ; thine own foul will bea fufficient, 
accomptant againft thee, this day*, He avho fhall. 
'be rightly dire€ted, fhall be diretted to the advantage 
‘only of his own foul; and he who fhall err, fhall err 
only againft the fame: neither fhall any laden foul be 
iia a with the burthen of another. We did not 
punifh any people, until we had firft fent an apoftle to 
warn them. And whén.we refolved to deftroy a citys, 
we commanded the inhabitants thereof, who lived in 
affluerice, to obcy our apoltle; but they ‘aftéd cor- 
ruptly therein: wherefore the fentence was juftly-pro- 
nounced againlt that city; and we deftroyed it with an 
utter deftruétion.. And how many generations have we 
confumed fince Noan? for thy Lorp fufficiently 
fknoweth and feeth the fins of his fervants. “Whofo- 
jever choofeth this tranfitory life, -we will beftow on 
him therein before-hand that which we pleafe; on 
him, namely, .whom we pleafe: afterwards will we 
appoint bim hell for his abode; he fhall be thrown in- 
to the fame to be feorched, covered with ignominy, 


loud, O Gono, I am but a man3 


therefore turn my curfe into a blef- 
fing (1). : 
* The fate.]—Literally, the bird, 
{ which is here ufed to fignify a man’s 
fortune or facceds ; the Arabs, as well 
as the Grecks and Romans, taking o- 
mens from the flight of birds, which 
they fuppofed to portend good luck, 
uf they flew from the left to the 


right, but if from the right to the. 
left, the contrary; the like judgment 
they alfo. made when certain bealls. 
paffed before them, 

* Have we bound about his neck. ] 
{Like acollar, which he cannot byany 
imeans get off. See the Prelim, Diles 

fed. IV..p. 137. 
® Sce ibid. p, 1276 


{1} Janiabo’pein, 


and 
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and utterly rejefled froni mercy. But whofoever 


fchoofeth the life to” come, 


and dire@eth his endéa. 


fvour towards the fame, ' being ‘alfo a true believers 
ithe endeavour of thefé thal be acceptable unto GOD, 
On all will we beftow’ the bleffings of this #ife, both on 


thefe and on thofe, 
the gift of thy Lorp 


of the gift ‘of thy Lorn; for 
fhall not be denied unto any. 


Behold, how we have'taufed fome of them to furpafs 


others in wealth and 


dignity : but the-next life fhalt 


be more confiderable in degrees of honour, and greater 


im excellence. 


Sét not up another god with the true 


a 


Gop, left thou fit down in difgrace, and ‘deftitute, 


Thy Lorp hath ‘cosimanded th 
befides him ;-and: that yéfhew kin 
rents, whether the one of them, or 


tain to old age with thee 4 


them, Fy on you! iiither 


Ag Worfkip none, 
nefs unté your paz 
both of them at- 
Wherefore fay not unto 
reproach them, but fpeak 


refpeftfully unto them; and fubmit to behave hum- 


bly * towards them, 


out of tender affeétion; and fay, O: 


Lorp, have mercy on them both, as they nurfed me 


‘ when I was little. 
which is in your fouls; 
grity: and he will be 
cerely return unto him. 


Your Loro well Knoweth that. 
whether ye be men of inte.. 
gracious unto thofe who fin-. 
And give unto hint who is 


of kin to you his due*, and -alfo unto'the poor, and 


the traveller. 


And wafte not thy fubftance profulely : 


for the profufe are brethren of the devils‘: and the 


devil was ungrateful unto his 
turn from them, in expe€lation. 


+ With thee. 
‘their fupport an 
thee. 

* Submit to behave humbly, &e.J 
Literally, Lower the wing of humi- 


That is, receiving 
maintenance from 


lity, &e. 3 

* His due.J—That js, friendfhip 
and affeftion, and affiflance in time 
of need. 


' The profufe are brethren of the 
devils.]——Prodigaliy, and f{quan- 


«But if thow 
y which 


dering fubftance in folly 
or luxury béfng a very great fin. The 
Arabs were Particularly guilty of exe 
travagance in ‘killing camels, and. 
diftributing them by lot, merely out 
of vanity and oftentation; which 
they ate forbidden by this paflage, 
and commanded to beftow what they 
could fpare on their poor relations, 
and other indigent people (1). 


(1) Al Barpawr, 


Ge 


thou 
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thou hopeft from ‘thy Lorn"; at leaft, fpeak kindly, 
‘unto them. And Jet not thy hand be tied up to thy 
neck ; neither open it with an unbounded expanfion™," 
left thou become worthy of reprehenfion, and be re- 
duced to poverty. Verily thy Loro will enlarge the’ 
ftore of whom he pleafeth, and will be fparing unto 
whom he pleafeth; for he knoweth and regardeth his 
fervants. Kil] not your children for fear of being 
brought to want; we will provide for them and for 
you: verily the killing them is a great fin*. Draw 
not near unto fornication; for it is wickednefs, and 
an evil way. Neither flay the foul which Gon hath 
forbidden you to flay, unlefs for a juft caufe ’; and 
whofoever fhall be flain unjuftly, we have given his 
heir power to demand fatisfattion*; but let him not 
exceed the bounds of moderation in putting to death 
the murderer in too cruel a manner, or by revenging 
his friend’s blood on any other than the perfon who kill- 
ed him; fince he is affifted by this law*. And meddle 
not with the fubftance of the orphan unlels it be to 
improve it, until he attain his age of ftrength®: and 
perform your covenant; for the performance of your 
covenant fhall be inquired into hereafter. And give 
full meafure, when you meafure aught; and weigh 
with a juft balance. This will be better, and more 


= Tf thou turn from them in expec- 


tation, &c.]—That is, if thy prefent 
circumfMances will not permit the 
to affift others, defer thy charity ull 
Gop fhall grant thee better ability. 

~ Let not thy hand be tied up, nei- 
ther open it with an unbounded ex- 
panfion. ]—i. ¢. Be neither niggardly 
nor profufe, but obferve the means 
between the two exteemes, wherein 
confifts true liberality (t), 

* See chap. 6, and chap. 81. 

¥ Unlefs for a juft caufe.}—The 
crimes for which a man may juflly 
be put to death are thefe: apoflafy, 
adultery, and murder (2). 


* We have given his heir power 
to demand fatisfattion.]—It being at 
the eleftion of the heir, or next of 
kin, either to take the life of the 
murderer, or to accept of a fine in 
liew of it (3). 

* Since he is affifted, &c.J—Some 
refer the pronoun, he, to the perfon 
flain, for the avenging whofe death 
this law was made; fome to the heirs 
who hasa right granted him to de- 
mand fatisfa€tion for his friend’s blood 
(4}3 and others to him who fhall be 
flain by the heir, if he carry his ven- 
geance too far (5). 

» See chap. 4. p. 93+ 


() AlBarpawt. (2) Idem, (3) See chap. 2. p. ge, (4) Yaura, 


(5) V. Al Beipawi, 


ealy 
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eafy for determining every man’s due«. And follow 
not that whereof thou haft no knowledge*; for the 
bearing, and the fight, and the heart, every of thefe 
thall be examined at the laft-day. Walk not proudly 
in the land, for thou canft hot cleave the earth, nei- 
ther fhalt thou equal the mountains in flature. All 
this is evil, and abominable in the fight of thy Lorn. 
Thefe precepts are a part of the wifdom which thy 
Lorp hath revealed unto thee. Set not up any other 
Gop as equal unto Gop, left thou be caf into hell, 


yeuiter a grievous faying. And now have we ufed 
various arguments and repetitions in this Kora Ny that 
they may be warned; yet it only rendereth them 
more difpofed to fly from the truth, Say unto the ido- 
laters, If there were other gods with him, as ye fay, 
they would furely feek an occafion of making fome at- 
tempt againft the poffeffor of the throne! : Gon for- 
bid! and far, very far, be that from him which they 
utter! The feven heavens praife him, and the earth, 
and all who are therein: neither is there any thing 
which doth not celebrate his praife; but ye under- 
ftand not their celebration thereof : he is gracious and 
merciful. When thou readeft the Koran, we place 
between thee and thofe who believe not in the life to 
come, a dark veil; and we put coverings over their 
hearts, left they fhould underftand it, and in their 
ears thicknefs of hearing. And when thou makeft 


* Moreealy for determining, &e.J~ ing or giving credit to idle reports of 
more advantageousintheend (1), others (2), 
“ Follow not that whereof thou * Sce chap. 76, p. 82 83. 
haft no knowledge. ]—i. e. Vain and § They would make lome attem: 
uncertain opinions, which thou hatt againft the poffelfor of the throne, |= 
not good reafon to believe true, or i.e, They would in all probability 
at leaft probable, Some interpret contend with Gop for uperiority, 
the words, Accufe not another of a and endeavour to dethrone him, in 
crime whereof thou haft no know- the fame manner as princes a& with 
ledge; fuppofing they forbid the one another on earth. 
bearing faife witnefs, or the fpread- 


(1) Idem, A] Zamaxu. {9} Tidem, 
G3 mention, 
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mention, in repeating the Koran, of thy Lorp 
only §, they turn their backs, flying the doétrine of his 
unity. ~ We well know with what defign they hearken, 
when they hearken unto thee, and when they pri- 
: vately difcourfe together: when the ungodly fay, 
Ye follow no other than a mad-man. Behold! what 
epithets they beftow.on thee. But they arc deceived: 
neither can they find any juft occafion to reproachthee. 
They alfo fay, After we fhall have become bones and 
duft, fhall we furely be raifed a new creature? An 
fwer, Be ye flones, or iron, or fome creature more 
improbable in your opinions to be raifed to life. But 
they will fay, Who fhall reltore us to life? Anfwer, 
{le who created you the firft time: and they will wag 
their headsat thee, faying, When {hall this be ? Anfwer, 
Peradventure it is nigh. On that day fhall Gop call 
you forth from your fepulchres, and ye fhall obey, with 
celebration of his praife* ; and ye fhall think that ye 
tarricd® but a little while. Speak unto my fervants, 
that they fpeak mildly unto the unbelievers, left ye 
exafperate them; for Satan foweth difcord among 
them, and Saran is a declared enemy unto man. 
Your Loxp well knoweth you; if he pleafeth, he 
will have mercy on you, or, if he pleafeth, he will 
punifh you*: and we have not fent thee to be a ftew- 
ard overthem. Thy Loxp well knoweth all perfons 
in heaven and on earth’. We have beftowed pecu- 


Crap. 17, 


s OF thy Lorp only.J—Not al- 
lowing their gods to be his affociates, 
nor praying their iuterceffion with 


him. 

h Ye fhall obey, with celebration 
of his praife.J~The dead, {ays a! Bei- 
diwi, at his call thall immediately 
rile, and fhaking the duit off their 
heads, fhall fay, Praife be unto thee, 
O Gon. . 

i That ye tarried.J—viz. In your 
graves; or, inthe world. 

k Your Lorn well knoweth you, 
&c.J—Thefe words are defigned as a 
pattern for the Moflems to follow, 
in difcourfing with the idolaters ; 


{1} Al Bzipawr 


by which they are taught to ufe foft 
and dubious expreffions, and not to 
tell them direétly that they are doom. 
ed to hell-fire; which, befides the 
prefamption in offering to determine 
the fentence of others, would only 
make them more irreconcileable enc~ 
mies (1). 

1 Thy Lorn well knoweth all per- 
fons, &c.]—And may choofe whom 
he pleafes for his embaffador. This 
is an anfwer to the objeGions of the 
Koreifh, that Mohammed was the 
orphan pupil of Abu Taleb, and fol- 
lowed bya parcel of naked and hun- 
gry fellows (2). 


(2) Ideme ; 
liar 


him; yet they will not be able to free you from 
harm, or to turn it on others, - Thofe whom ye in. 
voke®, do themfelves defire to be admitted to a near 


conjunétion with their Lor p 3 Rriving which of them 
thal approach neareft unto him: they alfo hope for 
his mercy, and dread his punifhment ; for the pu- 
nifhment of thy Loro is terrible. There is no city 
but we will deftroy the fame before the day of refur- 
rettion, or we will punifh it with a grievous punifh- 
ment. This is written in the book’ of our eternal 
decrees, Nothing hindeted us from fending thee 
with miracles, except that the former nations have 
charged them with impofture. We gave unto the 
tribe of THamup, at their demand, ‘the fhe-camel 
vifible to their fight; yet they dealt unjuftly with 
here: and we {ent not a prophet with miracles, 
but to ftrike terror, Remember when we faid 
unto thee, Verily thy Lory €ncompaffeth men 
by his knowledge and Power. We have appointed 
the vifion which we fthewed thee *, .and alfo the 

tree 


™ The pfalms.J—Which were a quieted by Abu Becr’s bearing tefti« 
greater honour to him than his king- mony to the truth of it (3}.” ‘The 
dom ; and wherein Mohammed and word vifion, here afed, is urged by 
his people are foretold by thefe thofe who take this journey to have 
worde, among others (1) ; The righ- been no. more than a dream, asa 
teous thal] inberit the earth (2), plain confirmation of their opinion. 
* Thofe whom ye invoke, Jyjz, Some, “however, fuppofe the vifion 
The angels and prophets, who are meant in this paflage was not the 
the fervants of Gon ‘as well as your. night-journey, but the dream Mo~ 
-felves, hammed faw at Hodeibiya, where. 
° See chap. 9, in he feemed to make his entrance in- 

® The. vilion which we fhewed to Mecca {4)3 or that at Bedr (5); 
thee, &c.]—~Mohammied’s journeyto orelfea vifion he had relatin, to the 
eaven is generally agreed to be in- family of Ommeya, whom ‘he faw 
tended in this place; which occafi- Mount his pulpit, and jump aboue 
oned great heats and debates a- init like monkeys; upon which he 
mong his followers, ill they were faid, This is their Portion in this 
G4 world, 


(1) V. Marrac.in Alc. p. 28, &c. Paro, life of Mah. p. 109, (2) 
Plal, xxxvii. 8. A Brrpaw. (3) V, Azutr. vit. Moh. p. 39. & 
not. ibid. Paipzaux, life of Mah. p. 50, and Prelim. Dif, fet. Ui. p- 63. 
(4) See Kor, chap. 48. (5) See c ap. 8, 
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tree? curfed in the Kozan, only for an occafion of 
difpute unto_men, and to ftrike them with terror ; but. 
it fhall caufe them to tranfgrefs only the more enor- 
moufly. And remember when we faid unto the angels, 
Worfhip Avam; and they all worfhipped him ex- 
cept Esxis, who faid, Shall I worfhip him whom 
thou haft created of clay? And he faid, What thinkeft 
thou, as to this man whom thou haft honoured above 
me ? verily, if thou grant me refpite until the day of 
refurreétion, I will extrpate his offspring, excepta few. 
GOD anfwered, Be gone, I grant thee refpite: but 
whofoever of them fhall follow thee, hell fhall furcly 
be your reward; an ample reward for your demerits"! 
And entice to vanity {uch of them as thou canft, by thy 
voice ; and affault them on all fides, with thy horfemen 
and thy footmen’ ; and partake with them in their riches, 
and their children*; and make them promifes ; (but 
the devil fhall make them no other than deceitful pro- 
mifes :) as to my fervants thou fhalt have no power over 
them; for thy Lorn is a fufficient prote@or of thofe 
who traftin him. It is your Lory who driveth for- 
ward the fhips for you in the fea, that ye may feck 
to enrichyourfelves of his abundance by commerce; for 
he is merciful towards you. When a misfortune be- 
falleth you at fea, the falfe deities whom ye invoke are 
j forgotten by you, except him alone: yet when he 
bringeth you bate to dry land, ye retire afar off from 
“him, and return to your idols ; for man is ungrateful *. 
Are ye therefore fecure that he will not caufe the dry 
land to {wallow you up, or that he will not fend 


Cuar. 17. 


world, which they have gained by 
their profeffion of Iflam (1). 
any of thefe latter expofitions be 
true, the verfe muft hive been re- 
vealed at Medina. 

4 The curfed tree.]——Called al 
Zakkim, which {prings from the 
bottom of hell (2). 

* See chap. 2. p. 7,8, and chap, 7. 

* With thy borfemen and with thy 
footmen.J—1, e. With all thy forces. 


‘1) Al Barpawi. 


But if 


(2) Sce chap. 37, 


* And partake with them in their 
richesand their children, ]-Inftigatio; 
them to get wealth by unlawful 
means, and to fpend it. in fupport- 
ing vice and fuperitition; and 
tempting them to inceftuous mix- 
tures, and to give their children 
names in honour of their idols, as 
Abd Yaghuth, Abd’ al Uzza, &e. 


) 
(3, See chap. 10. p.3, 4. _ 
{3) Al Beipawt. 


againft 
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again you a whirlwind, driving. the fands to over- 
whelm you? then fhall ye find none to proteé you. 
Or are ye fecure that he will not caufe you again to 
commit yourfelves to the fea another time, and fend 
againft you a tempeftuous wind, and drown you ; for 
that ye have been ungrateful ? then fhall ye find none 
to defend you againft us, in that diftrefs. And now 
have we honoured the children of Apam by fundry 
peculiar privileges and endowments ; and we have given 
them conveniencies of carriage by land and by fea, 
and have provided food for them of good things; 
and we have preferred them before many of our crea- 
tures which we have created, by granting them great 
prerogatives. On a certain day we will call all men 
to judgment with their refpe€tive leader ™: and whofo- 
ever fhall have his book given him into his right- 
hand, they fhall read their book with joy and fatif- 
faGtion® : and they fhall not be wronged a hair’. And 
whoever hath been blind in this life, fhall be alfo 
blind in the next, and fhall wander more widely from 
the path of falvation, It wanted little but the unbe- 
"lievers had tempted thee to fwerve from the inftruétions 
which we had revealed unto thee, that thou fhouldeft 
devife concerning us a different thing*; and then 

would 


™ Their refpe€tive leader.]—Some 
interpret this of the prophet fent to 
every people ; others, of the heads of 
feéts; others, of the various religions 
profelled in the world; others, of 
the books which fhall be given to 
every man at the refurreétion, con- 
taining a regifter of their good and 
bad aétions (1). 

* Sec the Prelim. Difec. fee. IV. 
p. 117. 

¥ See chap. ‘ p. to4.note*. | 

+ It wanted little but the unbeliev- 
ers had feduced thee, &c.]—Thefe 
are generally fuppofed to have been 
the tribe o: THLE, the inhabitants 
of al Tayef, who infifted on Mo- 
hammed’s granting them feveral ve- 


ft) Al Berpawt. 


{) See Prelim. Difc. p. 93. _ 


ty extraordinary privileges, as the 
terms of Shear fubmniffion to him $ 
for they demanded that they might 
be free from the legal contribution 
of alms, and from obferving the ap- 
pointed times of prayer; that the: 
might be allowed to keep their id 
‘Allat for a certain time (2), and that 
their territory might be declared a 
place of fecurity, and not be vio- 
lated, like that ef Mecca, &c. And 
they added, that ifthe other Araby 
afked him the reafon of thefe con- 
ceflions, he fhould fay, that Gow 
had commanded him fo to do (3). 
According to which explication i 
is plain is verfe muft have been 
revealed long after the Hejra. 


ome, 


(3) AlBrizawis, 
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would they have taken thee for their friend : and un- 
lefs we had confirmed thee, thou hadft certainly been 
very near inclining unto them a little, Then would, 
we furely have caufed thee. to tafte the punifhment of 
life, and the punifhment of death* ; and thou fhouldeft 
not have found any to proteét thee againft us. The 
unbclievers had likewife almoft caufed thee to de- 
part the land, that they might have expelled thee 
thence®: but den thoud they not have tarried there- 
in after thee, except a little while. This is the me- 
thod of dealing which we have’ prefcribed ourfelyes 
in refpcé to our apoftles, whom we have already fent 
before thee: and thou fhalt not find any change in 

_ our prefcribed method. Regularly perform thy pray- 

: er at the declenfion of the fun’, at the firft darknefs 
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Some, however, will have the paf- 
fage to have been revealed at Mecca, 
‘on occafion of the Korcifh; who 
told Mohammed they would not 
faffer him to _kifs the black ftone in 
the wall of Caaba, unlefs he alfo 
wifited their idols, and touched them 
with his hand, to thew his refpe@. 

* The punithment of life, and the 
spanifhment of death.}—i. ¢. Both of 
this life and the next. Some inter- 
{pret the fir of the punifhment in the 
‘next world, and the latter of the tor- 
ture of the fepulchre (1). 

% The unbelievers had likewife 
almoft caufed theeto depart the land, 
&c,J—The commentators differ as 
to the place were this paflage was 
delivered, and the oscafion of it. 
Some thinkit was revealed at Mecca, 
and that it refers to the violent en- 
mity which the Koreifh bore Mo- 
hammed, and their reftlefs endea- 
vours to make him Jeave Mecca (2) 5 
as be was at length obliged to do. 
But as the perfons here.-fpoken of 
feem not to have. prevailed in their 
projeét, others fuppofe that the verfe 
‘was revealed at Medina, on the fol- 
Yowing accafion. The Jews, en+ 


G) Al Birpawie 
4) hdcm, 


t 


@) Idem, 


vious of Mohammed’s good recep~ 
tion and flay there, told him, by way 
of counfel, that Syria was the land 
of the prophets, and that if he was 
really‘a prophet, he ought to go thi- 
ther. Mohammed ferioufly refle@- 
ing on what they had faid, begin to 
think they had advifed well ; and ac- 
tually fet out, and proceeded a day’s 
journey in his way to Syria: where-. 
upon Gop acquainted him with their 
defign by the revelation of this verfe ; 
and he returned.to Medina (3). 

_* Then fhould they ‘not have tar- 
ried therein after thee, except a little 
while. ]—This was fulfilled, accord- 
ing to the former of the above-men- 
tioned: explications, by the lols of 
the Koreifh at Bedr; and according 
to the latter, by the great flaughter 
of the Jews of Koreidha and al Na- 
dir (4). : 

* Atthe declenfion of the fun, }— 
i.e. At the time of noon prayery 
when the fun declines from the me- 
ridian; or, as: fome ‘choofe to tran- 
flate the words, at the fetting of the 
fun, which is the time of the firft 
evening prayer. 


(3) Idem, Jarvaro'’nnin. 
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of the night‘, and- the prayer of day-break'; for the - 
prayer of day-break is born witnefs unto by the an. } 
gelsé, And watch fome part of the night in the fame 
exercife, as a work of fupererogation for thee ; perad- 
venture thy Lorp-will raife thee to an honourable 
ftation’, And fay, O Lorn, caufe me to enter 
with a favourable entry, and caufe me to come forth 
with a favourable coming forth‘; and grant me 
from thee an affifting power. And fay, Truth is 
come, and falfehood is vanifhed: for falfehood is of 
fhort continuance’, We fend down of the Koran 
that which is a medicine and mercy unto the true ‘be- 
lievers, but it fhall only increafe the perdition of the 
unjuit, When we beftow: favours on man, he re-! 
tireth and withdraweth himfelf ungratefully from us: 
but when cvil toucheth him, he detpaircth of our: 
mercy. Say, Every one aéteth after his own manner':! 
but your Lorn beft knoweth who is moft truly di- 


© At the firft darknefs of the night. ] 
~The time of the lat evening prayer. 

' The prayer of daybreak [Lite 
rally, the reading of the day-break ; 
whence fome fappofe the reading of 
the Koran at thattime is here meant, 

© By the angels. }—viz. The guar- 
dian angels, who, according to fome, 
are relieved at that time ; oreHe the 
angels appointed to make the change 
of night into day, &c. (2). 

» An honourable ftation.J—-Ac. 
cording to a tradition of Abu Hore 
ra, the honourable ftation here in- 
tended, is that of interceflor for 
others (2). . 

* Caufe me to enter with a favour- 
able entry, andcaufe me tocome forth 
with a favourable coming forth. j— 
That is, Grant that I may enter my 

rave with peace, and come forth 
fom it, at the refurreGtion, with 
honour and fatisfa&ion. In which 
fenfe this petition is the fame with 
that of Balaam, Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my laft end 
be like his (3). 


(1) Al Berpawr. {2} Idem, 
lim. Dife. fe@. II. p. 66, 67. 








(3) Numb. xxiii. to. 
(5) Al Berpawi, J. (6) 
Idem. V. Gaenrar, Vie de Mahomet, tom, 2, p, 127, (7) Al Burnawse 


But as the perfon here fpoken to is 
generally fuppofed to be Moham~ 
med, thecommentators fay he was 
commanded to pray in thefe. words 
for a fafe departure from Mecca, 
and a good reception at Medina 5 
or for a fure refuge in the cave, 
whete he hid himfelf when he fle 
from Mecca (4); or (which is the 
more common opinion) for a viéto- 
rious entrance into Mecca, anda fafe 
return thence (5). 

* Say, Truth is come, and falfee 
hood is vanifhed, &c.]—Thefe words 
Mohammed repeated, when he ene 
tered the temple of Mecca, after 
the taking of that city, and cleanfed 
it of the idols; a great number of 
which are faid to have fallen downon 
his touching them with the end of 
the ftick he held in his hand (6). 

1 Every one afteth after his owt 
manner. ]——i. e. According to his 
judgment or opinion, be it true or 
fale ; or according to the bent of his 
mind, and the natural conftitution of 
his body (7). 


(4} See the Pres 
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refed in his. way. They will afk thee concerning 
the fpirit"; anfwer, The fpirit was created at the 
command of my Lorn*: but ye have no knowledge 
given unto you, except alittle If we pleafed, we 
thould ccrtanly take away that which we have re- 
vealed unto thee ®, in fuch cafe thou couldeft not find 
any to affift thee therein againft us, unlefs through 
mercy from thy Lorp; for his favour towards 
thee hath been great. Say, Verily if men and genii 
were purpolely affembled, that they might produce a 
book like ts Koran, they could not produce one 
like unto it, although the one of them affifted the 
other, And we have varioufly propounded unto 
men in this Koran, every kind of figurative. argu- 
ment; but the greater part of men refufe to receive 
it, merely out of infidelity. And they fay, We will 
by no means believe on thee, until thou caufe a {pring 
of water to gufh forth for us out of the earth*; or 
thou have a garden of palm-trees and vines, and thou 
caufe rivers to {pring forth from the midft thereof in 


Cuar. 17, 


* Concerning the {pirit.]—~Or the 
foul of man. Some interpret it of 
the ange! Gabricl, or of the divine 
revelation (2). 

® The {pnit was created at the 
command of my Lorn.]—viz. by 
the word Kun, i. e. Be ; confifting of 
an immaterial fubflance, and not 
generated, tike the body. But, ac- 
cording to a different opinion, this 
pallage fhould be tranflated, The 
{piritis of thofe things, the know. 
ledge of which thy Lox hath re. 
ferved to hanfelf, “For it is faid that 
the fows bidthe Korcifhiatk Moham- 
med to relate the hiffory of thofe 
who flept in the cave (2), aud of 
Dhu'tkarnein (33, ang to give them 
un account of the foul of man; add- 
ing, thatif he prejended to anfwer 
all the three .jueftions, or could an- 
{wer none of them, they might be 
fare he was no prophet; but if he 
xavean anlwer to onc or two of the 


ft) Idem. 


Brivaws, 5) Idem, 


{2) See the next chapter, 


quefions and was filent as to the 
other, he was reallya prophet. Ac- 
cordingly when they propounded the 
queftions to him, he told them the 
two hiftories, but acknowledged his 
ignorance as to the origin of the hu- 
man foul (4). 

° Ye have no knowledge given 
unto you, except a little.]—All your 
knowledge being acquired from the 
information of your fenfes, which 
muft neceflarily fail you in fpiritual 
fpeculations, without the affiflance 
of divine revelation (5). 

* We thould certainly take away. 
thar which we have revealed. ]—viz. 
the Koran ; by rafing it both from 
the written copies, and the memo- 
ties of men. 

% Until thou caufe a {pring of wa- 
ter to guth forth, &c.J—This and the 
following miracles were demanded 
of Mohammed by the Koreifh, as 
proofs of his miffion, 


(3) See ibid. (4) AL 
abundance ; 
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abundance ; or thou caufe the heaven to fill down 
upon us, as thou haft given out, in pieces; or thou 
bring down Gop and the angels to vouch for thee; 
‘or thow have a houfe of gold; or thou afcend by a 
ladder to heaven; neither will we believe thy afcend- 
ing thither alone’, until thou caufe a book to defcend 
unto us, bearing witnefs of thee, which we may read. 
“Anfwer, My Lorp. be praifed! Am I other ‘than a 
man, fent asanapoftle? And nothing hindereth men 
from believing, when a dire@ion is come unto them, 
except that they fay, Hath Gop fent a man for his 
apoftle? Anfwer, If the angels had walked on earth 
-as familiar inhabitants thereof, we had furely fent down 
unto them from heaveri ‘an angel for our apoftle. 
Say, Gop isa fufficient witnefs between me and you: 
for he knowcth and regardeth his fervants. Whom 
Gop fhall dire&t, he fhall be the rightly direéted ; 
and whom he fhall caufe to err, thou {halt find none 
to affift, befides him. And we will gather them to- 
gether on the day of refurre&ion, creeping on their 
‘faces, blind, and dumb, and deaf*: their abode 
fhall be hell; fo often as the fire thereof fhall be ex- 

tinguifhed, we will rekindle a burning flame to tor- 
ment them‘. This fhall be their reward, becaufe 
they difbelieve-in our figns, and fay, When we fhall 
have been reduced to bones and duft, fhall we furely 
be railed new creatures? Do they not perceive that 
Gop, who created the heavens and the earth, is able 
to create other bodies, like their prefent? And he hath 
appointed them a limited term‘, there is no doubt 
thereof: but the ungodly rejet the truth, merely out 
OF unbelief. Say, If ye poileffed the treafures of the 


* Thy afcending thither alone.J— ment them.]—i. e. When the fire 
As thou pretendel to have done in fhall go out orabate for want of fuel, 
thy night-journey; but of which no after the confamption of the fkins 


man was witnefs, and fieth of the damned, we will add 
‘ See the Prelim. Dife. fQ.1V.  fieth vigour to the flames by giving 
| Pe 11g. them new bodies (1). 


|, ¢ So often as the fire fhall be ex. «A limited term.J—OF life, or 
} tinguithed, we will rekindle it totor- _refurreGion. 


(1) Al Baroaws, Sce chap, 4. p. 105, 
mercy 
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mercy of my Lorn, ye would furely refrain from 
ufing them, for fear of {pending them”, for man is 
covetous. We heretofore gave unto Moszs the 
power of working nine evident figns*. And do thou: 
afk the children of Isr azz as to the ftory of Moses’; 
when he came unto them, and Puaraox faid -unto 
bim, Verily I efteem thee, O Mosks, to be deluded , 
by forcery. Moses anfwered; Thou well knoweft 
that none hath fent down thefe evident figns except . 
the Lorn of heaven and earth; and I furely efteeri 
thec, O Puaraon, a loft man. “Wherefore Pua. 
raou fought to drive them out of the’land; but we 
drowned him, and all thofe who were with him’ And - 
we faid unto the children of Israzt, after his deftruc- 
tion, Dwell ye in the land: and when the promife of 
the next life fhall come to be fulfilled, we will bring 
you both promifcuoufly to judgment. We have fent 
down the Koran with truth, and it hath defcended 
with truth: and we have. not fent thee otherwife than 
to be a bearer of good tidings, and a-denouncer of 
threats. And we have divided the Koran, revealing * 
it by parcels, that thou mighteft read it unto men 
with deliberation; and we have -fent it down, caufing 
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~ For fear of {pending them.]— 
That is, left they fhould be ex- 
haufted. 

* Nine figns.}—Thefe were, the 
changing his rod into a ferpent, the 
rhaking his hand: white and ‘fhining, 
the producing locufts, lice, frogs, and 
blood, the dividing of the red-fea, 
the bringing water out of the rock, 
and the fhaking of mount Sinai over 
the children of Hract. In Jieu of the 
three lat fome reckon the inundation 
of the Nile, the blafting of the corn, 
and {earcity of the fruits of the earth 
(i). ‘Thefe words, however, are in- 
terpreted by others, not of nine imiva- 
cles, but of nine commandments, 
which Mofes gave his people, and 
were thus numbered by Mohammed 
bimfelf to a Jew, who afked him the 


(1) Idem, Jarzaro’porn, 


queflion, viz. That they fhould not 
be guilty of idolatry, nor fteal, nor 
commit adultery or murder, nor 
prattice forcery or ufury, nor accufe 
an innocent man to take away his 
life, or @ tnodeft woman of whores 
dom, nor defert the army; to which” 
he added the obferving of the fab. . 
hath, asa tenth commandment, but 
which peculiarly regarded the Jews: 
upon which anfwer, it is faid, the 
re the prophet’s hands and’ 
cet (2). 

¥ Do thou afk the children of If. - 
rael, &c.J—Some think thefe words 
are dire&ted to Mofes, who is hereby 
commanded to demand the children 
of Ifrael of Pharaoh, that he might 
Jet them go with him, - 


(2) Al Berpawr, 
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it to defcend as occafion required*. Say, Whether ye 
believe therein, or do not believe, verily thofe who 
have been favoured with the knowledge of the ferip- 
tures which were revealed before it, when the fame is 
rehearfed unto them, fall down on their faces*, wor- 
fhipping, and fay, Our Loxrp be praifed, for that the 
promife of our Logo is furely fulfilled! And they fal}: 
-down on their faces, weeping; and the hearing thereof. 
increafeth their humility. Say, Call upon Gon, or 
call on the. Merciful: by whichfoever of the two. 
names ye invoke him, it is equal; for he hath. moft 
excellent names*. Pronounce not thy prayer aloud, 
neither pronounce it with, too low. a veice but fol 
‘low. a middle way.between thefe: and fay, -Praife be 
unto Gon, who hath not begotten any child; who 
hath no. partner in the kingdom, nor hath any to pro- 
te€t him from ¢ontempt: and magnify him. by pro. 
claiming his greatnefs. 


1 See the Prelim. Difc. fe. HI. two; which occafioned this paffage, 


p. 85. ‘ A See chap. 7. 
._ * On their faces.]—Literally, on < Pronounce not thy prayer aloud,. 
their chins, nor with too low a voice, Sc. }-Nei- 


* Call on Gon, or the Merciful, 
&c.J—The infidels hearing Moham- 
med fay, O Gon, and O Merciful, 
imagined the Merciful was the name 
of a deity different from-Gop, and 
that he preached the worfhip of 


CHAP. 
Intitled, The Cave‘ ; 


ther fo loud that the infidels may 
overhear thee, and thence take occa- 
fion to blaipheme and {coff; nor fo. 
foftly as not to be heard bythe affit. 
ants. Some fappofe that hy the 
word prayer, inthis place, is meant 
the reading of the Koran, 


XVUL 


revealed at Mecca’.. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


RAISE be unto Gop, who hath fent down 
unto his fervant the book of the Koran, and 
hath not inferted therein any crookednefs, but 


2 The chapter is thus infcribed 
Yecaufe it makes mention of the cave 
[OPA tebe Rar fuccearrnapn athe rt 


* Some except one verfe, which 
begins thus, Behave thyfelf with 


Pat Tee are 
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hath made it a ftrait rule: that he fhould threaten a 
grievous punifhment unto the unbelievers, from his 
prefence; and fhould bear good tidings unto the 
faithful, who work righteoufnefs, that they fhall re- 


eeive an excellent reward, namely, paradife, wherein’ 


they fhall remain for ever: and that he fhould warn 
thofe who fy, Gop hath begotten iffue; of which 
matter they have no knowledge, neither had their 


fathers. A grievous faying it is, which proceedeth . 


from their mouths: they {peak no other’ than a lie. 
Peradventure thou wilt kill thyfelf with grief after 
them, out of thy earneft zeal for their convertion, if 
they believe not in this new revelation of the Koran. 
Verily we have ordained whatfoever is on the earth 
for the ornament thereof, that we might make trial 
of men, and fee which of them excelleth in works: 
and we will furely reduce whatever is thereon, to dry 
duft. Doft thou confider that the companions of 
the cave‘, and At Raxim®, were one of our figns, 


The companions-of the cave. ]— 
"Thele were certain Chriftian youths, 
of a good family in Ephefus, who, 
to avoid the perfecution of the em- 
perot Decius, by the Arab writers 
called Decianus, hid them{elves ina 
cave, where they flept for a great 
number of years (1). 

This apocryphal flory (for Ba- 
ronius (2) treats it as no better, and 
father Marracci_ (3) acknowledges it 
to be partly falfe, or at leaft_doubt- 
ful, though he calls Hottinger a 
monfter of impiety, and the off-fcum 
of heretics, for terming it a fable 
(4),) was borrowed by Mohammed 
from the Chriftian traditions (5), but 
has been embellifhed by him and his 
followers with fevergl additional cir- 
cumftances (6). 

© Al Rakim.]—Whiat is meant by 
this word the commentators cannot 
agree. Some will have it to be the 


(1) Al Beroawr, Jartaro’onrn, &c. 
(3) In Alcor. p. 425. & mm 


Juli. 
xine. Hilt. Orient. p. 40. 


Mararneasr. 


Prodr, part. 4. p. 103. (4) 
(5) V. Grec. Turon. & Stmnone 
(6) V. D'Huxseror. Bibl, Orient. 


name of the mountain, or the valley, 
wherein the cave was; fome fay it 
was the name of their dog 5 and others 
{who feem to come neareft the true 
fignification) that it was a brafs plate, 
or ftone table placed near the mouth 
of the cave, on which the names of 
the young men were written. 

There are fome, however, who 
take the companions of al Rakim to 
be different from the feven fleepers : 
for they fay the former were three 
men who were driven by ill weather 
into 2 cave for fhelter, and were fhut 
in there by the falling down of a vaft 
ftone, which ftopped the cave’s 
mouth; but on their begging Gan’s 
mercy, and their relating each of 
them 2 meritorious. a€tion which 
they hoped might intitle them to it, 
were miraculoufly delivered by the 
rock’s rending in funder to give them 


pallage (7). 
(2) In Martyrol. ad 27. 


Hor- 


p. 189, (7) Af 


Baioawi, ex trad, Nooman Eba Bailiir. 


and 
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and a great miracle? When the young men took 
refuge in the cave, they feid) O Lorp, grant us 
mercy from before thee, and difpofe our. bufinefs for 
us to a right iffue. Wherefore we ftruck their cars 
with deafnefs, fo that they flept without difturbance 
in the cave for a great number of years: then we 
awaked them, that we might know which of the 
two parties" was more exatt in conyputing the {pace 
which they had remained there. We will relate unto 
thee their hiftory with truth, Verily they were young 
men who had believed in their Lorn; and we had 
abundantly direéted them: and we fortified their 
_ hearts with conftancy when they {tood before the ty- 
rant ; and they faid our Lorp is the Lorn of heaven 
and carth: we will by no racans call on any god be- 
fides him; for then fhould we furely utter an extra- 
vagance. ‘hefe our fellow people have taken other 
gods, befides him; although they bring no demon- 
{trative argument for them: and who is more unjuft 
than he who devifeth a lie concerning Gov ? And they 
. faid one to the other, When ye fhall feparate your- 
felves from them, and from the deities which they wor- 
fhip, except Gon’, fly into the cave: your Lorp will 
pour his nap on you abundantly, and will difpofe 
your bufinefs for you to advantage. And thou mighteft 
have feen the fun, when it had rifen to decline from 
their cave towards the right-hand; and when it went 
“down, to leave them on the left-hand*: and they 
were in the fpacious part of the cave’, This was one 
of the figns of Gop. Whomfoever Gon fhalldire&t, 
he fhall be rightly direfted ; and whomfoever he fhall 


11g 


&e.J—Lelt it fhould be offenfive to 


» The two parties. ]~viz. OF the 
fleepers themfelves, or others, who 
were divided in opinion as to the 
length of their flay in the cave. 

i Except Gon. ]—For they, Tike 
other idolaters, worfhipped the true 
Gop and idols alfo (1). 

* The fun declined from their cave, 


(1) Idem, 
Vou. IL, 


{2) Idem, 
H 


them, the cave opened towards the 
fouth (2}. 

1Tn the fpacious part of the cave.] 
~i.e.In the midft of it, where they 
were incommoded neither by the 
heat of the fun nor the clofenels of 
the cave {3}. 


(3) Idem. 
caufe 
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caufe to err, thou fhalt not find any to defend or to 
dire&. And thou wouldf have judged them to have 
been awake”, while they were fleeping; and we caufed 
them to turn themfelves to the right-hand, and to 
the left. And their dog* ftretched forth his fore- 
legs in the mouth of the cave: if thou badft come 
fuddenty upon them, verily thou wouldeft have 
turned thy back and fled from them, and thou 
wouldeft have been filled with fear at the fight of 
them’. And fo we awaked them from their fleep, 
that they might afk queftions of one another. One 
of them fpake and faid, How long have ye tarried 
here ? They anfwercd, Wc have tarried a day, or part 


of a day. 


= Thou wouldeft have judged them 
to have been awake,J—Becaule of 
their having their eyes open, or their 
frequent turning themfelves from one 
fide to the other (1). 

® And they turned themfelves, 
&c.]-Left their lying fo long on the 
ground fhon!d confume their flefh(). 

© Their dog.]—This dog had fol- 
lowed them as they paffed by him 
when they fled to the cave, and they 
drove him away; whereupon Goo 
caufed him to fpeak, and he faid, I 
Jove thofe who are dear unto Gon; 
go fleep therefore, and I will guard 

uu. But fome fay, it was a dog 
Belonging to a fhepherd who follow- 
ed them, and that the dog followed 
the fhepherd ; which opinion is fup- 
ported by reading, as fome do, cale- 
bohom, their dog’s mafter, inttead of 
calbohom, theirdog (3). Jallalo’ddin 
adds, that the dog behaved as his 
mailers did, in turning himfelf, in 
fleeping, and in waking. 

The Mohammedens have a great 
refpc& for this dog, and allow him 
a place in paradife with fome other 
favourite brutes: and they have a 
fort of proverb which they ule in 
fpeaking of a covetous perfon, that 


{1} Idem. 


The others faid, 


{2) Ider, Jarcaro’ppix. (3) Idem. 
Voy. de PArabie heur, p. 74. V. D’Haxpas.ubi fap. (5 


Your Lorp beft knoweth 


he would not throwa bone to the dog 
of the feven fleepers: nay it is faid 
that they have the fuperftition to 
write his name, which they fuppofe 
to be Katmir, (though fome, as is 
obferved above, think he was called 
al Rakim) on their letters which go 
far, or which pals the fea, asa 
proteftion, or kind of talifman, to 
preferve them from puifearriage ( . 

» Thou wouldeft have been Hea 
with fear at the fight of them.]—For 
that Goo had given them terrible 
countenances, or elfe becaufe of the 
largenefs of their badies, or the 
horror of the place. 

It is related that the Khalif Mo- 
awiyah, in an expedition he made 
againft Natolia, paffed by the cave 
of the feven fleepers, and would 
needs fend fomebody into it, not+ 
withftanding Ebn Abbas remonftrat- 
ed to him the danger of it, faying, 
‘That a better man than him, (mean- 
ing the prophet) had been forbidden 
toenter it, and repeated this verfe ; 
but the men, the Khalif fent in, had - 
no fooner entered the cave, than 
they were ftruck dead by a burning 
wind (5). 


(2 La Rogus, 
AlBripaw:, 


the 
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the time ye have tarried?: and now fend one of you, 
with this your money into the city’, and let him fee 
which of its inhabitants hath the beft and cheapeft 
food, and let him bring you provifion from him ; and 
let him behave circumfpe@lly, and not difcover you 
to anyone. Verily, ifthey come up againft you, they 
will Rone you, or force you to return to their relt- 
gion; and then fhall ye not. profper for ever. And fo 
we made their people acquainted with what had hap- 
pened to them; that they might know that the pro- 
mife of Gop is true, and that there is no doubt of 
the laft-hour'; when they difputed among them- 
felves concerning their matter‘. And they :faid, 
Ere€t a building over them: their-Lorp belt know- 
cth their condition. Thofe who prevailed in their 
affair anfwered, We will furely build a chapel over 
them", Some fay, The fleepers were three ; and their 
dog was the fourth’ : and others fay, They were five ; 
and their dog was the fixth*; gueffing at a fecret 
matter: and others fay, Tyhey, were feyen ; and. their 


| 


| 


@ Your Loro beft knoweth the 
time ye have tarried.}—As they en- 
tered the cave in the morning, and 
waked about noon they at firfl ima- 
gined they had flept half a day, or 
a day and a half at moft; but when 
they found their nails and hair 
grown very long they ufed thefe 
words (1). 

t Into the city.J—Which fome 
commentators fuppofe was Tarfus. 

* That there is no doubt of the laft- 
hour. ]-The long fleep of thefe young 
men, and their waking after fo many 

ears, being areprefentation of the 
Tate of thofe who die, and are after- 
wards raifed to life. 

© Concerning their matter. }—i. €. 
Concerning the refurreftion ; fome 
faying that tl Is e 

ifed, others, that they fhould be 
wed with the body: or, concern- 
ing the fleepers, after they were 
really dead; one faying, that they 
were dead, and another, that they 
were only afleep: or elfe concerning 
the eretling a Suilding over them, 


{1} Idem. 


H 


as it follows in the next words ; 
fome advifing a dwelling-houfe to 
be built there, and others a tem-, 
ple (2). 

" Thofe who prevailed faid, We 
will build a chapel over them.]— 
‘When the young man who was fent 
into the city, went to pay for the 
provifion he had bought, his money 
was fo old, being the coin of Deci- 
anus, that theypeioyenined he had 
found a treafure, and carried him be- 
fore the prince, who was a Chriftian, 
and having heard his ftorys fene 
fome with him to the cave, who faw 
and {poke to the others ; after which 
they fell afleep again and died ; and 
the prince ordezed them to be buried 
jn the fame place, and built a chapel 
over them, 

« Some fay, They were three, 
&c.]~This was the opinion of al Sey- 
id, a dacobire Chriftian of Najran. 

* Others fay they were five, &c.]~ 
Which was the opinion of certain 
Chrifians, and particularly of a 
Neftorian preiate. 


(2) Idem. 
2 dog 


‘ to-morrow; unlefs thou add, if Gop pleafe* 


’ 
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dog was the eighth”. 
their number: none fhall 
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Say, My Lorp beft knoweth 


know them, except a few. 


Wherefore difpute not concerning them, unlefs with 
a clear difputation, according to what hath been reveal- 
ed unto thee: and afk notany of the Chriftians concern- 


ing them. 


Say not of any matter, I will furely do this 


And 


remember thy Lorn, when thou forgetteft*, and 
fay, My Lorp, is able to dire&t me with eafe, that 
1 may draw near unto the truth of this matter rightly. 
And they remained in their cave three hundred ycars, 


and nine years over’ 


Say, Gon beft knoweth how 


Jong they continued there: unto him are the fecrets 
of heaven and earth known; do thou make him to 


fee and to hear’ 


The inhabitants thereof have no 


protector befides him; neither doth he fuffer any one 
to have a fhare inthe eftablifhment or knowledge of his - 


decree. 


Others fay, They were feven, 


y 
:.J—And this is the true opinron 











y not of any thing, I will do 
this to-morrow; anlefs thon add, If 
Gon pleafe.J—It is faid, that when 
the Koreilh, by the dire€tion of the 
Jews, putthe three queflions above- 
mentioned to Mohammed, he bid 
them come to him the next day, and 
he would give them un anfwer, but 
added not, if it pleafe Gon; for 
which reafon he had the mostification 
to wait above ‘alla before any 
revelation was Youenfaied him con- 
cerning thole matters, fo that the 
Korcilh tiumphed, and bitterly re- 
proached him as ai pacar length 
Gabriel brought directions w bat 
he fhould fay; with this admonition 
however, that he ihauld not be fo 
confident for the future (2). 

= Remember thy Logo, &c. }--i. 
e. Give the glory to bim, and afk 
pardon for thy omit cafe thou 
forget to fay, If it plealz Goo, 









{1} Wem, Jannaro’anix. 
(4: Ubi fup, 


(5) Al Bespaws, faLtabo’norn. 


Read that which hath been revealed unto 


* Three hundred and nine years. J+ 
“*Jallalo’ddin fuppofes the whole {pace 
was three hundred folar years, and 
that the odd nine are added to reduce 
them to lunar years, 

Some think thefe words are ine 
troduced as fpoken by the Chriftians, 
who differed among themfelvesabout 
the time ; one faying it was about 
three hundred years, and another, 
three hundred and nine years (3}. 
The interval between thé reign of 
Decius, and that of Theodofius the 
younger, in whole time the ficep- 
ets are faid to have awaked, will 
not ailow them to have flept quite 
two hundred years ; though Moham- 
med is fomewhat excufable, fince 
the number affigned by Simeon Me- 
taphrafles (4) 13 three hundred and 
feventy-two years, 

* Do thou make him to fee, and 
to hear.]—This is an ironical expref- 
fion, intmating the Ply and mad- 
nefs of man’s preluming to inftru& 
Gop (5). 


{2) Al Barnawsz. (3} Idem. 
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thee, of the book of thy Lor p, without prefuming to: 
make any change therein‘: there is none who hath 
power to change his words; and thou fhalt not find 
any to fly to, befides him, if thou attempt it. Be- 
have thyfelf with conftancy towards thofe who call 
upon their Lorp morning and evening, and who 
feck his favour; and let not thine eyes be turned 
away from them, feeking the pomp of this life #5 
neither obey him whofe heart we have caufed to 
negle&t the remembrance of us ‘, and who followeth 
his lufts, and Jeaveth the truth behind him. And 
fay, The truth is from your Lorn; wherefore let 
him who will, believe, and let him who will, be 
incredulous. We have furely prepared for the unjuft 
hell-fire, the flame and finoke whereof fhall furround 
them like a pavilion: and if they beg relief, they 
fhall be relieved with water like molten brafs, which 
fhall fcald their faces; “O how miferable a potion, 
and how unhappy a couch! As to thofe who believe, 
and do good works, we will not fuffer the reward of 
him who fhall work righteoufnels to perifh: for 
them are prepared gardens of eternal abode’, which 
fhall be watered by rivers ; they fhall be adorned 
therein with bracelets of gold, and fhall be clothed 
in green garments of fine filk and brocades ; Tepofing 
themfelves thereinon thrones. Ohow happy a reward, 
and how eafy a couch! And propound unto them as 
a parable two men*: on the one of whom we had 


beftowed 


“ Read that which hath been ree erfon more articularly intended 
vealed unto thee, without making Fete, it- is faid, was Ommeya Ebn 
any change therein. J-As the unbeliev. Khalf, who defired Mohammed to 
ers would perfuade thee to (1). difcard his indigent com anions, 
* Let not thine eyes be furned a- out of refpeé to the Korei » See 
way from them, &e.]—That is, De- chap. 6, 
fpife not the poor believers, becaule  & Gardens of eternal abode. J—Li- 
of their meannefs, nor honour the-x terally of Eden. See chap. 9. 
rich becaufe of their wealth and " women. ]—Though thefe feem 
grandeur. toibe general’ charaters only, dee 
* Whole heart we have caufed to figned to reprefent the different end 
peglettthe Speen eet of the wicked, and of the good ; 
3 yes 


(1) Idem, 
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beftowed two vineyards, and had furrounded them 


with palm-trees, and had 
tween them. 


caufed corn to grow be- 


Each of the gardens brought forth its 


fruit every {eafon, and failed not at all; and we caufed 
a river to flow in the midft thereof: and he had 


great abundance. 


And he faid unto his companion, 


by way of debate, I am fiperior to thee in wealth, 


and have a more powerful family. 


And he went into 


his garden’, being guilty of injuftice againft his 
own foul, and faid, I do not think this garden will 
decay for cver; neither dol think that the laf-hour 
will come: and alihough I fhould return unto my 
Loxp, verily I fhall finda better garden than this in 
exchange *, And his companion faid unto him, by 
way of debate, Doft thou not believe in him who 
created thee of the duft, and afterwards of feed; and 
then fafhioned thee into a perfeét man? But as for 
fines Gop is my Lorn; and I will not affociate any 


jother deity with my Lorp. 


thy garden, wilt thou not 


And when thou entereft 
fay, What Gon pleafeth 


fhall come to pafs; there is no power but in Gop 
alone? Although thou feeft me to be inferior to 
thee in wealth and number of children, my Lorp is 
well able to beftow on me a better gift than thy 
garden, and to fhoot his arrows againft the fame from 
heaven, fo that it fhall become barren duft; or its 


yet it is{uppofed, by fome, that two 
particular perfons are here meant, 
One fays they were two Ifraclites 
and brothers, who had a confiderable 
fum left them by their father, which 
they divided between them; and 
that one of them, beingan unbeliev- 
er, bought large fields and poffeffi- 
ons with His portion, while the other, 
who wasa true believer, difpofed of 
his to pious ufes; but that in the end 
the former was ruined, and the latter 
profpered. Another thinks they 
were two men of the tribe of Makh- 
zim; the one named al Afwad Ebn 


() AlBzivawi 


Abd’al Afhadd, an infidel ; and the 
other Abu Salma Ebn Abd’allah, the 
hufband of Omm Salma (whom the 
prophet married after his death,) and 
a true believer {1}. 

i And he went into his garden. J— 
Carrying his companion with him, 
out of oftentation, and to mortif; 
him with the view of his large pof- 
feffions (2). 

* I fhall find a better garden in 
exchange-]-— Vainly imaginin that 
this profperity was not fo much the 


free ai t of Gop, as due to his 
‘merit 3): 
(2) Idem, (3) Idem, 


water 
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water may fink deep into the earth, that thou canft 
not draw thereof. And his poffeffions were encom- 
paffed with deftruétion, as his companion had fore- 
warned him: wherefore he began to turn down the 
palms of his hands out of forrow and regret for that 
which he had expended thereon ; for the vines thereof 
were fallen down on their trails: and he faid, Would 
to Gop that I had not affociated any other deity with 
my Lorn! And he had no party to affift him, be- 
fides Gon, neither was he able to defend himfelf 
againft his vengeance. In fuch cafe proteétion belong- 
eth of right unto Gop alone ; he is the beft rewarder, 
and the belt giver of fuccefs. And propound to 
them a fimilitude of the prefent life. . It is like water 
which we fend down from heaven; and the herb of 
the earth is mixed therewith, and after it hath been 
green and flourifhing, in the morning it becometh dry 
ftubble, which the winds {catter abroad: and Gop 
is able to do all things. Wealth and children are 
the ornament of this prefent life: but good works, 
which are permanent, are better in the fight of thy 
Loxp, with refpe&t to the reward, and better with 
refpeét tohope. Ona certain day we will caufe the 
mountains to pafs away', and thou fhalt fee the earth 
appearing plain and even 5- and we will gather man- 
kind together, and we will not leave any one of 
them behind. And thcy fhall be fet before thy 
Lorp in diftin& order, and he fhall fay unto them, 
Now are ye come unto us naked, as we created you 
the firft time: but ye thought that we fhould not 
perform our promife unto you. And the book 
wherein every one’s a€lions are recorded fhall be put 
into his hand; and thou fhalt fee the wicked in great 
terror, becaufe of that which is written therein, and 
they fhal] fay, Alas for us! what meaneth this book? 
it omitteth neither a {mall aétion nor a great one, but 


1 The mountains fhall pafs away-] they fhall fly in the air, and be re« 
~—~—For being tom up by the rootss duced to atoms (1). 


(1) Idem. See Prelim. Dife. {c&t, IV. p. 108, 109. 
H4 it 
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it comprifeth the fame; and they fhall find that 
which they have wrought, prefent before their eyes: 
and thy Lorp will not deal unjuftly with any one. 
Remember when we {aid unto the angels, Worthip ye 
Apam: and they all worfhipped him, except Estis", 
who was one of the genii", and departed from the 
command of his Loxp. Will ye therefore take him 
and his offspring for your patrons befides me, not- 
withitanding they are your enemies? Miferable fhall 
fuch a change be to the ungodly! I called not them 
to be prefent at the creation of the heavens and of 
the earth, nor at the creation of themflelves, neither 
did I take thofe feducers for my affiftants. On a cer- 
tain day, GOD fhall fay unto the idolaters, Call thofe 
whom ye imagined to be my companions, to proteét 
you: and they fhall call them, but they fhall not an- 
{wer them ; and we will place a valley of deftrudion 
between them?: and the wicked fhall fee hell-fire 
and they fhall know that they fhall be thrown into 
the fame, and they fhall find no way to avoid it. 
And now have we varioufly propounded unto men, 
in this Koray, a parable of every kind; but man 
cavilleth at moft things therein. Yet nothing hin- 
dercth men, from believing, now a direétion is come 
unto them, and from afking pardon of their Lorp, 
excepting that they wait until the punifhment of their 
predeceffors come to be inflicted on them, or that the 
chaftifement of the next life come upon them pub- 
licly, We fend not our meffengers but to bear 
gocd tidings, and to denounce threats. Thole who 


believe not, difpute with 


™ See chap. 2. p. 7, and chap. 7. 

" Who Was one ofthe genit.J— 
Hence tome imagine the genii are 
a Species of angels; others fuppofe 
the devil to have been originally a 
genius, which was the occafion of 
his rebellion, and call him the father 
of the genit, whom he begat after 
his fall (1); it being a conflant opi- 


vain arguments, that they 


nion, among the Mohammedans, 
that the angels are impeccable, and 
do not propagate their {pecics (2). 

° A valley of deftruétion between 
them. ]—i, ¢. Between the idolaters 
and their falfe gods. Some fuppofe 
the meaning is no more than that 
Gow will fet them at variance and 
divifion. 


(3) Jartaro’pnin, &c, (2) Sce the Prelim. Dife, £&. IV. p.94, &e 


may 
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may thereby render the truth of no effe€t: and they 
hold sy figns, and the admonitions which have been 
made them, in derifion, And who is more unjuft 
than he who hath been acquainted with the figns of 
his Loxp, and retireth afar off from the fame, and 
forgetteth that which his hands have formerly com- 
mitted? Verily we have calt veils ovcr their hearts, 
leit they fhould underftand the Koray, and into 
their ears thicknefs of hearing: if thou invite them 
to the true direttion, yet will they not therefore be 
diretted for ever. ‘Thy Lorp is gracious, endued 
with mercy; if he would have punifhed them for 
that which they have committed, he would doubtlefs 
have hafted their punifhment: but a threat . hath 
been denounced againit them *, and they fhall find no 
refuge, befides him. And thofe former cities did 
we deftroy, when they aéted unjuftly; and we gave 
them previous warning of their deftru@tion. And 
remember when Moses faid unto his fervant Josnua, 
the fon of Nun, I will not ceafe to go forward, until 
I come to the place where the two {eas meet; or I 
will travel for a long fpace of time’. But when they 
were arrived at the mecting of the two feas*, they 


igi 


» A threat hath been denounced 
againft them.]—viz, Of their cala- 
mity at Bedr, (for the Koreifh are the 
infidels here intended,) or their pu- 
nifhment at the refurrefion (1). 

% Thofe former cities. }—That “is, 
the towns of the Adites, Thamudites, 
Sodomites, &c- 

* For a long {pace of time. ]—The 
original word properly fignifies the 
{pac¢ of eighty ycars and upwards. 
‘Lo explain this long paffage, the com- 
mentators tell the following flory. 
They fay that Mofes once preaching 
tothe people, they admired his know- 
ledge and eloquence fo much, that 
they afked him, whether he knew any 
man in the world who was _wifer 
than himfelf; to which he anfwered 
in the negative: whereupon Goo, in 


(1) Al Bewwawt, 


in Sonna, &c. {3) Idem. 


a revelation, having reprehended him 
for his vanity (though forse pretend 
that Mofes afked Gop the queftion 
of his own accord) acquainted him 
that bis fervant al Khedr was more 
knowing than he; and at Mofes’s 
requeft, told him he might find that 
perfon at acertain rock, where the 
two feas met; dire&ting him to take 
a fifh with him in a bafket, and that 
where he miffed the fith, that was the 
place. Accordingly Mofes fet out, 
with his fervant Jofhua, in fearch of 
al Khedr; whith expedition is here 
deferibed (2). ‘ 

* The meeting of the two feas.J— 
viz. Thofe of Perfia and Greece. 
Some fancy that the meeting of 
Mofes and al Khedr is here intended, 
as of two feas of knowledge (3). 


{2} Idem, Al Zamaxusyant, Al Boxnart, 


forgot 
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forgot their fifh, which they had taken with them‘; 
and the fifh took its way freely* in the fea, And 
when they had paffed beyond that place, Moses faid 
unto his fervant, Bring us our dinner; for now are _ 
we fatigued with this our journey. His fervant an- 
fwercd, Doft thou know what has befallen me ?° When 
we took up our lodging at the rock, verily I forgot 
the fifh: and none made me to forget it, except 
Saran, that I fhould not remind thee of it. And 
the fifh took its way in the fea, in a wonderful man- 
ner. Moses faid, This is what we fought after. 
And they both went back, returning by the way 
they came. And coming to the rock they found one of 
our feryants “, unto whom we had granted mercy from 
us, and whom we had taught wifdom from before us. 
And Moses faid unto him, Shall I follow thee, that 
thou mayeft teach me part of that which thou haift 
been taught, for a direétion unto me? He anfwered, 
Verily thou canft not bear with me: for how canft 


* They forgot their fifh, &c.J— 
Mofes forgot to inquive concerumg 
it, and Jofbua forgot to tell him 
when he miffed it. It is faid, that 
when they came to the rock, Mofes 
falling afleep, the fifh, which was 
yoafted, leaped out of the bafket into 
theca; fome add, thar Jofhua mak- 
ing the ablution at the fountain of 
life, (of which immediately), fome 
of the Watethappened to be fprinkled 
onthe fifh, whtch immediately re- 
Rtored it to life (1). 

* The fith took its way freely in 
the fea, ]-~The word herve tranflated, 
freely, fignifying alfo a pipe or arch- 
ed canal for conveyance of water, 
fome have imagined that the water 
of the fea was miraculonily kept from 
touching the body of the fifh, which 
paffed through it as under an arch 
{4}. 


(1) Idem. {2) Idem. 


» One of our fervants. ]——This 
perfon, according to the general opi- 
nion, was the prophet al Khedr; 
whom the Mohammedans_ufually 
confound with Phineas, Elias, and 
St. George, faying that his foul paffed 
by a metempfychofis fucceffively 
through al] three. Some, however, 
fay his true name was Balya Ebn 
Malcan, and that he lived inthe time 
of Afridin, one of the ancient kings 
of Perfia, and that he preceded 
Dhu'’lkarnein, and lived to the time 
of Mofes, They fuppofe al Khedr, 
having found out the fountain of hfe 
and drank thereof, became immor- 
tal; and that he had therefore this 
name, from his flourifhing and con- 
tinual youth (3). 

Part of thefe fitions they took 
from the Jews, fome of whom alfo 
fancy-Phincas was Elias (4). 


(3) Idem. V. D*Hereeror. Bibl. Orient. 


Art. Khedher, Serreacasrrens. de Turcar. monbus. Busseg. Epift. t. 


p.o3,&e. Hortrxc, Hid. Orient. p. 58, &c..99, Ke, 292, Kew 


(@)R. 


Levi Brn Gersom in append, J. 3. Reg. 3.27, 


thou 
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thou patiently fuffer thofe things, the knowledge where- 
of thou doft not comprehend? Moszs replied, Thou 
fhalt find me patient, if Gop pleafe; neither will I be 
difobedicnt unto thee m any thing. He faid, If thou 
follow me therefore, afk me not concerning any thing, 
until I fhall declare the meaning thereof unto thee. So 
they both went on by the tc ‘hore, until they went up 
jnto a fhip; and he made a hole therein*; And Moses 
faid unto him, Haft thou made a hole therein, that thou 
mighteft drown thofe who are on board ? now haft thou 
| done a ftrange thing. He anfwered, Did I not tell 
thee that thou couldeft not bear with me? Moses faid, 
Rebuke me not, becaufe I did forget ; and impofe not 
on me adifficulty in what Iam commanded. Where- 
fore they left the fhip and proceeded, until they met 
with a youth; and he flew him’. Moses faid, Haft 
thou flain an innocent perfon, without his having killed 
another? now haft thou committed an unjuft a€tion, 
* He anfwered, Did I not tell thee that thou couldeft XVI. 
not bear with me? Moszs faid, If I afk thee concern- 
‘ing any thing hereafter, fuffer me not to accompany 
thee: now haft thou received an excufe from me. 
They went forwards therefore, until they came to 
the inhabitants of a certain city *, and they afked food 
of the inhabitants thereof; but they refufed to receive 
them. And they found therein a wall, which was 
ready to fall down; and he fet it upright*. Where- 
upon Mosss faid unto him, If thou wouldeft, thou 
mighteft doubtlefs have received a reward for it. 
He anfwered, This fhall be a feparation between me 
and thee: but I will firft declare unto thee the fig- 


* He made a hole in the fhip.J— Antioch; or, asfome rather think, 
For al Khedr took an ax, and knock- Obollah, near Bafra, or elfe Bajirwaa 
ed out two of her planks (1). _ in Armenia (3). 

Y He flew him.|—By twifting his — * He fet it upright.J—By only 
neck round, or dafhing his head a- ftroking it with his hand; though 
gainfta wall, or elfe by throwing him others fay he threw it down and res 
down and cutting his throat (2). built it (4). 

* A certain city. ]—This city was 


(s) Al Beroawr, (2) Idem, (3) Idem. (4) Idem. 
nificatiog 
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nification of that which thou couldefi not bear with 
patience. The yeflel belonged to certain poor men’, « 
who did their bufinefs in the fea: and I was minded 
to render it unferviceable, becaufe there was a king‘. 
behind them, who took every found fhip by force. 
As to the youth, his parents were true believers; 
and we feared left he, being an unbeliever, fhould_ 
oblige them to fuffer “his perverfenefs and ingrati- 
tude: wherefore we defired that their Lorn might 
give them a more righteous child in exchange for 
him, and one more affeétionate towards them*. And 
the wall belonged to two orphan youths‘ in the city, 
and under it was a treafure hidden which belonged to, 
them; and their father was a righteous man: and 
thy Lorp was pleafed that they fhould attain their 
full age, and take forth their treafure, through the 
mercy of thy Lorn. And I did not what thou haft 
feen of mine own will, but by GOD’s direGtion. ‘This 
is the interpretation of that which thou couldeft not | 
bear with patience. The Jews will. afk thee con- 
cerning Duu’ixarnein', Anfwer, I will rehearfe- 
unto 
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Great, or, as they call him, Ifcander 


* Certain poor men They. were a 
al Rami, king of Perfia and Greece ; 


ten brothers, five of whom were 


paft their labour by reafon of their 
age (1). 

* A king. J—Named Jaland Ebn 
Karkar, or Minwar Ebn, Jaland al 
Addi_(2), who reigned in Oman. 
See Poc. Spec. p. 42. 

4 That thcir Lorn might give 
them a more righteouschild, &c.j—~ 
It is faid that they had afterwards a 
daughier, who was the wife and the 
mother of a prophet; and that her 
fon converted a whole nation (3). 

* Two orphans/|—Their- names 
were Afram and Sarim [4). 

* Dha'tkarncin.]—~Or, The two- 
horned. -The generality of the com- 
mentators £5) fuppofe the perfon 





* kere meant to be Alexander the 


_ {t) Idem. {2) Idem. | 


(3} Idem. 


but there are very different opinions 
as to the reafon of this furname. 
Some think it was given him be- 
caufe he was king of the Eaft and 
Welt, or becaufe he had made expe~ 
ditions to both thofe extreme parts of 
the earth ; or cle becaufe he had two 
horns on his diadem, or two curls, 
of hair, hke horns, on his fore- 
head; or, which is moft probable, 
by reafon of his great valour. Se- 
veral_ modern writers (6) rather fup- 
pofe the furname was occafioned by 
his being reprefented in his coins’ 
and fiatues with horns, as the fon 
of Jupiter Ammon; or elfe by his 
being compared by the prophet Da- 
niel toa he-goat (7); though he is 
there 


{4) Idem. {5} Idem, Al 
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unto you an account of him. 


125 
We made him power- 


- ful in the earth, and we gave him means to accomplifh. 
every thing he pleafed. And he followed his way, 
until he came to the place where the fun fetteth; and 
he found it to fet in a fpring of black mud*; and he 


found near the fame a certain people’. 


And we faid, 


O Dav’tkarnein, either punifh this people, or 


ufe gentlenefs towards them‘. 


He anfwered, Who- 


foever of them fhall commit injuftice, we will furcly 
punifh him in this world; afterwards fhall he return 
unto his Lorp, and he fhall punifh him with a {c- 


vere punifhment. 


But whofoever believeth, and doth 


,that which is right, fhall receive the moft excellent 
reward, and we will give him in command that 


which is eafy. 


Then he continued his way, until he 


came to the place where the fun rifeth*; and he 
found it to rife on certain people, unto whom we 
had not given any thing wherewith to fhelter them- 


felves therefrom’. 


‘there reprefented with but one horn 


1). 

‘There are fome good writers, how- 
ever, who believe the prince in- 
tended in this paflage of the Koran, 
was not Alexander the Grecian, but 
another great conqueror, who bore 
the fame name and furnamne, and 
was much more ancient than he, be- 
ing contemporary with Abraham, and 
one of the kings of Perfia of the firft 
race (2); or, as others fuppofe, a 
king of Yaman, named Afaah Ebn 
al Rayeth (3). 

They all agrce he was a true be- 
Viever, but whether be was a prophet 
or no, isa difpured point. 

8 He found the fun to fet in a 

{pring of black mu “That it 
feemed fo to him, when he came to 
the ocean, and faw nothing but wa- 
ter (4), : 

4A certain people. |—An unbe- 












(1) See Dan, viii. 
takhab, &c. 
trad. Eun Assas. 


LALO’LDIN, fg) lidem. 


\Dhu’! 


Thus it was; and we compre- 


hended 


Heving nation, who were clothed in 
the fkins of wild beafts, and lived 
upon what the fea caft on fhore (5). 

i Either punith them or ufe them 

with pentlenefs.}-—For Gon gave 

arnein his choice, either to de~ 
troy them for their infidelity, or to 
infru@ them tn the true faith; or, 
according toothers, citherto put them 
tothe fword, orto take them captives s 
but the words which follow confirm 
the former interpretation, by which 
it appears he chofe to invite them to 
the true religion, and to punifh only 
the difobedient and incredulaus, 

® The place where the fun rifeth.] 
—i. e. That part of the habitable 
world on which the fun firft rifes, 

1 And he found it to rife on a cer- 
tain people, &c.J—Who had neither 
clothes nor honfes, their country not 
bearing any buildings, but dwelt in 
holes under ground, into which 

they 


(2) Asu’treva, Kaoxpaemrir, Tarikh Mon- 
V. D'Hexser. Bibl. Orient. Art. Efeander. 
V. Poc. Spec. p. 


(gy Ex 


38. (4) Al Barvawt, Jar- 
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hended with our knowledge the forces which were 
with him. And he profecuted his journey from fouth 
to north, until he came between the two mountains”, 
beneath which he found certain people, who could | 
fcarce underftand. what was faid". And. they faid, O 
Duu’LKARNEIN, verily Goce and Macoe watfte the 
land’; fhall we therefore pay thee tribute, on con- 
dition that thou build a rampart between us and 
them? He anfwered, The power wherewith my Lorp 
hath ftrengthened me, is better than your tribute: 
but affift me ftrenuoufly, and I will fet a ftrong wall 
between you and them. Bring me iron in large 
pieces, until it fll up the {pace between the two fides | 
of thefe mountains, And he faid to the workmen, Blow 
with your bellows, until it make the iron red hot as 
fire. And he faid further, Bring me molten brafs, 
that I may pour upon it. Wherefore, when this wall 
was finifhed, Goc and Macoe could not {cale, neither 
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could they dig through it® 


they retreated from the heat of the 
fun (1). Jallalo’ddin favs they were 
the Zeni, a black nation lying fouth- 
welt of Ethiopia. They feem to be 
the Troglody tes of the ancients. 

» The two mountains. ]—Between 
which Dhu’lkarnein built the famous 
rampart, mentioned immediately, 
againtt the iruptions of Gog and 
Magog. Thefe mountains are fira- 
ate in Armenia and Adherbijan, or, 
according to others, anuch more 
northwards, on the confines of Tur- 
keflin (2). ‘The relation of ajourney 
taken to this rampart, by one who 
was fent on purpofeto view it by the 
Khalif al Wathee, may be feen in 
D'Herbelot (3). 

a Who could fearce underftand 
what was faid.}—By reafon of the 
frangenefs of thir fpeech and their 
flownefs of apprehention ; wherefore 
they were obliged to make uie of an 
interpreter (4)s 


(1) Idem. 
(jy) Al Beipawr. 
Gos. in Alfrag. p. 207, 


{2} Al Berpawr. 


(5) Idem. V. D?Heesae. ubi fupra, 
‘ (7) Al Barpawr. 7 


And Duvu’LKARNEIN 
faid, 


* Gog and Magog walle the 
jart.J—The Arabs call them Yajtit 
and Majtij, and fay they are two 
nations or tribes deftended from 
Japhet the fon of Noah, or, as others 
write, Gogare a tribe of the Turks, 
and Magog of thofe of Gilan (5), 
the Geli and Gela of Ptolemy and 
Strabo (6). 

It is faid thefe barbarous people 
made their irruptions into the neigh- 
bonring countries in the {pring, and 
dcfroyed and carried off all the fruits 
of the earth; and fome pretend they * 
‘were man-eaters (7). 

? The commentators fay the wall 
was built in this manner, They 
dug till they found water, and hav- 
ing laid the foundation of flone and». 
melted brafs, they built the fuper- 
flru@ure of large pieces of iron, 
between which they laid wood and 
coals, till they equalled the height 
of the mountains: and then fetting 

fire 





{3} Bibl. Orient. Art. Jagiouge. 
te) Vv. 
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faid, This isa mercy from my Loro: but when the 
prediétion of my Lorn fhall come to be fulfilled 4, he 
thali reduce the wall to duft; and the predi€tion of my 
Lorp istrue, On that day we will fuffer fome of them 
to prefs tumultuoufly like waves on others‘; and the 
trumpet fhall be founded, and we will gather them in a 
body together. And we will fet hell, on that day, before 
the unbelievers; whofe eyes have been veiled from m 

remembrance, and who could not hear my words. Do 
the unbelievers think that I will not punifh them, for 
that they take my fervants for their proteftors befides 
me? Verily we have prepared hell for the abode of 
the infidels, Say, Shall we declare unto you' thofe 
whofe works are vain, whofe endeavour in the prefent 
life hath been wronely direéted, and who think they 
do the work which is right? Thefe are they who be- 
lieve not in the figns of their Lorn, or that they fhall 
be affembled before him; wherefore their works are 
vain, and we will not allow them any weight on the 
day of refurreflion. This fhall be their reward, name. 
ly, hell; for that they have difbelieved, and have 
held my figns and my apoftles in derifion. But a: 
for thofe who believe and do good works, they fhal. 
have the gardens of paradife for their abode; they 
fhall remain therein for ever; they fhall wifh for no 
change therein. Say, If the fea were ink to write 
the words of my Loro, verily the fea would fail, 
before the words of my Lorp would fail; although 


fire to the combullibles, by the help 
of large bellows, they made the iron 
red hot, and over it poured melted 
brafs, which filling up the vacancies 
between the pieces of iron, rendered 
the whole work as firm as a rock. 
Some tell us that the witole was built 
of ftones joiued by cramps of iron, 
on which they poured melted brafs to 
faflen them (1). 

4 Whén the prediftion of my 
Lorn thall come to be fulfilled, &c.] 


. (1) Idem, &e. 
ab. pe arg, 


That is, when the time fhall come fo; 
Gog and Magog to break forth from 
their confinement; which thal] hap- 
pen fome time before the refurrece 
tion (2). a 

* To prefs tumultuoully like waves, 
&c.J—Thefe words reprefent either 
the violent irruption of and. 
Magog, or the tumultuous a! lembly 
of all creaturcs, men, genii, and 
brutes, at the refurre€tion/3). "- 


{2} Sce the Prelim, Dife. @.1V. p.i07. (3) See 


we 
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we added another fea like unto it as a farther fupply. 
Say, Verily I am only a man as ye are. It is revealed 
unto me that your Gop is only one Gon: let him 
therefore who hopeth to mcet his Lorn, work a righ- 
teous work; and let him not make any other to partake 
in the worfhip of his Loro. 
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C H AP. XIX. 
Intitled, Mary’; revealed at Mecca’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


H. Y. A. S." A commemoration of the mercy 

e of thy Lorn towards his fervant Zacuarias™, 
When he called upon his Lorn, invoking him in 
fecret, and faid, O Lorn, verily my bones are 
weakened, and my head is become white with hoari- 
nefs, and I have never been unfuccefsful in my pray- 
ers to thee, O Lorp. But now I fear my nephews, 
who are to fuceecd aficr me*, for my wife is barren: . 
wherefore give me a fucccflor of my own body from 
before thee, who may be my heir, and may be an 
heir of the family of Jacon*; and grant, O Lorp, 
that he may be acceptable unto thee. And the angel 
anfwered him, O Zacuartas, verily we bring thee 
tidings of a fon, whofe name fhall be Joun ; we have 


* Several circumflances relating to 
the virgin Mary being mentioned in 
this chapter, her name was pitched 
upon for the title, : 

© Except the verfe of Adoration. 

» See the Prelim. Dif, tcet. 1H. 
p. 78, &e. 4 

” See chap. g. p. 61, &e. 

* T fear my nephews, &c.}-Thefe 
were his brother’s fons, who were 
very wicked men, and Zacharias 
was apprehenfive, leit, after his 
death, inflead of confirming the 
people in the true religion, they 


(1) Al Betovawt, Janzazo’ppry, 


fhould feduce them to idolatry (1), 
And fome commentators imagine * 
that he made this prayer in pri- 
vate, left his nephew 
bear him. 

¥ And may bean heir of the family 
of Jacob.J-viz. In holinefs and 
knowledge; or in the government 
and fupermtendence of the Hraelites, 
There are fome who fuppofe it is 
not the patriarch who is here meant, 
but another Jacob, the brother of 
Zacharias, or of Imran Ebn' Mathan, 
of the race of Solomon (2), 


hould over. 


(2) idem, 
not 
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not caufed any to bear 
Zacuarias faid, Lorp 
feeing my wife is barren, 


great age *, and am decrepi 
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the fame name before him = 
» how fhall I have a fon, 


and I am now arrived at a 
t? “The angel faid, So thal} 


it be: thy Lorp faith, This is eafy with me; fince I 
created thee heretofore, when thou waft nothing, Za- 


cHaRias anfwered, O Lorn, 
angel replied, Thy fign -fhall b 
{peak to men for three nights, 
went forth 
chamber, and he made figns un 


fe&t health. And he 


fay, Praife ye GOD in the 
And we faid unto. his fon, 
of the law, 
And we beftowed on him 
child, and mercy from us, 
was a devout perfon, an 
and was not proud or 

the day whereon he w 
he fhall die, 
to life. 
the flory of Mary; 


re 


d dutiful towards 


as born, 
and the day w 
And remember i 


give mea fign. The 
e, that thou fhalt not 
although thou be in per- 
unto his people, from the 
to them °, as if he fhould 
morning and in the evening, 


O Jonn, receive the book 


with a refolution to fludy and obferve it, 


wifdum, when he was yet a 
and purity of life*; and he 
his parents, 
Peace be on him 
and the day whereon 
hereon he fhall be raifed 
n the book of the Koran 


bellious, 


when fhe retired from her 


family to a place towards the eaft’, and took a 


* ‘We have not caufed any to bear 
that name before him. ]—~For he was 
the firft who bore the name of John, 
or Yahya {as the Arabs pronounce 
it;) which fancy feems to be occa- 
fioned by the words of St. Luke mif. 
underftood, that none of Zacharias’s 
kindred was called by that name (1): 
for otherwife John, Or, asitis writ- 
ten in Hebrew, Johanan, was a com- 
mon name among the Jews. 

Some expofitors avoid this abjec- 
tion, by oblerving that the original 
word famiyyan fignifes, not only one 
who is a€tually called by the fame 
name, but alfo one who by reafon of 
his poffefling the like qualities and 
privileges, deferves, or may pretend 
to the fame name. 

*I am arrived at a great age, 

Vor. 


(1) Luke i, 61, 


veil 


&e.J—The Mohammedan traditions 
greatly differ as to the age of Zacha~ 
rias at this time: we have mens 
tioned one alrcady (2): Jallalo’ddin 
fays, he was an hundred and twenty, 
and his wife ninety-eight; and the 
Sonna takes notice of feveral other 
opinions, 

+ He made figns unto them.J——_ 
Some fay he wrote the following 
words on the ground. 

© And purity of life.]—Or, asthe 
word alfo fignifies, The love of alms- 
deeds, . 

“ Toa place towards the eaft. }— 
viz. To the eaftern Part of the 
temple; orto a rivate chamber in 
the houfe, which opened to the 
call: whence, fays al Beidawi, the 
Chriftians pray towards that quarter. 
I There 


(2) Chap. iii, P. 62. not. 7. 
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yeil to conceal herfelf from them; and we fent our 
fpirit Gasxiex unto her, and he appeared unto her 
in the faape of a perfe€t man‘. She faid, I fly for 
refuge unto the merciful GOD, that he may defend 
me from thee: if thou feareft him, thou wilt not ap- 
proach me. He anfwered, Verily I am the mex< 
fenger of thy Lorn, and am fent to give thee a holy 
fon. She faid, How fhall I have a fon, feeing a 
man hath not touched me, and I am no harlot? 
Gasrisx replied, So fhall it be: thy Lorp faith, 
This is eafy with me; and we will perform it, that 
we may ordain him for a fign unto men, and a 
mercy from us: for it is a thing which is decreed, 
Wherefore fhe conceived him‘: and fhe retired afide 
with him in her womb to a diftant place®; and the 
pains of child-birth came upon her near the trunk 
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of a palm-tree’. 


There is 2 tradition, that when 
the virgin was grown to years of 
puberty, fhe ufed to leave her apart- 
ment in the temple, and retire to 
Zacharias’s houfe to her aunt, when 
her courfes came upon her; and fo 
foon as fhe was clean, fhe returned 
again to the temple; and that at 
the time of the angel’s vifiting her, 
fhe was at her aunt’s on the like 
occafion, and was fitting to wath 
herfelf, in an open place, behind a 
veil to prevent ker being feen {1}. 
But others more prudently fuppofe 
the defign of her retirement was to 
pray (2). 

* In the fhape of a man, J—Like a 
fall-grown but beardlefs youth. Al 
Beidawi, not contenied with having 
given one good reafon why be ap- 

eared in that form, viz. to moderate 
hee furprife, that fhe might hear his 
meflage with lefs thynets, adds, that 
perhaps it might be to raife an 
emotion 1 her, and affift her con- 

Geption. 
£ She conceived.J—For Gabriel 


t) Yanya, Al Berpawr. 
Jarcaro’anin, Al Beioaws. 
I 


idan, Al Zamanu. 


She faid, Would to Gop I had 


died 


blew ute the bofom ef fer fhife, 
which he opened with his fingers 

and his breath reaching pee (Dy 
caufed the conception (4}).» Tha 
age of the virgin Mary at the time 
of her conception was thirteen, or; 
as others fay, ten; and fhe went 
fix, feven, eight, or nine months 
with him, according to different tra- 
ditions ; though fome fay the child 
was conceived at its full growth of 
nine months, and that fhe was 
delivered of btm within an hour after 


© Toa diftant place.]-To conceal 
her delivery, fhe went out of the city 
by night, to a certain mountain, 

» Her pains came upon her near 
the unk of a palm-tree.]-The palm 
to which fhe fled, that the might Jean 
on it in her travail, was a withered 
trunk, without any head or verdure, 
and this appened in the winter fea. 
fon; notwithfanding which it mira- 
culoufly fupplied her with fruits for 
her refrefhaent (6); as is mentioned 
immediately. 

It 


(2) Al Zauaxa. (3) Yauya. 
(5) Al Berpawi, Yana. 
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died before this, and had become a thing forgotten, 
and loft in oblivion!’ And he who was freien her 
called to her ‘, faying, Be not grieved: now hath Gop 
provided a rivulet under thee; and do thou fhake 
the body of the paim-tree, and it thall. Jet fall ripe 
dates upon thee, ready gathered*, And eat, and 
drink, and calm thy mind, Moreover if thou fee 
any man, and he queftion thee, fay, Verily I have 
vowed a faft unto the Merciful; wherefore i wilt by 
no means {peak to a man this day" So the brought 
the child to her people, carrying him in her arms, 
And they faid unto her, O Mary, now haft thou 
done a ftrange thing: O fifter of AARON, thy father 
was not a bad man, neither was thy mother a harlot, 


Tt has been oblerved, that the ? Calm thy mind.]—~Literally, 
Mohammedan accouat of the deli. thine eye. 
very of the virgin Mary, very much . ™ Thave vowed a fat, &c.J-Dur- 
refembles that of Latone, as defcribed ing which fhe was not to {peak to 
by the poets (1), not only in this any body, untefs to ac uaint them 
circumfance of their pying hold with the reafon of her filence : and 
on a palm-tree (2), (though fome fome {uppoie the did that by figns. 
fay Latona embraced an olive-tree, » O° fifter of Aaron.J— everal 
or an olive. and a alm, or elfe Chrifian writers think the Korin 
two Jaurels,) but al in that of ftands conviéted of a manifellt falfe- 
their infants fpeaking; which A. ‘ood in this particular, but I am 
polio is fabled to have donc in the afraid the Mohammedans may avoid 
womb (3). the charge (5) asthey do by feveral 

§ He who was beneath. J ——This anfwers. Some fay the virgin Mary 
fomeimagine to have been the child had really a brother name. Aaron, 
himfelf; but others fuppofe it was who had the fame father, but a dife 
Gabriel, who food fomewhat lower ferent mother; others fuppofe Aaron 
than fhe did (4). According to a the brother of Mofes is here meant, 
different reading this paffage may be but fay Mary is called his fifter, ei- 
rendered, And he called to her tom ther becaufe fhe was of the Levitical 
beneath her, &c. And fome refer race, (as by her being related to Eli- 
the pronoun, tranflated, her, to the zabeth, it thoufa feem the was, ) or by 
palm-tree; and then it fhould be, be- way of comparifon 3, others fay that 
neath it, &c, at was a different perfon of that name 

* Shake the palm-tree, and it fhall who was comtemporary with her, and 
det fall ripe dates, &c.J—-—And ac- confpicuous for his good or bad qua- 
sordingly the had no fooner fpoken lities, and that-they likened her to 
it than the dry trunk revived, and him either by way of commendation, 
thot forth green leaves, and a head or of reproach (6), &e, 
Joadea with ripe fruit, 


(1) V. Suctr not. in Evang, Infant. P.9, 21, &e, {2) House. 
Hymn. in Apoll. Cat timacu. Hymn. in. Delun, (3) Ca LpiMaca. 
ibid. See Kor, chap. 3. p. 63. (4) Al Berpawz, JALLato’npin. 
(5) See chap. 3. P+ 59 6) AlZamaxn. Al Buipawr, Jarua- 
ho’pptn, Yauya, &e, 


Ie But 
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But fhe made figns unto the child to anfwer them; and 
they faid, How fhall we fpeak to him who is an infant 
in the cradle? Whereupon the child faid, Verily I am 
the férvant of Gop°; he hath given me the book of 
the gofpel, and hath appointed me a prophet. And he 
hath made me bleffed, wherefoever I fhall be; and hath 
commanded me to obferve prayer, and to give alms, fo 
long as I fhall live; and he hath made me dutiful to- 
wards my mother, and hath not made me proud, or 
unhappy. And peace be on me the day whereon I was 
born, and the day whereon I fhall die, and the day 
whereon I fhall be raifed to life. This was Jesus the 
fon of Mary; the Word of truth’, concernmg whom 
they doubt. It is not meet for Gon, that he fhould have 
any fon: Gop forbid! When he decreeth a thing, he 
only faith unto it, Be; and itis. And verily Gop is 
my Lox», and your Lorn; wherefore ferve him: this 
is the right way. Yct the feétaries differ among 
themfelves concerning Jesus; but woe be unto thofe” 
who are unbelievers, becaufe of their appearance at , 
the great day. Do thou caufe them to hear, and do 
thou caufe them to fee*, on the day whereon they 
fhall come unto us to be judged; but the ungodly 
are this day ina manifeft error. And do thou fore- 
warn them of the day of fighing, when the matter 
fhall be determined, while they are now funk in neg- 
ligence and do not believe. Verily we will inherit 


© Whereupon the child faid, T 


to fee, &c.J—Thefe words are wari- 
am the fervant of Gon.]—Thefe 


oufly expounded: fome taking them 


were the firfl words which were put 
intothe mouth of Jesus, to obviate 
the imagiuation of bis partaking of 
the divine nature, or having a right 
ta the worfhip of mankind, on ac- 
count of his miraculous {peaking fo 
foon after his birth (1). 

® The Word of truth. ]—This ex- 
preflion may either be referred to 
Jesus, as the Wordof Gon; or to 
the account juft given of him. 

4 Do qhou caute them to hear, and 


to exprefs admiration (2) at the quick~ 
nefs of thofe fenfes in the wicked, 
at the day of judgment, when they 
fhall plainly perceive the torments. 
repared for them, though they:haye 
been deaf and blind in this life; and 
others fuppofe the words contain .a 
threat to the unbelievers, of what 
théy fball then hear and fee; or elfe 
a command to Mohammed to lay 
ao them the terrors of. that day 
3)- : 


U1) Al Brivaws, &c. (2) Secchap. 18. p. 11g. (3) Al Baibaws. : 


the 
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the earth, and whatever creatures are therein"; and 
unto us fhall they all return. And remember Asra- 
nam inthe book of the Koran ; for he was one of 
great veracity, and a prophet. When he faid unto 
his father‘, O my father, why doft thou worfhip that 
which heareth not, neither feeth, nor profiteth thee 
at all? O my father, verily a degree of knowledge 
hath been beftowcd on me, which hath not been be- 
ftowed on thee: wherefore follow me; I will lead 
thee into an even way. O my father, ferve not Sa- 
tan; for Saran was rebellious unto the Merciful. 
O my father, verily I fear, lefta punifhment be in- 
flied on thee from the Mefciful, and thou become 
a companion of Satan. His father anfweréd, Doft 
thou reje&t my gods, O Anrauam? If thou forbear 
not, I will furely ftone thee: wherefore leave me for 
along time. Asranam replied, Peace be on thee: 
I will afk pardon for thee of my Lorn: for he is. 
gracious unto me. And I will feparate myfelf from 
you, and from the idols which ye. invoke befides 
Gop; and I will call upon my Lorn: it may be that 
I fhall not be unfuccefsful in calling on my Lorn, 
as ye are in calling upon them, And when he had fe- 
parated himfelf from them, and from the idols which 
they worthipped befides Gop‘, we gavé him Isaac 
and Jacos; and we made each of them a prophet ; 
and ‘we beftowed on them, through our mercy, the 
gift of prophecy, and children, and wealth; and we 
caufed them to deferve the higheft commendations *. 
And remember Moszs inthe book of the Koran : for 
he was fincercly upright, and was an apoftle and a 
prophet. And we called unto him from the right 
fide of mount Sinai, and caufed hint to draw near, 
and to difcourfe privately with us*, And we gave 

. him, 


+ We will inherit the earth, &c.J- ran, and thence to Paleftine. 
i.e. Alone furviving, when all crea- © We caufed them to deferve the 
turcs thal! be dead and annihilated. higheft commendations. |—Literally, 
See chap. 15: p. 79, & 

* See chap. 6. p. 168, &c. truth, y 7 , 

* When he_ had feparated him- « And to difcourfe privately with 
delf from them.]—By flying to Far. us.J]—Or, as fome expound it, And 

3 we 


We granted them a lofty tongue of 
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him, through our mercy, his brother Aaron, a 
prophet, for his affiftant. Remember alfo Ismars in 


the fame book : for he was true to his promife *; 
was anapoltle, and a prophet. 


and 
And he commanded 


his family to obferve praycr, and to give alms; and he 
wasaccepiable unto his Loan. Andremember Eprts? 
in the fame book; for he was a juft perfon, and a pro- 


phet: and we exalted him to a 
they unto whom Gop hath been bountcous, 
phets of the pofterity of Anam, ana of thofe 


high place’, Thefe are 
of the pro- 
whom we 


carried in the ark with Noaw;. and of, the pofterity 


of Agranam, 


we have direéted and chofen, 


and of Israzx, and of thofe whom 


When the figns of the 


Merciful were read unto them, they fell down wor- 


fhipping, and wept : 
have come after them, 
low their lufts ; 


but a fucceeding generation 
who negleét prayer, and fol- 
and they fhall furely fall into evil: 


except him who repenteth, and believeth, and doth, 


that which is right: thefe 


they fhall not in the-leaft b 
petual abode fhall be their 


ful hath promifed unto hi 
faith; for his promife will { 


we raifed him on high; for, fay they, 
he was railed to fo great an eleva. 
tion, that he heard the creaking of 
the pen writing on the table of 
Gon’s decrees (1). 

* He wastrue to his promife.]— 
Being celebrated on that account; 
and particularly for his behaving 
with that refignation and conftancy 
which he had promifed his father, 
on his receiving Gop's command to 
facrifice him (2): forthe Moham- 
medans fay it was Himael, and not 
Tfaac, whom he was commanded to 
offer, 

y Edvis.J—Or Enoch, the great- 
grandfather of Noah, who had that 
fumame from his great knowledge : 
for he was favoured with no lefs 
than thirty books of divine revcla- 
tions, and was the firft who wrote 


‘fhall enter paradife, and 
© wronged : gardens of per- 
reward, which the Merci- 
s fervants, as an objet of 
urely come to be fulfilled, 


with a_pen, and fudied the {cie 
ences of aftronomy and arithmetic, 
&e. (3). 

The learned Bartolocci endeavours 
tothew from the teftimonies of the 
ancient Jews, that Enoch, furnamed 

ris, was a very different perfou 
from the Enoch of Mofes, and many 
ages younger (4), 

* 4nd we exalted him to a high 

lace. ]—Some underftand by this the 

onour of the prophetic office, and 
his familiarity with Goo: but o- 
thers fuppofe his tranflation is here 
meant: for they fay that he was 
taken up by Gon into heaven at the 
age of three hundred and fifty, hav. 
ing firft fuffered death, and been te. 
ftored to live; and that he is now 
alive in one of the feven heavens, 
or in paradife (5). 


{t) Idem. (2} Idem. (3) Idem, Jarzaro’ppin &ce (4) Barrou. 
Biul. Rabb. part 2. p. 83g. (5) lidem, Aswiresa. . ‘ 


Therein 
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Therein fhall they hear no vain difcourfe, but peace*; 
and their provifion fhall be prepared for them therein 
morning and evening. This is paradile, which we. 
will give for an inheritance unto fuch of our fervants 
as fhall be pious. We defcend not from heaven, un< 
lefs by the command of thy Lorn: unto him belong. 
eth whatfoever is before us, and whatfoever is behind 
us, and whatfoever is in the intermediate {pace ; nei- 
ther is thy Lorn forgetful of thee’. He is the Lona 
of heaven and of earth, and of whatfoever is between 
them: wherefore worfhip him, and be conftant in 
his worfhip. Doft thou know any nained like him‘? 
Man faith4, After I fhalt have been dead, fhall I 
really be brought forth alive frotn thé grave? Doth 
not man remember that we created him heretofore, 
when he was nothing? But by thy Lorp we will 
furcly affemble them and the devils to judgment; then 
will we fet them round about hell on their knees : 
afterwards we will draw forth from evety feét fuch of 
them as fhall have been a more obftinate rebel againft 
the Merciful‘; and we beft know which of them are 


* Peace. ]—i. e. Words of peace 
and comfort; or the falutations of 
the angels («), &c. - 

> We delcend not from heaven, 


unlefs at the command of thy Lorn, | 


&c.J—-Thefe are generally fappofed 
to have been the wouds of the angel 
Gabriel, in anfwer to Mohammed's 
complaint for his long delay of fif- 
teen, or according to another traditi- 
on, of forty days, before he brought 
him inflru€tions what folution he 
fhould give to the queftions which 
had been afked him concerning the 
fleepers, Dho’lkarnein, and the fpi- 
sit (2), 

Others, however, are of opinion 
that they are the words which the 
godly will ufe at their entrance into 
patadife ;_ and that their meaning 
1s, We take up our abode here at the 
command and through the mercy of 
Gon alone, who ruleth all things, 
pait, future, and prefent ; and who 


(1) See chap: 10. p. 2. 
Brraawi. 


is not forgetful of the works of his 
fervants ( A 

© Doft thou know any named lke 
him. }]—That is, Deferving, or hav- 
ing a right to the name and attributes 
of Goo. 

@ Man faith.J—Some fuppofe a 
particular perfon is here meant, 
namely, Obba Ebn Khalf (4). 

© We will aflemble them and the 
devils.]—It is faid that every infidel 
will appear at the day of judg- 
ment, chained to the devil who {e+ 
duced him (5}. 

£ We will feparate from every fe& 
him who fhall have been a moré ob- 
fhoate reel afrinft the Merciful.J—~ 

ence, fays a idawi, it appears, 
that Coo. will pardon fome of the 
rebellious people. But perhaps the 
diftinguifhing the unbelievers into 
different clafles, in order to confign 
them to different places ahd degrees 
of tormentis here meant. 


(2) See before, chap, 18."p..125, 116. (3) Al 
(4) Sce chap. 16. p. 76. not. *. 
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(5) Al Bassawt. 
more 
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more worthy to be burned therein. There fhall be 
none of you but fhall approach near the fame*: this: 
is an eflablifhed decree with thy Lory. Afterwards 
we will deliver thofe who fhall have been pious, but 
we will leave the ungodly therein on their knees. 
When our manifett figns are read unto them, the in- 
fidels fay, unto the true believers, Which of the two 
parties is in the more eligible condition, and formeth 
the more excelient affembly'? But how many gene- 
rations have we deftroyed before them, which excelled 
them in wealth, and in outward appearance ? Say, 
Wholoever is in error, the Merciful will grant him 
a long and profperous life; until they fee that with 
which they are threatened, whether it be the punifh- 
ment of this life, or that of the laft-hour ; and_here- 
after they fhall know who is in the worfe condition, 
and the weaker in forces. Gon hall more fully di- 
re& thofe who receive dire@tion ; and the good works 
which remain for ever, are better in the fight of thy 
Lop than worldly pofleffions, in refpeét tothe reward, 
and more eligible in refpcé to the future recompente. 
Haft thou feen him who believeth not in our figns, 
and faith, I fhall furely have riches and children be. 
flowed on mc*? Is he acquainted with the fecrets of 


® We beft know which are more 


worthy to be burned in hell. ]—viz. 
The more obftinate and perverfe, 
and efpecially the heads of feés, 
who will fuffera double punifhment 
for their own errors and their fe- 
ducing of others, 

* There is none of you but fhall ap- 

roach the fame. |—For the true be. 
ievers muft alfo pals by or through 
hell, but the fire will be damped, 
and the flames abated, fo as not to 
hurt them, though it will lay hold 
on the others. Some, however, fup- 
pofe that the words intend no more 
than the paffage over the narrow 
bridge which is laid over hell (1), 

§ Which of the two parties, be 
viz. Of us, or of you. When the 
Koreifh were unable to produce a 


(1) Idem, See shePrel, Dift, f68.1V. p, 120, (2) Idem, 


compofition to equal the Koran, they 
began to glory in their wealth and 
nobility, valuing themfelves highly 
on that account, and defpifing the 
followers of Mohammed. 

* Haft thon feen him who believeth 
not, &c.]—This paflage was revealed 
on account ofal As Ebn Wayel, who 
being indebted to Khabbab, when he 
demanded the money, refuled to pay 
it unlefs he would deny Mohammed; 
to which propofal Khabbab anfwer 
ed, that he would never deny that 
prophet, neither alive, nor dead, nor 
when he fhould be raifed to life at 
the laft-day ; therefore replied al As, 
when thou art raifed again, come to 
me, for.I fhall then have abundance 
of riches, and children, and I will 
pay you (2). 


JAtLazo’pprn, 


faturity 3 
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futurity; or hath he received a covenant from the 
Merciful that it fhall be fo? By no means. We will 
furely write down that which he faith; and increafing 
we will increafe his punifhment: and we will be his 
heir as to that which he {peakcth of, and on the laft- 
day he fhall appear before us aloneand naked. They 
have taken other gods, befides Gon, that they may 
be a glory unto them. By no means. — Hereafter 
fhall they deny their worfhip"; and they fhall become 
adverfaries" unto them. Doft thou not fee that we 
fend the devils again{t the infidels to incite them to 
fin by their inftigations ?. Wherefore be not in hafte to 
call down deftruétion upon them ; for we number unto 
them adetermined number of days of refpite. On acer- 
tain day we will affemble the pious before the Merci- 
ful in an honourable manner, as embafladors come into 
the prefence of a prince; but we will drive the wicked 
into hell, as cattle are driven to water: they fhall ob- 
tain no interceffion, except he only who hath received 
a covenant from the Merciful. They fay, The 
Merciful hath begotten iffue. Now have ye uttered 
an impious thing: it wanteth little but that on occa- 
fion thereof the heavens be rent, and the earth cleave 
in funder, and the mountains be overthrown and fall, 
for that they attribute children unto the Merciful ; 
whereas it becometh not Gon to beget children. Ve- 


"We will inherit what he fpeak- 


eth RB ins t. He {hall be obliged to 
leave all his wealth and his children 
behind him at his death. 

™ Flereafter fhall they deny their 
worhhip, &¢.]——viz. At the refur- 
reftion; when the idolaters fhall 
difclaim their idols, and the idols 
their worthippers, and {hall mutu- 
ally accufe one another (1). 

" Adverfaries.}~Or, the contrary; 





that is to fay, a difgrace inftead of 


an honour. 

° They thall obtain no interceffion, 
except he only who hath received a 
covenant from the Merciful. ]—-That 


(1) See chap. 6, g Joi. chap. 10. p, 5, &c. 
aCe 


Sce chap. 2. p. 47, 


is, except he who fhall be a fubje&t 
properly difpofed to receive that fa- 
vour, by having profeffed Iflam. Or, 
the words may allo be tranflated, ace 
cording to another expofition, They 
thall not obtain the interceflion of 
any, except the interceffion of him, 
&c. Or cife, None fhall be able to 
make interceflién for others, except 
he who fhall have received a cove- 
nant (or permiffion) from Gon ; i.e. 
who fhall be qualified for that office 
by faith, and good works, according 
to Gon’s promife, or fhal! have 
fpecial leave given him by Goo for 
that purpofe (2), 


(8) Al Berpaws, 
rily 
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rily there is none in heaven or on earth, but fhall ap- 
proach the Merciful as his fervant. He encompaffeth 
ibem by hisknowledge and power, and numbereth them 
with an exact computation: and they fhall all come 
unto him on the day of relurreétion, deftitute both of 
helpers and followers. But as for thofe who believe and 
do good works, the Merciful will beftow on them 
Jove’. Verily we have rendered the Koran eafy 
for thy tongue, that thou mayeit thereby declare our 
promifes unto the pious, and mayeit thereby denounce 
threats unto contentious people. And how many ge- 
nerations have we deftroyed before them? Doft thou 
find one of them remaining ? Or doft thou hear fo 
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much as a whilper concerning them ? 


¥ Love, |—viz. The love of Gon 
and all the inhabitants of heaven. 
Some fuppofe this verfe was revealed 
tw comfort the Moflems who were 


hated and defpifed at Mecca, on ac- 
count of their faith, by the promife 
of their gaining the love and eftcem 
of mankind in a fhort fime, 


CHAP. XxX. 


Intitled, T.H*; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


H. We have not fent down the Koran unto 
« thee, that thou fhouldeft be unhappy‘; but for 
an admonition unto him who feareth GOD; being 


* The fignification of thefe let- 
ters, whtch being prefixed to the 
chapter are therefore taken for the 
title, is uncertain {1}, Some how- 
ever imagine they ftand for Ya rajol, 
i.e. O man! whielf interpretation, 
feeming not eafily to he accounted 
for from the Arabic, is by a certain 
tradition deduced from the Ethi- 
opic (2): or for Ta, i. e, tread ; 
telling us that Mohammed, being 
employed in watching and prayer 
the night this paflage was reveale A 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. TIT. 
Ap ai Baas, exwad, Acrema Eba 


fent 


flood on one foot only, but was 
hereby commanded to eafe himfelf 
By fein both feet to the ground, 

thers fancy the firft letter Rands 
for Taba, beatitude ; and the Jatter 
for Hawiyat, the name of the lower 
apartment of hell. ‘Tah isalfoan in- 
terjefion commanding filence, and 
may propefly chough be ufed in thig 
place. 

.” We have not fent down the Ko. 
ran unto thee, that thou fhouldefi be 
unhappy. ]—Either by reafon of thy 


78, Bec, Mouax. E 
bison, en 


zealous 
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fent down from him who created the earth, and the 
lofty heavens. ‘The Merciful fitteth on his throne’: . 
unto him belongeth whatfoever is in heaven and earth, 
and whatloever is between them, and whatfoever is un- 
der the earth, If thou pronounce thy prayers witha loud 
voice, know that it is not neceflary in refpe@ to GOD ; 
for he knoweth that which is fecret, and what is yet 
more hidden. Gop! there is no god but he: he 
hath moft excellent names’. Haft thou been informed 
of the hiftory of Mosrst? When he faw fire, and 
faid unto his family, Tarry ye here; for I perceive 
fire: peradventure J may bring you a brand there- 
out, or may find a dire&tion in our way by the fires, 
And when he was come near unto it, a voice called 
unto him, faying, O Moses! verily I am thy Lorp: 
wherefore put off thy fhoes*; for thou art in the 
facred valley Towa. And I have chofen thee; there- 
fore hearken with attention unto that which is re- 
vealed unto thee. . Verily I am Gon ; there is no god 
befide me: wherefore worfhip me, and perform thy 
prayer in remembrance of me. Verily the hout 
cometh: I will furely manifeft the fame, that every 
foul may receive its reward for that which it hath de- 


zealous folicitude for the conver- 
fion of the infidels, or thy fatiguing 
thyfelf by watching and other: reli- 
ious exercifcs; for it feems, the 
Koreith urged the extraordizary fa~ 
tigues he underwent in thofe, re- 
{peéts, as the confequence of his 
having left their religion (1). 

* See chap. 7. p. 218. and chap. 


17. petit, 

. The relation of the tory of Mo- 
fes, which takes up the greateft part 
of this chapter, was defined to en- 
courage Mohammed,’ by his exam- 
ple, to difcharge the prophetic office 
with firmnefs of mind, as being 
affured of receiving the like affiflance 
from Gon: for it is faid this chap- 
ter was one of the firft that were 
tevealed (2). 

© When he faw fire, &c.]—The 


(2) Al Bawawt, 


(2) Idem, 


edmmentators fay, that Mofes having 
obtained leave of Shoaib, or Jethro, 
his father-in-law, to vifit his mo- 
ther, departed with his family from 
Midian towards Egypt ; but coming 
to the valley of Towa, wherein 
mount Sinai fands, his wife fell in 
labour, and was delivered of a fon, 
in a very dark and {nowy night; he 
had alfo loft his way, and his cattle 
were {cattered from him; when on 
a fudden he faw a fire by the fide of 
a mountain, | Ase on his néaret 
approach he found burning in a 
green buth (3). ‘ 

~ Put off thy fhoes.]—This was 2 
mark of humility and refpe&t: though 
fome fancy there was fome unclean- 
nefs in the fhoes themfelves, becaufe 
they were made of the fkin of an af 
not dreffed (4). v 


(4) Idem. 
liberately 


{3) Idem. 
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liberately done. Let not him who believeth not 
therein, and who followeth his luft, prevent thee from 
believing in the fame, let thou perifh. Now what is 
that in thy right-hand, O Moses? He anfwered, It 
is my rod whereon I lean, and with which I beat 
down leaves for my flock; and I have other ufes for 
it GOD faid unto him, Caft it down, O Moses. 
And he caft it down, and behold it became a ferpent’, 
which ran about. GOD faid, Take hold on it, and 
fear not*: we will reduce it to its former condition. 
And put thy right-hand under thy left arm: it fhall 
come forth white*, without any hurt. This fhall be 
another fign: that we may fhew thee fome of our 
greateft figns. Go unto Puaraon: for he is ex- 
cecdingly impious. Moses anfwered, Loxp, en- 
large my breaft, and make what thou haft com- 
manded me eafy unto me: and loofe the knot of my 
tongue, that they may underitand my fpeech’, And 
give me a countellor® of my family, namely, Aaron 
my brother. Gird up my loins by him, and make 
him my colleague in the bufinefs ; that we may praife 
thee greatly, and may remember thee often ; for ‘thou 
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* And Ihave other utes for it.J— 
As to drive away wild beafts froin 
my flock, to carry my bottle of wa- 
ter on, to flick up and hang my up- 
per garment onto {hade me from the 
fun; and feveral other ufes enume- 
rated by the commentators. 

y It became a ferpent.]—Which 
was at firftno bigger than the rod, 
but afterwards {welled to.a prodigious 
fize (x). 

* ‘Pake holdon it, and fear nor. J~ 
When Moles faw the ferpent move 
about with great nimblencfs, and 
fwallow floncs and® trees, he was 
preatly terrified, and fled from it; 
but recovering his courage at thefe 
words of Gon, he had the boldnefs 
to take the ferpent by the jaws (2), 

» See chap. 7.p. 205. 

* Loofe the knot of my tongue, 
%c.]-—-For Mofes had an impediment 


1) Idem, {) Idem, 


in his fpecch, which was occafioned 
by the following accident. Pharaoh 
one day carrying him: in his arms, 
when achild, he fuddenly laid bold of 
his beard, and plucked it ina very 
rough manner, which put Pharaoh 
into fuch a paffion, that he ordered 
him to be put to death : but Afia, his 
wife, reprefenting to him that he 
was but a child, who could not 
diftinguith between a burning coal 
anda ruby, he ordered the experi- 
ment to be made ; and a Jive coal 
and a ruby being fet before Mofes, 
he took the coal and put it into his 
mouth, and burnt his tongue : and 
thereupon he was pardoned. This 
isa Jewifh fory a little altered (3). 

© A counfellor.J—~The Arabic 
word is Wazir, which fignifies one 
who has the chiefadminiftration of 


affairs under a prince. 


(3) V. Shalfh. Hakkab. p. 11, : 
regardeft 
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regardeft us. GOD replied, Now hat thou obtained 
thy requeft, O Moses: and we have heretofore been 
gracious unto thee, another time, when we revealed 
unto thy mother that which was revealed unto her’, 
faying, Put him into the ark, and caft him into the 
river, and the river fhall throw him’ on the fhore ; 
and my enemy and his enemy fhall take him and bring 
him up‘; and I beftowed on thee love from me : 
that thou mighteft be bred up under my eye. Wher 
thy fifler went and faid, Shall I bring you unto one 
who will nurfe the child*? So we returned thee unto 
thy mother, that her mind might be fet at eafe, and 
that fhe might not be affli&ted. And. thou fleweft a 
foul, and we delivered thee from trouble®; and we 


2 


proved thee by feveral trials‘: and afterwards thou 


* When we revealed unto thy mo- 
ther, &c.]—-The commentators are 
not agreed by what means this reve- 
lation was made: whether by private 
infpiration, by a dream, by a prophet, 
or by an angel. 

* Pathim into the ark, &c.J—~ 
The commentators fay, that his mo- 
ther accordingly made an ark of the 

apyrus, and pitched it, and put in 
fome cotton; and having laid the 
child therein, committed it to the 
river, a branch of which went into 
Pharaoh’s garden: that the flream 
cartied the ark thither into a fith- 
pond, at the head of which Pharaoh 
was then fitting, with his wife Afia, 
the daughter of Mozahem; and 
that the king, having commanded 
itto be taken up and opened, and 
finding in it a beautiful child, took 
a fancy to it, and ordered it to be 
brought up (1). . . 

Some writers mention a miracu- 
Tous prefervation of Moles before he 
was put into the: ark; and tell us, 
that his mother having hid bim from 
Pharaoh’s officers in an oven, his 
fifter, in her mother’s abfence, kin- 
died a large fire in the oven to heat 
it, not knowing the child was there, 


(1) Al Beiwawn. (2) Aav’cena, &c, 
(5) Shalfh, Hakkab. p. 14. 


) Iden. 


didft 


but that he was afterwards taken out 
unhurt {2}. 

f I beftowed on thee love from 
me.}—Thatis, I infpired the love of 
thee into the hearts of thofe who faw 
thee, and particularly into the heart 
of Pharaoh. 

® When thy fifter went, &¢.J— 
The Mohammedans pretend that fe- 
veral nurfes were brought, ‘but the 
child refufed to take the. breafl of 
any, till his filer Miriam, who went 
to learn news of him, told them fhe 
would find a nurfe, and brought his 
mother (3). 

* Thou fleweft a foul, and we de- 
liyered thee from trouble. ]—Mofes 
killed an Egyptian, in defence of an 
Mraclite, aud efcaped the danger of 
being punifhed for it, by flying to 
Midian, which was eight days jour- 
ney diftant from Mefe (4). 

The Jews pretend he was aéta- 
ally imprifonedsfor the fa€, and con- 
demned to be beheaded, but. hat, 
when he fhould have fuffered, his 
neck became as hard as ivory, and 
the fword rebounded on the execu- 
tioner (5). 

* We proved thee by various tri- 
als.J—For he was obliged to aban- 


(3) Al Barpawt. 


doa 
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didft dwell fome years* among the inhabitants of 
Maptan. Then thou cameft hither according to 
our decree, O Moses; and I have chofen thee for 
myfelf: wherefore go thou and thy brother’ with my 
figns; and be not negligent in remembering me. 
Go ye unto Puaraon, for he is exceffively impious : 
and {peak mildly unto him; peradventure he will 
confider, or will fear our threats. They anfwered, 
O Lorn, verily we fear left he be precipitately vio- 
lent againft us, or left he tranfgrefs more exorbitantly. 
GOD replied, Fear not; for I am with you: I will 
hear and will fee. Go ye therefore unto him, and 
fay, Verily we are the meffengers of thy Lorn: 
wherefore fend the children of Israrx with us, or do 
not affli€t them. Now are we come unto thee with 
a fign from thy Lorn: and peace be upon him who 
fhail follow the true direftion. Verily it hath been 
revealed unto us, that a punifhment fhall be infli@ed 
on him who fhall charge us with impofture, and fhall 
turn back. And when they had delivered their meflage, 
Puaraon faid, Who is your Lorv, O Moses? He 
anfwered, Our Lorn is he who giveth all things: he 
hath created them, and dircéteth them by his provi- 
dence. PuHaraon faid, What therefore is the condi- 
tion of the former generations? Moses anfwered, 
The knowledge thereof is with my Lorp, in the 
book of his decrees: my Loro erreth not, neither 
doth he forget. It is he who hath fpread the earth 
as a bed for you, and hath made you paths therein; 
and who fendeth down rain from heaven, whereby 
we caule various kinds of vegetables to {pring forth ; 
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don his country dnd his friends, 
and to travel feveral days, in great 
terror and want of necellary provi- 
fions, to feck a refuge among 
flrangers; and. was _— afterwards 
forced to ferve for hire to gain a 
livelihood. 
& Some years.J—i. e. Ten (1). 


(1} Al Berpawe, 


1 Go thou and thy brother.]—— 
Aaron being by this time.come out 
to meet his brother, either by divine 
infpiration, or having notice of his 
defign to return to Egypt (2). 

= What is the condition of the for- 
mer generations? ]—viz.-As to hap- 
pinefs or mifery after death, 


(2} Idem. 
faying, 
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faying, Eat of part, and feed your cattle With other part 
thereof, Verily herein are figns unto thofe who are 
endued with underftanding. Out of the ground have 
we created you; and tg the fame will we caufe you to 
return, and we will bring you forth from thence ano- 
ther time. And we fhewed Puaraon all our figns 
which we had empowered Mosss to perform: but he 
accufed him of impofture, and refufed to believe 3 and 
he faid, Art thou come unto us that thou mayeft dif. 
poffefs us of our land by thy enchantments, O Moses ? 
Verily we will meet thee with the like enchantments : 
wherefore fix an appointment between us and thee; we 
will not fail it, neither fhale thou, in an equal place. 
Moses anfwered, Let your appointment be on the day 
of your folemn feaft"; and let the people be affembled 
in open day. And Puaraon turned away from Mo- 
szs, and gathered together the moft expert magicians, to 
execute his ftratagem 3 and then came to the appoint- 
ment. Moses faid unto them, Wo be unto you! 
‘do not devife a lie againft Goo’, left he utterly 
deftroy you by fome judginent: for he fhall not 
profper who devifeth lies. And the magicians dif- 
puted concerning their affair among themfelves, and - 
difcourled in private: and they faid, Thefé two are 
certainly magicians: they feek to difpoffefs you of 
your land by their forcery: and to lead away with 
them your chiefeft and moft confiderable men. Where- 
fore colleét all your cunning, and then come in or- 
der: for he fhall profper this day, who fhall be fu- 
perior. They faid, O Moses, whether wilt thou 
caft down thy rod firft, or fhall we be the firft who 
caft down our rods? He anfwered, Do ye caft down 
your rods firft, And behold, their cofds and their 
rods appeared unto him, by their enchantments, to 
run about like ferpents*: wherefore Moszs conceived 
fear 


® The day of the folemn feaft.]— formed in his name are the effefts of 

Which was probably the fir day of magic. , 
their new year, ¥ Their cordsand theirrods feemed 
° Do not devife a lic againt unto him, by their enchantments, ta 
Goo. ]—By faying the miracles per- runabout like ferpents.]-They rubbed 
eon 
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fear in his heart. But we faid unto him, Fear not; fér 
thou {halt be fuperior: therefore, caft down the rod 
which jis in thy right-hand; and it fhall {wallow up 
the feeming ferpents which they have made: for what 
they have made is only the deceit of an enchantgr ; 
and an cnchanter fhall not profper, whitherfoever he 
cometh. And the magicians, when they faw the mi- 
racle which Moses performed, fell down and wor- 
fhipped, faying, We believe in the Lorn of Aaron, 
and of Moses. Puaraon faid unto them, Do ye 
believe in him before I give you permiffion? Verlly 
this is your maftcr, who hath taught you magic. But 
I will furely cut off your hands and your feet on the 
oppofite fides; and I will crucify you on trunks of 
alm-trees¢: and ye fhall know which of us is more 
fever in punifhing, and can longer protra& your 
pains. They anfwered, We will by no means have 
greater regard unto thee, than unto thofe evident 
miracles which have been fhewn us, or than unto 
him who hath created us. Pronounce -therefore that 
fentence again{t us which thou art about to pronounce: 
for thou canft only give fentence as to this prefent 
life. Verily we believe in our Lorn, that he may 
forgive us our fins, and the forcery which thou haift 
forced us to exercife: for Gop is better to reward, and 
more able to prolong punifhment than thou. Verily 
whofoever fhall appear before his Lorn on the day of 
judgment, polluted with crimes, fhall have hell for his 
reward; he fhalf not die therein, neither fhall he live, 
But whoever hall appear before him, having been 2 
true believer, and fhall have worked righteoufnefs, 
for thefe are prepared the higheft degrees of happinefs ; 
namely, gardens of perpetual abode’, which fhall be 
watered by rivers; they fhall remain therein for ever: 
and this fhall be the reward of him who fhall be pure. 
them over with quickfilver, which * See ibid. p. 207. 
being wrought upun by the heat of | ' Gardens of perpetual thode 


the fun, caufed them to move (1). Literally, gardens of Eden; 
Sce chap. 7. chap. 9. p. 206. 


(1) Idem. 4 
And 
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And we fpake by revelation unto Moszs, faying, Go 
forth with my fervants out of Ecypr by night; and 
fmite the waters with thy rod, and make them a di 
path through the feat: be not apprehenfive of Pua- 
nAon’s overtaking thee; neither be thou afraid. And 
when Moses had done fo, Pxaraoun followed them 
with his forces; and the waters of the fea which over- 
whelmed them, overwhelmed them. And PHaraou 
caufed his people to err, neither did he dire& them 
aright. Thus, O children of Isrart, we delivered 
you from your enemy; and we appointed you the 
right fide of mount Stax to difcourfe with Moszs 
and to give him the law: and we caufed manna and 
quails to defcend upon you', faying, Eat of the good 
things which we have given you for food; and 
tran{grefs not therein*, left my indignation fall on 
you: and on whomfoever, my indignation {hall fall, 
he fhal] go down headlong into perdition, But I will 
be gracious unto him who fhall repent and believe, 
and fhall do: that which is right: and who fhall be 
rightly direted. What hath caufed thee to haften 
from thy people, O Moses, to receive the law”? 
He anfwered, Thefe follow clofe on my footfteps; but 
I have haftened unto thee, O Lorp, that thou 
mighteft be well pleafed with me. GOD faid, We 
have already made a trial of thy people, fince thy de- 
parture*; and av Sameri’ hath feduced them to 
idolatry. 


Crap. 20. 


* A dry path through the fea.]~The 
expofitors add, that the fea was di- 
vided into twelve feparate paths, one 
foreach tribe (1): a fable borrowed 
from the Jews (2). 

© See chap.2.p. 11. | 

® Tranfgrefs not therein.] By 
ingratitude, excels, or infolent beha~ 
viour. 

~ What hath caufed thee to haften 
from thy people, &c.]~For Mofes, it 
feems, outwent the feventy elders, 
who had been chofgn, in obedience 
to the divine command, to accom- 
pany hit to the mount (3), and ap- 

Vou. IL 


(1) Idem, Aso’: rep. in Hift. 


(3) See chap, 2. p. 11, chap. 7. P» 213, &c. 


peared before Gon while they were 
at fome, though no. great, diftance 
behind him, 

® Since thy departure. ]}-They con- 
tinued in the worfhip of the tue 
Goo for the, firft twenty days of 
Mofes’s abfente, which, by taking 
the nights alfo into their reckoning, 
they computed to be forty, and at 
their expiration concluded they had 
ftaid the full time which Mofes had 
commanded them, and fo fel! into the 
worfhip of the golden calf (4). 

y Al Sameri. |—This was not his 


xProrer name, but he had this ap- 


pellation 


2) V.R. Exizzxe, Pirke. c. 42. 
(4) Al Barpawi, 
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idolatry. Wherefore Moses returned unto his people* 
in great wrath, and exceedingly afflifted. And he 
faid, QO. my people, had not your Lory promifed 
you a mofl excellent promife*? Bid the time of my 
abfence feem long unto you? Or did ye defire that 
indignation from your Lorp fhould fall on you, and 
therefore failed to keep the promife which ye made 
me? They anfwered, We have not failed in what 
we promifed thee of our own authority ; but we were 
made to carry in feveral loads of gold and filver, of the 
ornaments of the people®, and we caft them into the 
fire; and in like manner av Samer alfo caftin what 
he had colleéted, and he produced unto them a cor- 
poreal calf*, which lowed. And at Sameni and his 


pellation becanfe he-was of a certain 
tribe among the Jews called the Sa 
maritans, (wherein the Mobamme- 
dans ftrangely betray their ignorance 
in hiftory ;) though fome fay he was 
a profelyte, but a hypocritical one, 
and originally of Kirman, or fome 
other country. His true name was 
Mofes, or Mata, Ebn Dhafar (1). 

Selden is of opinion that this perfon 
was no other than Aaron himfelt, 
(who was really the maker of the 
calf,)and that he is here called al Sa- 
meri, from the Hebrew verb fhamar, 
to keep (2); becaufe he was the 
Keeper or Guardian of the children 
of Hrael during his brother’s abfence 
inthe mount; which is a very inge- 
nious conjeAlure, not abfolutely in- 
confiftent with the text of the Koran, 
(though Mohammed feems to have 
miflaken al Sameri for the name of a 
different perfon) and offers a much 
more probable origin of that appella- 
tion, than toderive it, asthe Moham- 
medans do, from the Samaritans, who 
were not formed intaa people, nor 
bore that name till many ages after. 

* Mofes returned unto his people.} 
--viz. After he had completed his 
forty days flay in the mount, and had 
received the law (3). 


(1) Idem, 
Berpawt, {4) 


chap. 2. p. 10. not. *. 


{2) Ssuvun. de Diis Syris, Syat. 1.¢. 4. 


, * A. moft excellent promife.J— 
i, e. The law, containing a light and 
certain direflion to guide you in the 
Tight way. 

‘The orpaments of the people. J~ 
‘Thefe ornaments were rings, braces 
lets, and the like, which the Ifracl- 
ites’ had borrowed of the Egyptians, 
under pretence of decking themfelveg 
out for fome feaft, and had not 
returned to them ; or, as fome think, 
what they had &ripped from the dead 
bodies of the Egyptians, cafton thore 
by the fea: and al Sameri, conceiy- 
ing them unlawful to be kept, and 
the occafion of much wickednels, 
perfuaded Aaron to let him colle& 
them from the people; which being 
done, he threw them alt into the fire, 
to melt them down into one mal 


)s 
7 Tt is obfervable that the Moham- 
medans generally fuppofe the caft 
metal’s coming forth in the fhape of 
acalf, was befide the expe@tation of 
al Sameri, who had not made a 
mould of that figure; and that when 
Aaron excufes himfelf to his brother, 
in the pentateuch, he feems as if he 
would perfuade him it was an atci- 
dent Gh ; 

* See chap. 7. p. 242. note *, 


(3) Al 


Idem. V. D’Heruer. Bibl. Orient, p. 650. and Kor. 
(5) See Exod, xxxit, 24. 


- companions 
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companions faid, This is your god, and the god of 
Moses; but he hath forgotten him, and is gone to 
feek fome other. Did they not therefore fee that their 
idol returned them no anfwer, and was not able to 
caufe them either hurt or profit? And Aaron had 
faid unto them, O my people, verily ye are only 
proved by this calf; for your Lorn is the Mereiful : 
wherefore follow me, and obey my command. The: 

anfwered, We will by no means ceafe to be devoted 
to its worfhip, until Moses return unto us. And 
when Moses was returned, he faid, O Aaron, what 
hindered thee, when thou faweft that they went aftray, 
that thou didft not follow me‘? Haft thou there- 
fore been difobedient to my command ? AARon an- 
fwered, O fon of my mother, drag me not by my 
beard, nor by the hair of my head. Verily 1 feared 
left thou fhouldeft fay, Thou haft made a divifion 
among the children of Israet, and thou haft net ob- 
ferved my faying®. Moses faid unto av Samerty 
What was thy defign, O Samer? He anfwercd, I 
faw that which they faw not‘; wherefore I took a 
handful of duft from the footfteps of the meflenger of 
GOD, and I caft it into the molten calf; for fo did 
my mind dire&& me. Moses faid, Get thee gone ; 
for thy punifhment in this life fhall be, that thou fhalt 


4 That thou didft not follow me.J was amifs. 


—By thefe words Mofes reprehends 
Aaron for not feconding his zeal in 
taking arms againft the idolaters; 
or for not coming after him to the 
mountain, to acquaint him with their 
rebellion. 

* Left thou fhouldeft fay, Thou 
haft made a divifion among the chil- 
dren of Hrael, and haft not kept my 
saying. ]—Left if I had taken arms 
amaink the worfhippers of the calf, 
thou fhouldeft fay that I had raifed 
a fedition; or if I had gone after 
thee, thou fhouldeft blame me for 
abandoning my charge, and not 
waiting thy return to reétify what 


! T faw that which they faw not.] 
~Or, I knew that which they knew 
not; viz. That the meflenger fent 
to thee from Gon, was a pure fpi- 
rit, and that his footfteps gave life 
to whatever they touched ; being no 
other thanthe angel Gabriel, mount- 
ed on the howe of life: and there- 
fore I made ufe of the duft of his 
feet to animate the molten calf. It 
is faid, al SAmeri knew the angel, 
becaufe he had faved and taken care 
of him whena child and expofed by 
his mother for fear of Pharaoh (1). 

© See chap. 2. p. 10, mot, *. 


(1) AlBerpawt, Jarxaro’ppiay 
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fay unto thofe who fhall meet thee, Touch me not 3 
and a threat is denounced againft thee of more terrible 
pains, in the life to come, which thou fhalt by no means 
efcape. And bchold now thy god, to. whofe worfhip 
thou hait continued affiduoufly devoted : verily we 
will burn it'; and we will reduce it to powder, and 
fcatter it in the fea. Your Gon is the true Gon, be- 
fides whom there is no other god: he comprehendeth 
all things by his knowledge. ‘Thus do we recite unto 
thee, O Menamnen, relations of what hath paffed 
heretofore; and we have given thee an admonition from 
us. He who fhall turnafide from it, fhall furely carry 
a load of guilt on the day of refurreAion®, On that 
day the trumpet fhall be founded; and we will gather 
the wicked together on that. day, having grey eyes', 
They fhall fpeak with a low voice to one another, 
faying, Ye have not tarried™ above ten days. We 
well know what they will fay; when the moft con- 
Ipicuous among them for behaviour hall fay, Ye 
have not tarried above one day. They will afk thee 
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* Thou fhalt_ fay to thofe who 
fhall meet thee, Touche not. J~Left 
they infect thee with a burning fe- 
ver: for that was the confequence 
of any man’s touching him, and 
the fame happened to the perfons he 
touched ; for which reafon he was 
obliged to avoid all communication 
with others, and was alfo fhunned 
by them, wandering in the defert 
like a wild beaft (1), 

Hence it ts concluded that a tribe 
of Samaritan Jews, faid to inhabit 
a certain ifle in the red fea, are the 
defcendants of our al Sameri; be- 
canfe it is their peculiar mark of dil 
tinétion, at this day to ule the fame 
words, viz. La mefas, i. e, Touch 
me not, to thofe they meet (9). It 
is not improbable that this flory 
may owe its rife to the known ha- 
tred borne by the Samaritans to the 
Jews, and their fuperititious avoid- 


“1 Tidem. 


(2) V. Geogr. Nub. p. 45. 


(4) Al Baroawr, Jawuarr. in Lex, 


ing to have any commerce with 
them, or any other flrangers (3). 

i We will burn it.J—Or, as the 
word may alfo be tranflated, Wewill 
file it down ; but the other is the 
morc received interpretation. 

* See chap. 6. p. 159, 160. 

} Having grey eyes. |—For this, 
with the Arabs, is one mark of an enc 
my, oraperfon they abominate; to 
fay a man has a black liver, (thoughT 
think we exprefs our averfion by the 
term white livered,) reddifh whifk- 
ers, and grey eyes, being a periphra- 
fis fora for, and particularly Greek, 
which nation were the moft inveterate 
enemies of the Arabs, and have ufu- 
ally hair and eyes of thofe colours (4). 
The original word, however, fignte 
fies alfo thofe who are fquint-eyed, 
or even blind of a fuffufion. * 

™ Ye have not tarried.J—viz. In 
the world; or, in the grave, : 


(3) V- Seupsw.ubi fap, 


concerning 
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concerning the mountains: Anfwer, my Lorp will 
reduce them to duft, and featter them abroad*; and 
he will leave them a plain equally extended: thou’ 
fhalt fee no part of them higher or lower than another. 
On that day mankind {hall follow the angel who will 
call them to judgment, none fhall have power to turn 
afide from him; and their voices {hall be low before 
the Merciful, neither fhalt thou bear any more than the 
hollow found of their feet. On that day the intercef- 
fion of none fhall be of advantage unto another, except 
the interceffion of him to whom the Merciful fhall’ 
grant permiffion *, and who fhall be acceptable to him 
in what he faith. GOD knoweth that which is before 
them, and that which is behind them; but they com- 
prehend not the {ame by their knowledge : and their’ 
faces fhall be humbled * before the living, the felf-fub- 
fifting GOD; and he fhall be wretched who fhall 
bear his iniquity. But whofoever fhall do good 
works, being a true believer, fhall not fear any in- 
juftice, or any diminution of his reward from GOD. 
And thus have we fent down this book, being'a Koran: 
in the Arabic tongue; and we have inferted: various! 
threats and promiles therein, that men may fear GOD,! 
or that it may awaken fome confideration in them :! 
wherefore let Gop be highly exalted, the‘King, the! 
Truth! Be not over-haity in receiving or repeating the 
Konan, before the revelation thereof be completed 
unto thee’; and fay, Loxp, increafe my know- 
Icdge. We heretofore gave a command unto AbaAmM; 


K3 but 

* See the Prelim. Dife, fe@. IV. * Be not over-hafty in receiving of 
Pp. 108, 109, Tepeating the Koran, &c.]—Mohame 
° See ibid. p. 111. med is here corhmanded not to be im- 


® Except the interceffion of him.} patient atany delay in Gabriel’s bring- 
Or, Except unto him, &c. See ing the divine revelations, or not to 
chap. 19. p. 137. : repeat it too faft after the angel, fo as 

* Their faces fhall he humbled.] — to overtake hint before he had finithe 
—The original word properly ex- ed the paflage. But fome fuppofe 

reffes the humility and dejeéted the prohibition relates to the publifh- 
ook of captives in the prefence of ing any verfe before the fame was 
their conqueror, perfeétly explained to him (4). 





(3) Al Batpawr, Jarearo’ppiy, 
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but he forgot the fame‘, and ate of the forbidden fruit; 
and we found not in him a firm refolution. And re- 
member when we-faid unto the angels, Worfhip ye 
Apam,;, and they worfhipped him: but Esurs re- 
fufed'. And we faid; O Avam, verily this is an 
enemy unto thee, and thy wife: wherefore beware 
feft he turn you out of paradife; for then fhalt thou 
be miferable. Verily we have made a provifion for 
thee, that thou fthalt not hunger therein, neither fhalt 
thou, be naked; and there is alfo a provifion miade for 
thee, that thou fhajt net. thirft therein, neither fhalt 
thou be incommoded by heat. But Saran whif- 
pered evil fuggeftions unto him, faying, O Apa, 
thall I guide thec to the tree of eternity, and a king- 
dom which faileth not? And they both eat. thereof: 
and their-nakednefs appeared unto them; and they 
began to few together the leaves of paradife, to co- 
ver themfelves*. And thus Anam. became difobedi- 
ent unto his Lorp, and was feduced. - Afterwards 
his Lorn accepted him, on his repentaneey and was 
turned unto him, and direfed him. And GOD fad, 
Get ye down hence, all of you: the one of you fhall 
be an enemy unto the other. But hereafier fhall a di- 
reClion come unto you from me™: and whofoever 
thall follow my dire@ion, fhall not err, neither fhall 
he be unhappy; but wholoever fhall turn afide from 
my admonition, verily he fhall lead a miferable life, 
and we will caufe him to appear before us on the day 
of refurreétion, blind*. And-he fhall fay, O Lorn, 
Why haft thou brought me before thee blind, whercas 
before I faw clearly! GOD thall anfwer, Thus have 
we done, becaufe our figns came unto thee,.and thou 
didft forget them; and in the fame manner {halt thou 


* He forgot.]——Adam’s fo foon _perfon was the firft of men; alluding 
forgetting the divine command, has to the like found of the words. 
occafigned fome Arab etymologitts * See chap. 2. p. 7, &c. and chap. 
to derive the word Insan, i.e. man, 7. p. 187, &e: 
from nafiya, to forget; and has alfo * See chap. 7. p. 188, 189. 
given rife to the following prover-  » See chap. 2. p. 8. 
bial faying, Awwalo nafin awwa- * See the Prelim. Dife. fe@. IV. 
Jo'nnafi, that is, The fr forgetful p. 112, 

be 


Cuar. 20. AL 


KORAN. 


35a 


be forgotten this day. And thus will we reward him 
who fhall be negligent,.and fhall not believe in the 
figns of his Lon»: and the punifhment of the life to 
come fhall be more -fevere, and more lafting, than 
the punifhment of this life. -Are not the Meccans 
therefore acquainted how many. generations we have 
deftroyed before them; in whofe dwellings they 
walk’? Verily herein are figns unto thofe who are} 
endued with underftanding. And unlefs a decree had 
previoufly gone forth from thy Loxo for their refpite, 
verily their deftru€tion had neceffarily followed: but 
there is a certain time determined by GOD for their 


punifhment. 


Wherefore do thou, O MoHamMen, 


patiently bear that which they fay ; and celebrate the 
praife of thy Lorn before the rifing of the fun, and 
before the fetting thereof, and praife him in the hours 
of the night, and in the extremities of the day*; that 
thou mayeft be well-pleafed with the profpeét of re- 
ceiving favour from GOD. And caft not thine eyes on 
that which we have granted divers of the unbelievers 
to enjoy, namely, the fplendor of this prefent life’, 
that we may prove them thereby: for the provifion of 
thy Lorp® is better, and more permanent. Command 
thy family to obferve prayer ; and do thou perfevere 
therein. We require not of thee that thou labour to 
gain neceflary provifions for thyfelf and family : we will 
provide for thee; for the profpcrous iffue {hall attend 
on piety The unbelievers fay, Unlefs he come unto 


¥ In whofe dwellings they walk.} 
——Seeing the footfteps of their de- 
flru€tion ; as of the tribes of Ad and 
Thamid. 

2 The extremities of the day. J-i.e. 
Evening and morning ;_which times 
are repeated as the principal hours of 
prayer, But fome fuppole thefe words 
intend the prayer of noon ; the firft 
half of the day ending, and the fe- 
cond half beginning at that time (1). 

4 Caft not thine cyes on that which 
we have granted divers of them to 


(1) Tidem, 


(2) See chap. 15. p. 74. not. 7. 
K4 


enjoy, &c.]—That is, Do not envy 
or cavet their pomp and profperity 
in this world (3) 

> The provifion of thy Loxs.J— 
viz, The reward laid_up for thee in 
the nextlife : or the gift of prophecy, 
and the revelations with which Gow 
has favoured thee. 

© It is faid that when Mobam- 
med’s family were in-any firait or 
affiftion, he ufed to order them to 
go to prayers, and to repeat this 
verfe (3). 


(3) Al Bzripawte 
us 
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us with a fign from his Lorp, we will not believe on 
him. Hath not a plain declaration come unto them, 
of that which is contained in the former volumes of 
{cripture, by the revelation of the Koran? Ifwe had 
deftroyed them by a judgment before the fame had 
been revealed, they would have faid, at the refurreéti- 
on, O Lorp, how could we believe fince thou didft 
not fend unto us an apoftlc, that we might follow thy 
figns, before we were humbled and covered with 
fhame? Say, Each of us wait the iffue: wait there- 
fore; for ye fhall furely know hereafter who have 
been the followers of the even way, and who hath 
been rightly direéted. 


CHAP. XXI. 


Intitled, The Prophets’; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ue H E time of giving up their account draweth 
nigh unto the people of Mecca; while they 
are funk in negligence, turning afide from the confide- 
ration thereof, No admonition cometh unto them 
from their Lor, being lately revealed in the Koran, 
but when they hear it, they turn it to fport : their 
hearts are taken up with delights. And they who 
aét unjuttly difcourfe privately ‘together, faying, Is 
this MouwAmMeED any more than a man like your- 
{elves ? Will ye therefore come to hear a piece of 
forcery, whenye plainly perceive it to befo? Say, My 
Lorp knoweth whatever is fpoken in heaven and on 
earth: itis he who hearcth and knowcth. But they 
fay, The Konan is a confufed heap of dreams: nay, 
he hath forged it; nay, he is a poet: Ict him come 
unto us therefore with fome miracle, in like manner 
as the formcr prophets were fent. None of the cities 


* The chapter bears this title, feveral of the ancient prophets, are 
becaufe fome particulars relating to here recited, . 
which 
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which we have deftroyed, believed the miracles which 
they faw performed, before them: will thele therefore 
believe, if they fee a miracle? We fent none as our 
apoftles before thee, other than men, unto whom we 
revealed our will. Afk thofe who are acquainted 
with the {cripture, if ye know not this. We gave 
them not a body which could be fupported without 
their eating food; neither were they immortal. But 
we made good our promife unto them: wherefore 
we delivered them, and thofe whom we pleafed ; but 
we deltroyed the exorbitant tranfgreffors. Now have 
we fent down unto you, O Korersx, the book of 
the Koran; wherein there is honourable mention of 
you: will ye not therefore underftand? And how 
many cities have we overthrown, which were un- 
godly; and caufed other nations to rife up after 
them? And when they felt our fevere vengeance, be- 
hold, they fled fwiftly from thofe cities. And the an- | 
gels faid, {coffingly, unto them, Do not fly; but re- 
turn to that wherein ye delighted; and to your habi-~ 
tations: peradventure ye will be afked*| They an- 
fwered, Alas for us! verily we have been unjuft', 
And this their lamentation ceafed not, until we had 
rendered them like corn which is mowed down, and 
utterly extinét. We created not the heaven and the 
earth, and that which is between them, by way of 
fport*. If we had pleafed to take diverfion, verily 


© Peradventure ye will be afked.]~ 
i. e. Concerning the prefent pofture 
of affairs, by way of confultation ; 
or, that ye may be examined as to 
your deeds, that ye may receive the 
reward thervof (1). 

f They anfwered, Wountous, &c.] 
—Ir is related that a prophet was fent 
to the inhabitants of certain towns 
in Yaman, but inftead of hearken- 
ing to his remonftrances, they killed 
him: upon which Gon delivered 
them into the hands of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who put them to the fword; 


a voice at the fame time crying from. 
heaven, Vengeance for the blood of 
the prophets! Upon which they res 
pented, and ufed the words of this 
paflage. 

& We have not created the heavens 
and earth by wayof {port.]—But for 
the manifeftation of .our power and 
wifdom to people of underftanding, 
that they may ferionfly confider the 
wonders of the Creation, and direét 
theiraGionstotheattainment of future 
happinefs, negle&ting the vain pomp 
and ficeting pleafures of this werld. 


(1) Wem, Jatraro’pain, al Zamaxae 


we 
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we had taken it with that which befeemeth us*; if we 
had refolved to have done this. But we will oppofe 
truth to vanity, and it fhall confound the fame ; and 
behold, it {hall vanifh away. Wo be unto you, for 
that which ye impioufly utter concerning GOD! fince 
whoever is in heaven and on earth is fubje& unto 
him; and the angels who are in his prefence do not 
infolently difdain his fervice, neither are they tired 
therewith. They praife him night and day: they 
faint not. Have they taken gods from the earth ? 
Shall they raife the dead to life? If there were either 
in heaven or on earth gods befides Gop, verily both 
would be corrupted’, But far be that which they 
utter, from Gop, the Loxp of the throne! No ac- 
count fhall be demanded of him for what he fhall 
do; but an account fhall be demanded of them. 
Have they taken other gods befides him? Say, Pro- 
duce your proof thereof, This is the admonition of 
thofe who are contemporary with me, and the admo- 
nition of thofe who have been before me*: but 
the greater part of them know not the truth, and 
turn afide from the fame. We have fent no apoftle 
before thee, but we revealed unto him that there is 
no god befides myfelf: wherefore ferve me, They 
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fay, the Merciful hath beg 
are his daughters’. Gop 


® With that which befeemeth us.} 
—viz. We had fought our pleafure 
jn our own perfeétions; or, in the 
fpiritual beings which are in our im- 
anediate prefence ; and not in railing 
of material buildings with painte 
yoofs, and fine floors, which is the 
diverfion of man. 

Some think the original word, 
tranflated diverfion, fignifies in this 
place, a wife, or achild; and that 
the paffage is particularly levelled a- 
gaint the Chniftians (1). . 

+ Both would be corrupted. ]-That 
is, the whole creation would necef. 
farity fall into confufion and be 


0) Gi 


otten iffue ; and the angels 
forbid! They are his ho- 


overturned, by the competition of 
fuch mighty antagonifts. 

® This is the admonition of thofe 
whoare contemporary with me, and 
of thofe who have been before me. } 
—i.e. This is the conftant doftrine 
of all the facred books; riot only of 
the Koran, but of thofe which were 


revealed in former ages; all of them - 


bearing witnefs to the great and 
fundamental truth of the unity of 


ob. 
\ This poaes was revealed on 
account of the Khozdits, who held 
the angels to be the daughters of 


Gon. 


idem. 
noured 
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noured fervants: they prevent him not in any thing 
which they fay™; and they exccute his command, 
He knoweth that which is before them, and that 
which is behind them: they hall not intercede for 
any, except for whom it fhall pleafe him; and they 
tremble for fear of him. Whoever of them fhall 
fay, 1am a god befides him; that angel will we re- 
ward with hell: for fo will we reward the unjuft. Do 
not the unbelievers therefore know, that tke heavens 
and the earth were folid, and we clave the fame in 
funder*; and made every living thing of water? 
‘Will they not therefore believe? And we placed flable 
mountains on the earth, left it fhould move with 
them®; and we made broad paffages between them 
for paths, that they might be dirctted in their jour- 
nies: and we made the heaven a roof well fupported. 
Yet they turn afide from the fides thereof, not confi- 
dering that they are the workmanfhip of GOD. Itis 
he who hath created the night, and the day, and the 
‘fyn, and the moon; all the celeftial bodies move {wift- 
ly, each in its refpe€tive orb. We have not granted 
unto any man before thee, eternal permanency in this 
world; if thou die therefore, will they be immortal ®? 
Every foul fhall tafte of death: and we will prove 
you with evil, and with good, for a trial of you; and 
unto us fhall ye return. When the unbelievers fee 
thee, they receive thee only with {cofling, faying, Is 
this he who mentioneth your gods with contempt? 


Or, as fome chufe to tranflate the 
words, The heavens and the earth 
were fhut up, and we opened the 


= They prevent him not in any 
thing which they fay.]—i, ¢. They 


refume not to fay any thing, until 
he hath {poken it; behaving as fer- 
vants who know their duty. 

*® The heavens and the earth were 
folid, and we clave the fame in fun- 
der. ]—That is, They were one con- 
tinued mafs of maiter, till we fe- 

arated them, and divided the heaven 
jnto feven heavens, and the earth into 
as many ftories; and diflinguifhed 
« the various orbs of the one, and the 
different climates of the other, &c. 


fame; their meaning being, that the 
heavens did not rain, nor the earth 
produce vegetables, till Gop intere 
pofed his power (1). 

© Sce chap. 16. p. %, 7 

? If thou die therefore, will they 
be immortal ?]—This paffage was re- 
vealed when the infidels faid, We 
expe&t to fee Mohammed die, like 
the reft of mankind. 


(1) Al Barwawi, Janvaso’ppin. 


Yet 
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Yet themfelves believe not what is mentioned to them 
of the Merciful*. Man is created of precipitation’. 
Hereafter will I fhew you my figns, fo that ye fhall 
not wifh them to be haftened. They fay, When will 
this threat be accomplilhed, if ye fpeak truth? If they 
who belicve not, knew that the time will furely come, 
when they fhall not be able to drive back the fire of 
hell from’ their faces, nor from their backs, neither 
fhall they be helped, they would not haiten it. But 
the day of vengeance fhall come upon them fuddenly, 
and fhall ftrike them with aftonifhment : they fhall not 
be able to avert it; neither fhall they be refpited. 
Other apoftles have been mocked before thee: but the 
punifhment which they fcoffed at, fell upon fuch of 
them as mocked. Say unto the fcoffers, Who fhall 
fave you by night and by day from the Merciful? 
Yet they utterly negle€& the remembrance of their 
Lorp. Have they gods who will defend them, befides 
us? They are not able to help themfelves; neither 
fhall they be affifted againft us iy their companions. 
But we have permitted thefe men and their fathers to 
enjoy worldly profperity, fo long as life was continued 
unto them. Do they not perceive that we come unto 
the Jand of the unbelievers, and ftraiten the borders 
thereof? Shall they therefore be the conquerors ? 
Say, I only preach unto you the revelation of GOD: 
but the deaf will not hear thy call, whenever they are 
preached unto. Yet if the leaft breath of the punifh- 
ment of thy Lop touch them, they will furely fay, 
Alas for us! verily we have been unjuft. We will 
appoint juft balances for the day of refurre@tion ; nei- 
ther fhall any foul be injured at all: although the 
merit or guilt-of an action be of the weight of a grain 


« Yet they believe not what is 
mentioned to they. of the Merciful.] 
-——Denying hissnity; or rejecting 
his apoftles and the feriptures which 
- were given for their inflruction, and 
particularly the Koran, 

* Man iscreated of precipitation. } 





fu) See chap, 17. p.g7, &e. - 


—Being hafty and inconfiderate (1). 
It is faid this paffage was revealed 
on account of al Nodar Ebn al Ha- 
reth, when he defired Mohammed 
to baften the divine vengeance with 
which he threatencd the wnbe= 
lievers (2). 


(2} AlBsipawr 
of 
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of muftard-feed only, we will produce it publicly; and 
there will be fufficient accomptants with us. We for. 
merly gave unto Moses and AARON the Law, being 
a diftinétion® between good and evil, and a light and 
admonition unto the Yous, Who Kat HAL LOW I 
fecret, and who dread the hour of Judgment. And 
this book alfo is a bleffed admonition; which we have 
fent down from heaven : will ye therefore deny it? 
and we gave unto Asranaw his dire&tion* hereto. 
fore, and we knew him to be worthy of the revelations 
‘wherewith he was favoured. Remember when he {aid 
unto his father, and his people, What are thefe 
images to which ye are {o entirely devoted »? They 
anfwered, We found our fathers worfhipping them. 
He faid, Verily both ye and your fathers have becn 
in a manifett error, They faid, Doft thou ferioufly 
tell us the truth, or art thou one who jeftet with 
us? He replied, Verily your Lorn is the Lorp 
of the heavens: and the earth; it is he who hath 
created them: and I am one of thofe who bear 
witnefs thereof, By Gon, I will furely devife a 
plot againt your idols, after ye fhall have retired 
from them, and fhall have turned your backs. And 
in the people's abfence he went into the temple where 
the idols ftood, and he brake them all in pieces, ex- 
cept the biggeft of them; that they might lay the 
blame upon that". And when they were returned, and 
faw 

* The difinQion,]—Arab. al For- the temple: and when he had ac- 
kin. See the Prelim. Dife, (ee.IIL. complied hic defign, thar he might 
P- the more evidently convince them 


on, 
“His ditedtion.J—viz. ‘The ten of their foliy in worlhipping thems 
books of divine revelations which he hung the ax with which he had 





were given him (1), hewn and broken down the images, 
* See chap. 6. p, 169, 170, &e. on the neck of the chief idol, named 
chap. 19. p. 133. and chap. 2. 8. by fome writers, Baal; as if he had 
* And he brake them all in p been the author of alt the mil 
except the biggeft of them, &e.j-- chic {2}, For this Rory, which, 


Abraham took his Opportunity to do tho? it be falfe, is not ill invented, 

‘this while the Chaldeans were abroad Mohammed fhands indebted to the 
in the fields, celebrating a great fei- Jews; who cell it with a litle vari. 

val; and fome fay he hid himfelf in ation: for they fay Abraham pers 

formed 


(1) See the Prelim. Dite, fe 
acaptn, & OV, 





a. IV. p. fs} Al Berpawy, Jacra- 


P- 97, 
V. Eras. dz Rel. vet. Perf, Cg. 
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faw the havock which they had made, they faid, . 
Who hath done this to our gods? He is cer- 
tainly an impious perfon. And certain of thent 
anfwered, We heard a young man fpeak reproach- 
fully of them: he is named Asxanam. They faid, 
Bring him therefore before the eyes of the people, . 
that they may bear witnefs againft him. And when 
he was brought before the affembly, they faid unto 
him, Haft thou done this unto our gods, O Azra- 
nam? He anfwered, Nay, that biggedt of them hath 
done it: but afk them, if they can fpeak. And they 
returned unto themfelves*, and faid the one to the 
other, Verily ye are the impious perfons. Afterwards 
they relapfed into their former obftinacy*, and faid, 
Verily thou knoweft that thefe fpeak not. AsRaHam 
an{wered, Do ye therefore worbhip, befides Gon, that 
which cannot profit you at all, neither can it hurt 
ou? Fie on you; and upon that which ye worfhip 
efides Goo! Do ye not underftand? They faid, 
Burn him, and avenge your gods: if ye do this, it 
will be well And when Asxanam was caft into the 


formed this exploit inhis father’sfhop, 
during his ablence ; that Terah, on 
his return, demanding the occafion 
of the diforder, his foa toid him that 
the idols had quarrelled and fallen 
together by the ears ebout an offer- 
ing of fine flower, which had been 
brought them by an old woman; and 
that the father, finding he could not 
inGft on the impoffibility of what 
Abraham pretended, withuut con- 
fefling the impotence of his gods, fell 
into a violent paffion, and carried 
bim to Nimrod ¢hat he might be 
exemplarily pumifhed for his info- 
lence (1). 

* They returned unto themfelves.] 


—That is, they became fenfble of 
their folly, 

7 “A fierwands they relapfad into their 
former obflinacy. j—Literally, They 
were tarned dowa upon their heads, 

* They faid; Bum him, &c.J~-Per= 
ceiving they could not prevailagainft 
Abraham by dint of argument, fays 
al Beidawi, they had recourfe to per- 
fecution and torments, The fame 
commentator tells us the perfon 
who gave this counfel, was a Perfian 
Curd (2), named Heyyun, and thatthe 
earth opened and fwallowed him up 
alive: fome, however, fay it was 
Andefban, a Magian prieft (3); and 
others shat it was Nimrod himfelf. 


(1) R. Gena. in Shalhel. hakkab. p.8. V. Marston. Yad. hazzakay. 


e. 1. de idol. 


P- t1g. 


0 (2) V. D’Heenex. Bibl. Orient. Art. Dhokak. & Senvi~ 
rsws, Indic, Geogr. in vit. Saladini, voce Curdi. 


(3} V. D’Huxsax. 


pile, 
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pile, we faid, O fire, be thou, cold, and a prefer- 


vation unto ABRAHAM’ 


fufferers », 


* We faid, O fire, be thou cold, 
&c.J——The commentators relate 
that, by Nimrod’s order, a large {pace 
was enclofed ,at Cutha, and filled 
with a vaft quantity of wood, which 

', being fet on fire, burned fo hercely, 
that none dared to venture near it: 
then they bound Abraham, and put- 
ting him intoan engine, (which fome 
Suppofe to bave been of the devil's 
invention, ) fhot him into the midft of 
the fire, from which he was pre. 
ferved by the angel Gabriel, who was 
fent to his affitance ; the fire burning 
only the cords with which he was 
bound (1). They add, that the fire 
having mivaculoufly loft its heat, in 
refpect to Abraham, became an odo- 
riferous air, and that the pile changed 
to a pleafant_ meadow ; though it 
raged fo furioufly otherwife, that, ace 
cording to fome writers, about two 
thoufand of the idolaters were con. 
fumed by it (2). 

This tlory feems to have had no 

ether foundation than that paffage 
of Mofes, where Gon is faid to have 
brought Abraham out of Ur of the 

Chatdees (3), mifunderflood: which 

words the Jews, the mot trifling 
interpreters of {criprure, and fome 
moderns who have followed them, 
have tranflated, out of the fire of the 
Chaldees ; taking the word Ur, not 
for the proper name of a city, as it 
really is, but for an appellative fige 
nifying fire (4). However, it isa 
fable of fome antiquity, and credited, 
not only by the Jews, but by feveral 


(1) Al Baroaws, Jatraro’norns &e, 
expl.v.t.chap.4, (2) The Mf Gofpel of Barnabas, ch. 28, 
& Hierofal. in Genef. c. at, & 15. & 


KY. J. (4) V. Targ. Jowarn. 
Hyoe, de Rel, vet. Perf. p. 74, &c. 
Erez. Pirke, 


Brisawi. 


And they 
plot againft him: but we caufed 
And we delivered him and Lor, 


c. 26. &c. V. Mara. More Ni 
Talmud. in Gemar. Bava bathra, ote a. 
(19) See chap. ib. p. 78. 


fought to lay a 
them to be the 


by 
bringing 


of the eaflern Chriffians 3_the twen- 
ty-fifth of the fecond Canin, or 
January, being fet apart in’ the 
Syrian calendar, for the commemo- 
ration of Abraham's being caft inte 
the fire (5). 

The Jews alfo mention fome other 
perfecutions which Abraham undere 
Went on account of his religion, pare 
ticularly 4 ten years imprifonment 
(6): fome faving he was Imprifoned 
by Nimrod (7); and others, by his 
father Terah (8). 

* We caufed them to be the lo- 
fers.]—Some tell us that Nimrod, on 
fecing this miraculous deliverance 
from his palace, cried out, that he 
would make an offering to the Gon 
of Abraham ; and that he accordingly 
facrificed four thoufand kine (9). 
But, if he ever relented, he foon re- 
lapfed into his former infidelity; for 
he built a tower thar he might afcend 
to heaven to fee Abraham’s Gon; 
which being overthrown (io), Aik 
perfifting in his defign, he would be 
carried to heaven in a cheft borne by 
four monftrous birds; but after wan- 
dering for fome time through the air, 
he fell down on a mountain with 
fuch a force, that he made it thake, 
whereto, (as fome fancy) a paflage 
in the Koran (11) alludes, which 
may be tranflated, although their 
contrivances be fuch, as to make the 
mountains tremble, 

Nimrod, difappointed in his de- 
fign of making” war with Goo, 
turned his arms againft Abraham, 

who, 


V.. Moacan’s Mahometifm 
(3), Genef. 


(5) V. Hyves ibid. p. 73. (0) R. 
>) evel: 3. c ae aim Gloffa 
(8) In Aggada. (9) Al 

(21) Chap. 13. p. 68.” 
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bringing them into the Jand wherein we have bleffed 


all creatures °. 
Jacos, as an additional 
them righteous perfons. 
of religion", that they 


‘And we beftowed on him Isaac, and 
gift: and we made all of 
We alfo made them models 
might dire&t others by our 


command: and we infpired into them the doing of 
good works, and the obfervance of prayer, and the 


giving of 
we 


alms; and they ferved us. 
gave wifdom and knowledge, and we delivered 


And unto Lor 


him out of the city which committed filthy crimes ; 


for they were a wicked and infolent people*: 
for he was an upright per- 
And remember Noan, when he called for de- 


led him into our mercy ; 
fon. 


and we 


ftru€tion on his people’, before the prophets above- 


mentioned ; 
his family from a 


and we heard him, and delivered him and 
great ftrait: and we protefted him 


from the people who accufed our figns of falfehood ; 
for they were a wicked people, wherefore we drowned 


them all. 


And remember Davin, 


and SoLomon, 


when they pronounced judgment concerning a field,’ 
when the fheep of certain people had fed therein by 


night, having no fhepherd ; 
and we gave the underftanding 
And on all of them we be- 


of their judgment : 
thereof unto SoLomon®. 


who, being a great prince, raifed 
forces to defend himfelf; but Goo, 
dividing Nimrod’s fubjeéts, and con- 
founding their language, deprived 
him of the greater part of his peo- 
ple, and plagued thole who adhered 
Fe him by warms of gnats, which 
deftroyed almof all of them: and 
one of thofe gnats having entered 
into the noftril, or ear, of Nimrod, 
penetrated to one of the membranes 
of his brain, where, growing bigger 
every day, it gave bin fuch into- 
Terable pain, that he was obliged 
to canfe his head to be beaten with 
a mallet, in order to procure fome 
cafe, which torture he faltered four 
hundred years; Gov being willing 















(y V. D'Herert, Bibl, Orient. 
(2 


V,Hrog, ibid. p. 73 


and we were witneffes 


{towed 


to punifh, by one of the finalleft of 
his creatures, him who infolently 
boafted himfelf to be lord of all (1). 
A Syrian calendar places the death of 
Nimrod, as if the time were well 
known, on the eighth of Thamaz, 
or July (2). 

©The land wherein we have blef 
ed all creatures. ]—i. e. Patefline ; in 
which country the greater part of the- 
prophets appeared. 

4 Sce chap. 2. p. 24. 

© Sce chap. 7. _p. 199, 200, and 
chap. 11. p.27, 98. 

€ See chap. 8. p. 233+ mot. 

s When they pronounced judg-- 
ment concerning a field, &c.J~Some 
fheep, in their fhepherd’s abfence, — 

having 


Art. Nemrod. Hyes, ubi fapra. 





Cuar, 21. At KORAN. 261 


flowed wifdom and knowledge. And we compelled 
the mountains to praife us with Davin ; and the 
birds alfo": and we did this. And we taught him 
the art of making coats of mait for you‘, that they 
may defend you in your wars: will ye therefore be 
thankful? And unto Sotomon we fubjeéted a ftrong 
wind; it ran at his command to the land whereon 
we had beftowed our bleffing': and we knew all 
things. Andwe alfo fubje€ed unto his command divers 
of the devils, who might dive to get pearls for him, 


and perform other work belides this"; 


having broken into another man’s 
field (or vineyard, fay others,) b 
night, and eat up the corn, a dif- 
ute arofe thereupon ; and the caufe 
eing brought before David and So- 
lomon, the former faid, that the 
owner of the land fhould take the 
fheep, in compenfation of the da- 
mage which he had fuftained; but So- 
Jomon, who was then but eleven years 
old, was of opinion that it would be 
more _juft for the owner of the field 
to take only the profit of the hep, 
viz. their milk, lambs, and wool, 
till the fhepherd fhould, by his own 
labour, and at his own expence, put 
the field into as geod condition as 
when the fheep entered it; after 
which the fheep might he returned 
to their mafter. And this judgment 
of Solomon was approved by Da- 
vid himfelf as better than his own 


+ We compelled the mountains to 
praife us with David, and the birds 
alfo.]—Mohammed, it feems, taking 
the vifions of the Talmudifts for 
truth, believed that when David 
was fatigued with ‘finging pfalms, 
the mountains, birds, and other 
parts of the creation, both animate 
and inanimate, relieved him in 
chanting the divine praifes. This 
conlequence the Jews draw from 


(1) Al Berpawt, Jazearo’pprn, &eo 
_ (3) Tarikh Moutakkab, V. D'Hexsec. p. 284. 


Vou. I 


and we 


the words of the pfalmift, when he 
calls on the feveral parts of nature 
to join with him in celebrating. the 
praife of Gop (2); it being their 
perverfe cuflom to expound paffa- 
ges in the moft literal manner, 
which cannot bear a literal fenfe 
without a manifeft abfurdity ; and, 
on the contrary, to turn the plaine! 
paflages into allegorical fancies, 

he art of making coats of mail. 
—Men, before his inventing them 
ufing to arm themfelves with broa 
plates of metal. Left this fable 

Id wantefomething of the mar- 
yellous, one writer tells us, that the 
iron which David ufed, became foft 
in his hands like wax (3). 

* A ftrong wind.]—Which tran- 
{ported his throne with prodigious 
{wiftnefs. Some fay, this wind was 
violent or gentle, juft as Solomon 
pleafed (4). 

‘To the land whereon we had be- 
fowed ourbleffin ove Paleftine 3 
whither the wind brought back Soe 
omon’s throne in the evening, after 
having carried it toa diftant country 
in the morning. 

™ And perform other work. ]Such 
as the building* of cities and pa- 
laces, the fetching of rare pieces of 
ot from foreign countries, and the 
like, 


(2) See Pfalm exlviii. 
(4) See chap. 27, | 


L watched 
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watched over them", 
he cried unto his Loan, 


And remember Jos° 
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; when 


faying, Verily evil hath 


afflifed me: but thou art the mof merciful of 
thofe who fhew mercy. Wherefore we heard him, 


and relieved him from the 


cvil which was ypon him : 


and we reftored unto him his family, and as many 
more with them, through our meycy, and for an ad- 


monition unto thofe who ferve G 
AsMazx, and Epris*, and Duu’:xxrn’% 


® And we watched over them. Jos 

“Left they fhould fw from his 

orders, or do nufel 5 "” 
i Jaila 


ad finifh- 














en they h 


ed anj piece of but il 
ed any piece of building, they pull- 
ed it down before night, if they 


were not employed in fomething 
new. 

° The Mohammedan writers tell 
us, that Job was of the race of Efau, 
and was bleffed with a numerous 
family, and abundant riches; but 
that Gop proved him, by taking 
away all that he had, even his 
children, who were killed by the 
fall of a houfe; novi. banding 
which he continued to ferve Goo, 
and to return him thanks, a 
that he was then flruck with a filthy 
difeafe, his body being full of 
worms, and fo offenfive, that as he 
Jay onthe dunghill none could bear 
to come near hima: that his wife, 
however, {whom fome call Rahmat 
the daughter of Ephraim the fon of 
Jofeph, and others Makhir the 
daughter of Manaffes) attended him 
with great paticney, fupporting him 
with what ihe carned by her labour ; 
but that the devil apvearing to her 
one day, after having seminded 
her of her paft profperity, promifed 
her that if the would worthip him, 
he would reflore all they had lof; 
wherenpon fic akked ber hufband’s 
content, who was fo angry at the 
propofal, thar ; F he re- 
covered, to give his wife an hun- 





























(1) Al Berpawy, Jarearo’oore 


Bibl, vient, Art, Atoud, 


(2) Jarravo’puin. 


J. And remember 
All thefe 
were 


dred ftripes: that Job having pro- 
nounced the prayer recorded m this 
pallage, Gow fent Gabriel, who tak- 
him by the band, raifed him 
up 5 andat the fame time a fountain 
{prang up at his feet, of which hav- 
ing drank, the worms fell off his 
body, and wathing therein, he re~ 
covered his former health and beau- 
ty: that Goo then reftored all to 
him double; his wife alfo becoming 
young and handfome again, # an 
bearing him twenty-fix Bast and 
that Job, to fatisfy his oath, was 
dircéied by Gop to firike her one 
blow with a palm branch having a 
hundred leaves (1). Some, to ex- 
refs the great riches which were 
Followed on Job after his fufferings, 
fay he had two threfhing-floors, 
one for wheat, and the other for 
barley, and that Gop fent two 
clouds which rained gold on the 
one, and filver on the other, till 
they ran over (2). The trad aS 
differ as to the continuance of Fob’s 
calamities ; one will have it to be 
eighteen years, another thirteen, 
another three, and another exaétly 
feven years feven months and feven 
hours. h 

® See chap. 19, p. 194. 

4 Dhubkefl. Whe this prophet 
was is very uncertain. One com- 
mentator will have him to be Elias, 
or Jolhua, or Zacharias (3); ano- 
ther fuppofes him to have been the 
fon of Job, and to have dwelt in 
Syria; to which fome add, that he 

was 

















, Anv’nrrpa, &c. Sce Dilerser. 
(3) Al Bearpaw: 
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were patient perfons : wherefore we led them into our 
mercy ; for they were righteous doers. And remember 
Duu’Lnux’, when he departed in wrath‘, and thought 
that we could not exercife our power over him. 
And he cried out in the darknefs', faying, There is 
no Gop, befides thee: praife be unto thee! Verily 
T have been one of the unjuft. Wherefore we heard 
him, and delivered him from affliction": fo we de. 
liver the true believers. And remember Zacuartasy. 
when he called upon his Loxp, faying, O Lorn, 
leave me not childiefs: yet thou art the beft heir, 


Cuar. 2%. 


Wherefore we heard him, and we gave him Joun;: 


and we rendered his wife fit for bearing a child unto . 


him. Thefe ftrove to excel in good works, and 
called upon us with love, and with fear; and hum- 
bled themfelves before us. And remember her who 
preferved her virginity“, and into whom we breathed 
of our fpirit; ordaining her and her fon for a fign 
unto all creatures. Verily this your religion is one 
religion *, and I am your Loxp; wherefore ferve 
me. But the Jews and Chriftians have made {chifms 
inthe affair of their religion among themfelves: but 
all of them fhall appear before us. Whofoever fhall 


~ 


was firft a very wicked man, but 
afterwards repeating, died ; upon 
which thefe words appeared mira- 
culoufly written over his door, Now 
hath Goo been merciful to Dhwl- 
kefl (4): and a rhird tells us he 
was a perfon of great friGncls of 
life, aud one who ufed to decide 
caufes to the fatisfa€tion of all par- 
ties, becaufe he was never in a paf- 
fion; and that he was catled Dhu’l- 
kefl from his continual fafting, and 
other religious exercifes (2). 

© Dhu’lnin.]~—This ts the fur- 
name of Jonas; which was given 
him becaufe he was {wallowed bythe 
fifh. See chap. 10. p. t3- 

* When he departed in wrath. J— 
Some {uppofe Janas’s anger was 
againft the Ninevites, being sred 
with preaching to them for fo long 


{1} Asu’ss, 


(2) Jan varo’pDINne 


Le 


atime, and greatly difgufted at their 
obftinacy and ill ufage of him; 
but others, more agrecably to {crip- 
ture, fay, the reafon of his ill hu- 
mour was Gon’s pardoning of that 
people on their repentance, and 
averting the judgment which Jonas 
had threatened them with, fo that 
he thought he had been made a 
Kiar (3). 

* In the darknefs. ]—-—i. e. out of 
the belly of the fifh, 

* See chap. $7. 

» Her who preferved her virgin 
ty.]—Namely, the virgin Mary. 

* This your religion is one religi- 
on. ]——Being the fame which was 
profeffed by al} the prophets, and 
holy men and women, without any 
fundamental difference or variation. 


(3) Al Bezpawr. 
do 
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do good works, being a true believer, there fhall be 
no denial of the reward due to his endeavours ; and 
we wilk furely write it down unto him. An inviola- 
ble prohibition is Jaid on every city which we fhall 
have deflroyed; for that they fhall not return any 
more into. the world ; until Goc and Macoc fhall 
have a paflage opened for them*, and they fhall 
haften from every high hill’; and the certain pro- 
inife fhall draw near to be fulfilled: and behold, the 
eyes of the infidels fhall be fixed with aftonifhment, 
and they fhall fay, Alas for us! we were formerly re- 
gardlels of this day; yca, we were wicked doers. 
Verily both ye, O men of Mecca, and the idols 
which ye worihip befides Gon, fhall be caft as fuel 
into hellfire: ye fhall go down into the fame. If 
thefe were really gods, they would not go down into 
the fame: and all of them fhall remain’ therein for 
ever. In that place fhall they groan for anguifh : 
and they fhall not hear aught therein. As for thofe 
unto whom the moft excellent reward of paradife hath 
been predefinated by us, they fhall be tranfported 
far of from the fame *; they fhall not hear the leaft 
found thereof: and they fhall continuc for ever in 
the felicity which their fouls defire, The greateft 


y Until Gog and Magog fhall 
have a paffage opened for them. j— 
i. c. Until the relurre@ion; one 
figu of the approach whereof will 
be the cruption of thofe barbari- 
ans (1). 

* They fhallhaflen from every high 

iH. J—In this pallage fome copies, 
infead of hadabin, i. & 
part of the carth, I 
which fignifies a grave; a 
follow the latter re ading, th 
they, muff not refer to G. 
gog, butto mankind to 

* They dhall not bear aught there- 
in. }—Becaule of their aflonifhment 
and the inlupportable torments they 
fhall endure ; or, as others expound 
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the words, They thal] not hear there- 
in any thing which may give them 
the Jeait comfort. 

® As for thofe unto whom paradife 
hath been predeftinaied, &c. f--One 
Ebn al Zabari objected to the pre- 
ceding words. | Both ye and that 
which ye worfhip befides Gon, fhall 
be caft into hell, hecaufe, being ge- 
neral, they alferted an abfolute 
falfehood ; fome of the objcéts of 
idolatrous wor fhip being fo far from 
nger of damnation, that they 
were in the higbeR favour with 
Goo, as Jesus, Ezra, and the 
angels: wherefore this pallage was 
revealed, excepting thofe who were 
predeltinated to falvation (2), 





(2) AlBeswawr, Jars 


terror 
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terror fhall not trouble them; and the angels fhalt -- 
meet them to congratulate them, faying, This is your 
day which ye were promiled. On that day we will roll 
up the heavens, as the angel av Srytx° rolleth up the 
book wherein every man’s aftions are recorded. As 
we made thé firft creature out of nothing, fo we will 
alfo re-produce it at the refurreétion. This is a pro- 
mife which it lieth on us to fulfil: we will furely per- 
form it. And now have we written in the pfalms, after 
the promulgation of the law, that my fervants the righ- 
teous fhall inherit the carth*, Verily in this book are , 
contained fufficient means of falvation, unto people who ! 
ferve GOD. We have not fent thee, O MonammMen,~ 
but as a mercy unto all creatures, Say, No other’ 
hath been revealed unto me, than that your Gop is! 
one Gop: will ye therefore be refigned unto him? } 
But if they turn their backs to the confeffion of GOD's’ 
unity, fay, I proclaim war againft you all equally *:. 
but I_ know not whether that which ye are threatened: 
with’ be nigh, or whether it be far diftant. Verily ; 
GOD knoweth the difcourfe which is fpoken in pub-! 
lic ; and he alfo knoweth that which ye hold in private. 
I know not but peradventure the refpite granted you is 
for a trial of you; and that ye may cnjoy the prof-, 
perity of this world for a time. Say, Lorn, judge 
between me and my adverfaries with truth. Our Lorp | 
is the Merciful; whofe affiftance is to bc implored ° 
againft the blafphemies and calumnies which ye utter. 


WHAP. Qh. AL 165 





© The angel al Sijil.}~Whole of- 
fice it is to write dawn the aétions of 
every man’s life, which, at his death, 
he rolls up, as completed. Some 
pretend one of Mohammed’s fcribes 
is here meant: and others take the 
word Sijil, or, as it isalfo written, 
Sijjill, for an appellative, fignifving 
a book or written feroll; and ac- 
cordingly render the paifage, as a 
written {croll is rolled up (1). 


* Thefe words are taken from 
Pfalm 7. v, a9. 

© I proclaim war againft you, &c.] 
—Or Ihavespublicly declared unto 
you what I was commanded. 

€ That which ye are threatened 
with. ]—viz. The loffes and difgraces 
which ye hall fuffer by the future 
fucc-ffes of the Moflems ; or, the day 
of judgment, 


{1) Idem, &c, 


L3 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIL 


Intitled, The Pilgrimage®; revealed at Mecca’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Men of Mecca, fear your Lorn. Verily the 

fhock of the laft-hour! will be a terrible thing. 
On the day whereon ye fhall fee it, every woman 
who giveth fuck fhall forget the infant which fhe 
fuckleth*; and every femaic that is with young fhall 
caft her burden; and thou fhalt fee men feemingly. 
drunk, yet they fhall not be really drunk: but the 
punifhment of Gov will be fevere. There is a man 
who’ difputeth concerning Gon without knowledge’, 
and followcth every rebellious devil; againft whom 
it is written, that whoever fhall take him for his 
patron, he fhall furely feduce him, and fhall Jead 
him into. the torment of hell. .O men, if ye be 
in doubt concerning the refurre@tion, confider that 
we firft creatcd you of the duft of the ground; 
afterwards, of feed; afterwards, of a little coagu- 
tated blood"; afterwards, of a piece of fleth, 
perfectly formed in part, and in part imperfeéily 
formed; that we might make our power- manifelt 
unto you: and we caufe that which we pleafe to reft 


# Some ceremonies ufed at the pil- 
grin of ML being mentioned in 
ve occafion to the in 






® Some (1) except two verfes, be- 
ginning at thefe words, There are 
fone men who tcrve Gao in a wa- 
crsirg manner, &c. And others (2} 
fiz verfes, beginning at, Thefe are 
two oppofite parties, &e. 

i Vhe fliock of the laff bode Ory 
the earthquake which, fome fay, is 
so happena liule before the fua nifes 











“t) JanLazo'porx. 
ite. eet IV, p, 105, Ke. 


(2) ALBsrpaw:. 
(4) Al Batoawi, 


from the weft; one fign of the near ap» 
proach of the day of judgment.(g}. 

* See the Prelim, Dife. feét. IV. 
p- 269. 

' There is aman who difputeth con- 
ecrning Gon, &c.]-This paffage was 
revealed on account of al Nodar Ebn 
al Hareth, who maintained that the 
angels were the daughters of Gon, 
that the Koran was a fardel of old 
fables, and denied the refurrcQion 


4). 
™ See chap. 96. 
(3) See the Prelim. 


in 
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in the wombs, until the appointed’ time of delivery. 
Then we bring you forth infants; and afterwards 
we permit you to attain your age of full ftrength : 
and one of you dieth in his youth, and another of 
you is poftponed to decrepit age, fo that he forget- 


teth whatever he knew. 


Thou feeft the earth fome- 


times dried up and barren: but when we fend down 
rain thereon, it is put in motion, and fwelleth, and/ 
produceth ‘every kind of luxuriant vegetables. This 
fheweth that Goo ts the truth, and that he raifeth 
the dead to life, and that he is almighty; and that 
the hour of judgment will furely come, (there is no 
doubt thereof, and that Gon will raife again thofe 


who are in the graves. 


There is a man who dif-| 


puteth concerning Gop without either knowledge, | 
or a direétion, or an enlightening book *, pigully 
turning his fide, that he may feduce men from the . 
way of Gop. ‘Ignominy fhall attend him in this ' 
world ; and on the day of refurrcétion we will make - 
him tafte the torment of burning, when it fhall be faid 
unto him, This thou fuffereft becaufe of that which 
thy hands have formerly committed; for Gop is not 


unjuft towards mankind. 


There are fome men who 


ferve Gop ina wavering manner, ftanding, as it were, 


on the verge? of the true 


» There is a man who difputeth 
concerning Gon, &e.J—The perfon 
here meant, it is faid, was Abu {atl 
{1), a principal man among the Ko- 
reilh, and a moft inveterate enemy of 
Mohammed and his religion. His 
true name was Amru Ebn Hefhim, 
of the family of Makhzim; and be 
was furnamed Abu'lhocm, i.e. the 
father of wifdom, which was after- 
wards changed into Abu Jahl, or the 
father of folly. He was flain in the 
battle of Bedr (2). 

° There are fome men who ferve 
Gon waveringly, fianding on the 
verge, &c.J—This expreffion alludes 
to one who being pofted in the fhirts 
of an army, if he fees the vittory in- 


religion. 


L4 


(1) Jarsaro’onine 


If good befal one 
of 


clining to his’ own fide, flands his 
ground, but if the enemy ts likely to 
prevail, takes to his heels. 

The paflage they fay, was re- 
vealed on account of certain Arabs 
of the defert, who came to Medina, 
and having profefled Mohammedi{m, 
were well enough pleafed with it 
fo long as their affairs profpered, 
bat if they met with any adverfity, 
were fure to lay the blame on their 
new refigion. A tradition of Abu 
Said mentions another accident as 
the occafion of this paffage, viz. 
that a certain Jew embraced Iflam, 
but afterwards taking a diflike to it, 
on account of fome misfortunes 
which had befallen him, went to 

Mo- 


(2) See chap. 8, p. 232. not. *. 


“168 At KORAN. Cuap, 22, 


of them, he refteth fatisfied therein ; but if any tribula- 
uion befal him, he turneth himfelf round, with the lofs 
both of this world, and of the life to come, This is 
manifeft perdition. He will call upon that, befides 
Gop, which neither can hurt him, nor profithim. This 
is an ervor remote from truth. He will invoke him 
who will fooner be of hurt to his worfhipper than of 
advantage. Such is furely a miferable patron, anda 
miferable companion. But Goon will introduce thofe 
who fhall believe, and do righteous works, into gardens 
through which rivers flow; for Gop doth that which 
‘he pleafeth. Whofo thinketh that Gop will not affitt 
his apofiic in this world, and in the world to come, let 
him fliain a rope towards heaven, then let him put an 
end to his tife, and fee whether his devices can render 
that ineffeétual, for which he was angry ®. Thus do we 
fend down the Koran, being evident figns; for Gop 
direéleth whom he pleafeth. As to the true believers, 
and thofe who judaize, and the Sabians, and the Chrifs 
tians, and the Magians, and the idolaters; verily 
Gon fhall judge between them on-the day of refur- 
redlion ; for Gon is witnefs of all things. Doft thou 
not perceive that all creatures both in heaven and 
on carth adore Gop"; and the fun, and the moon, 
and the flars, and the mountains, and the trees, and 
the beats, and many men? but many are worthy of 
chaflifement: and whomfoever Gop fhall render 
defpicable, there fhall be none to honour; for Gop 
doth that which he pleafeth, Thefe are two oppofite 





Mohammed, and defired he might 
renounce it, and be treed from the 
obligations of it; but the prophet 
told hiny that no fuch thing was ale 
lowed in his religion (11. 

* Lee him firain a rope towards 
heaven, &e.i-Or, Let him tie a rope 
tothe roof of his houle, and hang 
Rimfelf; that is, let him carry his 











(1) Al Beroaw, 


anger and refentment to ever fo great 
an height, even to be driven to the 
molt defperate extremities, and fee 
whether with all his endeavours he 
will be able to intercept the divine 
aififlance (a). 

* Adore Gon.]—Confeffing his 
power, and obeying his fupreme com. 
mand, 


(2) Idem, 


parties, 
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parties, who difpute concerning their Lorn’. And 
they who believe not, fhall have garments of fire fitted 
unto them : boiling water fhall be poured on their heads; 
their bowels fhall be diffolved thereby, and alfo their 
fkins; and they fhall be beaten with maces of iron. 
So often as they fhall endeavour to get out of hell, be- 
caufe of the anguifh of their torments, they fhall be 
dragged back into the fame; and their tormentors fhall 
fay unto them, ‘lalte ye the pain of burning. Gop will 
introduce thole who fhall believe, and act rightcoully, 
into gardens through which rivers flow: they fhall be 
adorned therein with bracelets of gold, and pearls; and 
their veftures therein fhall be filk. They are direéted 
unt? a good faying*; and are dircéted into the ho- 
nourable way. But thcy who fhall difbelieve, and 
obttruét the way of Gop, and hinder men from vifit- 
ing the holy temple of Mecca, which we have ap- 
pointed for a place of worfhip unto all men: the in- 
habitant thereof, and the ftranger have an equal 
right to vifit it: and whofoever fhall feck impioufly to 
profane it, we will caufe him to tafte a grievous tor- 
ment. Call to mind when we gave the fite of the 
houfe of the Caasa for an abode unto AsRAHAMS, 
faying, Do not affociate any thing with me; and 
cleanfe my houfe for thofe who compafs it, and 
who fland up, and who bow down to worfhip. 


* Thefe are two oppofite parties, 
&c.J—viz, The true believers, and 
the infidels. ‘he paffage is faid to 
have been revealed on occafion of a 
difpute between the Jews and the 
Mobammedans: the former infiling 
that they were in greater favour with 
Gon, their prophet and revelations 
being prior to thefe of the latter ; and 
thefe replying, that they were more 
in Goo’s favour, for that they be- 
lieved not only in Mofes, but alfo in 
Mohammed, and in ali the icriptures 
without exception ; whereas the Jews 
rejected Mohammed, though they 


(s) Idem. i) Idem, 


knew him to be a prophet, out of 
envy (1). 

* Unto a good faying.J—viz. The 
profefffon of Gon’s unity; or thefe 
words, which they hall ufe at their 
entrance into paradife, Praife be unto 
Gon, who hath fulfilled his promite 
unto us (2). 

* When we gave unto Abraham 
the fite of the Enaba for an abode.] 
=i,¢. For a place of religious wor- 
fhip; thewing him the ipot where 
it had flood, and alfo the mode! of 
the old building, which had been 
taken up to heaven at the flood (3). 


ig} See the Prelim. Dife. fe. IV. p. 153. 


And 
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And proclaim unto the people a folemn pilgrimage’, 
tet them come unto thee on foot, and on every lean 
camel, arriving from every diftant road; that they 
may be witneffes of the advantages which accrue to 
them from the vifiting this holy place *, and may com- 
memorate the name of Gop on the appointed days*, 
in gratitude for the brute cattle which he hath beftow- 
ed on them. Whercfore cat thereof, and feed the 
needy, and the poor. Afterwards let them put an 
end to the negleét of their perfons’, and let thenr 
pay their vows*; and compais the ancient houfe* 
This let them do. And whoever fhall regard the fa- 
ered ordinances of Gono *; this will be better for,him 


» CHar, ga, 


* Proelann unto the people a fo- 
Jemn pilgrimage. ]—It isrelated that 

braham, inobedicuee to this com. 
mand, went upto mount Abu kodei 
near Mecca, and cri ey 
O men, perform the pilgrimage to the 

oufe ot your Lorn; and that Gop 
caufed thofe who were then in the 
Joins of their fathers, and che wombs 
of their mothers, from eaft to weft, 
and who, he knew beforehand, 
would perform the pilgrimage, to 
hear his voice. Some fay, bowever, 
that thefe words were direded to 
Mohammed, commanding him to 
proclaim the pilgrimage of valedic- 
tion (1): according to which expo- 
fition the paffage mutt have been re- 
vealed at Medina. 

~ The advantages which accrue to 
them from the viliting this place. |— 
viz. The temporal advantage made by 
the great trade driven. at Mecca dur- 
ing the pilgrimage, and the fpiritual 
advantage of having perfgymed fo 
meritortous a work. 

x The appointed days.J-Namcly, 
The ten firft days of Dhu'!hajja; or 
the tenth day of the fame month, on 
which they flay the facrifices, and 
the three following days (2). 

Y Let them put an end to the neg- 
Yeét of their perfons.]—By fhaving 









(2) At Bermawr. 


(2) Idem, Farvaro’onty. 


in 


their heads; and-other parts of their 
bodies, and cutting their beards and 
nails in the valley of Mina; which 
the pilgrims are not.allowed to do 
from the time they become Mohrims, 
and have folemnly dedicated them- 
{clves to the performance of the pit: 
grimage, till they have finifbed the 
ceremonies, and flain their vidtims 


3). 

> Let them pay their vows,]—By 
doing the good works which they 
have vowed to do in their pilgri. 
mage. Some underftand the words 
only of the performance of the requi- 
fite ceremonies. 

* And compafs the ancient honfe.] 
--i.e. The Caaba; which the Mo- 
hammedans pretend: was the firft 
edifice built and appointed for the 
worthip of Gon (4). The going 
round this chapel is a principal cere= 
mony of the pilgrimage, and is 
often repeaied; but the laf time of 
their doing it, when they take their. 
farewell of the temple, feems to be 
more particularly meant in this - 
place. 

® Whoever fhall regard the facred 
ordinances of Goo. ]—By obferving 
what he has commanded, and avoid— 
ing what he has forbidden; or, as 
the words alfo fignify, Whoever 

thall 


{3) Tidem. See 


ebap. 2. p. 35, 96. chap. 5. p. 151. and Borov. de Peregr, Meccana, p. 15, 
- (4) See chap. 3. p. 79. and the Prelim. Dife, feck IV.p. lage if 
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in the fight of his Lornp, All forts of cattle are af. 
lowed you to eat, except what has becn read unto 
yous, in former paflages of the Koran, to be forbid 
den. But depart from the abomination of idols, and 
avoid fpeaking that which is falfe*: being orthodox in 
refpett to Goo, aflociating no other god with him; 
for whoever affociateth any other with Gon, is like 
that which falleth from heaven, and which the birds 
fnatch away, or the wind bloweth to a far diftant 
place’) This is fo. And whofo maketh valuable 
offerings unto Gop‘; verily they proceed from the 
piety of men’s hearts. Ye receive: various advantages 
from the cattle defigned for facrifices,. until a determi: 
ned time for laying them: then the place of facrificing 
them is the ancient houfe. Unto the profeffors: of 
every religion’ have we appointed certain riics, that 
they may commemorate the name of Gop on fiaying 
the brute cattle which he hath provided for them. 
Your Gop is one Gop: wherefore refign yourfelves 
wholly unto him. And do thou bear good tidings 
unto thofe who humble themfelves; whofe hearts, 
when mention is made of Gop, are ftruck with fear; 
and unto thofe who patiently endure that which be- 


fhall honour what Gop hath fanéi- 
fied, or commanded not to be pro- 
faned; as the temple and territory of 
Mecca, and the facred months, &c. 

¢ Avoid {peaking that which is 
falfe.|~Either by afferting wrong 
and impious things of the Deity; or 
by bearing falfe witnets againft your 
neighbours. 

# Like that which falleth from 
heaven, &c.]—Becaufe he who falls 
into idolatry, finketh from the height 
of faith into the depth of infidelity, 
has his thoughts diftraéted by wicked 
lafts, and is hurried by the devil into 
the moft abfurd errors (1). 

* Whofo maketh vainable offer- 
ings unto Gon. ]—By chufing a well- 
favoured and coflly viGtim, in honour 
of him to whom itis deflined. They 





(1) Al Bsrpaws. 


fay Mohammed once offered. 2 hun- 
dred fat camels, and among them one 
which had belonged to Abu Jahl, 
having in his nofe a ring of gold ¢ 
and that Omar offered a noblecamel, 
for whigh he had becn-bid three 
hundred dinars (2}. 

‘Vhe original may alfo be tranfla. 
ted generally, Whofo regardeth the 
rites of the pilgrimage, &c. But the 
vidtims feem to be more particularly 
intended in this place. 

* Unto the profeffors of every ree 
ligion. }-Jallal8’ddin underftands thia 
paflage in a_refirained fenfe, of the 
former nations who were true be- 
lievers; to whom Gon appointed a 
fucrifice, anda fixed place and proper 
ceremonies fos the offering of it, 





12) dem. 


rwii. 








178 Ar KORAN. 

falleth them ; and who duly perform their prayers, and. 
give alms out of what we have beftowed on them. The 
camels flain for facrifice have we appointed for you as 
fymbols of your obedience unto Gop: ye alfo receive 
other advantages from them. Wherefore commemo- 
rate the name of Gop over them, when ye flay them, 
ftanding on their fect difpofed in right order*: and 
when they are fallen down dead, eat of them; and 
give to eat thereof both unto him who is content with 
what is given him, without afking, and unto him who 
afketh’. Thus have we given you dominion over them, 
that ye might return us thanks. Their flefh is not ac- 
cepted of Gon, neither their blood; but your piety is 
accepted of him. Thus have we given you dominion 
over them, that ye might magnify Gop, for the re- 
velations whereby he hath direéted you. And bear 
good tidings unto the righteous, that Gon will repel 
the ill defigns of the infidels from the true believers ; 
for Goo loveth not every perfidious unbeliever. 
Permiffion is granted unto thofe who take arms 
againft the unbelievers, for that they have. been un- 
jultly perfecuted by them: (and Gon is certainly able 
to aft them: who have been turned out of their 
habitations injurioufly, and for no other reafon than 
becaufe they fay, Our Lorp is Govt And if 
Gop did not repel the violence of fome men by others, 


Cuar. 22, 


in a modeft and humble manner, and 


t Standing on their feet difpofed in 
i fo unto him who warteth but dareth 


right order.]—That is, as forme ex- 


ound the word, ftanding on three 
‘feet, having one of their fore feet tied 
up, which is the manner of tying ca- 
mels to prevent their moving from 
the place. Some copies inflead of 
fawaffa, read fawdffena, from the verb 
fafana, which propesly fignifics the 
pofture of a horfe, when he flands 
‘on three feet, the edge of the fourth 
only touching the ground. 

» Unto him who is content with- 
out afking, and unto him who afk- 
eth.J——Or, as the words may alfo 
be rendered, Unto him who afketh 


(:) AlBrrpaw1, &c. V. the Prelim. Dife. fed. IL. p. 63, 


not afk. 

} Permiffion is granted unto thofe 
who take arms, &c.]—This was the 
firft paffage of the Koran which al- 
lowed Mohammed and his followers 
to defend themfelves againft their 
enemies by force, and was revealed 
a little before the flight to Medina; 
ull which time the prophet had ex- 
horted his Moflems to fuffer the in- 
juries offered them with patience, 
whieh is alfo commanded in above 
feventy different places of the Ko- 
ran a}. 


&e. 
verily 
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verily monatterics, and churches, and fynagogues, 
and the temples of the Moflems, wherein the name of 
Gop ts frequently cammemorated, would be_ utterly 
demolifhed®, And Gop will certainly affit him 
who fhall be on his fide: for Gon is {trong and 
mighty. And _ he will alfitt thofe who, if we eftablith 
- them in the carth, will obferve prayer, and give 
alms, and command that which is jut, and forbid 
that which is unjuft. And unto Goo fhall be the end 
of all things. If they accule thee, OQ Monammen, 
’ of impolture ; confider that, before them, the people 
of Noau, and the tribes of Ap and Tuamun, and 
the people of Asranam, and the people of Lor, 
and the inhabitants of Manian, accufed their pro- 
phets of impolture: and Moszs was alfo charged 
with falfehood. And I granted a long refpite unto 
the unbelievers: but afterwards I chaflifed them; 
and how different was the change I made in their 
condition! How many cities have we deftroyed, 
which were ungodly, and which are now fallen to 
ruin on their roofs? And how many wells have been 
abandoned’, and lofty caftles? Do they not there- 
fore journey through the land? And have they~not 
hearts to underftand with, or ears to hear with? 
Surely as to thefe things their eyes are not blind, 
but the hearts are blind which are in their breafts, 
* ‘They will urge thee to haften the threatened punifh. 
ment; but Gop will not fail to perform what he hath 


k If Gon did notrepel the violence 
of fome men by others, verily moaaf 
teries, and churches, &c. would be 
demolifhed,]—That is, The public 
exercife of any religion, whether 
true or falfe, is fupported only by 
force ; and therefore, as Mohammed 
would argue, the true religion muft 
be eftablifhed by the fame means. 

1 How many wells have been a- 
bandaned, &c.]——-That ts, How ma- 
ny {pots in the defers, which were 
formerly inhabited, are now aban- 
doned? a negleéted well being the 


(3) Tidem, 


proper fign of fach TdeTeed dwelle, 
ing in thofe parts, as ruins are of a 
demolifhed town. 

Some imagine that this paffage, 
intends more particularly a well at 
the foot of a certain hill in the 
prowtnce of Hadramaut, and a caftle 

uilt on the top of the fame hill, 
both belonging to the people of 
Handha Ebn Safwan, a remnant o! 
the Thamudites, who having killed 
their prophet, were utterly deftroye 
ed by Gon, and their dwelling: 
abandoned (1), 


‘iccaiened 5 
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threatened : and verily one day with thy Lorp is as 
a thoufand years, of thofe which we compute™. 
Unto how many citics have I granted refpite, though 
they were wicked ? yet afterwards I chaftifed them; 
and unto me fhall they come to be judged, at the laft- 
day. Say, O men, verily Lam only a public preacher 
unto you. And they who believe, and do good 
works, fhall obtain forgivencfs and an honourable 
provifion. But thofe who endeavour to make our 
figns of none effeét, fhall be the inhabitants of hell. 
We have {ent no apoftle, or prophet, before thee, 
but, when he read, Satan fuggefted fome error in 
his reading’. But Gon fhall make void that which 
Saran hath fuggefted: then fhall Gop confirm his 
figns; for Gop is knowing and wife. But this he 
permitteth, that he may make that which Saran 
hath fuggefted, a temptation unto thofe in whofe 
hearts there is an infirmity, and whofe hearts are 
hardened: (for the ungodly are certainly in a wide 
difagreement from the truth:) and that they on whom 
knowledge hath been beftowed, may know that this 
hook is the truth from thy Lop, and may believe 
therein; and that their hearts may acquiefce in the 


*See 2 Pet. i. 8. 

* We have fent no apoftle, or pro- 
phet, but when he read, Satan fug- 
gefted fome error in his reading, &e | 
The occafion of the paffage 1s thus 
sone. Monammed one day read- 
ing the hapter of the Koran, 
iwhen he feria verle, What 
think ye of Allat, and al Uzza, and 
ef Manih the ‘other third’ god- 
defs? the devil put the following 
words into his month, which he 
prononnced through inalvertence, 
ery as fome tel! us, bec: he was 
then half aflcep (1}, viz. Thefe are 
the moti high and beautcous damfels, 
whole interceflion is to be hoped for. 
‘The Koreith, who were fittmg near 
Mohanimed, greatly rejoiced at what 
they had beard, and when he had 









Ob Yara. 
Rte chap. if. p. &g. 


finifhed the chapter, joined with 
him and his followers in making 
their adoration: but the prophet, 
being acquainted by the angel Ga- 
briel with the reafon of thetr com- 
pliance, and with what he had ut- 
tered, was deeply concerned at his 
miftake, till this verfe was revealed 
for his confolation (2). 

We are told however by al Bei- 
dawi, that the more intelligent and 
accurate peifons rejeét the aforefaid 
Story; and the verb, here tranflated 
read, fignifying alfo to with for any 
thing, interpret the paflage of the 
fuggeftions of the devil ta debauch 
the affedtions of thofe holy perfons, 
or to employ their minds in vain 
wifhes and dcfires. 


(2) AlByspawi, Jatzato’parn, Yana, &c. 


fame : 
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fame: for Gop is furely the dire€tor of thofe who 
believe, into the right way. But the infidels will 
not ceafe to doubt concerning it, until the hour of 
judgment cometh fuddenly upon them; or until the 
pumifhment of a grievous day° overtake them. On 
that day the kingdom fhall be Gon's: he fhall judge 
between them. And they who have believed, and 
fhall have wrought righteoufnels, {hail be in gardens 
of pleafure : but they who have difbelieved, and fhall 
have charged cur figns with fallehood, thofe fhalk 
fuffer a fhameful punifhment. As to thofe who 
fhall have fled their country for the fake of Gon’s 
true religion, and afterwards fhall have been flain, 
or fhall have died; on them will Gop beftow an 
excellent provifion ; and Gop is the beft provider. 
He will furely introduce them with an introdu€tion 
with which they fhall be well pleafed: for Gop is 
knowing and gracious. This is fo. Whoever fhall 
take a vengeance cqual to the injury which hath been 
done him*, and fhall afterwards be unjuttly treated; 
verily Gon will affift him: for Gop is merciful, and 
ready to forgive. This fhall be done, for that Gou 
caufeth the night to fucceed the day, and he caufeth 
the day to fucceed the night; and for that Gop both 
heareth and feeth. This, becaufe Gon is truth, and 
becaufe what they invoke befides him, is vanity : 
and for that Goo is the high, the mighty. Doft_ 
thou not fee that Gop fendeth down water from 
heaven, and the earth becometh green? for Gop is 
gracious and wife. Unto him belongeth whatfoever is 
in heaven and on earth: and Gop js felffufficient, 
worthy to be praifed. Doft thou not fee that Gop 


* A grievous day.]—Or, a day * And fhall afterwards be unjuflly 
which maketh childlefs; by which treated. ]-~By the aggreflor’s feeking 
fome grcat misfortune in war is cx- to revenge himfelf again’ of the per- 
prefled: as the overthrow the infi- fon injured, by offering him fome 
dels reccived at Bedr. Some fuppofe further violence. 
sthe refurreétion is here inteuded- The paffage feems to relate to the 
- * Whoever fhall take a vengeance vengeance which the Moflems fhould 
equal to the injury.]—And fhali not take of the infidels, for their unju& 
fake a more fevere revenge than the perfecution of them. 
fait deferves. 


hath 
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hath fubje€ted whatever is in the earth to your fer- 
vice, and alfo the fhips which fail in the fea, by his 
command? And he with-holdeth, the heaven that it 
fall not on the earth, unlefs by his permiffion': for 
Gop is gracious unto mankind, and merciful. It is 
he who hath given you life, and will hereafter caufe 
you to die ; afterwards he will again raife you to life, 
at the refurreétion: but man is furely ungrateful. 
Unto the profeffors of every religion have we ap- 
pointed certain rites, which they obferve. Let them 
not therefore difpute with thee concerning this mat- 
ter; but invite them unto thy Lorn: for thou fol- 
lowell the right dire€tion. But if they enter into de- 
bate with thee, anfwer, Gop well knoweth that 
which ye do: Gop will judge between you, on the 
day of refurre€tion, concerning that wherein ye now 
- difagree. Doft thou not know that Gop knoweth 
whatever is in heaven and on earth ? Verily this is 
“written in the book of his decrees : this is eafy with 
Gop. They worfhip, befides Gon, that concerning 
which he hath fent down no convincing proof, and 
concerning which they have no knowledge: but the 
unjuft docrs fhall have none to affift them. And 
when our cvident figus are rehearfed unto them, thou 
maye{t perceive, in the countenances of the unbe- 
Jievers, a difdain thereof: it wanteth little but that 
they rufh with violence on thofe who rehearfe our 
figns unto them. Say, Shall I declare unto you a 
worfe thing than this? The fire of hell, which Gop 
hath threatened unto thofe who believe not, is worfe ; 
and an unhappy journey fhall it be thither. O men, 
a parable is propounded unto you ; wherefore hearken 
unto it, Verily the idols which ye invoke, befides 
Gop, can never create a fingle fly, although they 
were all affembled for that purpofe ; and if the fly 
{natch any thing from them, they cannot recover the 
fame from it. Weak is the petitioner, and the 
petitioned, 

> Tharit fall nat, &e.j—Which it * Ifthe fly fateh any thing from 


wil do at the lalt-dey. them, &c. ]~Lhe commentators fay, 
that 
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petitioned. They judge not of Gon according to 
his due cltimation: for Gon is powerful and mighty. 
Gop choofeth meffengers from among the angels’, 
and from among men: for Gov is he who heareth 
and fecth. He knoweth that which is before them, 
and that which is behind them; and unto Gon fhall 
all things return. O truc believers, bow down, and 
proftrate yourfelves, and worfhip your Lorn; and 
work righteoufnefs, that ye may be happy: and 
fight in defence of Gou’s true religion, as 1 behoveth 
you to fight for the fame. He hath chofen you, and 
hath not impofed on you any difficulty in the reli- 
gion which he hath given you, the religion of your 
father Azranam: he hath~ named you Moflems 
heretofore, and in this book; that our apofle may 
be a witnefs againfl vou at the day of judgment, and 
that ye may be witnelfes againft the refl of mankind. 
Whercfore be ye conitant at prayer ; and give alms :~ 
and adhere firmly unto Gop. He is your mafter ; 
and he is the bett mafter, and the beft protector. 


that the Arabs ufed to anoint the 
images of their gods with fome odo- 
riferous compofition, and with ho- 
ney, which the flies ate, though the 
doors of the temple were carefully 
hut, getting in at the windows or 
crevices. 

* Perhaps Mohammed took this ar- 
gument from the Jews, who pre- 
tend that the temple of Jerufalemn, 
and the fucrifices there offered to 





(1) Pirke Aboth, c. 5. feé&. 6, 7. 
Synt.2.c. 6, 


ea 


the true Gon, were never annoyed 
by flics (1); whereas fwarms of 
thofe infeéts infefted the heathen 
temples, being drawn thither by 
the fleam of facrifices (2). 

* Gon choofeth_meflengers from 
among the angels.]—Who are the 
bearers of the divine revelations to 
the prophets; bue ought notto be 
the objects of worthip. 


(2) V. Szroen. de Diis Sytis. 


CWAP 
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CHAP. XXIIL 
Intitled, The true Believers ; revealed at 
Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 

aa NI O W are the true belicvers happy: who 
humble themfelves in their prayer, and who 

efchew all vain difcourfe, and who are doers of alms- 
deeds; and who keep themfelves from carnal know- 
ledge of any women cxcept their wives, or the captives 
which their right-hands poffels ; (for as to them they 
{hall be blamelefs : but whoever coveteth any woman 
beyond thefe, they are tranfgreffors:) and who ac- 
quit themfelves faithfully of their truft, and juftly per- 
form their covenant ; and who oblferve their appointed 
times of prayer: thefe fhall be the heirs, who fhall 
inherit paradite ; they fhall continue therein for ever. 
“We formerly created man of a finer fort of clay ; 
afterwards we placed him in the form of feed in a fure 
receptacle: afterwards we made the feed coagula- 
ied blood ; and we formed the coagulated blood into 
a picce of Ileth: then we formed the picce of fleth 
into bones; and we clothed thofe bones with flefh 
then we produced the fame by another creation *, 
Wherefore bleffed be Gon, the moft excellent Cre- 
ator*. After this ye fhall die: and afterwards fhall ye 
be reftored to life, on the day of refurre&tion. ~ And 
we have created over you feven heavens’: and we 
are not negligent of what we have created. And we 
fend down rain from heaven, by meafuré; and we 
caufe it to remain on the earth ; we are alfo certainly 





"A fure receptaele.J—viz. The 
woh, 
w By 


Prodnea 
] 


another creation. i——i, e 
a perfect man, compoled 
J hody. 

chap, 0 p. 
i 












not. °. 
Literally, 
¥ which ins heavens 





are meant, becaufe, according to 
fome expofitors, they_are the paths 
of the angels and of the celeftial 
bodies: though the original word 
alfo fignifies things which are folded 
or placed like the Rories one above 
another, as the Mohammedans fup- 
pols the acavens to be, 

able 
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able to deprive you of the fame. And we caufe gar- 
dens of palm-trees, and vineyards, to fpring forth 
for you by means thereof; whercin ye have many 
fruits, and whereof ye eat. And we allo raife for 
you a tree fpringing from mount Sinai*; which 
produceth oil, anda fauce for thofe who cat. Ye 
have likewile an inftruétion in the cattle: we give 
you to drink of the milk whichis in their bellies, and 
ye receive many advantages from them; and of them 
do ye eat: and on them, and on fhips, are ye car- 
_ ried’, We fent Noai heretofore unto his people, 
and he faid, O my people, ferve Gop: ye have no 
Gop befides him; will ye not therefore fear the con- 
fequence of your worfhipping other gods? And the 
chiefs of his people, who believed not, faid, This is no 
other than a ian, as ye are: he feeketh to raife 
himfelf to a fuperiority over you. If Gop had plealed 
to have fenta meffenger unto you, he would furely have 
fent angels: we have not heard this of our forefa- - 
thers. Verily he is no other than a man difturbed 
with frenzy : wherefore wait concerning him for a 
tine. Noan faid, O Lorv, do thou proteé me ; 
for that they accufe me of falfehood. And we re- 
vealed our orders unto him, faying, Make the ark in 
our fight; and according to our revelation. And 
when our decree cometh to be executed, and the oven 
- fhall boil and pour forth water, carry into it of every 
fpecies of animals one pair ; and alfo thy family, ex- 
cept fuch of them on whom a previous fentence of 
deftruétion hath paffed®: and {peak not unto me in 
behalf of thofe who have been unjuft; for they fhall 
be drowned. And when thou and they who fhall be 
with thee, fhall go up into the ark,>fay, Praife be 


7 A tree {pringing from mount Si- 
nai.J—viz. The olive. The gardens 
near this mountain. are yet famous 
for the excellent fruit-trees of almoft 
all forts which grow there f1). 

2 Onthem, and on fhips are ye 
carticd.]—The beaft more particu- 


larly meant in this place, is the ca- 
mel, which is chiefly ufed for ci 
riage in the eafl; being calicd by 
the Arabs, the land-fhip, on which 
they pafs thofe feas of land, the de- 
ferts. 

> See chap. tr. p. 20, &c. 
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unto Gop, who hath delivered us from the ungodly 


people! - And fay; O Lorp, caufe me to come * 


down from this ark with a bleffed defcent; for thou 
art beft able to bring me down from the fame with 
fafety. Verily herein were figns of our omnipotence; 
and we proved mankind thereby. Afterwards we 
raifed up another generation < after them; and we 
fent unto them an apoitle from among them ‘4, who 
faid, Worfhip Gon: ye have no Gop befides him; 
will ye not therefore fear his vengeance? And the 
chiefs of his people, who believed not, and who de- 
nied the mecting of the life to come, and on whom 
we had beftowed affluence in this prefent life, faid, 
This is no other than a man, as ye are; he eateth of 
that whereof ye eat, and he drinkcth of that. whereof 
ye drink : and if ye obey aman like unto yourfelves, 
ye will furely be fufferers. Doth he threaten you that 
after ye fhall! be dead, and fhall become duft and 
bones, ye fhall be brought forth alive from your 
graves? Away, away with that ye are threatencd 
with! There is no other life befides our. prefent life : 
we dic, and we live? and we fhall not be raifed 


~again. ‘This is no other than a man, who. devifeth 


a lic concerning Gop: but we will not believe him. 
‘Their apoftle faid, O Lory, defend mc; -for that 
they have accufed me of impofture. GOD anfwer- 
ed, After a little while they fhall furely repent their 
obftinacy. Wherefore a .fevere punifhment was juftly 
infli€tcd on them, and we rendered them like the re- 
tule which is carried down by a ftream, Away there- 
fore with the ungodly people! Afterwards we raifed 
up other generations* after them. No nation fhall 
be punifhed before their determined time ; neither 
fhall they be refpited after. Afterwards we fent our 
apoftles, one alter another. So often as their apoftle 
came unto any nation, they charged him with im- 
pofture: and we caufed them fucceffively to follow 
* Another generation. ]--Namely Hid, or Sieh. 


d, or of Thamdd. * Other generations. ]—As the So- 
pole, J—via, The prophet domites, Midjanites, &c. 





one 
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one another to deftruétion; and we made them only 
fubjeéts of traditional ftories. Away therefore with 
the unbelieving nations! Afterwards we fent Moszs, 
and Aaxon his brother, with our figns and manifeft 
power, unto Puaraou and his princes: but they 
proudly refufed to believe on him; for they were a 
haughty people. And they faid, Shall we believe 
on two men like unto. ourfelves; whofe people are 
our fervants? And they accufed them of impolture ; 
wherefore they became of the number of thofe who 
were deftroyed. And we heretofore gave the book 
of the law unto Moses, that the children of Israru 
might be dire€ted thereby. And we appointed the 
fon of Mary, and his mother, for a fign: and we 
prepared an abode for them in an elevated part of 
the earth’, being a place of quiet and fecurity, and 
watered with running {prings. O apoftles, eat of thofe™ 
things which are good; and work righteoufnefs for 
I well know that which ye do. This your religion is 
one religion"; and 1am your Lorn: wherefore fear 
me. But men have rent the affair of their religion 
into various feéts: every party rejoiceth in that _ 
which they follow. Wherefore leave them: in their 
confufion, until a certain time‘, Do they think that 
we haften unto them the wealth and children which 
we have abundantly beftowed on them, for their 


f An clevated part of the earth.]~ 
‘The commentators tell us the place 
here intended is Jerufalem, or Da- 
malcus, or Ramlah, or Paleftine, or 
Egypt (1). 

But perhaps the paflage means the 
hill to which the virgin Mary retired 
to be delivered, according to the Mo- 
hammedan tradition (2). 

& O apoltles, eat of thole things 
which are good, 8c. ]—Thefe words 
are addreffed to the apofttes in gene- 
ral, to whom it was permitted to eat 
of all clean andwholefome food ; and 
were fpoken to them feverally at the 


(1) Al Berpawi, JALLALO’DDIN- 


M3 


(a) Al Beroaws, 


time of their refpe&tive miflions. 
Some, however, think them direéted 
particularly to the virgin Mary and 
Jefus, or fingly to the latter, (in 
which cafe the plural number muft 
he ufed out of rclpe& only,) propo+ 
fing the pra€tice of the prophets for 
their imitation, Mohammed proba- 
bly defigned in this paffage to cons 
demn the abftinence obferved by the 
Chriftian monks (3). 

* Seechap. 21, p. 163. . 

i Until acertain time. J—i.e. Till 
they fhall be flain, or die a natural 
death, 


{2) See chap. 19. p. 139+ 


good? 
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good? But they do not underftand. Verily they who 
ftand in awe, for fear of their Lorp, and who believe 
in the figns-of their Lorn, and who attribute-not com. 
panions unto their Lorn; and who give that which 
they give in alms, their hearts being ftruck with dread, 
for that they mull return unto their Lorp : thefe haften 
unto good, and are foremoft to obtain the fame. We 
will not impofe any difficulty on a foul, except accord- 
ing to his ability; with us isa book, which fpeaketh 
the truth; and they fhall not be injured. But their 
hearts are drowned in negligence, as to this matter; 
and they have works different from thofe we have 
mentioned; which they will continue to do, until, 
when we chaflife fuch of them as enjoy an affluence 
of fortune, by a fevere punifhment', behold, they cry 
aloud for belp: but it fhall be anfwered them, Cry 
not for help to-day: for ye fhall not be affifted by us. 
My figns were read unto you, but ye turned back 
on your heels: proudly elating yourfélves becaufe of 
your poffeffing the holy temple; difcourfing together 
by night, and talking foolifhly. Do they not therefore 
attentively confider that which is fpoken unto them, 
whether a revelation is come unto them which came 
not unto their forefathers? Or do they not know 
their apoftle; and therefore reje&t him? ‘Or do they 
fay, He is a madman? Nay, he hath come unto 
them with the truth; but the greater part of them 
deteft the truth. If the truth had followed their de- 
“fires, verily the heavens and the earth, and whoever 

therein is, had been corrupted’. ‘But we have brought 


* A fevere punifhment.]——By 
which is intended either the over- 
throw at Bedr, where*feveral of the 
chict Koreifhites loft their lives; or 
the famine with which the Meccans 
were altli¢ied, at the prayer of the 
prophet, conceived in thefe words,O 
Goo, fet thy foot frongly on Modar, 
fan anceftor of the Koreifh) and give 
them years like the years of Jofeph; 


{1} Idem, 


" 
{2} 


whereupon fo great a dearth enfued, 
that they were obliged to feed on 
dons, carrion, and burnt bones (1). 
‘Tf the truth had followed their 
defires, &c.J—That is, Hf there had 
been a plurality of gods, as the ido- 
laters contend (2): or, if the doftrine 
taught by Mohammed had been 
agreeable to their inclinations, &c, 


See chap. 21, p. 154, 
them 
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them their admonition; and they turn afide from their 
admonition. Doft thou afk of them any maintenance 
for thy preaching? fince the maintenance of thy Lora 
is better ; for he is the moft bounteous provider. Thou 
certainly inviteft them to the right way: and they who 
believe not in the life to come, do furely deviate from 
that way. If we had had compaffion on them, and had 
taken off from them the calamity which had befallen 
them", they would furely have more obftinately per- 
fitted in their error, wandering in confufion, We 
formerly chaftifed them with a punifhment*: yet they 
djd not humble themlelves before their Lorn, neither 
did they make fupplications unto him; until, when 
we have opéned upon them a door, from which a fe- 
vere punifhment® hath iffued, behold, they are driven 
to defpair thereat. It is GOD who hath created in” 
you the fenfes of hearing and of fight, that ye may per- 
ceive our judgments, and hearts, that ye may ferioufly 
confider them; yet how few of you give thanks! Itis__ 
he who hath produced you in the earth; and before 
him fhall ye be affembled. It is he who giveth life, 
and putteth to: death; and to him is to be attributed 
the viciffitude of night and day: do ye not therefore 
underfland? But the unbelieving Meccans fay as 
their predeceffors faid: they fay, When we fhall be 
dead, and fhall have become duft and bones, fhall we 
really be raifed to life? We have already been 
threatened with this, and our fathers alfo heretofore: 


™ The calamity which had befallen 
them.]—viz. The famine, Itis faid 
that the Meccans being reduced to 
cat ilhiz, which is a fort of miferable 
food made of blood and camels hair, 
ufed by the Arabs intime of fcarcity, 
‘Abu Sofiin came to Mohammed, 
and faid, Tell me, I adjure thee by 
Goo and the relation that is between 
us, doft thou think thou art fent as 
a mercy unto all creatures; fince 
thou haft flain the fathers with the 


(x) Al Barpaws. 
M4 


fword, and the children with bune 
ger (1)? . 

2 We formerly chaftifed them 
with a punifhment.]—Namely, the 
flaughter at Bedr. ee 

©°A fevert punifhment. ]—viz. Fa- 
mine; which is more terrible than 
the calamities of war (2). 

According to thefe explications, 
the paffage muft have-been reveale 
at Medina; unlefs it be taken in a 
prophetical fenfe. 


(2) Idem, 
this 
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this is nothing but fables of the ancients. Say, Whofe- 
is the earth, and. whoever therein is; if ye know? 
They will anfwer, Gon’s. Say, Will ye not therefore 
confider? Say, Who is the Lorn of the feven hea- 
vens,-and the Loxp of the magnificent throne? The 
will anfwer, They are Gon’s, Say, Will ye not there- 
fore fear bim? Say, in whofe hand is the kingdom of 
all things ; who proteéteth whom he pleafeth, but is him- 
Jer protected of none; if ye know ? They will anfwer, 
In-Gopn’s. Say, How therefore are ye bewitched? 
Yea, we have brought them the truth ; and they are cer- 
tainly liars in denying the fame. Gop hath not begat- 
ten fue; neither is there any other god with him: 
otherwiie every god had furcly taken away that which 
he had created®; and {ome of them had exalted them- 
felves above the others*. Far be that from Go Dy which 
they affirm of him? He knoweth that which js con- 
ccaled, and that which is made public: whercfore far 
be it from him to have thofe fharers in his honour, 
which they attribute to him! Say, O Lor, If thou 
wilt furely caufe me to fee the vengeance with which 
they have heen threatened; O Lorp, fet me not among 
the ungodly people: for we are furely able to make 
thee to fee that with which we have threatened them. 
Turn afide evil with that which is better': we well 
know the calumnies which they uttcr againft thee. 
And fay, O Lorn, I fly unto thee for refuge, againft 
the fuggcflions of the devils; and I have recourfe 
unto thee, O Lory, to drive them away, that they be 
not prefent with me*. The gainfaying of the unbe- 
levers ceafeth not until, when death overtakcth any 


7 Every god had taken awav that them: which tul¢ is tobe qualified, 
which he had created. And fet up however, with this provifo; that the 
a diftinct creation and kingdom of true religion receive no prejudice 
his own, by fuch mildnefs and clemency (1). 

+ See chap. 17. p. 104. * That they be not prefent with 

* Turn afide evil with that. which me.]—To befiege me: or, asit may 
is better.J—-That is, By forgiving alfo be tanflated, ‘hat they hurt 
injuries, and Teturning of good for me not, 








{1t) Idem. 


n 
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of them, he faith, O Lorn, fuffer me to retutn to 
life, that I may do that which is right; in profefling 
the true faith which I have neglected’. By no 
means. Verily thefe are the words which he fhall 
{peak : but behind them there fhall. be a bar‘, untl 
the day of refurrection, When therefore the trum- 
pet fhall be founded, there fhall! be no relation be- 
tween them which fhall be regarded on that day ; nei- 
ther fhall they afk affiftance of cach other. “They” 
whofe balances fhall be heavy with good works, fhall 
be happy: but they whole balances fhall be light, 
are thofe who {hall lofe their fouls, and fhall remain 
in hell for cver*. The fire fhall {corch their faces, 


Currar. 23. 


_and they fhall writhe their mouths therein for anguifh : 


and it fhall be faid unto them, Were not my figns re- 
hearled unto you; and did ye not charge them with 
falfehood 2? They fhall anfwer, O Loxp, our unhap- 
pinefs prevailed over us, and we were people who 
went aftray. O Lorn, take us forth from this fire: 
if we return ‘to our former wickednels, we fhall furely 


tin profelfing the true faith which 
I have neglected. |—Or, as the words 
may alfo import, [n the world which 
T have left; that is, during the fur- 
ther term of life which fhall be grant- 
ed me, from which I have been cut 
olf: (1). 

« Behind them there fhall be a 
bar.]The original word barzakh, 
here tranflated bar, primarily fignites 
any partition, or interflice, which di- 
vides one thing from another ;_but is 
ufed by the Arabs not always in the 
fame, and fometimes in an obfcure 
fenfe. They feem generally to ex- 
prefs by.it what the Grecksdid by the 
word Hades; one while ufing 1t for 
the place of the dead, another while 
for the time of their continuarce in 
that flate, and another while for the 
fate itfelf. Ic is defined by their cri- 
tics to be the interval or {pace be- 


_ tween this world and the next, or 


(1} Idem. 
Prelim. Dic. fe&t. IV. p. 402. 


between death and the refurre€tion 5 
every perfon who dies, being faid to 
enter into al barzakh; or, as, the 
Greek expreffes it, x2laCivar ds ede 
{2). One lexicographer (3) tells us, 
that in the Koran it denotes, the 
grave: but the commentators on this 
pallage expound ita bar, or invincible 
obftacle, cutting off all probability 
of return into the world, after death. 
See chap. 25. where the word again 
occurs. 

Some interpreters underfland the 
words we have rendered, behind 
them, to mean, before them, (it being 
one of thofe words, of which there 
are feveral in the Arabic tongue, that 
have dire& contrary fignifications) 
confidering. al barzakh as a future 
fpace, and lying before, and not be~ 
hind them. 

» See the Prelim, Dife, fe@. IV. 
p. 118. 


(2) V. Pocock, not. in Port. Mofis, p. 248, &c. and the 


(3) Ean Maryr, apud Gol. Lex, 
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be unjuft. GOD will fay unto them, Be ye driven | 


away with ignominy thereinto: and {peak not unto me 
io deliver you. Verily there were a party of my fer- 
vants, who faid, O Lorp, we believe: wherefore for- 

ive us, and be merciful unto us; for thou art the beft 
of thofe who fhew mercy. But ye received them with 
feotfs, fo that they fuffered you to forget my admo- 
nition*, and ye laughed them to fcorn. I have ‘this 
day rewarded them, for that they fuffered the injuries 
they ‘offered them with patience: verily they enjoy 
great felicity. GOD will fay, What number of years 
have yc continued on carth? They will anfwer, We 
have continued there a day, or part of a day: but 
afk thofe who keep account, GOD will fay, Ye 
have tarried but a little, if ye knew it. Did ye think 
that we had created you in fport, and that ye fhould 
not be brought again before us? Wherefore let Gop 
be exalted, the King, the Truth! There is no Gop 
befides him, the Lorp of the honourable throne. 
Whoever, together with the true Gop, fhall invoke 
another god, concerning whom he had no demonttra- 
tive proof, fhall furely be brought to an account for 
the fame before his Lorn. Verily the infidels fhall 
-not profper. Say, O Lorn, pardon, and fhew mercy; 
for thou art the beft of thofe who fhew mercy. 


* They fuffered you to forget my 
admonition.}—Being unable to pre- 
yail on you by their remonftrances, 
hecaufe of the contempt wherein ye 
held them, 

y A day or part of a day. J—The 
time will feem thus fhort to them 
ja comparifon to the eternal duration 
of their torments, or becanfe the time 
of their living in thé world was the 
sune of their joy and pleature; it 


being ufual for the Arabs to defcribe 
what they like as of fhort, and what 
they diflike, as of long continuance. 

« Atk thofe who keep account. J—= 
That is, the angels, who keep ace 
count of the length of men’s lives, 
and of their works, or any other who 
may have letfure to compute; and 
not us, whofe torments diftraét our 
thoughts and attention, 


CHAP, 
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Intitled, Light*; revealed at Mepina. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gov. 


HIS Swura have we fent down from heaven; 

and have ratified the fame: and we have re- 
vealed therein evident figns, that ye may be warned. 
The whore, and the whoremonger, fhall ye fcourge 
with an hundred ftripes*’, And let not compaffion 
towards them prevent you from executing the judg- 
ment of Gon*; if ye believe in Gop and the laf, 
day: and let fome of the truc believers be witneffes 
of their punifhment*’. The whoremonger fhall not 
marry any other than a harlot, or an idolatrefs, And 
a harlot fhall no man take in marriage, except a 
whoremonger, or an idolater. And this kind of mar- 
‘riage is forbidden the true believers‘, But as to 


« ‘This title is taken from an alle- 
gorical comparifon made. between 
ight and Gon, or faith in him, about 
the middle of the chapter, 

+ The whore and the whoremonget 
fhall ye f{courge with an hundred 
firipes, &c.J—This law is not to be 
underftood to relate to married peo- 
ple, who are of free condition; be- 
caufe adultery in fuch, according to 
the Sonna, is to be punifhed by 
ftoning (1). 

© Let not compafiton prevent you, 
&c,]——i. e. Be not moved by pity, 
either to forgive the offenders, or to 
mitigate their punifhment. Moham- 
med was for fo ftrigt and impartial an 
execution of the laws, that he is re- 
ported to have faid, If Fatema, the 
daughter of Mohammed, fleal, let 
her hand be ftruck off (2). 

4 Let fome of the true believers be 
witneffes of their punifhment. J-That 
is, Let the punithment be inflifted 


(1) See chap, 4s P95, 96, and 98, 


thofe 


in public, and not in private ; becaufe 
the ignominy of it is more intolers- 
ble than the fmart, and more likely 
to work a reformation on the offene 
der, Some fay there ought to be three 
perfons pretentat the leaft; but others 
think two, or even one, to be fufh. 
cient (3). 

_* And this kind of marriage is for- 
bidden the true believers, ]—The pre- 
ceding paflage was revealed on aca 
count of the meaner and more indi- 

ent Mohajerins, or refugees, who 

fought to marry the whores of the 
infidels, taken captives in war, for 
the fake of the gain which. they 
made by proftituting themfelves, 
Some think the prohibition was f{pe- 
cial, and regarded only the Moha. 
jerins before-mentioned; and others 
are of opinion it was general; but 
it is agreed to have been abrogated 
by the words which follow in this 
chapter, Marry the fingle womea 

among 


(2) AlBgrpawr. (3) Idem. 


188 ‘i KO R:A Nv 
thofe who accufe women of reputation of whoredom ‘, 
and produce not four witneffes of the fat‘, {courge 
them with fourfcore flripes, and receive not their 
tcftimony for ever ;. for fuch are infamous prevari- 
cators: excepting thofe who fhall afterwards repent, 
and amend; for unto fuch will Gop be gracious and 
merciful. They who fhall accufe their wives of 
adultery, and fhall have no witnefles thereof befides 
themfelves; the teftimony which fhall be required of 
one of them fhall be, that he fwear four times by 
Gop that he fpeaketh the truth: and the fifth time 
that he imprecate the curfe of Gop on him, if he be 
aliar. And it fhall avert the punifhment from the 
wife, if the {wear four times by Gop that he is a 
liar; and if the fifth time fhe imprecate the wrath of 
Gop on her, if he fpeaketh the truth, If it were 
not for the indulgence of Gop towards you, and his 
mercy, and that Gop is eafy to be reconciled, and 
wife ; he would immediately difcover your crimes. As 
to the party among you who have publifhed the. 
falfehood concerning Ayrsna‘, think it not to be an 

evil 
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among vou; harlots being comprifed 
under the appellation of fingle wo- 
men (1). 

It ts fuppofed by fome that not 
marriage, but unlawful commerce 
with {uch women is here forbidden, 

* Women of reputation.J—The 
Arabic word, mohfinat, properly fig- 
nifies women of unblamable con- 
duct, but to bring the chaftifement 
-inentioned on the calumniator, 

Hite rhae they be free 
women, of ripe age, having their 
underftandings perfeét, and of the 
Mohammedan religioh. ‘Though the 
vd be of the feminine eender, yet 
men are alfo fuppofed to be com- 
prifed in this law 

Abu Hanfa was of opinion, that 
the flanderer ought to be {courged in 
public, as well as the fornicator; 
but the generality are againft him 











fr} Idom, Jascaro’epix, 


% See chap. 4. p. 95. 

In cale bate fea the man’s 
cath difcharges him from the impu- 
tation and penalty of flander, and the 
woman’s oath frees her from the im~ 
puauon and penalty of adultery: 

ut though the woman do fwear to 
her innocence, yet the marriage is 
a€tually void, or ought to be declared 
void by the judge; becaufe it is not 
fit they fhould continue together 
after they have come to thefe cxtre- 
mities (3). : 

+ As to the party among you who 
have publithed the falfehood concern- 
ing Ayefha, &c.J——For the under- 
fanding of this paffage, it is neceflary 
to relate the following ftory, 

Mohammed having undertaken an 
expedition againft the tribe of Mo- 
flalek, im che fixth ycar of the Hejra, 
took his wife Ayefha with him, to 
accompany him. In theix return, 

wher 


(2) Idem. (3) Idem. - 
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evil unto you : on the contrary, it is better for you’ 
Every man of them fhall be punifhed according to the 
injultice of ‘which he hath been guilty’; and ‘he 


among them who hath undertaken to aggravate the 
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fame", fhall fuffer a grievous punifhment. 


when they were not far from Me- 
dina, the army removing by night, 
Ayetha, on the road, alighted from 
her camel, and ftepped afide on 2 
private occafion: but on her re- 
turn, perceiving fhe had dropped 
her necklace, which was of onyxes 
of Dhafir, fhe went back to look 
for it; and in the mean time her 
attendants, taking it for granted that 
fhe was got into. hes ‘pavilion (or 
little tent furrounded with curtains, 
wherein women are carried in the 
eat) fet it again on the came! ct 
Ted it away. When fhe came back 
to the road, and fiw her camel was 

‘one, the fat down there, expe@ing 
that when fhe was miffed fome would 
be fent back to fetch her; and ina 
litle time fhe fell afleep. Early in 
the morning Safwan Ebn al Moattel, 
who had Raid behind to reft himfelf, 
coming by, and perceiving fome bo- 
dy alleep, went to fee who it was, 
and knew her to be Ayefha; upon 
which he waked her, by twice pro- 
nouncing with a low voice thefe 
words, We are Gon’s, and unto him 
muft we return. Then Ayefha im- 
mediately covered herfelf with her 
veil; and Safwan fer heron his own 
camel, and Jed her aftur the army, 
which they overtook by noon, as 
they were refting. 

This accident had* like to have 
rutned Aycfha, whofe reputation was 

ablicly called in queftion, as if fhe 
Fad been guilty of adultecy with Saf. 
win: and Mohammed himfelf knew 
not what to think, when he refle 
on the cireumRances of the affa 
which were improved by fome mali- 
cigus people very much ta Ayetha’s 
difhonour ; and notwithitanding his 


















Did not 


wife's proteflations of her innocence; 
he could not get rid of his perplex 
ty, nor flop the mouths of the cenfo- 
tious, til! about a month after, when 
this paffage was revealed, declaring 
the accufation to be unjuft (1). 

* Think it not to be an evil unto 
you; on the contrary, itis better for 
you, ]—Tht words are direfted to the 
prophet, and to Abu Becr, Ayetha, 
and Safwan, the perfons concerned’ 
in this falfe report ; fince, befides 
the amends they might expeét in the 
next world, Goo had donc them the 
honour to clear their reputations by 
revealing eighteen verfes exprefsly 
for that purpofe (2). 

! Every man of them fhall be pu- 
nifhed, according to the injuftice of 
which he hath been guilty. ]—~The 
perfons concerned in {preadiny the 
fcandal, were Abd’allah Ebn Obba, 
(who firlt raifed it, and inflamed 
the matter to the utmof, out of ha- 
tred to Mohammed) Zeid Ebn Refaa, 
Halsin Ebn Thabet, Meftah Ebn 
Othatha, a great grandfon-of Abd’al- 
motalleb’s and Hamna Bint Jahaih : 
and every one of them received four- 
feore ‘ftripes, purfuant to the law 
ordained in this chapter, except only 
Abd'allah, vho was exempted, be- 
ing a man of great confidesation 
{3}. 

At is faid that, as_a farther pu~ 
nifhment, Hafsin and Meflah became 
blicd, and that the former of them 
ae lof the ufe of both his hands 

4). 
™ He who hath undertaken to age 
gravate the fame.J— Abd’allah 
Ebu Obba, who had not the grace 
to become a true believer, but died 
an infidel (5). 






(1) AP Boxart in Sonna, Al Betpawt, Jarcaro’opin, &e. Ve 
Asu’ir, vit. Moh. p. 82, &c. & Gacurer, Vie de Mahomet, lib. Ae, 


Cr Fe, (2) Al Betoawt, 
(4) AlBerpawr. 


(5) Sse chap. 9. ps 255. not, 4. p, 95) 


(3) Anu’zerpa, vit. Moh. p.8. 
nat, Se 


the 
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the faithful men, and thé faithful women, when ye 
heard this, judge in their own minds for the belt; ‘ 
and fay; This is a manifeft falfehood? Have they 
produced four witneffes thereof? wherefore fince they 
have not produced the witneffes, they are furely liars 
im the fight of Gop. Had it not been for the indul- 
gence of Gop towards you, and his mercy, in this _ 
world and in that which is to come, verily a grievous 
punifhment had been infliéted on you, for the calumny 
which ye have fpread: when ye publifhed that with 
your tongues, and fpoke that with your mouths, of 
which ye had no knowledge; and efteemed it to be 
light, whereas it was a matter of importance in the 
fight of Gop. When ye heard it, did ye fay, It be- 
longeth not unto us, that we fhould talk of this mat- 
ter: Gop forbid! this is a grievous calumny ? Gon 
warneth you, that ye return not to the like crime for 
ever; if ye be true beliavers. And Gon declareth 
unto you his figns; for Gop is knowing and wile. 
Verily they who love that fcandal be publifhed of 
thofe who believe, fhall receive a fevere punifhment 
both in this world, and in the next. Gop knoweth, 
but ye know not. Had it not bcen for the indulgence 
of Gop towards you, and his mercy, and that Gop 
is gracious and merciful, ye had felt his vengeance, 
O true believers, follow not the fteps of the devil: 
for whofoever fhall follow the fteps of the devil, he 
will command him filthy crimes, and that which is 
unlawful. If it were not for the indulgence of Gon, 
and his mercy towards you, there had not been fo 
much as one of you cleanfed from his guilt for ever: 
but Gop cleanfeth whom he pleafeth; for Gop both 
heareth and knoweth. Let not thofe among you 
who poffefs abundance of wealth, and have ability, 
{wear that they will not give unto their kindred, 
and the poor, and thofe who have fled their coun- 
try for the fake of Gon’s true religion: but let 
them forgive, and a€ with benevolence towards 
them, Do ye not defire that Gop fhould pardon 

you? 
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you"? And Gop is gracious.and merciful. More- 
over they who falfely aceufe modeft women, who be- 
have in a negligent manner °, and are true believers, 
fhall be curfed in this world, and in the world to 
come; and they fhall fuffer a fevere punifhment ?. 
One day their own tongues fhall bear witnefs againft 
them, and their hands, and their fect, concerning 
that which they have done. On that day fhall Gop 
render unto them their juft duc; and they fhall know 
that Gop is the evident truth. The wicked women’ 
fhould be joined to the wicked men, and the wicked 
men to the wicked women; but the good women 
fhould be married to. the good men, and the good 
men to the good women. Thefe fhall be cleared 
from the calumnies which flanderers {peak of them?: 
they fhall obtain pardon, and an honourable provi-. 
fion. O trne believers, enter not any houfes, be- 
fides your own houfes, until ye have afked leave, 
and have faluted the family thereof*: this is better 

for 


® Let not thofe among you who 
have ability, {wear that they will Hot 
give unto their kindred, &¢.}—This 
paflage was revealed on account of 
Abn Becr ; who {wore that he would 


there are none fo levere as thofe o¢- 
cafioned by the falfe accufation of 
Ayetha; wherefore he thought even 
tepentance would fland her flan~ 
derers in no flead (2) 


not for the future beflow any_ thing 
on Meftah, though he was his mo- 
ther’s fifter’s fon, and a poor Moha- 
jer or refugee, becaufe he had jain- 
edin fcandalizing his daughter Ay~ 
efha, But on Mohammed’s reading 
this verfe to him, ‘he continued 
Meftah’s penfion (1), 

° Who behave in a negligent man~ 
ner. ]—i. c. Who may te lefs care- 
fulin their condu&, and more free 
in their behaviour, as being confci- 
ous of no ill. 

® Though the words be general, 
yet they principally regard thofe 
who thould calumniate the prophet’s 
wives. According to a faying of 
Ebn Abbas, if the threats contained 
ia the whole Koran be examined, 


(1) Al Berpaw:; Jatvaro'por. 
(4 See chap. 2, p. 24. not. *. and chap, 33. 


chap. 12. p..g8, 3y- 
(5) See chap, 19. p. 122 


* Thefe thal! be cleared, &c.J-At 
Beidawi obferves, on this pailag:, 
that Gon cleared four perfons, by 
four extraordinary teftimonies : for 
he cleared Joteph by the teftimony 
of a child in bis mifireG’s. family 
(3): Mofes, by means of the fone 
which fled away with his garments. 
(4); Maty, by the teflimony of her 
tntant (5); and Ayefha, by thefe- 
verfes of the Koran. 

* Enter not any houfesbefides your 
own, till ye have“afked leave, &e.j — 
‘To enter fuddenly or abruptly into 
any man’s houfe or apartment, is 
reckoned a great incivility in the 
eaft ; hecaufe a perfon may pofhbly 
be jurprifed in an indecent aétion 
or pollute, or may have fomething 

dilcavered 


fo) Al Berpawn (3) See 


392 A, KOR AN. 


for you; peradventure ye will be admonifhed. And 
if ye fhall find no perfon in the houfes, yet do not 
enter-them, until leave be granted you: and if it be 
faid. unto you, Return back; do you return back. 
This will be morc decent for yout; and Gop know- 
“eth that which ye do. It fhall be no crime in you, 
that ye enter uninhabited houfes*', wherein ye~ may 
mect with a convenience. Goo knoweth that which | 
ye difcover, and that which ye conceal. Speak unto 
“the true believers, that they refrain their eyes, and 
keep themfelves from immodeft a€tions : this will be 
more pure for then; for Gop is well acquainted 
with that which they do. And {peak unto the be- , 
licving women, that they reftrain their eyes, and pre- | 
ferve their modefty,. and difcover not their orna- 
ments", except what. neceflarily appeareth thereof” : 
and let them throw their veils over their bofoms*, 
and not .fhew their ornaments, unlefs to their huf- 
bands’, or their fathers, or their hufbands fathers, 
or their fons, or their hufbands fons, or their bro- 
thers, or their brothers fons, or their fifters fons’, 
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difcovered which he would conceal. 
It js faid, that a man came to Mo- 
hammed, and wanted to know whe- 
ther he mutt afk leave to goin to 
his filer ; which being anfwered in 
the affirmative, he told the prophet 
that his fifter had nobody elfe to 
attend apon her, and it would be 
troublefome to afk leave every time 
he went into her: What, replied 
Mohammed, wouldeft thou fee her 
naked (1) ? 

* This will be more decent.]—— 
Than to be tmportunate for adimiffi- 
on, or to wait at thé door. 

© Uninhabited houfes. ]———1. ¢. 
Which are not the private habitation 
of a family; fuch as public inns, 
fhops, fheds, &c. 

« And difcover not their orna- 
ments. ]—As their clothes, jewels, 
and the furnitare of theirtoilet; much 
lefs fuch parts of their bodies as 
eyght not to be feen. 


or 


» Except what neceffarily appear- 
eth. ]—Some think their outward gar- 
ments are here meant’, and others 
their hands and faces: it is generally 
held, however, that a free womar 
ought not to difcover even thofe 
parts, uolefs to the perfons after ex- 
cepted, or on fome unavoidable oc- 
cafion, as their giving evidence in 
public, teking advice or medicines 
in cale of ficknefs, &c. 

* Let_them throw their veils over 
their bofoms.}]—Takingcare to cover 
their heads, necks, and breafts. 

Y Unlefs to their hufbands,}—For 
whofe fake it is that they adorn them~ 
felves, and who alone have the privi- 
lege to fee their whole body. 

* Or their fathers, &c.J-—Thefe 
near relations are alfo excepted, 
becaufe they cannot avoid feeing | 
them frequently, and there is no 
great danger to be apprehended 
from them, They are allowed, 

: therefore, 


(1) Al Beipawi. 
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or their women*, or the captives which their right- 
hands {hall poffefs*, or unto fuch men as attend 
them, and have no need of women ‘5 Or unto chil- 
dren, who diftinguifh not the nakednefs of women, _ 
And let them not make a noife with their feet, that 
their ornaments which they hide may thereby be dif__ 
covered", And be ye all turned unto Gop, O true 
believers, that ye may be happy. Marry thofe who 
are fingle* among you, and fuch.as are honeft of 
your men-fervants, and your maid-fervants: if they 
be poor, Gop will enrich them of his abundance ; 


therefore, to fee what cannot well brought him to her, fhe had on a 
be concealed ‘in fo familiar an inter- ment which was fo feanty that 
courfe (1), but tM other part of their Re was obliged to leave either her 
body, particularly whatever is be- head or her feet uncovered: and 
tween the navel and the knees (2), that the prophet, feeing her in great 
Uncles not being here articularly confufion-on that account, told her 
mentioned, it is a loube whether they the need be under no concern, for 
may be admitted to fee their nieces. that there was none prefent befides 
Some think’ they are included under her father and her flave {5 . 
the appellation’ of brothers: but © And have no need of women. ]- 
others are of opinion that they are Or have no defire to enjoy them ; 
not comprifed in thisexception; and fuch as decrepit ald men, and de- 
ive this reafon for it, viz. let they formed or filly perfons, who follow 
thould defcribe the perfons of their people as hangers-on, for their {pare 
nieces to their fons (3). ~ vidtuals, being tdo defpicable to 
* Or their women. |-That is, fuch raife either a woman’s Mion, or 
as are of the Mohammedan religion; a man’s jealoufy. Whether’ eu- 
it being reckoned by fome unlawful, nuchs are comprehended under this 
or, atleaft, indecent, for a woman, general defignation, is a queftion 
who is a true believer, to uncover among the learned (6). 
herfelf before one who is an infidel, * Let them not make a noife with 
becaufe fhe will hardly refrain de. their feet, &c.]-By thaking the rings, 
{cribing her to the, men: but others which the women in the eaft wear 
fuppofe all women in general ate about their ancles, and are ufually 
here excepted ; for, in this particu. of gold or filver (WJ. The pride 
lar, doftors differ (4). which the Jewith ladies of old took 
* Or the captives, &c.J—Slaves in making a tinkling with thefe or- 
of either fex are included in this pamentsof their feet, is (among other 
exception, and, as fome think, do- things of that nature) feverely re. 
meftic fervants who are flaves ; as proved by the prophet Ifaiah (8). 
thofe of a different nation. It is * Thofe who are fingle.J——i, e. 
related, that Mohammed once made Thofe who are unmarried of either 
a prefent of a man-flave to his fex 5 whether they have been mar- 
daughter Fitema; and when he ried before or not. 


(:) Idem, 2} Jartaro’oprn. (3) Al Berpawr. {4} Idem,” 
Petcateeovas Aes Idem. (6) 1&0, Jariaro'poin, Yanya. 
t7) idem. (8) Ifaiah iii, 16, 18. 2 
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for Gop is bounteous and wife. And let thofe who 
find not a match, keep thtmfelves from fornication, - 
until Ge fhall enrich them of his abundance, And 
unto.fixch of your flaves‘ as defire a written inftru- 
ment allowing them to redeem themfelves on paying a 
certain fum*, write one, if ye know good in them*, 
and give them of the riches of Gop, which he hath 
given you’, And compel not your maid-fervants to 
proftitute themfelves, if they be willing to live chaft- 
ly ; that ye may feck ‘the ‘cafual advantage of this 
prefent life*: but whoever fhall compel them there- 
to, verily Goo will be gracious and merciful unto 
fuch women after their compulfion. And now have 
we revealed unto you evident figns, and a hiftory like 
unto fome of the hiftories of thole who have gone be. 
fore you', and an admonition unto the pious. Gop 
is the light of heaven and earth: the fitnilitude of 
his light is as a niche in a wall, wherein a lamp is 
placed, and the lamp enclofed in a cafe of glafs ; the 
glafs appears as it were a fhining ftar. It ‘is lighted 
with the oil of a bleffed tree, an olive neither of the 
caft, nor of the welt": it wanteth little but that the 


® Your flaves.J—Of either fe 





* Compel not your maid-fervants 
© A written infcument, &e =z to profiitute themfelves, &e.J——It 
Whereby the matter obliges himfelf feems Abda’llah Ebn Obba had fix 
to fet his flave at liberty, en receiv= women flaves, on whom he laid 2 
ing a certain fum of moucy, which certain tax, which heobligedthem to 
the Qave undertakes to pay. carn by the proftitution of their bo- 
* If ye know good in them.]—— dies: and one of them made her com= 
TVhatis, If ye have found them faith- plaint to Mohammed, which occafi- 
ful, and have reafon to believe they  oned the revelationof this affage (2), 
form their engagement, 1 A hiftory like unto fome of the 

hem of the riches which _ hiftories of thofe who have gone be. 
Gon hath given you. ]-Either by be- fore you.]——i. e, The flory of the 
Rowing fomething on them of your _falfe acculation of A. efha, which re- 
own fubflance, or by abating them a fembles thole of Joleph and the vir- 
part of their ranfom, Some fappofe gin Mary (3). 
thefe words are direGted, not to the “-™ Neither of the eaft, nor of the 
mialcrs only, but to all Mofleins in weft.]——But of a more excellent 
general ; recommending it to them kind. Some think the meaning to 
to afhit thofe who have obtained be that the tree grows neither in 
their freedom, and paid theirranfom, the eaflern nor the weftern parts, 
either out of their own Rock, ot by butin the midit of the world, name. 
imitting them to have hare in the ly in Syria, where the bet olives 















alms (1), grow (4). 
() Al Bsspaws, (2) Idem, JALLALO’ DDI Ny {g) Idem. 
4] Idem, 


oil 


Cuap. oy. ‘Ar KORAN, 198 


oil thereof would give light, although no fire touched 
it, This is light added unto light”: Gop will direé& 
unto his light whom he pleafeth. Gop propoundeth 
parables unto men; for Gop knoweth aif things. 
In the houfes which Gop hath permitted to be raifed», 
and that his name be commemorated therein: men 
celcbrate his praife in the fame morning and even- 
ing, whom neither merchandifing, nor felling di- 
verteth from the remembering of Gop, and the ob- 
fervance of praycr, and the giving of ahns; fearing 
the day whereon inen’s hearts and eyes fhall be: trou- 
bled; that Gop may recompenfe them according to 
the utmoft merit of what they fhall have wrought, 
and may add unto them of his abundance a more ex- 
cellent reward; for Gop beltoweth on whom he 
pleafeth without meafurc. But as to the unbelievers, 
their works are like the vapour in a plain®, which 
the thirfty traveller thinketh to be water, until when 
he cometh thereto, he findeth it to be nothing; but 
he findeth Gov with him*, and he-will fully pay 


” This is light added unto light.J~ 
Ora light whofe brightne(s is doubly 
jncreated by the circumftances above- 
mentioned. : 

The commentators explain this 
allegory, and every particular of it, 
with great fubtilty; interpreting the 
light here deferibed, to be the Hight 
revealed in the Koran, or Gon’s en= 
lightening grace in the heart of man; 
and in divers other manners. 

® In the houles, &c,J—The con- 
ne€tion of thefe words is not very 
obvious. Some fuppofe they ought 
to be joined with the preceding 
words, Like a niche, or, It is lighted, 


in the houfes, &c. and that the com-: 


arifon is more ftrong and juft, by 
being made to the Jamps in Mofques, 
which are larger than thofe in pri- 
vate houfes. Some think they are 
rather to be conneéted with the fol- 
lowing words, Men praife,&c. And 
others are of opinion they are an im- 


{1) Al Betpaw:, fe) ¥. 


perfe& beginning of a fentence, and 
that the wards, Praife ye Gon, or 
the like, are to be ‘underftood. 
However the houfes here intended 
are thofe fet apart for divine wor 
fhip ; or particularly the three prin- 
cipal temples of Mecca, Medina, and 
Jerufalem (1). 

P The vapour ina. plain. J~The 
Arabic word Serab fignifies that falfe 
appearance which, in ‘the. eaftern 
countries, is often feen in. fandy 
plains about noon, refetndling a large 
lake of water in motion, and is occa- 
fioned by the reverberation of the 
fun-beams.. I6 fometimes tempts 
thirfty travellers out of their way, but 
deceives them when they come near, 
cither going forward, (for it always 
appears at the fame diftance,) or quite 
vanifhing (2). 

* He findeth Gop with him. J— 
That is, He will net efcape the na- 
tice or vengeance of Gon. 


» Curt. de rebus Alex. lib. 7, & Got. 


in Alfrag. p. 111. & in Adag, Arab. ad caleem Gram, Erp, p. 93.* 


Na 


him 


196 At KORAN. Crap. 24. 


him his account; and Gop is fwift in taking an ac- 
count; or, as the darknefs in a deep fea, covered 
by wayes riding on waves, above which are clouds, 
being additions of darknefs one over the other; when 
one ftretcheth forth his hand, he is far from feeing it: 
And unto whomfoever Gop fhall not grant his light, 
he fhall enjoy no light at all. Doft thou not per- 
ccive that all creatures both in heaven and earth 
praife Gon; and the birds alfo, extending their 
wings? Every one knoweth his prayer, and his 
praife: and Gop knoweth that which they do. 
Unto Gop belongeth the kingdom of heaven and 
earth; and unto Gop fhall be the return at the laft- 
day. Doft thou not fee that Gop gently driveth for- 
ward the clouds, and gathereth them together, and 
then layeth them on heaps? Thou alfo feeft the rain, 
which falleth from the midft thereof; and GOD 
fendeth down from heaven as it were mountains, 
wherein there is hail; he ftriketh therewith whom he 
pleafeth, and turneth the fame away from whom he 
pleafeth: the brightnefs of his lightning wanteth 
but little of taking away the fight. Goo fhifteth 
the night, and te day, verily herein is an inftruc- 
tion unto thofe who have fight. And Gop hath 
created.every animal of water‘; one of them goeth 
on his belly, and another of them walketh upon two 
feet, and another of them walketh upon four feet : 
Gop createth that which he pleafeth: for Gop is 
almighty, Now have we fent down evident figns: 
and Goo direéteth whont he pleafeth into the right 
way. The hypocrites fay, We believe in Gop, and 
on his apoftie; and we obey them: yet a part of 
them turneth back, after this; but thefe are not 
really believers. And when they are fummoned_ be- 


© Of water.]}——This affertion, water is mentioned only as the chief 
which has already occarred in ano- caufe of the growth of animals, and 
ther place (1), being not true in frit. a confiderable and neceffary conflitu- 
neds. the commentators fuppofe that ent part of their bodies. 
ty water is meant {ced; or elfe that 


(1) Chap. 21. p. 155- 
fore 
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fore Gop and his apoftle, that he may judge between 
them; behold, a part of them retire: but if the right 
had been on their fide, they would have come and 
fubmitted themfelves unto him. Is there an infirmity 
in their hearts? Do they doubt? Or do they fear left 
Gop and his apoftle a&t unjuftly towards them? But 
themfelves are the unjuft doers. The faying of the 
true believers, when they are fummoned before Goo 
and his apoftle, that he may judge between them, is no 
other than that they fay, We have heard, and do obey: 
and thefe are they who fhall profper. Whoever fhall 
obey Gon and his apoftle, and fhall fear Gop, and 
thall be devout towards him; thefe fhall enjoy great 
felicity. They fwear by Gop, with a moft folemn 
oath, that if thou commandeft them, they will go forth 
from their houfes and polleffions. Say, Swear not to 
a falfehood : obedience is more requifite: and Gop is 
well acquainted with that which ye do. Say, Obey 
Gop, and obey the apoltle : but if ye turn back, verily 
it is expeéted of him that he perform his duty, and of 
you that ye perform your duty ; and if ye obey him, 
ye thall be dire€ted: but the duty of our apoftle is 
only public preaching. Gon promifeth unto fuch of 
you as believe, and do good werks, that he will 
caufe them to fucceed the unbelievers in the earth, as 
he caufed thofe who were before you to fucceed the 
infidels of their time‘, and that he will eftablifh for 
them their religion which pleafeth them, and will 
change their fear into fecurity. They fhall warfhip 
me; and fhall not affociate any ather with me. But 
whoever fhall difbelieve after this; they will be the 


* The hypocrites fay, We believe fufed to fubmit a difpute he bad with 

in Gop and his apoftle, &c.]—This Alli to the prdpher’s decifion (2). 

Tage was occafioned by Bathir the * As he caufed thofe who were 
hivpoctite; who having a controverly before you, to fucceed the infidels of 
with a Jew, appealed to Caab Ebn al their time,]—i. e. As he canfed the 
Afhraf, whereas the Jew appealedto Ifraelites to difpaffefs the Canaan- 
Mohammed (t}; or, as others tell us, ites, Sc. 
by Mogheira Ebn Wayel, who re- 


(1) Sce chap. 4. p. 106, not. *. (2) Al Bsrpawr. 
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wicked doers, "-Obferve prayer, and give alms, and 
obey the apoftle; that ye may obtain mercy. Think 
not that the unbelievers fhall fruftrate the defigns of 
GOD..on earth: and their abode hereafter fhall be 
hell-fire; a miicrable journey fhall. it be thither! O 
true believers, let your flaves and thofe among you 
who fhall nor have attained the age of puberty, afk 
leave of you, before they come into your prefence, three 
times in the day", namely, before the morning prayer”, 
and when ye lay afide your garments at noon *, and 
after the evening prayer’. Thefe are the three times 
for you to be private: it fhall be no crime in you, or 
in them, if they go into you without afking permiffion 
aficr thele times, while ye are in frequent attendance, 
the onc of you on the other. Thus Gop declareth 
his figns unto you; for Gop is. knowing and wife. 
And when your children attain the age of puberty, 
Jet them afk leave to come into your prefence at all 
times, in the fame manner as thofe who have attained 
that age before them, afk leave. Thus Gop de- 
clareth his figns unto you; and Gon: is knowing and 
wife. As to fuch women as are palt child-bearing, 
who hope not to marry again, becaufe of their ad- 
vanced age; it fhall be no crime in them, if they lay 
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“Let your flaves and thofe who 
fhalk not have attained the age of pu- 
herty, afk leave before they came into 
your prelence, &c.]—Becaufe there 
are ceriain times when it is not con- 
venient, even for a domeftic, ora 
child, to come in to one without no- 
tice. Tt is faid this palfage was re- 
vealed on account of Afma Bint 
Morthed, whole fervant entered fud- 
dently upon her at an improper time ; 

fay, it was gecafioned by 
bn Amru, then a boy, who 

Mohammed to call 
» Went dircéily into the 
Toom where he was, without giving 
notice, and found him taking hie 
noou's nap, and inno very decent 
polture; at which Omar was fo ruf- 













fled, that he wifhed Goo would for- 
bid even their fathers, and children, 
tocome in to them abruptly, at fuch 
times-(1), : 

~ Before the morning prayer.]— 
‘Which is the time of people’s rifing 
from their beds, and Srethng them- 
felves for the day. 

* When ye Jay afide your garments 
at _noou.]—That is, when ye take 
off your upper garments to fleep at 
noon; which is a common cuftom in 
the caft, and all warm countries. 

Y And after evening prayer, |—— 
When ye undrefs yourfelves to pre- 
pare for'bed.- Al Beidawi adds a 
fourth feafon, when periniflion to 
enter mult be alked, viz, at night: 
but this follows of courfe. 


{1) Idem, 


afide 
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afide their outer garments, not fhewing their orna- 
ments‘; but if they abftain from this, it will be better . 
for them. -Gon both heareth and knoweth. It fhall -- 
be no crime in the blind, nor fhall it be any crime in 
the lame, neither fhall it be any crime in the fick, or 

in yourfelves, that ye eat in your houfes*, or in the 
houfes of your fathers, or the houfes of your mothers, 

or in the houfes of your brothers, or in the houfes of 
your fifters, or the houfes of your uncles on the fa- 
ther’s fide, or the houfes of your aunts on the father’s 
fide, or the houfes of your uncles on the mother's 
fide, or the houfes of your aunts on the mother’s fide, 

or in thofe houfes the keys wheteof ye have in your 
poffeffion, or in the houfe of your friend. It fhall 
not be any crime in you whether ye eat together, or 
feparately’. And when ye enter any houles, falute~ 
one another * on the part of Gon, with a bleffed and 
a welcome falutation, Thus Gon declareth his figns 
unto you, that ye may underftand. Verily they only 
are true believers, who believe in Gop and his apoftle, 
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See before, p. 193. 

a That ye eat in your houfes.~i. ¢. 
Where your wives or families are ; 
or in the houfes of your fons, which 
may be looked on as your own. 

This _paflage was defigned to re- 
move fome {cruples or fuperftitions 
of the Arabs in Mohammed’s time ; 
fome of whom thought their eating 
with maimed or fick people defiled 
them; others imagined they ought 
not to eat in the houfe of another, 
though ever fo nearly related to them, 
or though they wert intrufed with 
the key and care of the houfe in the 
matter’s abfence, and might therefore 
eonclude it would be no offence; 
and others declined eating with their 
friends though invited, Ici they 
fhould be burdenfome (1). The 
whole paffage feems to be no more 
than a declaration that the things 
{crupled, were perfeétly innocent ; 
however the commentators fay it is 


(1) Idem, Jarraso’ppins 


N4 


now abrogated, and that it related 
only to the old Arabs, in the infancy 
of Mohammedifm. 

> I: fhall be no crime, whether ye 
eat together or feparate.]—As the 
tribe of Leith thought it unlawful for 
a man to eat alone; and forne of the 
Ansirs, if they had a gueft with 
them, never ate but in his company 3 
fo there were others who refufed to 
eat with any, out of a fuperftitious 
caution Ieft they fhould be defited, or 
out of a hogyith greedinets (2). 

© Salute one another. }—Literally, 
yourfelves; that is, according to al 
Beidawi, the people of the hovfe, to 
whom ye are united by the tics of 
blood, and hy the common bond o} 
religion. And if there nobody 
in the boufe, fays Jallalo’ddin, falute 
yourfelves, and fay, Peace onus, and 
on the righteous fervants of Goo: 
for the angels will return your falus 
tation. 


(2) Tide. 


and 
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and when they are affembled with him on any affair 4, 
depart not, until. they ‘have obtained leave of him. 
Verily they who afk leave of thee, are thofe who be. 
lieve in Gop and his apoftle. When therefore they 
afk leave of thee to depart, on account of any bufinels 
of their own, grant leave unto fuch of them as thou 
Shalt think fit, and afk pardon for them of Gop, for 
Goon is gracious and merciful. Let not the‘ calling of 
the apoftle be efteemed among YOu, as your calling the 
One to the other’, Gop knoweth fuch of you as pri- 
vately withdraw themfelves from the affembly, taking 
thelter behind one another. But let thofe who with- 
ftand his command, take heed 3 left fome calamity 
befal them in this world, or a_ grievous punifhment be 
infli&ed on them in the life tocome. Doth not what- 
" ever is in heaven and on earth belong unto Gop? He 
well knoweth what ye are about: and’on a certain 
day they thall be affembled before him ; and he fhall 


* On any affair.J—As at public fummons, as ye would of another per. 
Prayers, or, a folemn featt, or at fon’s of equal condition with your- 
council, or on a military expedition. felves, by not obeying it, or by fi ~ 

t, Aik pardon for them of Gon.] parting out of, or coming into his 
~—Becaufe fuch departure, , though  prefence without leave firft obtained ; 
with leave, and on a reafonable ex: or, Think not that when the apoftle 
cute, isa kind of failure in the exa& calls upon Gop in prayer, it is with 
performance of their duty; feeing him, as with you, when ye prefer a 
they prefer their temporal affairs to petition to a fuperior, who fometimes 
the advancement of the true teligion rants, but a3 often denies your {uit 3 
a). Lor or, Call not to the apofile, as ye do 

f Let not the calling of the apoftle to one another, that is, b 
ot Gop be efleemed among you as, familiarly and with a loud voice; but 
your calling the one to the other.J— make ufe of fome honourable com- 
Thele words are varioufly interpret. pellation, as, O apoftle of Gon, or, 
ed: for their meaning may be, ei- O prophet of Gon, and {peak in an 
ther, Make not light of the apoftle’s humble modeft manner (2). 


(1) AlBerpaw:, ~ (2) Idem, Jarraro’ooin. 
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CH AP. Xxv. 
Intitled, AL Forxan; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


LESSED be he who hath revealed the For- 

xAan® unto his fervant, that he may be a 
preacher unto all creatures: unto whom belongeth the 
kingdom of heaven and of earth: who hath begot- 
ten no iffue; and hath rio_partnér.'in hig kingdom : 
who hath created all thitigs;. and difpofed. the farje 
according to his determinate will. Yet they have 
taken other gods befides him; which have created 
nothing, but arc themfelves created": and are able 
neither to avert evil from, nor to procure good unto 
themfelves; and have not the power of death, or of 
life, or of‘ raifing the dead. And the unbelievers __ 
fay, This Koran is no other thana forgery which © 
he hath contrived: and other people have affifted 
him therein': but they utter an unjuft thing, and a 
falfehood. They alfo fay, Thefe are fables of* the 
ancients, which he hath caufed to be written down ; 
and they are ditated. unto him morning and even-__ 
ing. Say, He hath revealed it, who knoweth the 
fecrets in heaven and earth: verily he is gracious and 
merciful. And they fay, What kind of apoltle is 
this? He eateth food, and walketh in the ftreets 5 


* Heeateth food, and walketh in 
the freets.]—-—Being fubje& to the 
ime wants andinfirmities of nature, 
and obliged to fubmit to the famelow 
means of fupporting himfelf and his 
family, with ‘ourlelves, The Mec- 


© The Forkan.J—Which is one of 
the names of the Koran. Sce the 
Prelim. Difc. fet. HI. p. 75. 

» But are themfelves created.J— 
Being either the heavenly bodies, or 
idols, the works of men’s hands. 





* See chap. 16. p. 89, It is fup- 
pofed the Jews are particularly in- 
tended in this place; becaufe they 
ufed to repeat paflages of ancient 
hiftory to Mohammed, on which 
he ufed to difcourfe and make obfer- 
vations (1). 


cans were acquainted with -Moham- 
med, and with his circumfances 
and way of life, too well to change 
their old familiarity into the reve- 
rence duc to the meffenger of Gon 5 
for a prophet hath no honour in his 
own Country. m 


(0) AlBrwawe 
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as we do: unlefs an angel be fent down unto him, 
and become a fellow-preacher with him; or unlefs a 
treafure be caft down unto him ; or he have a’ gar- 
den, of the fruit whereof he may eat ; we will not 
believe. ‘The ungodly alfo fay, Ye follow no other 
than a man who is diftraéted. Behold, what they 
liken thee unto. But they are deceived; neither can 
they find a juft occafion to reproach thee. Blefled be 
he, who, if he pleafeth, will make for thce a better 
provifion than this which they fpeak of; namely, gar- 
dens through which rivers flow: and he will provide 
thee palaces. But they rejeét the belief of the hour 
of judgment, as a falfehood : and we have prepared 
for him, who fhall reject the belicf of that hour, 
burning fire; when it fhall {ce them from a diftant 
place, they fhall hear it furioufly raging, and roar- 
ing. And when they fhall be caft bound togcther 
into a ftrait place thereof, they fhall there call for 
death ; but it fhall be anfwered them, Call not this day 
for one death, but call for many deaths. Say, Is 
this better, or a garden of eternal duration, which is 
promifed unto the pious? It fhall be given unto 
them for a reward, and a retreat: therein fhall they 
have whatever they pleafe; continuing in the fame 
for cver. This is a promife to be ‘demanded at the 
hands of thy Lory. On a certain day he fhall af 
femble them, and whatever they worfhip, befides 
Gon; and fhall fay unto the worfhipped, Did ye fe- 
duce thefe my fervants ; or did they wander of them- 
felves from the right way? They fhall anfwer, Goo 
forbid! It was not fiting for us, that we fhould 
take any protetiors befides thee: but thou didft per- 
mit them and their fathers to enjoy abundance ; fo 
that they forgat thy admonition, and became loft 
people. And GOD fhall fay unto their worfhippers, 
Now have thefe convinced you of falfehood, in that 
which ye fay: they can neither avert your punishment, 
nor give you any affiftance. And whoever of you 
firall be guilty of injuftice, him will we caufe to tafte 
a gricvous torment. We have fent no meffengers 

before 
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before thee, but they ate food, and walked through 


the ftrects 
trial u 








others, 


: and. we make fome of you an occafion of 

Will ye perfevere with patience ? 

fince your Lor regardeth your perleverar 
; 8 your F 


who hope not to meet us at the refurreGion fay, Un- 





fefs the 


with an enormous tran{: 





fay, Be this 








cffion. 
they fhall fee the engels °, 
ldings on that day for the 
cmoved far from us! 


angels be fent down unto Us, or we fee our 
Losp hintelf, we will not believe. 
have themfelves arrogant 


Verily they be- 
3; and have tranforeffed 
The day whereon 
there fhall be no glad 
wicked; and they fhall 
and we will come 


unlo the work which they fhalf have wrought, and 
we will make it as duft {eattered abroad. On that 


day {hall they who are de 


happy in an’ abode, and have 


repole at neon", 


be fent down, 


defcending vifibly therein, 


fined to paradife be more 
a preferable place of 
On that day the heaven thal] be 
cloven in funder by the clouds, and 


the angels fhall 


day the kingdom thall of right belong wholly unto 


the Merciful; and that day fhall be 
On that day, 


unbclievers, 


‘ We have made fome of you an 
occalion of trial unto others. }——Giv- 
ing occafion of envy, repining, and 
malice ; to the poor, meaa, and fick, 

lorexample, when they compare their 

own condition with that of the rich, 
the noble, and who are in health: 
and trying the people to whom 
Prophets are fent, by thofe prophets 
(1 


™ The day whereon they thall fee 
the angels. J—viz. At their death, or 
at the refurre@ion. 

" A preferable place of repofe at 
noon. ]-~For the bufinefs of the day 
of judgment will be over by that 
time; and the bleffed will pafs their 
poon in paradife, and the damned in 

ell (2), 

° Ge heavens fhall he cloven in 
funder, &c. Ji. cy They {hall part 


(1) Idem, Jarrazo’ppin 


grievous for the 
the unjuft perfon? fhall 
bite 


and make way for the clouds which 
thall defcend with the angels, bear. 
ing the books wherein every man’s 
aglions are recorded, 

? The unjutt perfon.J—It is fup- 
pofed by fome that thele words pare 
ucularly relate to Okba Ebn Abi 
Moait, who ufed to be much in 
Mohammed’s company, and having 
once invited him to an entertain 
ment, the prophet refufed to tafte 
of his meat, unlefs he would pro. 
fefs Iflam; which accordingly he 
did. Soon after, Okba, Meeting 
Obba Ebn Khalf, his intimate friend, 
and being reproached by him for 
changing his religion, affared him 
that he had not, but had only pro. 
nouuced the profeffion of faith to 
engage Mohammed to cat with him, 

caufe he could not for {hame let 

him 


(2) lidem, 


On that ~ 


ace. * They XIX, 
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bite his hands for anguifh and defpair, and fhall fay, 
O that I had taken the way of truth with the apoftle! 
Alas for me! O that I had not taken fuch a one? 
for my friend! He feduced me from the admonition 
of GOD, after it had come unto me: for the devil is 
the betrayer of man. And the apoftle fhall fay, O Lorn, 
verily my people efteemed this Koran to be a vain 
compofition. In like manner did we ordain unto every 
prophet an enemy from‘among the wicked: but thy 
Lorp is a fufficient dire€tor, and defender. The unbe- 
lievers fay, Unlefs the Koran be fent down unto him 
entire at once’, we will not believe. But in this man- 
ner have we revealed it, that we might confirm thy heart 
thereby*, and we have diétated it gradually, by dif- 
tin€&t parcels. They fhall not come unto thee with 
any ftrange queftion, but we will bring thee the 
truth in anfwer, and a moft excellent interpretation. 


Cuap, 25. 


him go out of his houfe without eats 
ing. However, Obba protefted that 
he would not be fatisfied, unlefs he 
went to Mohammed, and fet his foot 
on his neck, and {pit in his face: 
which Okba, rather than break with 
his friend, performed in the public 
hall, where he found Mohammed 
fitting ; whereupon the prophet told 
him, that if ever he mct.him out of 
Mecca, he would cut off his head. 
And he was as good as his word; for 
Okba, being afterwards taken pri- 
foner at the battle of Bedr, had his 
head ftruck off by Ali, at Moham- 
med’s command. As for Obba, he 
received a wound from the prophet’s 
own hand, at the battle of Ohad, of 
which he died at his return to Mecca 


(x). 
2 Such a one.J—According to the 
preceding note, this was Obba Ebn 
al 


" Unlefs the Koran be revealed at 


once. }——As were the Pentateuch, 
Pfalms, and Golpel, according to the 


{1) Al Berpawr. 


(2) See the Prelim. Difc, fe&. IIL. p. 84, &c. 


Mohammedan notion; whereas it 
was twenty-three years before the 
Koran was completely revealed (2), 

* That we might confirm thy 
heart.]—Both to infufe courage and 
conftancy into thy mind, and to 
flrengthen thy mcmory and under- 
ftanding. For, fay the commenta- 
tors, the prophet’s receiving the di- 
vine dire@ion, from time to time, 
how to behave, and to fpeak, on any. 
emergenc y and the frequent vifits of 
the angel Gabriel, greatly encoura, 
and {upported himtander all his Site 
ficulties: and the revealing of the 
Koran by degrees was a great, and, 
to him, a neceflary help for his re- 
taining and underflanding it; which 
it would have been impoffible for 
him to have done, with any exaét- 
nefs, had it been revealed at once; 
Mohammed’s cafe being entirely dif- 
ferent from that of Mofes, David, 
and Jefus, who could all read and 
write, whereas he was perfe@lly illi- 
terate (3). 


V. Gacntzr, Vie de Mahom. vol. 1. p. 36% 


(3) Al Beroawr, &ce 


They 
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‘They who fhall be dragged on their faces into hell, 
fhall be in the worft-condition, and {hall {tray moft 
widely from the way of falvation. . We herctofore de- 
livered unto Moszs the book of the law; and we 
appointed him Aaron his brother for a counfellor. 
And we faid unto them, Go ye to the people who 
charge our figns with falichood. And we deftroyed 
them with a fignal deftru@ion. And remember the 
people of Noau, when they accufed our apoftles of 
impofture: we drowned them, and made them a 
fign unto mankind, And we have prepared for the 
unjuft a painful torment. Remember alfo. Ap, and 
Tuamup, and thofe who dwelt at ar Rass‘; and 
many other generations, within this period. Unto 
each of them did we propound examples for their ad- 
monition; and cach of them did we deftroy with an 
utter deflru€tion, The Korersu have paffed fre 
guently near the city which was rained on by a fatal 
rain“: have they not feen where it once ftood? Yet 
have they not dreaded the refurreétion. When they 
fec thee, they will receive thee only with {coffing, 


Cuap, 25, 


* Thofe who dwelt at al Rate in Hadramaut, by which dwelt Tome 


The commentators are at a jofs 
where to place al Rafs. According 
to one opinion it was the name of a 
well (as the word fignifies) near 
Midian, about which fome idolaters 
having fixed their habitations, the 
prophet Shoaib was fent to preach to 
them; but they not believing on 
him, the well fell in, and they and 
their houfes were all {wallowed up. 
Another fuppofes it to have been a 
town in Yamama, where a remnant 
of the Thamudites fettled, to whom 
a prophet was alfo fent; but they 
flaying him, were utterly deflroyed. 
Another thinks it was a well near 
Antioch, where Habib al Najfir 
{whofe tomb is fill to be feen there, 
being frequently vifited by the Mo- 
hammedans) was martyred(i}.. And 
a fourth takes al Rafs to be a well 


(1) Anwar, Geog. V. Vit. Saiadini, p. 86. 


p. t7Z. now, 


idolatrous Thamudites, whofe pro- 
phet was Handha, or Khantala (for 

find the name written both ways) 
Ebn Safwan (2).  Thefe people 
were firft annoyed by certain mon- 
flrous birds, called Anka, which 
lodged in the mountain above them, 
and ufed to {natch away their chil- 
dren, when they wanted other prey : 
but this calamity was fo far from 
humbling them, that on their pro- 
phet’s calling down a judgment up- 
on them, they killed him, and were 
all deftroyed (3). 

» The city which was rained on by 
a fatal rain. |—viz. Sodom ;_ for the 
Koreifly often. paffed by the place 
where it once flood, in the journeys 
they took to Syria for the fake of 
trade. 


(2} See chap. ev. 


(gi AlBsrcawr, Jaccaro'pary, 


faying, 
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faying, Is this he, whom Gop hath fent as his 
apoftle? Verily he had almoft drawn us afide from 
the worfhip of our gods; if we had not firmly perfe- 
vered in our devotion towards them. But they fhalt 
know hereafter, when they fhall fee the punifhment 
prepared for them, who hath ftrayed more widely from 
the right path, What thinkeft thou? He who taketh 
his luft for his god; canft thou be his guardian” ? 
Doft thou imagine that the greater part of them 
hear, or underftand? They are no other than like 
the brute cattle; yea, they flray more widely from 
the true path. ~Doft theu not confider the works of 
thy Lorp, how he ftretcheth forth the fhadow before 
fun-rife? If he had pleafed, he would have made it 
immoveable for ‘ever. . Then we caufe the fun to 
rife, and to fhew the fame ; and afterwards we con- 
traét it by an cafy atid gradual contra€lion. It is he 
who hath ordained the night to cover you as a gar- 
ment; and flecp to give you reft; and hath ordained 
the day for waking, Itis he who fendeth the winds, 
driving abroad the pregnant clouds, as the forerun- 
ners of his mercy *: and we fend down pure water ’ 
from heaven, that we may thereby revive a dead 
country, and give to drink thereof unto what we 
have created, both of cattle and men, in great num- 
bers*; and we diftribute the fame among them. at 
various times, that they may confider; but the 
greater part of men refufe to confider, only out of in- 
gratitude’. If we had ples&1, we had fent a 


Cuar. 25, 














jut Tees 


rumieis. } 


nd to _men in great 
tis, To fuch as live 





“ Cantt thon be his guar 









Lait 











i.e. Dolt thou expert to +. 

fuch a one from idolairy and infide. in the deferts, andy are obliged 

lity ? to dria water ; which the ine 
* Sce chap. 7. p. 195. Ther: habitants of towns, and places 


well-watered, have no occafion to 
do. 


the fame various reading here. 
mentioned in the notes tothat p. 


¥ Pare water.J—Propely, p 
fying water; which epithet may 
perhaps refer to the clean{ 
lity of that element, of fo gr 
bach on religious and on common 
occufosis. 








@) 


* Ont of ingratitude.J—Or, out 
of infidelity : for id Arabs ufed 
indebted for 
ms, nctto Gon, but to the 
influence of fome particular flars 


(1h, 






See the Prelim. Dife. &@. 1. p. 41. 


preacher 
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obey the unbelievers 3 

with a ftrong oppofition, 
the two feas; 
bitter 


created man of water¢ 
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: wherefore do not thou 


but oppofe them herewith, 

It is he who hath let loofe 
this frefh and fweet, 
: and hath placed between them a bar’, anda 
bound which cannot be paffed. 


and that falt and 


It is he who hath 


3 and hath made him to bear 


the double relation of confanguinity and affinity ; for 


thy Lorn is powerful. 
that which can neither 


his Lorn’ 
a bearer of good tidings, 


They worthip, befides Gop, 
profit them nor hurt them: 
and the unbeliever is an afi 
We have fent 


ftant of the devil againit 
thee to be no other than 


and a denouncer of threats, 


Say, I afk not of you any reward for this my preach- 
ing; befides the converfién of hin who fhalf defire to 


take the way 
in him who liveth, and 
praife: (he is fufficient! 
of his servants :) who h 
the earth, and whatey 


die 


faid unto the unbeli 
reply, And who is the M 


that which thou commandeft us? 


* We had fent a preacher unto 
every city.}-—-—And had not given 
thee, O Mohammed, the honour and 
trouble of heing a preacher to the 
whole world in general. 

© A bar.J--To keep them afin. 
der, and prevent the: mixing with 
each other. The original word is 
barzakh; which has been already 

eplained (1), 

Jf water. J~With which Adam's 
primitive clay was mixed 3 or, of 
feed. See chap. a4. p. 196, not. ¥, 

e art of the devi! again(t 
his Loan.J—Joining with him in 
his rebellion and imbdelity. Some 
think Abu Jah} is particularly fruck 

















(1) See chap. 92. p. 185. not.s, 


unto his Lorn‘, 


evers, Adore the Merciful ; 


And do thou trait 
th not; and celebrate his 


y acquainted with the faults 
ath created the heavens and 
er“is between them, in fix 
days; and then afcended his th 
Aik now the knowing concernin 


rone ; the Merciful, 
g him. When it is 
they 
adore 
And this precept 


erciful®? Shall we 


at in this paflace. The words may 
alfo be tranfisted, The unbeliever ie 
contemptible in the fightofhis Lor ps 

* Befides the converfion of him 
who fhall take the way unto his 
Loxn.]—Secking to draw near unto 
kim, by embracing thereligion taugkt 
by me bis apoille; which is the belt 
serurn I expeét from you for my 
Isbours (2). ‘The paffige, how. 
ever, is capable of another mean. 
ing, viz. That Mohammed defires 
Sone to give, bat him who. fhall 
contribute freely and volunarily 
towards the advancement of Con's. 
nue seligion, 

& Seechap. 17, p. 131. 











(2} Al Bernawi, 
caufeth 
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caufeth them to fly the fafter from the faith. Bleffed 
be he who hath placed the twelve figns in the hea- 
vens ; and hath placed therein a lamp" by day, and 
the moon which fhineth by night! Itis he who hath 
ordained the night and the day to fucceed each other, 
for the obfervation of him who will confider, or de- 
fireth to fhew-his gratitude. The fervants of the 
~ Merciful; are thofe who walk meekly on the earth, 
and, when the ignorant fpeak unto them, anfwer, 
Peace!: and who pafs the night adoring their Lorn, 
_and ftanding up to pray unto him; and who fay, O 
Lorp, ayert from us the torment of hell, for the 
torment thereof is perpetual ; verily the fame is a ‘ 
mifcrable abode, and a wretched ftation: and who, 
when they beftow, are neither profufe, nor niggard- 
ly; but obferve a juft medium between thefe*; and 
who invoke not another god together with the truc 
Gon ; neither flay the foul, which Gop hath for- 
bidden.to be flain, unlefs for a juft caufe: and who 
are not guilty of fornication, But he who fhall do - 
this, fhall mect the reward of his wickednefs: his 
punifhment fhall be doubled unto him on the day of 
refurre@tion ; and he fhall remain therein, covered 
with ignominy, for ever: except him who fhall re- 
pent, and believe, and fhall work a righteous work ; 
unto them will Gop change their former evils into 
good'; for Gop is ready to forgive, and merciful. 
And whoever repenteth, and doth that which is 
right; verily he turneth unto Gop with an acceptable 
converfion. And they who do not bear falfe witnefs ; 
and when they pafs by vain difcourie, pafs by the 
_ fame with degency : and who, when they are admo- 
nifhed by the figns of their Lorp, fall not down as 


» A lamp. 14. ¢. Phe fan. 1 Gon will change their former 

i Peace 5 is intended here evils mo good.] — Blotting out their 
not asa faluiation. but as a waving former rebellion, on their repent- 
all farther difee and communica- ance, and confirming and increafing 
tion with the idolaters. their faith and obedience (1). 

& Sec chap, 17. p. 100. 








if 
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if they were deaf and blind, but ftand up and are at- 
tentive thereto: and who fay, O Lorn, grant us of 
our wives and our offspring fuch as may be the fatis- 
faGtion of our eyes ; and make us patterns unto thofe 
who fear thee. Thefe fhall be rewarded with the 
higheft apartments in paradife, becaufe they have 
perfevered with conftancy ; and they fhall meet there- 
in with greeting and falutation ; they fhall remain ‘in 
the fame for ever: it fhall be an excellent abode, and 
a delightful ftation. Say, My Lorp is not folicitous 
on your account, if ye do not invoke him: ye have 
already charged his apoftle with impofture ; but. here- 
after’ fhall there be a Jafting punifhment infli@ed 
on you. ‘ , 


CHAP. XXVIL 
Intitled, The Poets”; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


S.M.° Thefe are the figns of the perfpicu- 

» ous book. Peradventure thou afflifteft thy- 
felf unto death, left the Meccans become not true 
believers. If we pleafed, we could fend down unto 
them a convincing fign from heaven, unto which their 
necks would humbly fubmit. But there cometh un- 
to them no admonition from the Merciful, being 
newly revealed as occafions require, but they turn afide 
from the fame; and they have charged it with falfe- 
hood: but a meffage fhall come unto them, which 
they fhali not laugh to feorn. Do they not behold 
the earth, how many vegetables we caufe to {pring up 
therein, of every noble fpecies? Verily herein is a 


= The chapter bears this infcrip- at thefe words, And thofe who err - 


tion, becavfe at the conclufion of it, follow the poets, &c. fome take to 

the Arabian poets are feverely cen- have been revealed at Medina. 

fured. . ° See the Prelim. Dic, fe&, IE 
® The five laft verfes, beginning p. 78, &c. 


Vou, It. Oo fign: 
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fign: but the greater part of them do not believs, 
Verily thy Lonp is the mighty, the merciful Gov? 
Remember when thy Loro called Mosss, faying, Go . 
to the unjuft people, the people of Praraon; will 
they not dread me? Moses anfwered, O Lorp, 
verily I fear left they accufe ‘me of falfehood, and 
left my breaft become ftraitened, and my tongue be 
not ready in fpeaking’ : fend therefore unto. AARON, 


to be my affiftant. 
againft me?; 


Alfo they have a crime to obje& 
and I fear they will put me to death. 


GOD faid, They fhall by no means put thee to death: 
wherefore go ye with our figns; for we ill be with 
you, and will hear what pafles between ydeMind them. 
Go ye therefore unto Puaraon, and fay, Verily we 
are the apoftle' of the Lop of all creatures: fend 
away with us the children of Israrr. And when they 
had delivered their meffage, Puaraon anfwered, Have 
we not brought thee up among us, when a child; and 


haft thou not dwelt among us for feveral 


lifes? 
haft done: 
Moses replied, I did 


years of thy 


Yet haft thou done thy deed’ which thou 
and thou art an ungrateful  -perfon. 
it indeed, and I was one of 


thofe who erred‘; wherefore I fled from you, be- 
caufe I feared you: but my Lorp hath beftowed on 
me wifdom, and hath appointed me one of his apoftles. 
And this is the favour which thow.haft.beftowed on 


me, that thou haft enflaved the chik 
Puaraon faid, And who is:the:Li 
tures? Moses apfwered, The Lorb’ 6 


nOf Israzr. 
sii f all crea- 
en and 








earth, and whatever is between them y if: Ye are men 


® See chap. 20, p. 140. 

4 A crime. |——viz. The having 
killed an Egyptian (1). 

* ‘The apoftle.}—The word is in 
the fingular number in the original ; 
for which the commentators give 
feveral reafons. 

* For feveral years.J——It is faid 
that Mofes dwelt among the Egypti- 
aus thirty years, and then went to 


(t) See chap. 28. 


> 
Midian, where he ftaid ten years 5 
after which he returned to Egypt, 
and fpent thirty years in endeavour- 
ing to convert them; and that he 
lived after the drowning of Pharaoh 
fifty years (2). 
* Twas one of thofe who erred. J— 
Having killed the Egyptian unde- 
fignedly. 


(2) Al Barwawr. 
of 


? 
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@f fagacity. Puaraon faid unto thofe who were 
about him, Do ye not hear? Moses faid, Your 
Lorp, andthe Lorp of your forefathers. PHaraow 
faid unto thofe who were prefent, Your apoftle, who is 
fent unto you, is certainly diftratted*. Moses faid, 
The Lorp of the eaft; and of the weft, and of what- 
ever is between them; if ye are men of underftand- 
ing. Puaraon faid unto him, Verily if thou take 
any god befides me, I will make thee one of thofe 
who are imprifoned*. Moses anfwered, What, al- 
though I come unto you with a convincing miracle ? 
Puaraouesyeplied, Produce it therefore, if thon 
{peakeft truth. And he caft down his rod, and be- 
hold, it became’a vifible ferpent: and he drew forth 
his hand out of his bofom; and behold, it appeared 
white unto the fpectators. Puaraon faid unto the 
princes who were about him, Verily this man is a 
fkilful magician: he feeketh to difpoffefs you of 
your land by his forcery ; what therefore do ye di- 
ret? They anfwered, Delay him, and his brother, 
by good words for a time; and fend through the cities 
men to affemble and bring unto thee every {kilful 
magician. So the magicians were affembled at an 
appointed time, on a folemn day, And it was faid 
unto the people, Are ye affembled together? Per- 
haps we may folldw the magicians, if they do get 
3 ; 
SEEN Moles a 
given but-wildvantwers te his quef- 


« Your apoltle 


that Pharaoh claimed the worfhip of 
his fubjeéts, as due to bis fupreme 
power. 





tion; for he wanted to know the 
perfon and ttue nature of the Gop 
whole meffenger Mofes pretended to 
be; whereas he fpoke of his works 
only, And becgufe this anfwer gave 
fo litle fatisfa&tion to the king, he is 
therefore fuppofed by fome to have 
been a Dahrite, or ane who belicved 
the eternity of the world (1). 

~ Ifthou take any god befides me.] 
From this and a parallel expreflion 
in the 28th chapter, it is inferred 


* I will make thee one of thofe 
who are imprifoned. ]—Thefe words, 
faysal Beidawi, were a more terri- 
ble menace than if he had faid I will 
imprifon thee ;*and gave Mofes to 
underfland, that he muft expe& to 
keep company with thofe wretches 
whom the tyrant had thrown, as 
was his cuflom, into a deep dun- 
gson, where they remained till they 

ied. 


(1) Idem, 


O02 


the 
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the vilory. And when the magicians were come, 
they faid unto Puaraon, Shall we certainly receive 
a reward, if we do get the vittory ? He anfwered, 
Yea;-and ye fhall furely be of thofe who approach 
my perfon. Mosss faid unto them, Caft down what 
ye are about to caft down. Wherefore they caft 
down their ropes and their rods, and faid, By the 
might of Paaraon, verily we fhall be the conque- 
rors. And: Moszs caft down his rod, and behold, 
it fwallowed up that which they had caufed falfely to 
appear changed into ferpents. Whereupon the magi- 
cians proftrated themfelvcs, worfhipping, and faid, 
We believe in the Lono of all creatures, the Lorp 
of Moses and of Aaron. Puaraon faid unto 
them, Have ye believed on him, before I have given 
you permiffion? Verily he is your chief, who hath 
taught you magic’: but hereafter ye fhall furely 
know my power. I will cut off your hands and your 
feet, on the oppofite fides, and. I’ will crucify you all. 
They anfwered, It will be no unto us: for we 
fhall return unto our Loro. We hope that our 
Loxp will forgive us our fins, fince we are the firft 
who have believed, And we fpake by revelation 
unto Mosss, faying, March forth with my fervants 
by night; for ye will be purfued. And Pxaraon 
fent officers through the cities to affemble forces, fay- 
ing, Verily thefe are a fmall company ; and they are 
enraged againft us: but we are a multitude well pro- 
vided, So we caufed them to quit their gardens, and 
fountains, and treafures, and fair dwellings: thus 
did we do; and we made the children of Israzt to 
inherit the fame*. And they purfued them at fun- 


#12 


¥ ‘Who bath taught you magic. ]-= 
But has referved the moft efficacious 
feerets to humfelf (1). 
p- 204, &e. 







me.]—Hence fome 
tuppofe the Mfraelites, after the de- 
firuftion of Pharaoh and his hofi, 


(2) Janzare’pprs, Yaura, 


returned to Egypt, and poffeffed 
themfelves of the riches of that 
country (2). But. others are of 
opinion, that the meaning is no 
more than that Gov gave them the 
hke poffefions and ‘dwellings in 
another country (3). 


(3) Al Zamann, 


rife. 
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rife. And when the two armies were come in fight of 
cach other, the companions of Moses faid, We fhall 
furely be overtaken. Moses anfwered, By no means: 
for my Loro is with me, who will furely dire&t me. 
And we commanded Moses, by revelation, faying, 
Smite the fea with thy rod. And when he had {mitten 
it, it became divided into twelve parts, between which 
were as many paths, and every part was like a valt 
mountain, And we drew thither the others; and we 
delivered Moses and all thofe who were with him: 
then we drowned the others. Verily herein wasa fign; 
but the greater part of them did not believe. Verily 
_thy Lorp is the mighty, and the merciful. And rehearfe 
‘unto them the ftory of Asaanam: when he faid unto 
his father, and his people, What do ye worfhip? They 
anfwered, We worfhip idols ; and we conftantly ferve 
them all the day long. Asranam faid, Do they hear 
you, when ye invoke them? Or do they either profit 
you, or hurt you? They anfwered, But we found our 
fathers do the fame. He faid, What think ye? The 
gods which ye worlhip, and your forefathers worfhip: 
ped, are my enemy : except only the Lorp of all crea- 
tures, who hath created me, pe | dire&teth me; and who 
giveth me to eat, and to drink, and when I am fick, 
healeth me; and who will caufe me to die, and will 
afterwards reftore me.to life; and who, I hope, will 
forgive my fins on the day of judgment. O Lorn, 
grant me wifdom; and join me with the righteous: 
and grant that I may be fpoken of with honour? among 
the lateft pofterity; and make me an heir of the garden 
of delight: and forgive my father, for that he hath_ 
been one of thofe who go aftrays, And cover 


» Grant that I may he fpoken of fuppofe Abraham pronounced this 
with honour. ]—Literally, Grant me prayer after his father’s death, think~ 
a tongue of truth, that is, a high en- Ing that pofibly he might have been 
comium. The fame expreflion is inwardly a true believer, but had 
ufed in chap. 19. p- 133. not. *. concealed his converfion for fear of 

© And forgive my father, &c.—By N' imrod, and before he was farbidden 
difpofing him to repentance, and the _ to pray for him (1). 
receiving of the true faith. Some 


(2) See chap, 9. p. 262. and chap. 14. Pp. 67, 63. 
O38 me 
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me not with fhame on the day of refurre@ion; on the 
day in which neither riches nor children fhall avail, 
unlefs unto him who thall come unto Gop with a fin- 
cere heart : when paradife fhall be brought near to the 
view of the pious, and hell fhall appear plainly to thofe 
who fhall have erred 3; and it fhall be faid unto them, 
Where are your deities which ye ferved befides Gop? 
will they deliver you from punifhment, or will they 
deliver themfeives? And they fhall be caft into the 
fame, both they, and thofe who have been feduced to 
their worfhip ; and all the hoft of Esxis. ‘The feduced 
fhall difpute therein with their falfe gods, faying, By 
Gop, we were ina manifeft error, when we equalled 
you with the Lorn of reatures: and none feduced 
us but the wicked. W€have now no interceflors, nor 
any friend who careth for us. If we were allowed to 
return once more into the world, we would certainly 
become truc belicvers. Verily herein was a fign: but 
the greater part of them believed not. Thy Lorp is 
the mighty, the merciful. The people of Noan 
accufed GOD’s meffengers of impofture : when their 
brother Noan {aid unto them, Will ye not fear 
GOD? Verily I ama faithful meflenger unto you; 
wherefore fear Gop, and obey me. I afk no re- 
ward of you for my preaching unto you; I expect 
my reward from no other than the Logp of all crea- 
tures: wherefore fear Gop, and obey me. They 
anfwered, Shall we believe on. thee, when only the 
moft abje& perfons have followed thee? Noau faid, 
I have no knowledge of that which they did*; it 
appertaineth unto my Loxp alone to bring them to 
account, if ye underfland; wherefore J will not 
drive away the-believers*: I am no more than a 
public preacher. They replied, Affuredly, unlefs 
thou defift, O Noa, thou fhalt be ftoned. He 


* See chap. e1. p. 164. T have preached, out of the fincerity 
* I have ro knowledge of that of their hearts, or in profpeé of fome 
which they did.J—i. e, Whether worldly advantage, 
they bave embraced the faith which F See chap. 11. p. 19. 


- faid, 
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faid, O Lorp, verily my people take me for a liar: 
wherefore judge publicly between me and them; and 
deliver me and the truc believers who are with me, 
Wherefore we delivered him, and thofe who were with 
him, in the ark filled with men and animals; and after- 
wards we drowned the reft. Verily herein was a fign: 
but the greater part of them believed not. Thy Lorp 
is the mighty, the merciful. The tribe of Ap charged 
GOD’s meffengers with falfehood: when their brother 
Hup faid unto them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily 
Tama faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear 
Gop, and obey me. I demand not of you any reward 
for my preaching unto you: I expeét my reward from 
no other than the Loro of all creatures. Do ye build 
a land-mark on cvery high place, to divert yourfelves®? 
And do ye ereét magnificent works, hoping that ye may- 
continue in their poffeffion for ever? And when ye 
exercife your power, do ye exercife it with cruelty and 
rigour"? Fear Gop, by leaving thefe things; and 
obey me. And fear him who hath beftowed on you 
that which ye know: he hath beftowed on you cat- 
tle, and children, and gardens, and fprings of wa- 
ter. Verily I fear for you the punifhment of a 
grievous day. They anfwered, It is equal unto us 
whether tho) admonifh_us, or doft not admonish us: 
thus which thou preacheff is only a device of the anci- 
ents; neither fhall we be punifhed for what we have 
done, And they accufed him of impofture: where- 
(fore we deftroyed them. - Verily herein was a fign: 

but the greater part of them believed not. Thy 

Lorp is the mighty, the merciful. The tribe of 

Tuamup alfo charged the meffengers of GOD with 

falfehood, When their brother Saven faid unto 


® Do ye build a Jand-mark on every 
high place, to divert yourfelves?}-Or 
to mock the paflengers; who dire&t 
themfelves in their journeys by the 
flars, and have no need of fuch build- 
angs (1)? 


(1) Al Bsrpawr. 
(8) 


® Do ye_exercife it with cruelty 
and rigour? ]—Putting to death, and 
infli€ting other corporal punifhments 
without mercy, and rather for the 
fatisfaftion of your _paffion than the 
amendment of the fufferer (2). 


(2) Idem. 


4 them, 
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them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily I ama faith- 
ful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear Gon, and 
obey me. I demand no reward of you for my preach- 
ing unto you; I expeét my reward from no other than 
the Loxo of all creatures. Shall ye be left for ever 
fecure in the poffeffion of the things which are here; 
among gardens, and fountains, and corn, and palm- 
trees, whofe -branches fheathe their flowers? And 
will ye continue to cut habitations for yourfelves out 
of the mountains, behaving with infolence'? Fear 
Gop, and obey me; and obey not the command of 
the tranfgreffors, who a€t corruptly in the earth, 
and reform not the fame. They anfwered, Verily 
thou art diftratted; thou art no other than a man 
like unto us: produce now fome fign, if thou 
fpeakeft truth. Saxen faid, This fhe-camel hall be 
a fign unto you: fhe fhall have her portion of water, 
and ye fhall have your portion of water alternately, on 
a feveral day appointed for you*; and do her no 
hurt, left the punifhment of a terrible day be in- 
flied on you. But they flew her; and were made 
to repent of their impicty: for the punifhment which 
had been threatened overtook them. Verily herein 
was a fign; but the greater part of them did not be- 
lieve. Thy Loxp is the mighty, the merciful. 
The people of Lor likewifé accufed GOD's meffen. 
gers of impofture. When their brother Lor faid 
unto them, Will ye not fear GOD? Verily I am a 
faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore fear Gop, 
and obey me. I demand no reward of you for my 
preaching: I expeét my reward from no other than’ 
the Lorp of all creatures. Do ye approach unto 
the males among mankind, and leave your wives 


¥ Behaving with infolence.J—~Gr, 


as the original word may alfo be ren- 
dered, fhewing art and ingenuity in 
your work, 

* She fhall have her portion of 
water, and ye fhall have your portion 
of water alternately, on a feveral day 


appointed for you.]—That is, They 


were to have the ufe of the water by 
turns, the camel drinking one day, 
andthe Thamudites drawing the other 
day; for when this camel drank, 
fhe emptied the wells or brooks 
for that day. See chap. 7. p. 199, 
not, §, 


which 
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which your Loxp hath created for you? Surely ye are 
.- people who tranfgrefs. They anfwered, Unlefs thou 
defit, O Lor, thou fhalt certainly be expelled our city. 
- He faid, Verily Lam one of thofe who abhor your 
doings: O Lorp, deliver me, and my family, from 
that which they a€t. Wherefore we delivered him, 
and all his family ; except an old woman, his wife, who 
perifhed among thofe who remained behind: then we 
deftroyed the re(t; and we rained on them a fhower of 
ftones ; and terrible was the fhower which fell on thofe 
who had been warned in vain. Verily herein was a 
fign ; but the greater part of them did not believe. Thy 
Lorp is the mighty, the merciful. The inhabitants of 
-the wood! alfo accufed Gon’s meffengers of impoflure. 
When Soars faid unto them, Will ye not fear GOD? 
Verily Iam a faithful meffenger unto you: wherefore 
fear Gop, and obey me. I afk no reward of you for 
my preaching: I expe&t my reward from no other 
than the Lord of all creatures. Give juft meafure, 
and be not defrauders; and weigh with an equal ba- 
lance; and diminifh not unto men aught of their 
matters; neither commit violence in the earth, ating 
corruptly. And fear him who hath created you, 
and alfo the former generations. They anfwered, 
Certainly thou art diftraéted: thou art no more than 
aman, like unto us; and we do furely efteem thee 
to be aliar. Caufe now a part of the heaven to fall 
upon us, if thou fpeakeft truth. Suoars faid, My 
Lorp beft knoweth that which we do. And they - 
charged him with falfehood: wherefore the punifhment 
of the day of the fhadowing cloud overtook them ; 


1 See chap. 1B p- 73+ Shoaib being m The fhadowing cloud.}~Gon 


not called the brother of thefe peo- 
ple, which would have preferved the 
conformity between this paffage and 
the preceding, it has been thought 
they were not Midianites, but of ano- 
ther race: however we find that the 
prophet taxes them with the fame 
crimes as he did thofe of Midian (1), 


(+) Sce chap. 7. Ps 202, 


fir plagued tRem with fuch intole- 
rable heat for feven days, that all 
their waters were dried up; and then 
broughe a cloud over them, under 
whofe fhade they ran, and were all 
deflroyed by a hot wind aud fre 
which proceeded from it (2). 


(2) Al Bzipawi- 
and 
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and this was the punifhment of a grievous day, Ve- 
rily herein was a fign; but the greater part of them did 
not believe. The Logp is the mighty, the merciful. 
This book is certainly a revelation from the Lord of all 
creatures, which the faithful fpirit™ hath cauled to de- 
fcend upon thine heart, that thou mighteft be a preacher 
to thy people, in the perfpicuous Arabic tongue: and 
itis borne witnels to in the feriptures of former ages. 
Was it nota fign unto them, that the wife men among 
the children of Israz. knew it? Had we revealed it 
unto any of the foreigners, and he had read the fame 
unto them, yet they would not have believed therein, 
Thus have we caufed obftinate infidelity to enter the. 
hearts of the wicked: they thall not believe therein, 
unl they tee a painful punifhment. Ie hall come 
fuddenly upon them, and they hall not forelee it: and 
they fhall fay, Shall we be refpited? Do they there- 
fore defire our punifhment to be haftened °? What: 
thinkeft thou? If we fuffer them to enjoy the advan. 
tage of this life for feveral ycars, and afierwards that 
with which they are threatened come upon them; what 
will that which they have enjoyed profit them? - 
We have deftroyed no city, but preachers were firft 
fent unto it, to admonifh the inhabitants thereof; 
neither did we treat them unjuftly. The devils did 
not defcend with the Koran, as the infidels give out: 
it is not for their purpofe, neither are they able to 
produce fuch a book; for they are removed from hear- 
ing the difcourfe of the angels inheaven?, Invoke no 
other god with the true Gop, left thou become one 
of thofe who. are doomed to punifhment. And ad- 
monifll: thy more near relations’. And behave thy- 
. felf 


* The faithfal fpirit.J—i.e. Gas deftruGion on them, as a shower of 
briel; who is intrufled with the di- flones, &c. 
vene fecrets and revelations. P Sce chap. 15. p. 70. 

* Do they defire our punifhment @ Preach to thy near relations. J— 
tobe haftened ?|—The infidels were Fhe commentators fuppofe the fame 
continually defying Mohammed to command to have been virtuail 
brug dome fignal and miraculous contained in the feventy-fourt! 

chapter, 
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felf with meeknefs' towards the truce believers who 
follow thee: and if they be difobedient unto thee, 
fay, Verily I am clear of that which ye do. And. 
truft in the moft mighty, the merciful GOD; who 
feeth thee when thou rifeft up, and thy behaviour 
among thofe who worfhip*; for he both heareth and 
knoweth. Shall I declare unto you upon whom the 
devils defcend? They defcend upon every lying and 
wicked perfon': they learn what is heard"; but the 
greater part of them are liars. - And thofe who err 
follow the fteps of the poets: doft thou not fee that 
they rove as bereft of their fenfes through every valley 5 


rs 


chapter, which is prior to this in point 
of time (1). It is faid that Moham- 
med, on receiving the paflage before 
us, went up immediately to mount 
Safi, and having called the feveral 
families to him, one by one, when 
they were all aflembled, afked them, 
whether if he fhould tell them, that 
mountain would bring forth a fmaller 
mountain, they would believe him ; 
to which they anfwered in the affir- 
mative, Verily, fays he, Iam a 
warner fent unto you, before a fe~ 
vere chaftifement (2). 

' Behave thyfelf with meeknefs.] 
—Literally, Lower thy wing. 

* Who Reeth thee ‘when thou rife 
up, and thy behaviour among thofe 
who worfhip.J—i. e. Who feeth 
thee when thou rifeft up, to watch 
and fpend the night in religious exer- 
cifes, and obferveth thy anxious care 
for the Moflems exaét performance of 
their duty. Ie is faid that the night 
on which the precept of watching was 
abrogated, Mohammed went pri- 
vately from one houfe to another, to 
fee how bis companions {pent the 
time; and that he found them fo ine 
tent in reading the Koran, and re- 

eating their prayers, that their 
Pontes: by reafon of the humming 
noife they made, feemed to he fo 








(1) See the notes thereon, and the Prelim. Difc. fe&. II. 
(4) Idem, Jaznazo’ppin. 


(3) Idem. 


Bzrpawi. 


many nefts of hornets (3). Some com- 
mentators, however, fuppofe that by 
the prophet’s behaviour, in this place, 
are meant the various pottures he 
ufed in praying at the head of his 
companions; as_ftanding, bowing, 
proftration, and fitting ( \e 
' The devils defend upon every 
lying and wicked perfon. }-The pro- 
het, having vindicated himfelf 
rom the charge of having commu- 
nication with the devils, by the 
oppofition between his doftrine and 
their defigns, and their inability to 
compofe fo confiftent a book as the 
Koran, proceeds to fhew that the per- 
fons moft likely to a correfpondence 
with thofe evil fpirits, were Jiars and 
flanderers, that 1s, his enemies and 
oppofers. 

* They learn what is heard.]-i. ¢ 
They.are taught by the fecret infpi- 
ration of the dévils, and receive their 
idle and inconfiftent fuggeftions for 
truth, It being uncertam whether 
the flanderers ot the devils be the 
nominative cafe to the verb, the 
words may alfo be rendered, They 
impart what they hear; that 1s, The 
devils acquaint their correfpondents 
on earth with fuch incoherent fcraps 
of the angels difcourfe, as they caa 
hear by ftealth (5). 


57s 2) Al 
P40} ac 


and 
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and that they fay that which they do not: except 


thofe who believe, 


and do good works, and remem- 


ber Gop frequently ; and who defend themfelves, after 


they have been unjuftly treated*, 


And they who a@& 


unjuftly fhall know hereafter, with what treatment they 


fhall be treated. 


~ They rave as bereft of their 
fenfes through every valley, &e,J— 
‘Their compofitions being as wild as 
the a€tions of a diflraéied man: for 
moft of the ancient poetry was full 
of vain imaginations: as fabulous 
Nlorics and defcriptions, love-verfes, 
tlatery, exceflive commendations of 
their patrons, and as exceffive. re- 
proaches of their enemies, incite- 
ments to vicious aGtions, vain-glori- 
ous vauntings, and the like (1). 

* Except thofe who believe, &c.] 
-~—-That is, Such poets as had rm- 
braced Mohammedi{m; whofe works, 





moral virtues; without any fatirical 
inve@iives, unlefs againft fuch ag have 
iven jutt provocations, by having 
Ertatackes them, or fome others of 
the true believers, with the fame 
weapons. In this laf} cafe Moham- 
med {aw it was neceffarv for him to 
borrow affiftance from the poets of 
his party, to defend himfelf and relig 
ion from the infults and ridicule of 
the others; for which purpofe he 
employed the ens of Labid Ebn 
Rabija (2), bdv'llah Ebn Rawaha, 
Haffan Ebn Thabet, and the two 
Caabs. It is related that Mohammed 


free from the prophanenefs of the 
former, ran chiefly on the praifes 
of Gop, and the efablifhing his 
mnitv, and contain exhortations to 
obedience and other religious and 


once faid to Caab Ebn Malec. Ply 
them with fatires; for, by him in 
whofe hand my foul is, they wound 
more deeply than arrows (3). 


fn) Tidem, (2) Sce the Prelim. Dife, fet. IIL, p. 80. 


Baroawt. 


(3) Al 


CHAP. XXVIII 
Tnutled, The Ant’; revealed at ‘Mecca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


T S. Thefe are the figns of the Koran, and 
« of the perfpicuous book: a dire@tion, and 
good tidings unto the true believers; who regularly 
perform their prayer, and give alms, and firmly be- 
_Jieve in the life to come. As to thofe who believe 
not in the life to come, we have prepared their 


3 In this chapter is related, among 


the ant, which has therefore by 
ather ilrange things, an odd flory of ‘on fo i ° mE me 


pitched on for the title, ; 
: works ° 
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works for them*; and they fhall be fruck with 
aftonifhment at their difappointment, when they fhall 
be raifed again: thefe are they whom an evil punifhi= 
ment awaiteth in this life; and in that which is to 
come they fhall be the greateft lofers. Thou haft 
certainly received the Koran from the prefence of 
a wife, a knowing GOD. Remember when Moses 
faid unto his family, Verily I perceive fire: I will 
bring you tidings thereof, or I will bring you a 
lighted brand, that ye may be warmed* And 
when he was come near unto it, a voice cried unto 
him, faying, Bleffed be he who is in the fire, and 
whoever is about it; and praife be unto Gon, the 
Lorp of allcreatures! O Moses, verily I am Gop, 
the mighty, the wife: caft down now thy rod, And 
when he faw it, that it ryoved, as though it had been 
a ferpent, he retreated and fled, and returned not. 
And GOD faid, O ‘Moses, fear not; for my mef-~ 
fengers are not difturbed with fearin my fight ; ex- 
cept he who fhall have done amifs, and fhall have 
afterwards fubftituted good in lieu of evil; for Iam__ 
gracious and merciful‘. Moreover put thy hand in- 
to thy bofom ; it fhall come forth white, without 
hurt: this fhall be one among the nine figns* unto 
Puaraon and his people: for they are a wicked 
people. And when our vifible figns had come unto 
them, they faid, This is manifeft forcery. And they 
denied them, although their fouls certainly knew 


Cuar. 37. 


+ We have prepared their works 
for them.]——By rendering them 
pleafing and agreeable to their cor- 
Tupt natures and inclinations, 

+2 See chap. 80. p. 139. 

» Bleffed be he whois in the fire, 
and about it.J]—Some fuppofe Goo 
to be intended by the former words, 
and by the latter, the angels who 
were piefent (1); others think Mofes 
and the angels are here meant, or all 
perfuns in general in this holy plain, 
and the country round it (2). 

© Except be who fhall have done 


(1) Yaura. 


(2) Javearo’oo:s, Al Bsrpawr. 


amifs; &c.]-—This exception was de+ 
figned to qualify the preceding af- 
fertion, which feemed too general : 
for feveral of the prophets have been 
fubjec&t to figs, though not great 
oncs, before’ their miffion; for 
which they had reafon to appre~ 
hend Gon’s anger, though they 
are here affured that their fubfe~ 
quent merits intitle them to his pars 
dor. It is fuppofed that Mofes’s 
killing the Egyptian undefignedly is 
hinted at (3). 
4 See chap. 17. p. 310. not, *, 


(3) lidem, 
them 
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them to be from GOD, out of iniquity and pride: 
but behold what was the end of the Corrupt doers. 
We heretofore beftowed knowledge on Davin and 
Sotomon; and they faid, Praife be unto Gop, who 
hath made us more excellent than many of his faith- 
ful fervants! And Sotomon was Davin’s heir®; 
and he faid, O men, we have been taught the fpeech 
of birds‘, and have had all things beftowed on us; 
this is manifeft excellence. And his armies were 
gathered together unto Sotomon, confifting of geniis, 
and men, and birds; and they were led in diftin@ 
bands, until they came into’ the valley of ants *, 
And anant, feeing the hofts approaching, faid, O ants, 
enter ye into your habitations, left Sotomon and his 
army tread you under foot, and perceive it not, 
And Sotomon {miled, laughing at her words, and 
faid, O Lorn, excite me that I may be thankful for 
thy favour, wherewith thou haft favoured me, and 
my parents; and that I may do that which is tight, 
and well-pleafing unto thee: and introduce me, 
through thy mercy, into paradife, among thy fer- 
vants the righteous. And be viewed the birds, and 
faid, What is the reafon that I fee not the lap- 
wing’? Is fhe abfent? Verily I will chaftife her 

with 
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- © Solomon was David’s heir.J— 
Inheriting not only his kingdom, 
butalfo the prophetical office, pre- 
srably to his other fons, who were 
no Jefs than nineteen (1). 

* We have been taught the fpeech 
of birds.}—That is, The meaning 
of their feveral voices, though not 
articulate ; of Solomon’s interpreta- 
tion whereof the commentators give 
feveral inftances (2). * 

® His army confilting of genii, 
&c.J—For this fancy, as well as the 
former, Mohammed was cbliged to 
the Talmudifis (3), who, according 
to their manner, have interpreted 
the Hebrew words of Solomon (4), 


(1) Idem. 


(2) See Marracc. not. in loc. Pp. 5tm 


which the Englith verfion tenders, I 
gat men-fingers, and women-fingers, 
as if that prince had forced demons 
or fpirits to ferve him at his table, 
and in other capacities; and parti. 
cularly in his vaft and magnificent 
buildings, which they could uot 
conceive he could otherwife have 
performed. 

* The valley of ants.]—The val- 
ley feems to be fo called from the 
great numbers of ants which are 
ound there. Some place it in Sy- 
ria, and others in Tayef (5). 

* And he viewed the birds, &e.J— 
The Arab hiftorians tell us, that 
Solomon, having finifhed the temple 

: ol 


(3) _V. Mid. 


rath, Yalkut Shemuni, p, 11, f. 99. & Mizirust de Mohammedifmo ante 


Mohammed... 232, (4) Ecclef, ii. 8, 


JALcALo’pnin, 


(5) Al Bripawn, 
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with a fevere chaftifement*; or I will put her to 
death ; unlefs fhe bring me a juft excufe. And fhe 
tarried not long before fhe prefented herfelf unto So1o- 
mon, and faid, I have viewed a country which thou 
haft not viewed; and I come unto thee from Sasa, 
with a certain piece of news, I found a woman! to 
reign over them, who is provided with every thing 
requifite fora prince, and hath a magnificent throne®. 
I found her and her people to worlhip the fun, be- 
fides Gop: and Saran hath prepared their works 
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for them, and hath turned 


of Jerufalem, went in pilgrimage to 
Mecca, where having faid as long 
as he pleafed, he proceeded towards 
Yaman; and leaving Mecca in the 
morning, he arrived by noon at 
Sanaa, and being extremely de- 
lighted with the country, refled 
there ; but wanting water to make 
the ablation, be looked among the 
birds for the lapwing, called by the 
Arabs al Hudbud, whole bufinefs it 
was to find it; for it is pretended 
fhe was fagacious or fharp-fighted 
enough to difcover water under 
round, whicl the devils ufed to 
raw, after fhe had marked the 
place by digging with her bill ; 
they add, that this bird: was then 
taking a tour in the air, whence, 
feeing one of her companion alight- 
ing, the defcended alfo, and having 
had a delcription given ber by the 
other of the city of Saba, whence 
fhe was juft arrived, they both 
went together to take a view of the 
lace, and returned foon after So- 
jomon had made the inquiry which 
occafioned what follows (1). 

It may be proper to mention here 
what the eaftern writers fable of 
the manner of Solomon’s travelling. 
They fay that he had a carpet of 
green fk, on which his throne was 
placed, being of a prodigious length 
and breadth, and {ufficient for all 
his forces to fland on, the men 


(1) Tidem, 


Berpawt, JALLALO’DDIN. 


() 


Berpawi,&c, V. DHersen. Bibl. Orient. p. 182, 


(2) Vid. cap. 2. p. 161. & not. in loc. 
V. Pocock. Spec. p. 49+ 


them afide from the way 


piscine themfelves on his right- 
and, and the {pirits on his lefts 
and that when all were in order, 
the wind, at his command, took 
up the carpet, and tranfported it, 
with all that were upon it, wheres 
ever he pleafed (2); the army of 
birds at the fame_time flying over 
their heads, and forming a kind o! 
canopy to fhade them from the 


fun. 

* I will chaftife her, &c.J-—By 
plucking off her feathers, and f{et- 
ting her in the fun, to be tormented 
by the infeéts; or by Shutting her 
up ina cage (3). 

' T found a woman to reign over 
them. ]—This queen the Arabs name 
Balkis: fome make her the daughter 
of al Hodhad Ebn Sharhubi) (4), 
and others of Sharahil Ebn Malec 
{5}; but they al) agree fhe was a 
defcendant of Yarab Ebn Kahtan. 
She is placed the twenty-fecond in 
Dy. Pocock’s lift of the kings of 
Yaman (6). 

™ A magnificent throne. ]-Which 
the commentators fay was made of 
gold and filver, and crowned with 
precious ftones. But they differ as 
to the fize of it; one making it 
fourfcore cubis Jong, forty broad, 
and thirty high; while fome fay it 
was fourfcore, and others, thirty 
cubits every way. 


(3) At 
i Al 
(6) Ubi dup. 


of 
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of truth, (wherefore they are not rightly direéed,) 
left they fhould worfhip Gop, who bringeth to light 
that which is hidden in heaven and earth, and know- 
eth whatever they conceal, and whatever they difco- 
ver. Gon! there is no Gop but he; the Lorp of 
the magnificent throne. Sotomon faid, We fhall 
fee whether thou haft fpoken the truth, or whether 
thou art a liar. Go with this my letter, and caft it | 
down unto them; then-turn afide from them, and 
wait to know what anfwer they will return. And 
when the queen of Sasa had received the letter*, fhe 
faid, O nobles, verily an honourable letter hath 
been delivered unto me; it is from SoLtomon, and 
this is the tenor thereof: In the name of the moft 
merciful Goo, Rife not up againft me: but come, 
and furrender yourfelves unto me*. She faid, O 
nobles, advifé me in my bufinefs: I will not refolve 
on any thing, until ye be witneffes and approve 
thereof. The nobles anfwered, We are endued with 
ftrength, and are endued with great prowefs in war ; 
but the command appertaineth unto thee: fee there. 
fore what thou wilt command’. She faid, Verily 
kings, when they enter a city by force, wafte the fame, 
and abafe the moft powerful of’ the inhabitants there. 
of: and fo will thefe do with us. But I will fend” 
gifts unto them; and will wait for what farther in- 
formation thofe who fhall be fent thall bring back. 
And when the queen's embaflador came unto Soto. 


: Cuar. 27. 


* And when he had received the 
letter, &c.J—Jallalo'ddin fays that 
the queen was furrounded by her 


Gop. Peace be on him who follows 
eth the true direéiion, Rife not up 
againft me, but come and furrender 


army when the lapwing threw the 
letter into her bofom; but al Bei- 
dawi fuppofes the was in an apart- 
ment of her palace, the doors of 
which were fhut, and that the bird 
flew in at the window. The for- 
mer commentator gives a- copy of 
the epiftle fomewhat more full than 
that in the texts viz. From the fer. 
vant of Gov; Solomon the fon of 
David, unto Batkis queen of Saha, 
In the name of the moft mercifuj 


yourfelves untome. He adds that So. 
lomon perfumed this letter with 
mufk, and fealed it with his figner; 

° Come and furrender yourfelves 
unto me.]—Or, Come unto me and 
tefign yourfelves unto the divine div 
rettions and profefs the true religion 
which I preach. 

? What thou wilt command. J—i. 
¢, Whether thou wilt obey the fum- 
mons of Solomon, or give us orders 
to make head againft him, 


MON, 
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mon’, that prince faid, Will ye prefent me with 
riches? Verily that which Gop hath gjven me, is 
better than what he bath given you: but ye do glory 
in your gifts, Return unto the people of Sana. We 
will furely come unto them with forces, which they 
fhall not be able to withftand; and we will drive 
them out from their city, humbled; and they fhall 
become contemptible. And Sotomon faid, O nobles, 
which of you will bring unto me her throne, before 
they come and furrender themfelves unto me? A 
terrible genius anfwered, I will bring it unto thee, 
before thou arife from thy place’: for I am able to 
perform it, and may betrufled. And one with whom 
was the knowledge of the fcripturest faid,. I will 
bring it unto thee, in the twinkling of aneye*. And 
when Sotomon faw the throne placed before him, he 
faid, This is a favour of my Lorn, that he may 


+ When the embaffador came unto 

- Solomon. ]——~Bearing the prefents, 

which they fay were. five undred 

young flaves of each fex, all habited 
in the fame manner, five hundred . 


© A terrible penius.] “This wasart 
Ifrit, or one of the wicked and’ re- 
bellious genii;_and bis name, faysal 
Beidawi, was Dhacwan or Sakhr, 

“+. Before thou arife from : th 


bricks of gold, a crown enriched 
with precious ones, befides a large 
quantity of mutk, amber, and other 
things of value (1). Some add, 
that Balkis, to try whether Solomon 
was a prophet or no, dreft the boys, 
like girls, and the girls like boys, 
and fent him, ina cafket, a pearl 
not drilled, and an onyx drilled 
with a crooked hole ; and that Solo- 
mon diftinguilhed the boys from the 
girls by the different manner of their 
taking water, and ordered one worm 
to bore the pearl, and another to 

afsa thread through the onyx (2). 
They alfo tell us, that Solomon, 
having notice of this embafly, by 
means of the lapwing, even b 
they fet out, ordered a large cuare 
to be enclofed with a wall built of 
gold and filver bricks, wherein he 
ranged his forces and attendants to 
receive them (3). 


(1) 
{4} lidem Interp. 


Vou, Il. 


ALLALO'DDIN« 


AlBa . 
(5) Ne seperti (6 Al aes 


P 


place.]—i. e. From thy feat: of jul- 
tice. “For Solomon ufed to fit in 
judgment every day till noon (4)." 

One with whom was the know-~ 
ledge of the {criptures.]—This per- 
fon, a3 is generally fuppofed, was 
Afaf the fon of Barachia, Solomon’s 
wazir (or vifir), who knew the great 
or ineHable name of Gon, by pro- 
nouacing of which he performed 
this wonderful exploit (5). Others 
however fuppofe it was al Khedr, or 
elfe Gabriel, or fome other angel 5 
and fome imagine it to have Been 
Solomon himfelt (6). 

« In the twinkling of an eye.J— 
The original is, Be thou cant 
look at any, obje@, and take thy eye 
off it, It is faid that Solomen, at - 
Afaf’s defire, looked up to heaven, 
and before he caft his eye downwardspe. 
the throne made its wayunder ground, 
and appeared before him. 


) JaLcaro’payne 


make 


ry 
wD 
ray 


‘AL RORAN. “Cuar. ey, 
ynake’ trial’ 6f' me, whether. will be -prateful, ‘or 
‘whether Twill be ungratefat:’ and he who is_graté- 
ful, is ‘gratefil to his’ own advantage, but if any 
fhall B€ tngrateful, verily my ‘Lorp’ is felf-fafficient 
“atid manificent, © And‘ SoLromown faid unto ‘his fer- 
vants, Altct her throne, ‘that 'flie may ‘not know it; to 
thé end we may fee whethe: ‘fhe be rightly’ ‘direBéd; or 
whethetfhe “be ond’ of’ thofe who are “hot tightly “di- 
retted. “Ald ‘Wheli fhe was: come unto Soroson *% 
“it was Wald uhtd Het} ‘ty throne like this?” She'an- 
fwéred, As though it Wére’ He Tattle, “Ahd we have 
‘had knowledge beftowed on us before ehis; and have 
been refigned unto GOD*. But that which fhe wor- 
thipped, béfides Gop, had turned her afide from the 
truth ;: fot the was of an unbelieving people. It*was: 
faid unto her, Enter thé: paldée ’:" “And when fhe 
faw it, fhe imagined it to be ‘a’ great water ; and fhe 
difcovered her legs, by lifting up her. robe ta pafs 
‘through.it*.” “Whereupan ‘Setomon faid unto her, 
Verilyrthis fs a ‘palace drenty “flopred with glafs. 
‘Then faid the queen, @ Loro, verily T have deal un- 
gully with my own foul ; and I refign myfclf, toge- 
ther with So.omon, unto. Gop, the Lorp of al} 




























» When fhe was romeunto Solo-.  ¥ Enterthe palace. }—Or, as forme 
mon.}—lor, on the return of her - uaderftand the wuid, the court be- 
embalfador, Yhe determined to go fore the palace, whic Solomon hud 

“and fubmit-herlcif to that prince ; - commanded te be built agamit the 
bat betore her departures ‘the: fe-- arrival of Balkis; the floor or pave- 
cared her thrope, as fhe thonght, ment bemg of tranfparent glals, 

ig iupim a ftrong calle, laid over running wuter, in whith 
a gird to detend it; ff were Gvimming, Froming this 
hich the tet out, attended by ‘pavement was placed” the toyal 

a}. - throne, on which Solomon. fat ‘to 

have had knowledge beftowe - receive the queen (2), 

ed on us betore this, &c.J—Itisan- _ * She dileovered her legs, &e. JL 

certain whether-thete be the words -Sonte:Arab writers tell us, Solomon 
of Balkis;: acRnowledeing ker con-. had been informed that Balkis’s 
on by the wonder. fhe: Had’al-- legs and feet- were covered with 

» Teady deen; orof Solomon and his hair, like thofe. of an afs, of the 
peoptc, acknowledging the favour ~‘trath of which he bad hereby an 
of Goo, ip calling them to the-true opportunity of -being fatisfied by 
fatth before her, ocular demonftration. 


























PD Jariatovorn, nema (3) Idem, Al Beipaw:. 


creatures. 


“rather. than good *: 


‘fwered, .We prefage evil 
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Cu arty : ; 
Alfo we heretofore fent unto the tribe of 


creatures*. 


‘Tuanvyo their brother Saven ; who faid unto’them, 


Serve ye Gon, And -behold, they were divided into 
two parties, who ,:difputed among. themfelves *. 
Sauen faid, O my: people why do ye haften evil 
Unlels ye. atk. pardon of Gov, 
that ye may ‘obtain aes ye are loft. , They an- 

| from thee,; and from thofe 
who are: with, thee. ..Saren replied, The evil which 
ye prelage is with Gop *: but ye are &.psople who 
merce by a vicilfitude of profperity and adverfity. 
And there were nine men. in the city, who agted cor- 





-tuptly in. the earth,.and.,bebaved not, with inmegrity. 


And they faid unto, one anather, Sweat ye reciprocally 
by Gon, that we will fall upon Saven and his fa- 
mily by night: “and afterwards we will fay upto him 
who hath right to avenge his blood, We ;were not 
fo much as prefent at the deftruétion of bis family ; 
and we certainly fpeak, the truth. And they, deviled 
a plot again him: but we. deviled.a, plot, againft 
them, and they perceived it. not. And fee what was 


the iffue of their plot’ ;,we. utterly ‘deltroyed them 


* Trefign myfelfuntd Goo :]-The 
queen of "Saba having by thele 
words profeffed Iflim, and renoun- 
ced idolatry, Solomon had thoughts 
of making her his wife; but could 
not refolve todo it, ull the devils 
had, by a depilatory, ‘taken off the 
hair from her legs (1). Some, (2) 
however will havé it that fhe “did 
not marry Solomon, buta prince of 
the tribe of Hamdan. 7 
- & Who difputed among thrm- 
felves.]~—Concerning the doétrine 
reached by Saleh; one party be- 
ieving on him, and the other treat- 
ing him as an impoftor, 

“ Why do ye haften evil rather 
than good! J—i. e. Why do ye urge 
and defy the divine vengeance with 


(1) JavLaro’pprn. 
chap. 7, p. 200, not, '. 


(2) Apud Al Bsrpaws, 


P2 


: 
' folie 


which: ye re threatened; ‘inflead of 
averting it,by repentance ? ; 
‘ We pre pace evil from thee, 
&e.J—See'chap. 7: p- 208. where 
the “Egyptians in the fame manner 
acenfe Mofes as the caule of their 

calamities. 
© See what was the flue of their 
plot.J—It is related that Saleh, and 
thofe who believed on him, ulually 
meeting to pray ina Certain narrow 
lace between the mountains, the 
infidels faid, He ‘thinks to make an 
end of usafeer three days (g), but 
we will be before-hand with him; 
and that a party of them went di- 
reétly to the Rraits above-mention- 
ed, thinking to execute their de- 
fign, but were terribly difappoint- 
eds 





(9) See 
and 
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and their whole people; and thefe their habitations 
remain empty, becaufe of the injuftice which they 
committed. “ Verily hérein is a fign, unto. people 
who underftand. And we delivered thofe who be- 
lieved, and feared GOD. And remember Lot; 
when he faid unto his people, Do ye: commit a 

- wickednefs, though ye fee the heinoufnefs thereof ? Do 

ye approach luftfully unto men, leaving the women ? 
XX. Ye are furely an ignorant people,* But the anfwer 
of his people was no- other than that they faid, Caft 

the family of Lor out of your city; for they are 
men who preferve themfelves pure from the crimes of 
which ye are guilty. Wherefore we delivered him and 

his family, except his wife, whom we decreed to be 

one of thofe who remained ‘behind to be deftroyed. 
And we rained on them’a fhower--of: ftories : and 
dreadful was the fhower which: félf.dn tof who had 
been warned’ in vain! ? Say, Praife be unto ‘Gop; 

and peace be tpon ‘his fervants whom he hath chofen! 

Is Gop more worthy, or ‘the falfe gods which they 

" affociate with him? Is not he to be preferred, who 
hath created the heavens and the earth, and fendeth 
down rain for you from heaven, whereby we caufe 
delicious groves to fpring up? It is not in your 
power to caufe the trees thereof to fhoot forth. Is 
there any other god partner with the true Gop ? Ve- 
tily thefe are a people who deviate from the truth. 
Is not he more worthy to be adored, who hath eftablifh. 
ed the earth and hath caufed rivers to flow through 
the midft thereof, and placed thereon immoveable 
mountains, and fet a bar between the two feas#? Is 
there any other god equal with the true Gop ? Yet 
the greater part of them know it not Is not he more 


ed; for, inflead of catching the  miferable manner. 
prophet, they were caught them- € See chap. 7. p, 203. and chap. 
elves, their retreat being cut off 11. p. 29. 

by a large piece of rock, which fell © See chap. 25. p. 207. The 
down ar be mouth of the ftraits, werd barzakh is not ufed fee but 
fo that they perithed there in @ another of equivalent import. 


worthy 
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worthy: who heareth the afflifted', when he calleth 
upon him, and taketh off the evil which diftreffed 
him; and who hath made you the fucceflors of your 
forefathers in the earth? Is there any other god who 
can be equalled with the true Gop? How few.con- 
fider thefe things! Is not he more worthy who direfteth 
you in the dark paths of the land and of the fea; and: 
who fendeth the winds driving abroad the clouds, as 
the forerunners of his mercy‘? Is there any other 
god who can be equalled with the true Gop? Far be 
Gop from having thofe partners in his power, which 
ye affociate with him! Is not-he more worthy, who 
produceth a creature,.and after it hath been dead re- 
ftoreth. it to life ; and who giveth you food ‘from hea- 
ven andearth? Is there any other god with the true 
Gop, who doth this? Say, Produce your proof 
thereof, if ye {peak tryth. Say, None either in hea- 
ven or earth knoweth that which is hidden, befides 
Gop: neither do they underftand when they fhall 
be raifed, However their “knowledge panel fome ° 
notion of the life to come*; yet they are in an un- , 
certainty. concerning the fame; yea, they are blind 
as to the real circumftances thereof. And the unbe- 
lievers fay, When we and our fathers fhall have 
been reduced to duft, fhall we be taken forth from the 
grave?” Verily we have been threatened with this, 
both we and our fathers, heretofore. This is .no 
other than fables of the ancients, Say unto them, 
Pafs through the earth, and fee what hath been the 
end of the wicked. And be not thou grieved for 
them; neither be thou in any concern on account of 
the plots which they are contriving againft thee. 
And they fay, When will this threat be accomplifhed, 
if ye fpeak true? Anfwer, Peradventure fome part 


+ The affliGed.}—Literally, Him _* Howevertheirknowledgeattaineth 
who is driven by diftrefs to implore fome notion of the life tocome: yet, 
GGon's affiftance. &c.J-Or the words may be tranflate: 

* See chap. 7. p. 195. and chap. thus: Yea, their knowledge faileth as 
25. p. 206. to the life to come: yea, &c.* 


P3 of 
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of that punifiment, whieh ye-defire to béhafténed,:” 
niay follow: toe behind: you : verily thy Lorp is' 
endued . with ‘indulgence: towards mankind; but the 
greater“part- of them ‘are aot thankful: - Verily thy: 
| Lord “kitoweth what their ‘breafts conceal, and what: 
\they difeover: and there is nothing hidden in heaven 
for on carth, buv iis. written in a clear book. Verily 
this Konan détlareth' unto the children of Isnary 
miott of -thofe points concernttig whi-h they difagree!; 
and -it’ is ‘certainly’ a dire@ion) anda mercy unto’ the’ 
true believers.) Thy Lorn will decide the contro. 
verfy between theih, by bis definitive fentence: and 
he is the mighty: the wile. Therefore put thy troft 
in Gop; for thou art in .the manilé{t truth. Verily 
thou fhalt-not make the dead to hear, neither fhalt 
thou ‘thake the deaf to hear thy call to the true faith, 
when they retire and turn their backs: neither fhale 
thoudlreét the: blind. t6 “exteleate themfelyes out of 
their’ error. ‘Thou fhale“iake“none to hear ‘thee, 
rexcept“hitn who: fhall: believe in: our-figrs: and they 
are wholly refigned unto us, When the fentence fhall 
be reacy to fall upon them, we will caufe a beat to 
come fort unto them from: out of the earth, which- 
thall {peak unto them>: ‘verily’ men do not firmly 
believe'in‘ our figns, -Onthe-day of réfurrsttion we 
will -affemble, out of every “nation, a ‘company of: 
thofe who fhall have eharged-‘our figns: with falfe: 
hood; afi! they- thal -be prevétted from’ mixin to- 
gether,-until they fhall ative! at the placé'of- judgment. 











+ Moft of .thofe. points ‘conteraing: be’ one figd'of tha -approath:of tha! 
which they difagree.|—Sach as. the day of judgmeat,: al Jaffafa, or the. 
comparing of Gon to fenfible'things, ‘Spy. Ihave given the defcription of 
orto created. beings ; the removing . hereHewhéte {2)3.t6! which fhould 
all imperfeétions frog the dpleription be added, that, the vis ‘to have two, 
of the divine Being; the fate of pa- wings. : 
radife and hell; the {lorics of Ezra ® Which fhall fpeak unto them.]- 
and Jusus Cunisy, &c. (1), . Or, according to a diiferent reading, 
” A beatt.J—The Mohammedans (viz. taclimohom infead of tocalli- 
call this bea}; whofe appearance will. mohoem) who thal wound them (3),., 


fi) Al Bsroawr. (2) Prelim. Dife. fe@. IV, p.105, &c. 


(aj We ibid. 
: ‘ And 
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And GOD fhall fay unto them, Have 
faehood, although ye comprehended them 


figns with 
not with your knowledge? 


doing? And the fentence 0 
them, for that they have aéted u 
own excufe. 


not {peak in their 
have ordained the night, 
the day giving open light 
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ye charged my 


Or what is it that ye were - 
f damnation fhall fall on 
njuftly : -and they fhall 
Do they not fee that we 


that they may reft therein, and 
2 Verily herein are figns unto 


people who believe. On that day the trumpet fhall be 


founded; and whoever are 
fhall be ftruck with terror, 


{hall pleafe to exempt therefrom ® : 
ile, 
thmk them firmly fixed; but they 


before him, in humble. 
raquntains, 4nd fhalt 
fhall pafs away, 
will be the work of Goo, 
things; and he is 


even as the clouds 
who hath rightly 
well acquainted with that which ye do. 


in heaven ‘and on earth, 
except thofe whom Gop 
and: all fhall come 
And. thou fhale fee, the 


ab avay, This 
difpofed all 


Whoever hall have wrought. righteoufnels, fall re- 


ceive a reward beyond. the 


{hall be fecure from the terror of that day * 
ever fhall have wrought evil, fhall be throw 
_ Shall. ye receive 
that,which ye hall have wrought? 


faces into hell Ene: 
any other than 0 


defert thereof; and they 
: but who-. 
yn on thefe 
the reward. of 


Verily I am commanded to warfhip tke Lorp of 


this territory of Mecca, 
fame: unto him belong all 
manded to be a Moflcm, an 


who’ hath; fanftified “the 


‘things. And. I am com, 
dto rehearfe the Koran: 


he who fhall be direéted thereby, will be direéted to 


his own advantage ; and to 


him who {hall go aftray, 


fay, Verily I am a warner only. And fay, Praife be 


© Sce the Prelim. Difc. fet. IV. 
p- 109, &c, Some fay the perfons 
exempted from this general confter 
nation, will be the angels Gabriel, 
Michael, Ifrafil, and Tzraél (1): 
others fuppofe them to be the virgins 
of paradife, and the angels who guard 
that place, and’ carry ‘Goo’s throne 


G) Jaunaso’npin, Al Bsrpawt- 
AuzAs 


P4 


{2); and others will have them to be 
the martyrs (3). 

® They fhgll be fecure from the ter~ 
ror of that iy, |—Phat is, from the 
fear of damnation, and the other ter; 
rors which will difturd the wickeds 
not from the general terror or Con- 
flernation before-mentioned, 


(2) Idem. (g) Ean 


unto 
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unto Gon! he will fhew you his figns®, and ye fhall 
know them: and thy Lord is not regardlefs of that 
which they do. 


° He will thew you his figns.] lievers againit the infidels; and par. 
—~viz, The fuccelles ot the true be> ticularly the vidtory of Bedr. oa 


CHAP. XXVIIL 
Intitled, The Story’; revealed at Mecca‘, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. | 


? | . S.M.* Thefe are the figns of the perfpicuous 
e book, We will dictate unto thee, O 
Monammep, fome parts of the hiftory of Moses and 
Puanaon, with trath: ‘for the fake of people who 
believe. Now Puaraon lifted ‘himfelf up" in the 
land of Ecypr; and he caufed his fubje&s to be di- 
vided into parties": he weakened one party of them, 
by flaying their male-children, and preferving their 
females alive; for he was an oppreffor. And we 
Were minded to be gracious unto thofe who were 
weakened in the land, and to make them models of 
religion ; and to make them the heirs of the wealth of 
Parson and his people, and to eftablifh'a place 
for them in the earth; and to thew Puaraon, and 
Haman ¥, and their forces, that deftru@tion.of their 
kingdom 
. The title is taken from the 96th tend his order, and erform the fer. 
verfe, where Mofes is faid to have vices he exabted of them: Or into 
xelated the flary of his adventures to oppofite faGtions, to prevent their 
Shoaib, | attempting any thing againft him, 
* Some ‘except a verfe, towards to deliver themfelves from his ty- 
the later end, be; inning with thefe ranny‘(1). 
words, He who hath given thee the » One party of them. ]—viz. The 
oran for a rule of faith and prac- Hraelites. 
tice, &e. * See chap. 26. p. 919, 
* See the Prelim. Dife, fe, HIT, y Haman} This name is given 
p78 : to Pharaoh’s chief minifter; fom 
* He divided his fubje€s into whence it is generally inferred that 
Parties. J—2. e. Either into compa- Mohammed has here made Haman, 
mics, that they might the beter at- the favourite of Ahafgerus, ing of 


G) Al Beraw:. 
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kingdom and nation by them, which they fought to 
avoid’. And we direéted the mother of Moses by 
revelation, faying, Give him fuck: and if thou fearelt: 
for him, caft him into the river; and fear not, neither 
be afflifted; for we will reftore him unto thee, and 
will appoint him one of our apoftles*. And when fhe 
had put the child in the ark, and had caft it into the 
“river, the family of Puaraon took him up; provi- 
dence defigning that he fhould become an enemy, and- 
a forrow unto them. Verily Poaraon, and Haman, 
and their forces were finners. And the wife of Pua- 
RaAoH faid, This child is a.delight of the eye to me, and 
to thee*: kill him not; peradventure it may happen 
that he may be ferviceable unto us; or we may adopt. 
him for our fon. And they perceived not the con- 
fequence of what they were doing. And the heart 
of the mother of Moses became oppreffed with 
fear; and fhe had almoft difcovered him, had we 
not armed her heart with conftancy, that fhe might 
be one of thofe who believe the promifes of GOD, 


Perfia, and who indifputably lived pointed to attend the Hebrew wo- 
many ages after Mofes, to te that’ ‘men, ttrnified by a Light which a 
Pprophet’s contemporary. But how peared between the eyes of Mo! 
robable, foever this miflake may at. his birth, and touched with an 
extraordinary affeGtion for the child, 
did not difcover him to the officersy 
fo that his mother kept him in her 
houfe, and nurfed him three months; 


leem to us, it will be very hard, if 
not impoffible, to convince a Mo- 
hammedan of it; for, as has been 
obferved in a parallel cafe (1), two 
very different perfons may bear the 


fame name (2). ; 

* That deftru€tion by them, which 
they fought to avoid.]—For Pharaoh 
hag’ either dreamed, or been told by 
fome diviners, that one of the He- 
brew nation fhould be the min of his 
kingdom; which provbec is fup- 
poled to have been the occafton of his 
cruelty to them (3). This circum- 
. flance is owing to the invention of 

the devs (4). 


* ‘It is related that the midwife ap- 


{1) See chap. 3. p. 


after which it was impoflible for her 
toconceal him any longer, the king 
then giving orders to make the 
fearches more fn@ly &). 

» This child is a delight of our 
eye.]—This fudden affe€tion or ad- 
miration, was raifed in them either, 
by his uncommon beauty, or by the 
light which fhone on his forehead, or 
becaufe, when they opened the ark, 
they found him fucking his thumb, 
which fupplied him with milk (6), 


) V. Rezawn. de Rel. Moham. p. 217. 


}» not. ™, ¢ 
(g See chap, 7. p. 208. {4) V. Sbalfhel. hakkab, p. 11. & R. Exrez. 


irke, c. 48. 
(6) Idem. TAL LaLo’puin. 


(5) Al Barpaws. See the notes to chap. 20. p. «41+ 
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And: fhe faid unto his Gfter, Follow him. And ‘the 
watched him at a diftance; ‘and they: perceived it not. 
And-we fuffered ‘him net -ta: take ‘the bréalts of the 
nurfes who were provided. hefere his fifter' came up‘: 
and fhe faid, Shall I dire& you unto fome -of his’ na- 
tion, who may nurfe him: for you, and: will be carcfuk 
of him? And, at:their-defire, fhe brought his mo- 
ther to them. So we reftored him ‘to his mother, that 
her mind might be fet at.eafe, and that fhe might 
not be afflitted; and that. fhe ‘might know that the 
promife of Gop was true: but -the: greater part of 
mankind know not the truth. And when Moses had 
attained his full age of ftrength, and was become a 
perfe&t man, we beftowed on him wildom and knaw- 
ledge: and'thus do we reward the. upright. And he 
went-into the city, at.a time when the ‘inhabitants 
thereof obferved not.what.pafféd in the ftreets‘: and: 
he found thereitrtwo-men Bghting the one: being of 
his own party,’ andthe’ othey! of his:.cnemies*. .:And 
he-who was of his party, begged his:affiftanee againft 
him who was of the contrary party; and Moses 
ftruck him with his fift, and flew him: but being forry’ 
for what had-happened, he faid, This is of the wor 
of the devil’; for he is afeducing and an open ene- 
my. And he faid, Q Lorp, verily I have injured 
_my own foul: ‘wherefore forgive me. $9 GOD for- 
“gave him; for he is ready to forgive, and merciful. 
He -faid, O Lorn, by the. favqurs with which thou 
haft favoured me, I will not be an affiftant to the 
wicked for the future. And the next morning he 
was afraid in the city, and looked about him, as one 
apprehenfive @f danger: and behold, he whom he had 


© See chap. 20. p. 141. 

4 When the inhabitants obferved 
not, &c.[—viz. At noon; at which 
time it is ufual, in thofe countries, 
for people to retire to fleep; or, as 
others rather fuppefe, a litle within 
night. 

« The one being of his own party, 
and the osher of his enemies. J—ie* 


The one being an Hraelite, of his 
own religion and nation, and the 
other en idolatrous Egyptian. 

£ Vhie is the work of the devil. }— 
Mohdinmed allows thar Mofes killed 
the Egeptixn wrongfully; but, to 
exeafe it, fuppofes that he ftruck 
hini without defigning to kill him. . 


affiled 
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affiftedthe day before, cried out unto him for hélp a 
-fecond time. Rut Moses faid unto him, Thou att 
plainly a quarrelfome fellow. © And when’ be fought 
to lay hold on him Wwho'was'an enemy unto them 
both, he faid, O Moses, doft thou intend to kill 
me; as thou killedft a man yefterday*? Thou feekeft, 
,only to be an oppréffor in the earth, and feekeft not 
to be w reconciler of quarrels. And a certain man* 
came from the farther part of the city, running 
haftily, and faid, O Moses, verily ‘the magiftrates 
are deliberating concerning thec, to put thee to 
death: depart therefore; F‘certainly'advile thee welt. 
Wherefore he departéd out of the city in great fear, 
looking this way and that, ‘left he fhould be’ purfued.’ 
And he faid, -O Lorp, deliver me from the unjuft 
people. And when he was journeying towards 
Mapran, he faid, Peradventure'my Lorn will di- 
re€t me in the right'way*, And when he arrived at 
the water of Manpran, he found about the well a 
company of men, who were watering’ their flocks. 
And he found, befides them, two ‘women, who kept 
off their fheep at‘ a diftahce.” And he faid unto them, 
What is the ‘matter with'you? They anfwered, We 
fhall not water our flock, until the fhepherds fhall have 
driven away theirs; for our father is an old man, 
ftricken in years. So Moses watered their fheep for 


© He faid, O Moles, wilt thou kill him to death, gave him immediate 


me, &c.]~Some fuppofe thefe words 
~ to have been fpoken by the Ifraelite, 
who, becaufe Mofes had reprimanded 
him, imagined he was going to Mrike. 
him; and others, by the Egyptian, 
who either knew or fufpetted that 
Mofes had killed, his countryman the 

+. day before.’ * 

* _ & A certain man.J—This perfon, 
fays the tradition, was an Egyptian, 
and Pharaoh’s uncle’s fon, bue a 
true believer; who, finding that. the 
king had ‘bec. informe of, what 
Moles had done, and defigned to put 


SG) AlBerSawiy 


notice to provide for his fafety by 
flight. 

* Peradventure my Loar will die 
ret me, &c. !~For Mofes knew not 
the way, and coming toa place where 
three roads met, committed himfelf 
to the guidance of Gon, and took the 
middle ‘road, which was the right; 
providence. likewife- fo ordering ‘it, 
that his purfuers. took the other two 
toads, and miffed him. (1). Some 
fay that he was Jed by an angel im 
the appearance of a traveller (2). 


(2) Jauvazo’opin. 


them ; 
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them*; and afterwards retired to the fhade, faying, 
O Lorn, verily I ftand in need of the good which 
thou fhalt fend down unto me. And one of the 
damfels' came unto him, walking bafhfully, and faid, 
My father calleth thee, that he may recompenfe thee 
for the trouble which thou haft taken in watering our 
fhe:o for us... And when he was come unto SHOAILB,, 
aut had, tald “him the ftory of his adventures, he faid 
unto. hin, Fear not; thou" haft efcaped from unjuft 
people, And one of the ‘damfels faid, My father, 
hire bim for certain wages: the beft fervant thou 
confi hire, is an able and trufty perfon®. And 
Ssoais faid unto Moszs, Verily I will give thee one 
of thefe my two daughters in marriage, on condition 
that thou ferve me for hire eight years: and if thou 
fulfil ten years, it is in thine own breaft; for I feek 
not to.impofe a hardfhip on thee: and thou {halt find 
me, if Gon pleafe, a man of probity. Mosss. an- 
fwered, Let this be the covenant. between me.and thee : 
whichfoever of the two terms I fhall fulfil, let it be 
no crime in me if I then quit thy fervice; and Gop is 
witnefs of that which we fay. And when Moses 
had fulfilled the term*, and was journeying with his 


Cuap,. 28, 


family towards Ecyrt, he faw 


& Moles watered their fheep for 
them. ]—By rolling away a flone of 
a prodigious weight, which had been 
Jad over the mouth of the well by 
the fhepherds, and required no lefs 
than feven men (though fome name 
a much larger number) to remove it 


1). 
a One of the damfels.]—This was 
Sefiira (or Zipporah} the elder, or, 
as others fuppofe, the younger daugh- 
ter of Shoaib, whom Mofes after- 
wards married. 
* An able and trully perfon, ]-The 
itl, being afked by her father how 
he knew Mofes deferved this cha. 
rafter, told him that he had removed 
the vaft ftone above-mentioned, 


1) Tidem Interp. Vanya. 


bknab. p. 12, Ry Exizz. Pirkes¢. 40, &es 


re on the fide of 


without any affilance; and that he 
looked not in her face, but held down 
his head tilt he had heard her mef- 
fage, and defired her to walk behind 
him, becauyfe the wind ruffted her 

arments a little, and difcovered 
fone art of her legs (2). 

* When Mofes had fulfilled the 
term. ]-viz. The longeft term of ten 
years. The Mohammedans fay, after 
the Jews (3), that Mofes received 
rom Shoaib the rod of the prophets 
{which was a branch of a myrtle of 

dife, and had defcended to him 
Kom Adam) to keep off the wild 
beafts from his fheep; and that thi 
was the tod with which he performe 
all thofe wonders in Egypt. 


(2) Tidem, (3) V.Shalfh, 
: * 


mount 
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mount Sinar. And he faid unto his family, Tarry 
‘yehere; for I fee fires :peradventure I may bring 
‘ou thence fome tidings of the way*, or at leaft a 
bred out of the fire, that ye may be warmed. And 
when he was come thereto, a voice cried unto him 
from the right fide of the valley, in the facred bot- 
. tom, from the tree, faying, O Moses, verily’ I am 
Gop, the Lorn of all creatures: caft down now th 
rod. And when he faw that it moved, as thous 
it had been a ferpent, he retreated and: fled, and re- 
turned not. And GOD faid unto him; O Moszs, 
draw near, and fear-nots'for thou art :fafe: -- Put 
thy hand into thy: bolom;:and: it fhall ‘come! forth 
white, without any hurt: and draw back thy hand? 
unto thee which thou {tretcheft forth for fear. Thefe 
fhall be two evident figns from thy Lorp, unto 
Puaraon and his princes; for they are a wicked 
people. Moses faid, O Lorp, verily I have flain 
one of them; and I fear they will put me to death: 
but my brother Aaron is of a more eloquent tongue 
than I am; wherefore fend him with me for an af- 
fiftant, that he may gain me credit; for-I fear left 
they accufe me of impofture. GOD faid, We will 
ftrengthen thy arm -by thy brother, and we will 
give cach of you extraordinary power, fo that they 
fhall not come up to you, in our figns. Ye two, 
and whoever fhall follow you, fhall be the conque- 
rors. And when Moses came unto them with our 
evident figns, they faid, This is no other than a de- 
ceitful piece of forcery: neither have we-heard of 
any thing like this among our fore-fathers. And 
Moszs faid,, My Lorp beft knoweth who cometh 
with a direGtion from him; and who fhall have fuc- 
cefs in: this life, as well as the next: but the unjuft 


* See chap. 20. p. 139. ftretch forth their wings to fly away 

» Draw back thy hand.]—Lite- when they are frighted, and fold 
rally, thy wing: the expreffion al- them together again when they 
ludes to the aétion of birds, which think themfelves fecure (1). 


(1) Al Bsrpawr, 


fhall 
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fhall not profper. . And Puaraen faid, O: princes, 
I did not ‘knew that. ye:had any, other. god-: befides 
me’. Wherefore do thou,..QO Hamany.barn me 
clay into bricks ; and build me a high: tower’, that iI 
may afcend unto the Gop. of Moses: for-4 verily 
believe him.to be a liar. And both he and his forces 
behaved; themfelves infolently and  unjuftdy. in- the. 
earth ; and. imagined-that they;..fhould not be. brought 
before us to-be judged. -': Whierefore we took’ him and 
his forces,:- and. caft them - into: the. fea... -Behold, 
thergfore, what was the énd of xhe-unjuit ,, And. we 
made them deceitful guides, invidng their followers to 
hell-fire; and on the.day of refurrettion ‘they thall 
not be fcreened frem punifhment: We purfued them 
with a curfe in this life; and-on the day: of tefurnec- 
tion they fhall,be fhamefully: rejefied. « And-we. gave 
the :bogk of the law unto Moses,’ after we, had: 4e- 
ftroyed.; the-,;former, ; generations, to enlighten the 
minds of meéns:atid for, a~digeStions ands mercy ; 
that peradventure they might confider:.,;JThou,; O 
prophet, walt not on the welt fide of-mount Sim aq, 
when we delivered Moszs: his commiffion: neither 
walt thou.one of thofe who.were prefent at,his.receiv- 
ing it: put we railed up feveral generations: after 
Moses ; and hie was: prolonged unto. them, Neither 
did{t thou dwell among the inhabitants.of Manian, 
rchearfing unto them our: figns;.-but we- have ifent 
thee fully inftru&ted inevery particular, Norwaft thou 
prefent on the fide of the mount, when we called . 
“unto Moses: but thou art fent asa mercy, from thy 


Guar, .28, 


4 See chap. 26, p. 211. 

* A high towerel—Itis faid that 
Haman,' having: prepared bricks and 
other materials, yed no lefs 
than fifty th men, befides 
laboarers; in ing; which 
they cartied ro fo tm an height, 
that the workmen could co longer 
fland on it: that Pharaoh, afcend- 
ing this tower, throw a javelin to- 









wards heaven, which fell back again 

fained with blood, whereupon he 

impionfly boafted that he had killed . 
the Gon of Mofes; -but at fun-fet 

Gan tent the angel Gabriel; who 

with @ne flroke of his wing demo- 

lithed the tower, a. part whereof, 

falling on the king’s army, de- 

ftroyed a million of men (1). 


(1) Al Zamaxusnarn 


Lorn; 
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Lore;" that thou mighteft preach unto a “people 
to whoin no’ preachet “hath come. before. thee +j that 
peradventure they may ‘be warned;-and left, if a ¢a- 
lamity had’ befallen ‘them, for ‘that which"their hands 
had previotfly: committed, they fhoulé have faid, O 
Leroy; ‘fince thou haft' not (ent “an apse: unto us, 
that: we’ might, follow “thy fins! and‘beconve true be- 
lidters; ‘are we nov extilable ? “Yet ‘wheti-the truth is 
come .intd'' thent frot before: us, theyfay, Unlefs 
he récétve the fairie power to wotk intiratley ds Moss 
tebeived) we will not: believe. Havertbey! not like- 
wile ” rejeGted the revelation ‘whith! way heretofore 
given unto Moss They fig; -Ewododunning t- 
poftures\'have tititually afftted ‘one “daother’: - and 
they ‘fay, “Verily we rejeG them both.’ Say, Pro- 
duce therefore a’ book from Gop, which is more 
right than thefe two, ‘that I ‘may ‘follow it; if ye 
fpeak truth. | But’if they return-thee no anfwer, 
. know that they only’ follow their own defires: and 
who erreth more widely from the truth than he who 
followeth: his‘own defire; without .a° direGion from 
Gob? verily Gos titeQeth not thé unjuit people. 
And now havé we cHad our word to come ‘into 
them, that: they may- $e admonifhed.° “They ‘ufto 
whom we have ‘giverthe f{criptures which were <e- 
vealed before its: believe in the fame; and wien it is 
read unto them, fay, We believe therein; jt is cer- 
tainly the truth from cur Lorp: verily we were 
Moflems before this. Thcfe-fhall receive their re- 
ward twice", becaufe they have perfevered, and re~ 
pel evil by .good, and diftribute alms out of that 
which we have beflowed ‘on them ; and when they 


* Unto a people unto whom no mentals, before the revelation of 
preacher hath come before thee.J- the Koran,’ which we receive he- 
Thatis, to the Arabians; to whom i i 
no prophet bad been fent, at leaft 
fince Ifina-t. : 3 

« ‘Lwo cunning impoftures. ]—viz. 
The Peatateuch and the Koran. han 
Some copies sead. Two impoftors, d | : 
meaning Mofes an¢ Mohammed. twice. ]—Recaufe they have believed 

.  * We were Moflems before this.] bod wn Icriptures, and in 
Holding the fame faith infunds- the 







¢ intends thofe Tews and 
s who had embraced Ma- 








hear 
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-hear vain difcourfe, avoid the fame, faying, We 
have our works, and ye have your works: peace be 
on you*; we covet not the acquaintance of the ig- 
norant. Verily thou canft not dire€t whom thou 
wilt: but Gop dire&teth whom he pleafeth; and he 
beft knoweth thofe who will fubmit to be dire&ed. 
The Meccans fay, If we follow the fame direétion 
with thee, we fhall be forcibly expelled our land’. 
Have we not eftablifhed for them a fecure afylum*? 
to which fruits ‘of every. fort are brought, as a pro- 
vifion of our bounty ;.but the greater part of them 
do not underftand. How many cities have we de- 
ftroyed, whofe inhabitants lived in eafe and plenty ? 
and thefe their dwellings are not inhabited after 
them, unlefs for a little while*; and we were the 
inheritors of their wealth®, But thy Lorp did not 
deftroy thofe cities, until he had fent unto their ca- 
pital an apoftle, to reheasfe our figns unto them: 
neither did, we deftroy thofe cities, unlefs their inha- 
bitants were injurious to their apoftle. The things 
which are given you, are the provifions of this pre- 
fent life, and the pomp thereof; but that which is 
with Gop, is better and more durable: will ye not 
therefore underftand ? Shall he then, unto whom we 
have promiled an excellent promife of future happi- 
nefs, and who fhall attain the fame, be as he on 


* Sce chap. 25. p. 208, not. §, 

* If we follow thy dire&tion, we 
fhall be forcibly expelled our land.]} 
—Thisabjcétion was made by Al Ha- 
reth Ebn Othman Ebn Nawfal Ebn 
Abd Menaf, who came to Moham- 
med and told hin that the Koreithh 
believed he preached the truth, but 
were apprehenfive, that, if they made 
the Arabs their enemies by quitting 
their religion, thev would be obliged 
likewife to quit Mecca, being but a 
handful of men, in comparifon to 
the whole nation (1). 

* Have we not eftablifhed for 
them a fecure afylum ?}-—By giving 


them for their habitation the facred 
territory of Mecca, a place pro- 
tedted by Gon, and reverenced by 


man. 
+ * Unlefs for a little while.]—That 
is, fora day, or a few hours only, 
while travellers flay there to reft 
and refreth themfelvés 3 or, as the 
original mav alfo fignify, unlefs b 
a few inhabitants: fome of thofe 
ancient cities and dwellings being 
utterly defolate, and others thinly 
inhabited, : 

» We were the inheritors of their 
wealth.]—There being none left to 
enjoy it after them. 


Cuae. 28. At KORAN. 24h 


whom we have beftowed the provifion of this prefent 
life, and who, on the day of refurreétion, fhall be 
one of thofe who are delivered up to eternal punifh- 
ment? On that day GOD {hall call unto them, and 
fhall fay, Where are my partners, which ye imagined 
to be fo? And they upon whom the fentence of dam- 
nation fhall be juftly pronounced, fhall anfwer, Thefe, 
© Lorn, are thofe whom we feduced; we feduced 
them as we alfo had been feduced: but now we clearly 
quit them, and turn unto thee. They did not worfhip 
us, but their own lulls. And it fhall be faid unto the 
idolaters, Call now upon thofe whom ye affociated with 
GOD: and they fhall call upon them, but they fhall 
not anfwer them; and they fhall fee the punifhiment 
prepared for them, and {hall wifh that they had fub- 
mitted to be direfted. On that day GOD fhall call 
unto them, and {hall fay, What anfwer did ye return 
to our meffengers? But they fhall not be able to give 
an account thercof on that day *; neither fhall they afk 
one another for information. Howbcit whofo fhall 
repent and believe, and fhall do that which is right, 
may expeét to be happy. Thy Lorp createth what he 
pleafeth; and choofeth freely: but they have no free 
choice. © Praife be unto Gon; and far be he removed 
from the idols which they affociate with him! Thy 
Jorp knoweth both the fecret malice which their 
breafls conceal, and the open hatred which they dil- 
cover. He is Gop; there is no Gop but he, Unto 
him is the praife due, both in this life and in that which 
is to come: unto him doth judgment belong; and be- 
fore him fhall ye be aflembled at the laft-day. Say, 
What think ye? If Gop fhould cover you with per- 
-petual nigbt, until the day of refurre@tion ;- what 
god, befides Goo, would bring you light? Will ye 
not therefore hearken? Say, What think ye? If 
.Gon fhould give you continual day, until the day of 
© See chap. 10. p. 5. them; for the confternation they 
@ They fhall not be able to give fhall then be under, will render them 


an account thereof. ]—Literally, The flupid, and unable to return an an~ 
account thereof fhall be dark unto fwer, 


Vou. Q refur- 
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refurre€tion ; what god, befides Gop, would bring 
you night, that ye may reft therein? Will ye not 
therefore confider? OF his mercy he hath made for 
you the night and the day, that ye may reft in the 
one, and may feek to obtain provifion for yourfelves 
of his abundance, by your induftry in the other; and 
that ye may give thanks, On a certain day GOD 
fhall call unto them, and fhall fay, Where are my 
partners, which ye imagined to fhare the divine power 
with me? And we will produce a witnefs out of every 
nation*, and will fay, Bring hither your proof of 
what ye have afferted. And they fthall know that the 
right is Gop’s alone; and the deitics which they have 
deviled fhall abandon them. Karun was of the 
people of Moses‘; but he behaved infolently to- 

NS Ge Ae eae wards 


© Awimefs out of every nation Kartin atked him, what if he fhould 
viz. ‘the prophet who fhall have been be found guilty of the fame crime? 
font to cach nation. to which Motes anfwered, that in 
Karin was of the people of fach cafe he would faffer the fame 
he commentators tay, ponithment; and thereupon Karin 

was the fon of Yethar for produced a harlot, whom he had 
ar} the uncle of Mofes; aud hired to fwear that Mofes had lain 
ronequenity make him the faine with her, and charged him pub- 
with the Korai of the feriptures. Nicly with it; but on Mofes’s ad- 
This perfon is reprefented by them Jusing the woman to {peak the 
asthe moth beautiful of the Mrael- truth, her refolution failed her, and 
stesy and fo far furpaffing them all fhe confefled that fhe was fuborned 
in opulency, that the riches of Ka- by Karin to accufe him wrongfully ; 
tin have become a proverb, The that then Gop direfted Mofes, whe 
Mohammedans aie indebted tothe bad complained to him. of «his 
Jews for this lait circumfance, to ufage, to command the earth what 
which they have added feveral other he pleafed, and it fhould obey him; 
fables: for they tell us that he built whereupon he faid, O earth, fwal- 
a large paluce overlaid with gold, low them up! and that immediately 
the doors whereof were of mafly the earth opened under Karan and 
gold; that he became fo infolent, his confederates, and fwallowed 
becaufe of his immenfe riches, as them up, with his palace and all 
to iaife a fedition againl Motes; his riches (1). ‘There goes a trae 
rh fome pretend the occafion of dition, that as Karan funk gradu- 
his cbellion to have been his vu- ally into the ground, fir! to his 
wilingnefs to give alms, as Motes kuces, then to his waift, then to 
bec commanded; that one day, his neck, he cried out four feveral 
n that prophet was preaching times, O Mofes, have mercy on me! 
i» the people, and, among other but that Mofes continued to fay, O 
Jaws which he publifhed, declared carth, {wallow them up, till at ‘la 
that adulterers fhould be floned, he wholly difappeared : upon which 


Gon 
























it) Apcturens, Jaxpazo’onry, Al Batoaws, 
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wards them: for we had given him fo much trea- 
fure, that his keys would have loaded feveral {trong 
men, When his people faid unto him, Rejoice 
not immoderately ; for Gop loveth not thofe who re- 
joice in their riches immoderately: but feek to attain, 
by means .of the wealth which Gop hath given thee, 
the future manfion of paradife’. And forget not 
thy portion in this world; but be thou -bounteous 
unto others, as Gop hath been bounteous unto thee : 
and feek not to ack corruptly in the earth; for Gop 
loveth not the corrupt doers. He anfwered, I have 
received thefe riches, only becaufe of the knowledge 
which is with me‘. Did he not know that Gon 
had already deftroyed, before him, feveral genera- 
tions, who were mightier than he in ftrength, and 
had amafled more abundance of riches? And the 
wicked fhall not be afked to difcover their crimes. 
And Karun went forth unto his people, in his 
pomp*. And they who loved this prefent life, faid, 
Oh that we had the like wealth, as hath been 
iven unto Karun! verily he is mafter of a great 
fortune. But on thefe whom knowledge hath been 
beftowed, anfwered, Alas for you! the reward of 
Gop inthe next life, will be better unto him who 
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Gop faid to Mofes, Thou hadit no 
mercy on Karin, though he afked 
pardon of thee four times; buc I 
would have had compaffion on him, 
if he had alked pardon of me but 
once (1), 5 

® Several men.} original 
word properly fignife number 
of perfons from ten to forty, Some 

retend thefe keys were a fufficient 
oad for feventy men; and Abu’Hfeda 
fays forty mules ufed to be employed 
to carry them. 

» This paffage is-parallel to that in 
the New Teftament, Make to your- 
{elves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteoufnefs; that when ye fail, they 
may teceive you into everiafling 


(1) AlBerpaws, V. D’Heruss. Bibl, Orient. Art. Carun. 
(3) V. R. Guspac. Shalfh. hakkab. p. 1g. 


Q2 


XVL Qe 
zavo’ooty, Al Bripawie 


habitations (2). 

5 Becaule of the knowledge which 
is with me. ]—For fome fay he was 
the mo!! learned of all the Ifraclites, 
and the befl verfed in the law, after 
Moles and Aaron; others pretend 
he was fkilled in chymiflry, or in 
merchandifing, or other arts of 
gain; and others fuppofe (as the 
Jews alfo fable @, that he found 
out the treafures of Jofeph in Egypt 


(4). : 

* In his pomp. ]—It is faid he rode 
ona white mule, adomed with trap- 
pings of gold, and that he was 
clothed in’ purple, and attended by 
four thoufand men, all well mounted 
and richly dreft. 


(2) Luke 
(4) Jane 


Shalt 


‘ 
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{hall believe and do good works: but none fhall at- 
tain the fame, except thofe who perfevere with con- 
ftancy. And we cauled the ground to cleave in fun- 
der, and to {wallow up him and his palace: and he 
had no forces to defend him, befides Gop: neither 
was he refcued from punifhment. And the next 
morning, thofe who had coveted his condition the day 
before, faid, Aha! verily Gop beftoweth abundant 
provifion on fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth; and 
he is {paring unto whom he pleafeth. Unicfs Gop had 
been gracious unto us, certainly the earth had fwal- 
lowed us up alfo. Aha! the unbelievers hall not 
profper. As to this future manfion of paradife, we 
will give it unto them who feek not to exalt themfelves 
in the earth, or to do wrong; for the happy iffue fhall 
attend the pious. Whofo doth good, fhall receive a 
reward which fhall exceed the merit thereof; but as to 
him who doth evil, they who work evil thall be re- 
warded according to the merit only of that which they 
fhall have wrought. Verily he who hath given thee 
the Koran for a rule of faith and praétice, will cer- 
tainly bring thee back home unto,Mecca', Say, My 
Lory belt knoweth who cometh with a true dire€tion, 
and who is ina manifelt error. Thou didft not ex- 
pect that the book of the Koran fhould be delivered 
unto thee: but thou haft received it through the mercy 
of thy Lorp. Be not. therefore affifting to the unbe- 
lievers; neither let them turn thee afide from the 
fiens of Gon, after they have been fent down unto 

@: and invite men unto thy Ld. And be not 
thou an idolater; neither tivoke any other god, to- 
gether with the true Gon: there is none but he. 
Every thing fhall perifh, except himfelf: unto him 
beiongeth judgment; and before him fhall ye be af- 
fembled at the laft-day. 








! THe who hath given thee the Ko-  Johfa, in his fight from Mecca to 
rin, will bring thee back to Mecca.] Medina, to comfort him, and fill 
This verfo. fome fay, was revealed his complaiis. 
ro Mohammed when rrived at 
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C H A P. XXIX. 
Intitled, The Spider"; revealed at Mecca’ 
In the name of the moft merciful Gov. 


L. M.° Do men imagine that it fhall be fuf- 

e ficient for them? to fay, We believe; while 
they be not proved?? We heretofore proved thofe 
who were before them; for Goo will furely know 
them who are fincere, and he will furely know the 
liars. Do they who work evil think that they fhal} 
prevent us from taking vengeance on them ? An ill 
judgment do they make. Whofo hopeth to meet 
Gop, verily Gon’s appointed time will certainly 
come; and he both heareth and knoweth. Whoever 
ftriveth to promote the true religion, ftriveth for the 
advantage of his own foul; for Gop needeth not any 
of his creatures; and as to thofe who believe and 
work righteoufnels, we will expiate their evil deeds 
from them; and we will give them a reward accord- 
ing to the utmoft merit of their aétions. We have™ 
commanded man to fhew kindnefs towards his pa-__ 
rents: but if they endeavour to prevail with thee to 
aflociate with me that concerning which thou haft 


™ Tranfient mention is made of 
this infe&, towards the middle of 
the chapter. 

® Some think the firfl ten verfes, 
ending with thefe words, And he 
well Knoweth the hypocrites, were 
revealed at Medina, and the reft at 
Mecca ; and others believe the re- 
verfe. © 

® See the Prelim. Difc. fet. UE, 
p. 78, &c. 
» That it fhall be fufficient for 
them.]—Literally, That they fhall 
be letalone, &c. 

« While they be not proved. ]— 
This paffage reprchends the impati- 


ence of fome of the prophet’s com- 
panions, under the hardihips which 
they fuftained in defence of their re- 
ligion, and the loffes_ which they 
fullered from the infidels; repre- 
fenting to them that fuch trials and 
affli@tions were neceffary to diftin- 
guifh the fincere perfon from the 
hypocrite, ard the fteady from the 
wavering. Some fuppofe it to have 
been occafioned by the death of 
Mahja, Omar's flaye, killed by an 
arrow at the battle of Bedr, which 
was deeply lamented and laid to 
heart by his wife and parents (1). 


(2) Al Barpawi, 
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Unto me fhall ye 
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no knowledge, obey them not. 
return ; and 1° will declare unto you ‘what ye have 
done. Thofe who believe, and fhall work righteouf- 
nefs, we-will furely introduce into paradife, among 
the upright. There are fome men who fay, We be- 
lieve in Gop; but when fuch a one is affliGed for 
Gon’s fake. he cliccmeth the perfecution of men to 
be as gricvous as the punifhment of Gop. Yet if fuc- 
cels cometh from thy Lorp, they fay, Verily we 


are with you. 


the hypocrites, 
believe. 
fins, 


Doth not Gop well know that which. 
is in the breafts of his creatures ? 
knoweth the true believers, 


Verily Gop well 
and he well knoweth 


The unbelicvers fay unto thofe who 
Follow our way; and we will bear your 


Howbeit.they fhall not bear any part of their 


fins ; for they are ‘liars: but they fhall furely bear 


their own burdens, 


and other burdens befides their 


own burdens‘; and they fhall be examined, on the 


day of refurreétion, 


concerning that which they have 


fallely deviled. We heretofore fent Noau unto his 
people ; and he tarried among them one thoufand 
years, fave fifty yearst: and the deluge took them: 


* If they endeavour to prevail 
with thee to_affociate with me that 
concerning which thou haftno know- 
ledge.]—That is, if they endeavour 
to pervert thec to idolatry. The 
pallage is faid to have been revealed 
on account of Saad Ebn Abi Wak- 
Kas and his mother Hamna, who, 
when fhe heard that her fon had em- 
braced Mohammedifm, fore that 
the would neithercat nor drink till he 
returned to his old religion, and kept 
her oath for three days /1). 

* Other burdensbefide§ their own. } 
—-viz. The guilt of teducing others, 
which fhall be added to the guile of 
their own obftinacy, without di- 
munifhing the guilt of fuch as thall 
be feduced by them. 

* Noah tarried among his_ people 
nine hundred and fifty years, This 


(a) Idem, 


{2) Idem, Zamaxu, 


away, 


is true, if the whole life of Noah be. 
reckoned ; and accordingly Abu‘l- 
feda fays he was fent to preach in- 
his two hundred and fiftieth year, 
and that he lived in all nine hun- 
dred and fifty: but the text feemin 
to tpeak of thofe years only, whic 
he ipent in preaching to the wicked 
antediluvians, the commentators fup- 
pofe him to have lived much longer. 
Some fay the whole length of his 
life was a thoufand and fifty years ; 
that his miffion happened in the 
fortieth year of his age, and that 
he lived “after the flood fixty years 
{2}: and others give different num- 
bers ; one, in particular, pretending 
that Noah lived near Sixteen hundred 
years (3). 
This circumftance, fays al Bei- 
dawi, was mentioned to encourage 
Mohammed, 


(3) Caaz, apud Yahyam. 
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away, while they were aéling unjuftly ; but we de- 
jivered him and thofe who were in’ the ark, and we 
made the fame* a fign unto all creatures. We alfo 
fent Anranam; when he {aid unto his people, Serve 
Gop, and fear him: this will be better for you; if 
ye undesitand, Ye only worfhip idols befides Gon, 
and forge a lie. Verily thofe which ye worfhip, be- 
fides Gop, are not able to make any provifion for 
you: feck therefore your provifion from Gop; and 
ferve him, and give thanks unto him ; unto him 
fhall ye return. If ye charge me with impofture “, 
verily fundry nations before you likewife charged their 
prophets with impofture: but public preaching only 
is incumbent onan apoftle. Do they not fee how 
Gop produceth creatures, and afterwards reftoreth 
them*? Verily this is cafy with Gop. Says Go 
through the carth, and fee how he originally pro- 
duced creatures: afterwards will Gop re-produce 
another produétion; for Gop is almighty. He will 
punifh whom he pleafeth, and he will have mercy 
on whom he pleafeth, Before him fhall ye be brought 
at the day of judgment: and ye fhall not efcape his 
reach, either in earth, or in heaven’; neither fhall 
ye have any patron or defender befides Gop. As for 
thofe who believe not in the figns of Gon, or that 
they fhall mect him at the refurre@tion, they fhall 


defpair of my mercy, and 
nifament prepared. And 


Mohammed, and to affure bim that 
Gon, who fupported Noah fo many 
years againtt the oppofition and 
plots of the antediluvian infidels, 
would not fail to defend him againft 
all the attempts of the idolatrous 
Meccans and their partifans. 

«The fame. ]—i. ¢. The ark. 

~ If ye charge me with impofture, 
&c,J——-This feems to be part of 
‘Abraham’s {peech to his people : but 
fome fuppofe that Gon here fpeaks, 
by way of apoftrophe, firt to the 
Koreifh, and afterwards to Moham- 
med; and that the parenthefis is 
continued to thefe words, And the 


Q4 


for them is a painful pu- 
the anfwer of his people 


anfwer of his people was no other, 
&e.J—In which cafe we fhould have 
faid, If ye charge Mohammed your 
apottic with impofture, &c. 

= Do they not fee how Gop pro- 
duceth creatares, and afterwards re- 
ftoreth them ?]—The infidels are bid 
to confider how Goo caufeth the 
fruits of the earth to fpring forth, 
and reneweth, them every year, as 
in the preceding; which is an ar- 
gument of his power to raife man, 
whom he created at firit, to life 
again after death, at bis own ape 
pointed time. y 

7 See pfalm cxxxix. 7, &e. 
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was no other than that they faid, Slay him, or burn 
him. But Gop faved him from the fire?, Verily 
herein were figns unto people who believed. And 
Asranam faid, Ye have taken idols, befides Gon, 
to cement affcétion between you in this life: but on 
the day of refurréétion, the one of you fhall deny the 
other, and the one of you fhall curfe the other ; and 
your abode fhall be hell-fire, and there fhall be none 
to deliver you. And Lor believed on him. And 
Asrauam faid, Verily I fly from my people, unto the 
place which my Lorp hath commanded-me ; for he is 
the mighty, the wife. And we gave him Isaac, 
and Jacon; and we placed among his defcendants 
the gift of prophecy and the {criptures : and we gave 
him his reward in this world; and in the next he 
fhall be one of the righteous. We alfo fent Lor; 
when he faid unto his people, Bo ye commit filthi- 
ne{s which no creature hath committed before you? 
Do ye approach luftfully unto men, and lay wait in 
the highways*, and commit wickednefs in your af- 
fembly’? And the anfwer of his people was no other 
than tha they faid, Bring down the vengeance of 
Gop upon us, if thou fpeakeft truth. Loy faid, O 
Lorp, defend me againft the corrupt people. And 
when our imeflengers came unto Aprawam with 
good tidings, they faid, We’ will furely deftroy the 
inhabitants of this city; for the inhabitants thereof 
are unjult docrs. AbRAHAM anfwered, Verily Lor 
dwelleth there. They replied, We well know who 
dwellcth therein: we’ will furely deliver him and his 
family, except his wife; the thall be one of thofe 
who remain behind. And when our meffengers came 
unto Lor, he was troubled for them, and his arm 
was ftraitened concerning them“ But they . faid, 
Fear not, neither be grieved; for we will deliver 


* See chap, a1. p. 158. » And commit wickednefs in your 
* And lay wait in the hbighways.J-  aflembly.]—~Their meetings being 
Some fuppole the Sodomites robbed {cenes of odfcenity and riot. 
and murdered the paffengers; others, < See chap. 11. p. 96, 
pet they unnaturally abufed their 4 See ibid. P 8. 
OLUCS. 


thee 
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thee and thy family, except thy wife ; for fhe fhall 
be one of thofe who remain behind. We will furely 
bring down upon the inhabitants of this city ven- 
geance from heaven, for that they have been wicked 
doers : and we have lefi thereof a manifeft fign* unto 
people who underftand. And unto the inhabitants of 
Mapiaw we fent their brother Soars; and he faid 
unto them, O my people, ferve Gon, and expeét the 
laft-day ‘and tranfgrefs not, atting corruptly in the 
earth, But they accufed him of impofture ; where- 
fore a ftorm from heaven‘ affailed them, and in the 
morning they were found in their dwellings dead and 
protirate, And we alfo deftroyed the tribes of Ap, 
and Tuamup; and this is well known unto you 
from what yet remains of their dwellings. And Sa- 
‘tax prepared their works for them, and turned 
them afide from the way of truth; although they 
were fagacious people, And we likewife deftroyed Ka- 
run, and PHARAOH, and Haman. Moses came 
unto them with evident miracles ; and they behaved 
themfelves infolently inthe earth: but they could not 
efcape our vengeance. Every of them did we deftroy 
in this fin. Againft fome of them we fent a violent 
wind#: fome of them did a terrible noife from heaven 
deftroy’: fome of them did we caufe-the earth to fwal- 
low up': and fome of them we drowned*. Neither 
was Gop difpofed to treat them unjuftly ; but they dealt 
unjuftly with their own fouls. ‘The likenefs of thofe 
who take other patrons befides Gon, is as the likenefs 


© We have left thereof a fign-]— 
viz, The ftory of its deftruéion, 
handed down by common traditi~ 
on; orelfe its ruims, oF fome other 
footficps of this fignal judgment : 
jt being pretended that feveral of 
the ftones, which fell from heaven 
onthole cities, are ill to be feen, 
and that the ground where they 
ftood appears burnt and brackith. 

€ See chap. 7- p- 203+ 

£ Againft (ome of them we fent a 
violent wind.|—~The original word 


properly fignifies a wind that drives 


the gravel and fmall ftones before itz 
by which the form, or fhower of 
flones, which deflroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, feems to be intended. 

® Some of them did a terrible noife 
from heaven deftroy.]—Which was 
the end of Ad and Thamud. 

+ Some of them did we caufe the 
earth to fwallow up.}——As it did 
Karin. 

& Some of them we drowned.J~ 
As the unbelievers in Noah’s time, 
and Pharaoh and his army. 


of 
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of the fpider, which maketh herfelf a houfe: but the 
weakelt of all houfcs furcly is the houfe of the fpi- 
der; if they knew this. Moreover Gop knoweth 
what things they invoke, befides him; and he is the 
mighty, the wife. Thcefe fimilitudes do we pro- 
‘pound unto men: but none underftand them, ex- 
cept the wife. Gop hath ercated the heavens and 
the carth in truth, verily herein is a fign unto the 


.true believers. * Rehearfe that which hath been re- 


vealed unto thee of the book of the Koran: and be 
conflant at prayer; for prayer “preferveth a man 
from filthy crimes, and from that which is: blama- 
bic; and the remembering of Gop is furely a moft 
important duty. Gop knoweth that which ye do. 
Dilpute not againft thofe who have reccivéd the 
fcriptures, unlcfs in the mildeft manner'; except 
againft fuch of them as behave injurioufly towards 
you: and fay, We belicve in the revelation which 
hath been fent down unto us, and alfo in that which 
hath been fent down unto you; our Gop and your 
Gop is onc, and unto him are we refigned. Thus 
have we {cent down the book of the Koran unto 
thee: and they unto whom we have given the former 
{criptures, believe therein ; and of thefe Arabians al- 
fo there is who believeth therein ; and none reje&t our 
figns, except the obftinate infidels. Thou ‘couldeft 
not read any book before this; neither couldeft thou 
write it with thy right-hand ; then had the gainfay~ 
crs jultly doubted of the divine original thereof. But 
the fame is evident figns in the breafts of thofe who 
have received underftanding: for none reje&t our 
figns, except the unjuft. They fay, Unlefs a fign 
be fent down unto him from his Lorp, we will not 
believe. Anfwer, Signs are in the power of Gop 
alone ; and I am no more than a public preacher. Is 
it not fufficient for them that we have fent down unta 


‘In the mildef manner.J—~i, e. fword; though fome think it re- 
Without itt Taugnage, or patfion. lates only to thofe who are in alli« 
‘This verfe is generally fappofed to ance with the Moflems. 
wave been abrogated by that of the 

: thee 
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thee the book of the Koran, to be read unto them? 
‘Verily herein is a mercy, and an admonition unte 
people who believe. Say, Gop is a fuffcient wit- 
ne{fs betwecn me and you; he knoweth whatever is 
in heaven and earth; and thofe who believe in vain 
idols, and deny Gop, they fhall perifh. ‘They will 
urge thee to haften the punifhment which they defy 
thee to bring down upon them": if there had not been 
a determined time for their rc{pite, the punifhment had 
come upon them before this; but it fhall furely over- 
take them fuddenly, and they fhall not forefee it. 
They urge thee to bring down vengeance fwiftly 
upon them: but hell fhall furely encompafs the unbe- 
lievers. On a certain day their punifhment fhall 
fuddenly. affail them, both from above them, and 
from under their feet; and GOD fhall fay, Tafte ye 
the reward of that which ye have wrought. O my 
fervants who have believed, verily my earth is fpa- 
cious; wherefore ferve me". Every foul hall tafte 
‘death: afterwards fhall ye return unto us; and as 
for thofe who fhall have believed, and wrought 
righteoufnels, we. will furely lodge’ them in the 
higher apartments of paradife: rivers fhall flow be- 
neath them, and they fhall continue therein for ever: 
How ‘excellent will be the reward of the workers of 
righteoufnefs ; who perfevere with patience, and put 
their truft in their Lory! How many beafts are 
there, which provide not their food? It is Gop who 
provideth food for them, and for you; and he both 
heareth and knoweth. Verily, if thou afk the 
Meccans, who hath created the heavens and the 
earth, and hath obliged the fun and the moon tq 


may eafily find places of refuge. 


™ Sve chap. 6. p. 65, 
‘4 Mohammed is faid to have declared, 


» My earth is {pacious; wherefore 


ferve me.]—That is, If ye cannot 
ferve me inone city or country, fly 
unto another, where ye may pro- 
fefs the true religion in fafety; for 
the earth is wide enough, and ye 


That whoever flies for the fake of 
his religion, though he flir but the 
diftance of a {pan, merits paradife, 
and fhall be the companion of Abra- 
ham and of himfelf (1). 


(:) Al Bripawi. 


ferve - 
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ferve in their courfes? they will anfwer, Gon. How 
therefore do they lie, in acknowledging of other gods? 
Gon maketh abundant provifion for fuch of his fer- 
vants as he pleafeth ; and is fparing unto him, if he 
pleafeth: for Gop knoweth all things*. Verily if 
thou afk them, who fendeth rain from heaven, and 
thereby quickeneth the earth, after it hath been dead ; 
they will anfwer, Gov. Say, Gop be praifed! But 
the greater part of them do not underftand. This 
“prefent life is no other than a toy, anda play-thing ; 
but the future manfion of paradife is life indeed: if 
they knew this, they would not prefer the former to the 
latter, When they fail in a fhip, they call upon 
Gop, fincerely exhibiting unto him the true religion: 
but when he bringeth them fafe to land, behold, 
they return to their idolatry; to. fhew themfelves un- 
grateful for that which we have beftowed on them, 
and that they may enjoy the delights of this life ; ‘but 
they fhall hereafter know the iffue. Do they not fee 
that we have made the territory of Mxcca an invi- 
olable and fecure afylum, when men are fpoiled iin 
the countries round about them? Do they therefore 
believe in that which is vain, and acknowledge not 
the. goodnefs of Gon? But who is more unjuit than 
he who devifeth a lic againft-Gon, or denieth the 
truth, when it hath come unto him? Is there not in 
hell an abode for the unbelievers? Whoever do their 
utmoft endeayour to promote our true religion, we 
will dire&t them into our ways; for Gop is with the 
righteous. 


* Gop. knoweth all things.]—— good, and who will make a bad ufg 
And particularly who will make a of their riches, 


CHAP. 


Cuar. 30 AL 


KORAN. 


253° 


CHAP. XXX. 


Intitled, The GreEks?® 


; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.M.* 


The Greeks have been overcome by 


e the Perfians*, in the neareft part of the 


® The original word is al Rim; 
by which the later Grecks, or fubjieéts 
of the Conftantinopolitan empire, are 
here meant; though the Arabs give 
the fame name allo to the Romans, 
aud other Europeans. 

© Some except the verfe begin- 
ning at thefe words, Praife be unto 


Gop. 
* See the Prelim. Difc. feé. II. 


p. 78, &e. 

“The Greeks have been overcome 
by the Perfians, &c.]—The aftom- 
lifhment of the prophecy contained 
in this paffage, which is very famous 
among the Mohammedans, being in- 
fitted on by their do€ors as a con- 
vineing proof that the Koran really 
caine down from heaven, it may be 
excufable to be a finle particular. 

The pailage is faid to have been 
revealed on occafion of a great vic- 
tory obtained by the Perhans over 
the Greeks, the news whereof com- 
ing to Mecca, the infidels became® 
Mrangely elated, and began to abufe 
Mohammed and his followers, ima- 
gining that this fuccefs of the Per- 
fans, who, like themnfelves, were 
idolaters, and fuppofed to have no 
{criptures, againft the Chriltians, who 
pretended, as well as Mohammed, to 
worthip one Gon, and to have divine 
{criptures, was an earne!t of their 
own future fuccefles againft the pro- 
phet and thofe, of his religion: -to 
Fheck which vain hopes, it was fore- 
told, in the words of the text, that 





(1; Jattavo’potry, &e. 


land ; 


how improbable foever it might feem, 
vet the fale fhould be turnéd in a 
few years, and the vanquifhed Greeks 
prevail as remarkably againft the 
Perfians, 

That this prophecy was exactly 
fulfilled, the commentators fail not 
to obferve, though they do not ex- 
aétly agree in the accounts they give 
of its accomplifhment ; the number 
of years hetween the two ations 
being not precifely determined. 
Some place the viétory gained 
by the Perfians in the fifth. year 
before the Hejra, and their defeat 
by the Greeks in the fecond year 
after it, when the battle of Bedr 
was fought (1): others place the 
former in the third or fourth year 
before the Hejra, and the latter in 
the end of the fisth, or beginning 
of the fevench year after it, when 
the expedition of al Hodeibiyah was. 
undertaken (2). 

"the date of the vidtory gained by 
the Greeks, in the firft gof thele 
accounts, interferes with a flory 
which the commentators tell, of a 
wager laid by Abu Becr with Obba 
Ebn Khalf, who tured this pro- 
phecy into ridicule. Abu Becr at 
fitit laid ten voung camels that the 
Perfians fhould receive an overthrow 
within three years; but on his ac- 
quainting Mohammed with what he 
had done, the prophet told him 
that the word, bed’, made ufe of in 
this pallage, figmfed no determi- 

%, nale 


{2} Al Zamara. At Betoawt. 
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land‘; but after their defeat, they fhall overcome the- 
others in their turn, within a few years. Unto Gop 
belongeth the difpofal of this matter, both for what is 
paft, and for what is to come: and on that day fhall 
the believers rejoice in the fuccefs granted by Gon; 
for he granteth fucccfs unto whom he pleafeth, and 


Cap. 30. 


he is the mighty, the merciful. 


nate number of years, but any num- 
ber from three to nine, (though fome 
fuppofe the tenth year is included) 
and therefore advifed hin to prolong 
the ume, and to raile the wager; 
which he accordingly propofed to 
Obba, and they agreed that the time 
affgned fhould be nine years, and 
the wager aa hundred camels. Be- 
fore the time was clapfed, Obba died 
of a wound he had received at Ohod, 
in the third year of the Hejra (1) ; 
but the event afterwards fhewing 
that Abu Beer had won, he received 
the camels of Obba's heirs, and 
brought them in triumph to Moham- 
med (2). 

Hittory informs us, that the fuc- 
ceffes of Khofru Parviz, king of 
Perfia, who carried on a terrible 
war againft the Greek empire, to 
revenge the death of Maurice his 
father-in-law, flain by Phocas, were 
very great, and continued in an 
uninterrupted courfe for two and 
twenty years. Particularly in the 
yearof Curist 615, about the be- 

inning of the Gixth year before the 

dejra, the Perfians, having the pre- 
ceding year conquered Syria, made 
themfclves matters of Palefiine, and 
took Jerufalem ; which feems to be 
that fiynal advantage gained over 
the Giecks mentioned in this paf- 
fage, as agreeing beft with the 
terms bere uled, and moff likely to 
alarm the Arabs by realon of the!r 
vicinity to the {cene of aétion: and 
there was fo little probability, at 
that time, of the Greeks being able 












(1) See chap. 23. p. 203. not. ». 
&e, 


(3) V.ettam Assesan. Bibl. Orient. 


This is the promife 


to retrieve their folles, much Jefs to 
difttefs the Perfians, that in the fol- 
lowing years the arms of the latter 
made {till farther and more confi- 
derable progrefles, and at length the 
laid ficge to Conftanunople itfelf. 
But in the year 623, in which the 
fourth year of the Hejra began, about 
ten years after the taking of Jerufa- 
lem, the Grecks, when it was leaft 
expefted, gained a remarkable vice 
tory over ie Perfians, and not only 
obliged them to quit the territories 
of the empire, by carrying the war 
into their own country, but drove 
them tothe laft extremity, and fpoil- 
cd the capital city al Madayen; He- 
i ng, thenceforward, a 

feries of good fortune, to 
the gepofition and death of Khofra. 
For more exct information in thefe 
matters, and more nicely fixing the 
dates, either fo as to correfpond with, 
or to overturn this pretended pro- 
phecy, (ncither of which is my bu- 
finefs here) the reader may have re= 
courfe to the hiftorians and chronolo- 
gers (3). 

“In the neareft part of the land.] 
~Some interpreters, fuppofing that 
the land here meant is the land of 
Arabia, or clfe that of the Grecks, 
place the feene of afiion in the cone 
fines of Arabia and Svria, near Boftra 
and Adhraat (4); others imagine the 
land of Perfia is intended, and lay 
the fcene of Mefopotamia, on the 
fronticrs of that kingdom but 
Ebn Abbas, with more probability, 
thinks it was in Paleiline. 








(2) Al Berpawr, {attacoisor, 
t. 3. part. Lp. 411, &e. & 


Boutatnv. Vie de Moham. p. 333, &e. {4} Yauya, Al Berpawr 


(5) Mosanen, apud Zamaxu. 


Jarvsro’ppin, 


of 
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of Gop: Gop will not a& contrary to his promife: 
but the greater part of men know not the veracity of 
GOD. They know the outward appearance of this 
prefent life; but they are carelefs as to the life to 
come. Do they not confider within themfelves that 
Gop hath not created the heavens and the earth, and 
whatever is between them, otherwife than in truth, 
and hath fet them a determined period? Verily a great 
numbcr of men reje& the belicf of their future meet- 
ing their Lorp at the refurrection. Do they not pafs 
through the carth, and fee what hath been the end 
of thole who were before them? They excclled the 
Meccans in ftrength, and broke up the earth’, 
and inhabited it in greater affluence and profperity 
than they inhabit the fame: and iheir apoftles came 
unto them with evident miracles; and Gon was not 
difpofed to treat them unjuftly, but they injured their 
own fouls by their obftinate infidelity; and the end of 
thofe who had done evil, was evil, becaufe they 
charged the figns of Gop with falfehood, and laugh- 
ed the fame to {corn Gop produceth creatures, and 
will hercafter reftore them to life: then fhall ye re- 
turn unto him. And on the day whereon the hour 
fhall come, the wicked fhall be {truck dumb for de- 
fpair: and they fhall have no interceffors from among 
the idols which they affociated with Gop; and they 
fhall deny the falfe gods which they affociaed with 
him. On the day whercon the hour fhall come, on 
that day fhall the true belicvers and the infidels be 
feparated: and they who fhall have believed,- and 
wrought rightcoulnefs, fhall take their pleafure ina 
delightful meadow ; but as for thofe who fhall have 
difbelieved, and rejetted our figns, and the, mceting 
of the-next life, they {hall be delivered up 1b punifh- 
ment. Wherefore glorify Gop, when the. evening 


.* And broke up the earth.J—Te to ill the ground for feed, &e. 
dig for water and munerals, and (12. 


(2) Al Breceawr - : 
overtaketh 
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overtaketh you, and when ye rife in the morning : 
and unto him be praife in heaven and earth; and at 
fun-fet, and when ye reft at noon“, He bringeth 
forth the living out of the dead, and he bringeth 
forth the dead out of the living*; and he quickeneth 
the earth after it hath been dead: and in like man- 
ner fhall ye be brought forth from your graves. Of 
his figns one is, that he hath created you of duft; 
and behold, ye are become men, fpread over the face 
~of the carth. And of his figns another is, that he 
hath created for you, out of yourfelves, wives, that 
ye may cohabit with them; and hath put love and 
compatfion between you: verily herein are figns un- 
to people who confider. And of his figns are alfo 
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the 
variety of your languages, and of your complexions’: 
verily herein are figns unto men of underftanding. 
And of his figns are your fleeping by night and ‘by 
day, and your feeking to provide for yourfelves of his 
abundance : verily hercin are figns unto people whe 
hearken. OF his figns othcrs are, that he fhewetl: 
you the Jightning, to {trike terror, and to give hope 
of rain, and that he fendeth down water from hea- 
ven, and quickeneth thereby the earth, after it hath 
been dead, verily herein are figns unto people who 
underftand. And of his figns this alfo is one, namely, 
that the heaven and the carth ftand firm at his com- 
mand: hereafter, when he fhall call you out of the 
earth at one fummons, behold, ye fhall come forth. 
Unto him are fubje€t whofoever are in the heavens’ 
and on earth: all are obcdicnt unto him. It is -he 


™ Glorify Goo in the evening, * See chap. 3. p. 59. 





cc, }—Some are of opin 





that the Y The variety of your languages 
five times of prayer are intended in and complexions. ]--Which are cer 
this pallage the evening including tainly moft wonderful, and, as i 
the ume hoth of the prayer of fun- conceive, very hard to he accounted 
fet, and of the evening prayer pro- for, if we allow the feveral nations 
erly fo called, and the word I inthe worldto be all the offspring 
ave rendered at fun-fer, marking of one man, as we are affured by 
the hour of afternoon prayer, fince  feripture they are, without having 
ut may be applied alto to the time a recourfe to the immediate omnipo- 
litcle before fun-ter. tency of Gon, 














who 
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who originally produccth a creature, and afterwards 
reftoreth the fame to life: and this is moft eafy with 
him. He juttly challengeth the moft exalted compa- 
rifon in heaven and earth*; and he is the mighty, 
the wife. He propoundeth unto you a comparifon 
taken from yourfelves. Have ye, among the flaves 
whom your right-hands poffels, any partner in the 
fubftance which we have beftowed on you, fo that ye 
become equal fharers therein with them, or that ye 
fear them as ye fear one another*? Thus do we 
diftinétly explain our figns, unto people who under- 
ftand. But thofe who att unjultly by attributing com- 
panions unto GOD, ‘follow their own lults, without 
knowledge: and who fhall dire&t him whom Gop 
fhall caufe to err? They fhall have none to help 
them. Wherefore be thou orthodox, and fet thy 
face towards the true religion, the inftitution of Gop, 
to which he hath created mankind difpofed: there 
is no change in what Gop hath created®, This is 
the right religion; but the greater part of them 
know it not. And be ye turned unto him, and fear 
him, and be conftant at prayer, and be not idolaters. 
Of thofe who have made a {chifm in their religion, 
and are divided into various fe€ts; every fet rejoice 
in their own opinion. When adverfity befalleth men, 
they call upon their Lorn, turning unto him: af- 
terwards, when he hath caufed them to talte of his 
mercy, behold, a part of them affociate other 
deities with their Lorp; to fhew themfelves ungrate- 
ful for the favours which we have beftowed on them. 


Enjoy therefore the vain 


» He juftly challengeth the moft 
exalted comparifon, &c. J-That is, In 
{peaking of him we ought to make 
ufe of the moft noble and magnificent 
expreffions we can potibly devile. 

+ See chap. 16. p. 84. + 

> The inftitution of Gao, to which 
hhe hath created mankind difpofed, 
&c.J—i.e. The immutable law, or 
rule, to which man is naturally dif- 


Vor. I, 


R 


pleafures of this life; but 


pofed to conform, and which every 
one would embrace, as moft fit for a 
rational creature, if it were not for 
the prejudices of education, The 
Mohammedans have a tradition that 
their prophet ufed to fay, That every 
patos is born naturally difpofed to 

come a Moflem; but that a man’s 
parents make him a Jew, a Chriftian, 
or a Magian. 


hereafter 
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hereafter fhall ye know the confequence. Have we 
{ent down unto them any authority, which fpeaketh 


of the falfe gods which 
When we caufe men to 
therein ; 


they affociate with him<? 
tafte mercy, 
but. if evil befalleth them, 


they rejoice 
for that which 


their hands have before committed, behold, they 


defpair*. 


unto people who believe. 
kin to thee 


Do they not fee 
vifion abundantly on whom he pleafeth, 
ing unto whoni he pleafeth ? 


his reafonable due; 


that Gop beftoweth pro- 
and is {par- 

Verily hercin are figns 
Give unto him who is of 
and alfo to the poor, 


and the flranger: this. is better for thofe who feek 


the face of Goo; and the 


ye fhall give in ufurys 


fubflance, fhall- not be 


y thall profper. Whatever 
to be an increafe of men’s 


increafed by the blefling of 


GOD: but for whatever ye thal sivein alms, for Gon’s 
‘twofold 


fake, ye fhall receive a ‘twofol 
and hath provided food for 
ufe you to die; and after 


who hath created you, 


you: hereafter will he ‘ca 
that will he raife you again to life. 
your falfe gods, who is able to do 


things? Praife 


réward. It is Gop 


Is there any of 
the Icaft of thefe 


be unto him; and fr be he removed 
from what they affociate with him! 


Corruption 


hath appeared by land and by fea, for the crimes 


which men’s hands have comnuitted ; 


that it might 


make them to tafte® a part of the fruits of that 


which they have wrought, 
might turn from their evil 


the earth, 


that peradventure they 
ways. Say, Go through 


and fee what hath been the end of thofe 


who have been before you: the greater part of them 


were idvlaters, 


“ Have we fent ¢own unto them 
any authority, (peaking of the faile 
gods, &e.J-That is, Have we either 
hy the mouth of any prophet, or by 
any written revelation, commanded 
or encouraged the worthip of more 
gods than one? 

* They defpair.]—~And feck not to 
regain the favour of Gon by timely 
repentance, 


* In ulury.J—Or by way of bribe. 





Sct thy face therefore towards the 


The word may include any fort of 
extortion or illicit gain. ., 

+ Corruption. ]—viz. Mifchief and 
public calamities; fuch as famine, 
pefiilence, droughts, thipwrecks, &c. 
Or erroneous do@rines, or a general 
depravity of manners. 

® That it might make them to 
tafte, &e.J~Some copies read, in the 
firt_perfon plural, That we might 
caufe them to tafle, &c. 


right 
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right religion, before the day cometh, which none 
can put back from Gop. On that day fhall they be 
feparated into two companies: whoever fhall have 
been an unbeliever, on him fhall his unbelief be 
charged; and whoever fhall have done that which is 
right, fhall {pread themfelves couches of repofe in pa- 
radife; that he may reward thofe who fhall believe, 
and work righteoufnefs, of his abundant hberality ; 
for he loveth not the unbelievers. Of his figns one 
is, that he fendeth the winds, bearing: welcome tid- 
ings of rain, that he may caufe you to tafte of his 
mercy; and that fhips may fail at his command,- 
that ye may feek to enrich yourfelves of his abundance 
by commerce; and that ye may give thanks. We 
fent apoftles, before thee, unto. their rcfpeétive peo- 
ple, and they came unto them with evident proofs: 
and we took vengeance on thole who did wickedly ; 
and it was incumbent on us to affift the true believers. 
It is Goo who fendeth the winds, and raifeth the 
clouds, and fpreadeth the fame in the heaven, as he 
pleafeth; and afterwards difperfeth the fame: and 
thou mayeft fee the rain iffuing from the mid{t 
thereof; and when he poureth the fame down on 
fuch of his fervants as he pleafeth, behold, they are 
filled with joy; although before it was fent down 
unto them, before fuch relief, they were defpairing. 
Confider thercfore the traces of Gon’s mercy ; how 
he quickeneth the earth, after its ftate of ° death: 
verily the fame will raife the dead; for he is almighty. 
Yet if we fhould fend a blafting wind, and they fhould 
{ee their corn yellow and burnt up, they would furely 
become ungrateful, after our former favours. ‘Thou 
canft not make the dead to hear, neither canft thou 
make the deaf to hear thy call, when they retire and 
turn their backs; neither canft thou direét the blind 
out of their error: thou fhalt make none to hear, 
except him who fhall believe in our figns; for they 
are refigned unto us. It is Gop who created you in 
weakne(s, and after weaknefs hath given you ftrength; 
and after ftrength, he will again reduce you to weak- 

2 nels, 
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nefs, and- grey hairs: he createth. that which he 
pleafeth ; and he is the wife, the powerful. On the 
day whereon the laft-hour fhall come, the wicked 
will fwear that they have not tarried® above an hour: 
in like manner did they utter lies in their life-time. 
But thofe on whom knowledge hath been beftowed, 
and faith, will fay, Ye have tarried, according to the 
book of Gon‘, until the day of refurreGtion: for this 
is the day of refurre€tion; but ye knew it not. On 
that day their cxcufe fhall not avail thofe who have 
aéted unjufily ; neither fhall they be invited any more 
to make themfelves acceptable unto GOD. And now 
have we propounded unto men, in this Koran, para- 
bles of every kind: yet if thou bring them a verfe 
thereof, the unbelievers will furely fay, Ye are no 
other than publifhers of vain falfehoods. Thus hath 
Gop fealed up the. hearts of thofe who believe not. 
But do thou, O Monammsn, perfevere with con- 
ftancy, for the promife of Gop is true; and let 
not thofe induce thee to waver, who have no certain 
knowledge. 


Cap. 30. 


» That they -have not tarried.J— 


; , ferved Table; or according to what 
viz. In the world, or in their graves. 


is faid in the Koran, where the flate 


Sve chap. 23. p. 186, 

* According to the book of Gon. J 
-—-That is, According to his fore= 
knowledge and decree in the pre. 


{1) Chap. 23, p, 185. 


of the dead is expreffed by thefe 
words (1), Behind them there fhall 
be a bar, until the day of refurrec+ 
tion (2). 


(2) Al Berpawr. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXI. 
Intitled, Loxman ‘; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L, M.* Thefe are the figns of the wife 

e book, a direétion, and a mercy unto the 
righteous; who obferve the appointed times of prayers 
and give alms, and have firm affurance in the life to 
come: thefe are dire€ted by their Lorp, and _ they 
fhall profper. There is a man-who purchafeth a 
ludicrous ftory*, that he may feduce men from the 
way of Gop, without knowledge, and may laugh 
the fame to feorn: thefe fhall fuffer a fhameful pu- 
nifhment. And when our figns are rehearfed unto 
him, he difdainfully turneth his back, as though he 
heard them not, as though there were @ deafnefs in 
his cars: wherefore denounce unto him a grievous 
punifhment. But they who {hall believe, and work 
righteoufnels, fhall enjoy gardens of pleafure; they 
fhall continue therein for ever: this is the certain 
promife of Gon; and he “is the mighty, the wife. 
He hath created the heavens without vifible pillars 


& The chapter is fo intitled from al Nodah Ebn al Hareth, who hav- 
a perfon of this name mentioned ing brought from Perfia the fo- 
therein, of whom more jmmedi- mance of Roflam and Isfandiyar, the 
ately+ two heroes of that country, recited. 

1 Some except the fourth verfe, it in the affemblies of the Koreifhy 
beginning at thefe words, Who ob- highly extolling the power and fplene 
ferve the appointed times of prayer, dor of the ancient Perfian kings, and 
and give alms, &c. And others preferring their tories to tho! fe of A 
three verfes, beginning at thefe and Thamud, David and Solomon, 
words, If all the wees in the earth and the ret qhich are told in the 
were pens, &c. Koran, Some fay that al Nodah 

m See the Prelim. Difc, fe&t. JIL. bought finging gitls, and carried 

78, See them to thofe who were inclined to 

« A ludicrous Rory.}—i- e. Vain become Moflems, to divert them 
and filly fables, The pallage was from their purpofe by fongs and 
reveaicd, it is faid, on occalion of tales (1). 


(1) Idem. 
R 3 to 
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tains firmly rooted, 


A. KORAN. 


to fuftain them, and hath thrown 
let it fhould meve with 


Cua. 31. 
on the earth moun- 
you’; 


and he hath replenifhed the fame with all kinds of 


beafts: and we fend 
caule every kind 
therein. 


down rain from heaven, and 
of nobie vegetable to {pring forth 
This is the ercation of 


Gon: fhew me now 


what they have created, who are worthipped befides 


him? verily the ungodly are 


in a manifeft error, 


We heretofore beftowed wifdom on Loxman®, and 


° He bath thrown on the earth 
mountains firmly rooted, &e.J—See 
chap. 16. p. 77. A learned wri- 
ter (1). im his notes on this pal- 
faye, favs the original word rawa- 
fiya, which the commentators in 
general will have to fignify ftable 
mountains, feems pro} erly to exe 
prefs the Hebrew word mechonim 
1, e@. bafes, or foundatioris ; and 
therefore he thinks the Korén has 
here tranflated that paffage of the 
Pfalms, He laid the Foundations of 
the earth, that it fhould not be mov- 
ed for ever (2). Thisis not the only 
inftanee which might be given, that 
the Mohammedan’ doeors are not 
alwavs the beit interpreters of their 
own [criptures, 

® Lokimin.J—-The Arab writers 
fav, that Lokmin was the fon of 
Baiira, who was the fon or grand. 
fon of a filer or aunt of Job; and 
that he lived feveral centuries, and 
to the time of David, with whom 
he was converfant in Paleftine. 
According to the defcription they 
give of his perfon, he muft have 
been deformed enon h; for they 
fay he was of a black com lexion, 
{whence fome call him anEt iopian} 
with thick lips and fplay feet: but 
in return, he received from Gon 
wifdom and. eloquence in a great 
degree ; which fome Pretend were 
fiven him ina vifion, on his mak- 
ing choice of wifdom preferably to 


(3) AlZamaxa, ALB 
& Marrace in Alc. P. 547~ 


{1) Gor. in Append, ad Erpenii Gram. p. 187, 
} 


the gift of prophecy, either of 
which were offered him. The ge- 
rerality of the Mohammedans there- 
fore hold him to have heen no pro- 
phe:, but only a wife man. As to 
his condition, they fay he was a 
flave, but obtained his liberty on 
the following occafion. His mafler 
aving one day ‘given him a bitter 

melon to eat, he paid him fach ex- 
aQ obedience as to eat it all; at 
which his mafter being furprifed, 
afked him how he could ‘cat {6 
nauleous a fruit? To which he re. 
plicd, it was no wonder, that he 
fhould for once accept a bitter fruit 
from the fame hand from which he 
had received fo many favours (3), 
The commentators mention feveral 
quick repartees of Lakman, which 
together with the circum ftances 
above-mentioned, agree fo well 
with what Maximus’ Planudes has 
written of Efop, that from thence, 
and from the fables attributed .to 
Lokiman by the orientals, the latter 
has been generally thought to have 
been no-other than the Efop of the 
Greeks. However that be, (for I 
think the matter will bear a difpute) 
Tain of opinion, that Planudes bor- 
Towed great part of his life of Efop 
from the traditions he met with in 
the eaft concerning Lokman, con- 
cluding them to have been the fame 
perfon, becaufe they were both 
ilaves, and fuppofed to be the wri- 
ters 


(2) Plal. civ. 5, 


erpawi, &, V. D’Heanas, Bibl. Orient. p. 516, 


commanded 


AL 


commanded him, faying, 
for whoever is thankful, 


CHar. 3s 


vantage of his own foul; 


KORAN. 


Be thou thankful unto Gon: 
fhall be thankful to the ad- 
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and if any fhall be un- 


thankful, verily Goo. is felf-fufficient, and worthy 


to be praifed. 


And remember when Loxman faid 


unto his fon®, as he admonifhed him, O my fon, 


Give not a partner unto Gop; 
We have commanded man concern- 


great impicty. 


for polytheifin is a 


ing his parents’, (bis mother carricth him in her 


womb with weaknefs and faintnefs, 
Be grateful unto me, and to 
fhall all come to be judged. 


in two years) faying, 
thy parents. Unto me 


and he is weaned 


But if thy parents endeavour to prevail on thee to af- 
fociate with’ me that concerning which thou haft no 


knowledge, obey 


them not: 


bear them company in 


this world in what fhall be rceafonable*; but follow 
the way of him who fincercly turncth unto me *. 


Hereafter unto me 


fhall ye return, and then will I 


declare unto you that which ye have done. O my 


fon, verily every. matter, 
it be of the weight of a 


whether good or bad, though 
grain of muftard-feed, and 


be hidden ina rock, or in the heavens, or inthe earth, 


ters of thofe fables which go under 
their refpe€tive names, and bear a 
reat refemblance to one anather ; 
‘ot it has long fince been oblerved 
by learned men, that the greater 
art of that monk’s performance, 
3s an ablurd romance, and fup- 
ported by no evidence of the ane 
cient writers (1). 

@ His fon.]—-Whom fome name 
Anam, (which comes pretty near the 
Eanus of Planudes) fome Alhcam, 
and others Mathan. 

© We have commanded man con- 
cerning his parents, &c.j—The two 
verfes which begin at thefe words, 
and end with the following, viz. 
‘And then will Ideclareunto you that 
which ye have done, ar€ no part of 
Lokmian’s advice ta his fon, but are 


inferted by way of parenthefis, as 
very pertinent and proper to be 
repeated here, to fhew tt ¢ heinouf- 
ne(s of idolatry: they are to be 
read (excepting fome additions) in 
the twenty-ninth chapter, and were 
originally revealed on account of 
Saad Eba Abi Wakkas, as has been 
already obferved (2). 

* Bear them company in what fhail 
be reafonable. ]—Thatis, Shew them 
all deference and obedience, fo far 
as may be confiftent with thy duty 
towards Goo. 

« Follow the way of him who is 
fincerely tuted unto me. ]-The per- 
fon particularly meant here was Kou 
Becr, at whofe perfuafion Saad had 
become a Moflem. : 


(1) V. fa vie dEfope, par Mr. de Mzzrrrac, & Bayxe, Dik. Hift. 


Axt: Efope, Rem. B 


(2) See chap. 29. p. 246, and the notes thereon. 


R4 


Gop 
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Gop will bring the fame to light: for Go is clear- 
fighted and. knowing. O my fon, be conftant at 
prayer, and command that which is juft, and forbid 
that which is evil: and be patient under the affli@ions 
which fhall befal thee; for this is a duty abfolutely 
incumbent onall men. Diftort not thy face out of 
contempt to men, neither walk in the earth with in- 
folence ; for Gop loveth no arrogant, vain-glorious 
perfon. And be moderate in thy pace: and lower 
thy voice; for the moft ungrateful of all voices 
furely is the voice of affes. Do ye not fee that 
Gop hath fubjectcd whatever is in heaven and on 
earth to your fervice, and hath abundantly poured 
on you his favours, bath outwardly and inwardly * ? 
There are fome men who difpute concerning Gop 
without knowledge, and without a dire@tion, and 
without an enlightening book. And when it is faid 
unto them, Follow that which Gop hath revealed 3 
ihey anfwer, Nay, we will follow that which we 
found our fathers to praétife. What, though the 
devil invite them to the torment of hell? Whoever 
refigneth bimfelf unto Gon, being a worker of 
righteoufnefs, taketh hold on a ftrong handle ; and 
unto Gop belongeth the iffuc of all things. But who- 
ever fhall be an unbeliever, let not his unbelief grieve 
thee: unto us fhall they return; then will we de- 
clare unto them that which they have done, for Gop 
knoweth the innermoft parts of the breafts of men. 
We will fuffer them to enjoy this world for a little 
while: afterwards we will drive them to a fevere 
punifhment, If thou alk them who hath created the 
heavens and the earth, they will furely anfwer, Gop. 
Say, Gop be praifed! But the greater part of them 
do not underftand. Unto Gop belongeth whatever is 
in heaven and earth: for Gop is the felf-fufficient, 
the praife-worthy. — If whatever trees are in the earth 
were pens,‘ and he fhould after that fwell the fea into 

® The voice of affes.J——To the Both outwardly and inwardly. J 


braying of which ‘animal the Arabs i.e. All kinds of bleffings, regard- 
liken a loud and difagreeable voice. ing as well the mind as the body. 


feven 
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feven feas of ink, the words of Gop would not be ex- 
haufted*; for Gop is mighty, and wife. Your 
creation and your refufcitation are but as the creation 
and reluicitation of one foul’: verily Gop both hear- 
eth and feeth. Doft thou not fee that Gon caufeth 
the night to fucceed the day, and caufeth the day to 
fuccced the night, and compelleth the fun and the 
moon to ferve you? Each of thofe luminaries hafteneth 
in its courfe to a determined period: and Gop is 
well acquainted with that which ye do. This is 
declared concerning the divine knowledge and power, 
for that Gop is the true Being, and for that what- 
ever ye invoke, befides him, is vanity; and for that 
Gop is the high, the great GOD. Doft thou not 
fee that the fhips run in the fea, through the favour 
of Gop, that he may fhew you of his figns ? Verily 
herein are figns, unto every patient, grateful perfon. 
When waves cover them, like overfhadowing clouds, 
they call upon Gop, exhibiting thé pure religion 
unto him; but when he bringeth them fafe to land, 
there is of them who halteth between the true faith 
and idolatry. Howbeit, none reje&eth our figns, 
except every perfidious, ungrateful perfon. O men, 
fear your Lorn, and dread the day whereon a father 
fhall not make fatisfa€tion for his fon, neither fhall 
a fon make fatisfaétion for his father at all: the pro- 
mife of Gop is affuredly true. Let not this prefent 
life, therefore, deceive you ; neither let the deceiver* 
deceive you concerning Gop. Verily the Rnowledge 
of the hour of judgment is with Gon : and he caufeth 
the rain to defcend, at his own appointed time; and 
he knoweth what is in the wombs of females. No 


* IF whatever trees are in the of one foul.}—Goo being able to 
earth were pens, &c.J—This paflage produce a million of worlds by the 
is faid to have been revealed in an- fingle word Kun, i. e. Be, and to 

: fwer to the Jews, who infifted that raife the dead in general by the 
all knowledge was contained in the fingle word Kum, i.e. Arife. 
law (1). ; ne * The deceiver. Ji. e. The devil. 
¥ As the creation and refufcitation + 


(3} AlBsipaw 
foul 
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foul knoweth what it fhall gain on the morrow; 
neither doth any foul know in what land it fhall 
dic*: but Gop is knowing and fully acquainted 


Cuar, 32. 


with all things. 


* In this paflage five things are 
enumerated, which are known to 
Gop alone, viz, The time of the 
day of judgment; the time of rain; 
what is forming in the womb, as 
whether it be male or female, &c. 
what fhall happen on_the morrow; 
and where any perfon fhall die. 
Thefe the Arabs, according to a tra- 
dition of their propher, call ihe five 
keys of fecrct knowledge. The pa 
Ti itis faid, was occafioned by al 
Hareth Ebn Amru, who propounded 
que(tions of this natare io Moham- 
med. ; 

As to the laft particular, al 





Beidawi relates the following flory. 
‘The angel of death paffing once by 
Solomon ina vifible thape, and lock- 
ing at one who was fitting with 
him, the man afked who he was, 
and upon Solomon’s acquainting him 
that it was the angel of death, faid, 
He feems to want me; wherefore 
order the wind to carry me from 
hence into India: which being ac- 
cordingly done, the angel faid to 
Solomon, I looked fo earneflly at 
the man out of wonder; becaufe I 
was commanded to take his foul in 
India, avd found him with thee in 
Paleftine. 


CHAP, XXXII. 


Intitled, Adoration’; 


revealed at Mecca, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


L.M.* The revelation of this book, there 
«is no doubt thereof, is from the Lorp of all 


creatures. 


hath come before thee?; 
directed, 


Will they fay, Monamnep hath forged 
it? Nay, it is the truth from thy Lonp, 
mayeft preach to a people, 
peradventure they will be 
It is Gop who hath created the heavens 


that thou 
unto whom no preacher . 


and the earth, and whatever is between them, in fix 


days; and then_afcended his throne. 
patron or interceffor befides him. 
fore confider ? He governcth all 


Ye have no 
Will ye not there- 
things from heaven 


even to the earth: hereafter {hall they return unto 


* The title is taken from the 
sniddle of the chaptar, where the 
believers are faid to fall down ador- 


© See the Prelim. Dife. fe. IT. 


p. 78. 


“ See chap. 28, p. t11, 


him, 


Cnars 32. Ar KORAN. 267 


him, on the day whofe length fhall be a thoufand 
years*, of thofe which ye compute. This is he who 
knoweth the future, and the prefent; the mighty, 
the merciful. It is he who hath made every thing 
which he hath created exceeding good; and firlt 
created man of clay, and afterwards made his pofte- 
rity of an extratt of delpicable water’; and then 
formed. him into proper fhape, and breathed of his 
fpirit into him; and hath given you the fenfes of 
hearing and feeing, and hearts to underftand. How 
{mall thanks do ye return! And they fay, When we 
fall lie hidden in the earth, fhall we be raifed thence 
a new creature ? Yea, they deny the meeting of their 
Lorp at the refurreétion. Say, The angel of death®, 
who is fet over you, fhall caufe you to die: then 
fhall ye be brought back unto your Loro. If thou 
couldeft fee, when the wicked’ fhall bow down their 
heads before their Lorn, faying, O Lox, we have 
feen, and have heard: fuffer us therefore to return 
into the world, and we will work that which is right ; 
fince we are now certain of the truth of what hath 
been preached to us: thou wouldft fee an amazing fight. 
If we had pleafed, we had certainly given unto 
every foul its direfion: but the word which hath 


* A thonfand years.J—As to the 


reconciliation of this paflage with 
another (t), which feems contra- 
diftory, See the Preliminary Dif- 
courfe, fect. IV. p. 110, 111. 
Some, however, donot interpret 
the paflage before us of the-refur- 
reGion, but fuppofe that the words 
here deferibe the making and_ex- 
ecuting of the decrees of Gon, 
which are fent down from heaven 
to earth, and. are returned (or af- 
ceud, as the verb properly fignihes) 
back to him, after they have been 
put in execution, and prefent them- 
felves, as it were, fo- executed, to 
his knowledge, in the {pace of a 
day with Goo, but with man, of 


(1) Chap. 70, 


athoufand years. Others imagine 
this {pace to be the ime which the 
angels, who carry the divine de- 
cvees, and bring them back exe- 
cuted, take in defcending and re-af- 
cending, becaufe the diflance from 
heaven to earth is a journey of five 
hundred years: and others fancy 
that the angels bring down at once 
decrees for a thoufand years to 
come, which being expired, they 
return back for. freth orders, &c. 
#). 

* Anextraét of defpicable water.] 
—i. ¢. Seed, 
# See the Prelim. Dife. fe@. IV. 
P94 


(2) Al Baroawr. 
proceeded 
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proceeded from me, mult neceffarily be fulfilled, when 
I faid, Verily I will fill hell with genti and men, al- ~ 
together’, Tafte therefore the torment prepared for 
you, becaufe ye have forgotten the coming of this 
your day: we alfo have forgotten you; tafte there- 
fore a punifhment of eternal duration, for that which 
ve have wrought. Verily: they only believe in our 
figns, who, when they are warned thereby, fall down 
adoring, and celebrate the praife of their Lorn, and 
are not elated with pride: their fides are raifed from 
their beds, calling on their Lorn with fear and with 
hope ; and they diftribute alms out of what we have 
beltowed on them. No foul’ knoweth the com- 
plete fatisfa€tion * which is fecretly prepared for 
them, as a reward for that which they have wrought. 
Shall he therefore, who is a true believer, be as he 
who is an impious tranfgreffor! They fhall not be 
held equal. As to thofe who believe, and do that . 
which is right, they fhall have gardens of perpetual 
abode, an ample recompenfe “for that which they 
fhall have wrought: but as for thofe who impioufly 
tranfgrels, their abode fhall be hell-fire; fo often as 
they fhall endcavour to get thereout, they fhall be 
dragged back into the fame, and it fhall be faid un- 
to them, Tafte ye the torment of hell-fire, which ye 
reje€ted as a falfehood. And we will caufe them to 
talle the nearer punifhment of this world, befides 
the more grievous punifhment of the next; perad- 
venture they will repent. Who is more unjuft than 
he who is warned by the figns of his Lorn, and 
then turneth afide from the fame ? We will furely 
take vengeance on the wicked. We heretofore de- 


Cuar. 32. 


commentators fail not, onoccafion of 
this paflage, to produce that faying of 
their prophet, which was originally 
none of his own; Gon faith, ] have 


» See chap. 7. p. 188. and chap. 


+1. pi 33 
' No fonl.7—Not even an angel 


of thofe who approach neareft Gon’s 
throne, nor any prophet who hath 
been fent by him (1). 

« The complete fatisfaftion. ]-Li- 
serally, The joy of the eyes. The 


prepared for my righteous fervants, 
what eye hath not feen, nor hath ear 
heard, nor hath entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. 


(1) Idem, 


livered 
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livered the book of the law unto Moszs; wherefore 
be not thou in doubt as to the revelation thereof?: 
and we ordained the fame to be a diretion unto 
the children of Israrx; and we appointed teachers 
from among them, who fhould dire& the people at 
our command, when they had perfevered with pati- 
ence, and had firmly believed in our figns. Verily thy 
Lorp will judge between them, on the day of refur- 
rcétion, concerning that wherein they have difagreed. 
Is it not known unto them how many generations we 
have deftroyed before them, through whofe dwellings 
they walk"? Verily herein are figns: will they not 
therefore hearken? “Do they not fee that we drive 
rain unto a land bare of grafs and parched up, and 
thereby produce corn, of which their cattle eat, and 
themfelves alfo? Will they not therefore regard? 
The infidels fay to the true flier: When will this 
decifion be made between us, if ye fpeak truth? An- 
fwer, On the day of that decifion*, the faith of thofe 
who {hall have difbelieved fhall not avail them; nei- 
ther fhall they be ee any longer. Wherefore 
avoid them,’ and expett the iffue: verily they expeét 
to obtain fome advantage over thee. . 


1 Be not thou_in doubt as to the 
revelation thereof. } Or, as fome 
interpret it, of the revelation of the 
Koran to thyfelf; fince the delivery 
‘of the law ta Moles proves that the 
revelation of the Koran to thee is not 
the firft initance of the kind. Others 
think the words fhould be tranflated 
thus, Be not thou in doubt as to thy 
meeting of that, prophet; fuppofing 
that the interview between Mofes 
and Mohammed in the fixth heaven, 
when the latter took his night-jour- 
ney thither, is here intended (1). 


(1) Idem. 





™ Through whofe dwellings they 
walk.]—The. Meccans frequently 
paffing by the places where the 
Adites, Thamudites, Midianites, So- 
domites, &c. once dwelt. 

» On the day of that decifion. J— 
That is, On the day of judgment: 
though fome fuppofe the day here 
intended to be that of the viftory at 
Bedr, or elfe that of the taking of 
Mecca, when feveral of thofe who 
had been profcribed, were put to 
death without remiffion (2). 


(2} See the Prelim. Dife. fet. IL. p. 72. 
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Intitled, The Confederates’; 


KORAN., 
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XXXIL 
revealed at 


Mepina. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon, 


Prophet, fear Gon, 


and obey not the unbe- 


lievers and the hypocrites*: verily Gop is 


knowing and wile, 


But follow that which is re. 


vealed unto thee from thy Lorn; for Gon is well- 


acquainted with that which ve do: 
for Gop is a fufKcient 


in Gon; 


and put thy truft 
prote€tor. Gop 


hath not given a man two hearts within him; nei- 
g 3 


ther hath he 


made your wives 


(fome of whom ye di- 


vorce, regarding them after as your mothers) your 


true mothers; nor hath he 


your true fons’, This 


© Part of this chapter 
e4 on vecation of the war of 
Dich, which happened in the fifth 
ear of the Hejra, when Medina was 
belicged, for above twenty days, by 
the joint and confederate forces of 
feveral Jewith tribes, and of the in- 
habitants of Mecca, Najd, and 
‘Tehama, at the iniligation of the 
Jews of the tribe of Nadhir, who 
had been driven out of their fettle 
ment near Medina, by Mohammed, 
the year betore (1). 

® Obey not the unbelievers and 
hypocrites. J—It is related that Abu 
Sofian, Acrema Ebn Abi Jahl, and 
Abv’l A’war al Salami having an 
amicable interview with Mohan ied, 
at which were prefent alfo Abdallah 
Ebn_ Obba, Moatteb Ebn Kotheir, 
and Jaad Ebu Kais, they propoled 10 
the prophet, that if he would leave 
off preaching againtt the worthip of 
their gods, and acknowledge them 
to be mediators, they would give him 
and his Loxp no farther diftur bance; 
upon which thele words were re. 
vealed (2), 








vas Tey 





Gi) V. Agu’: erpa Vit. Moh. Pp. 
+ 4G ty (2) Al Bsrpawr, 


made your adopted fons 
is your faying in your 
mouths : 


7 Gon hath not given aman two 
hearts.J—~This paflase was revealed 
10 aboilih two garucs amoug the old 
Ambs. The frit was thar manner 
of divorcing their wives, when they 
had no mind to let them go out of 
their houle, or to Marry again: and 
this the hufband did‘ by faying to 
the woman, Thou ‘art henceforward 
to me, as the back of my mother; 
after which words pronounced he 
bRained: from her bed, and re- 
garded her in all retpeéts as his 
mother, and the became’ related to 
all his kindred in the fame degree 
as if fhe had been really fo. "The 
other cuftom was the holding their 
adopted fons to be as nearly related 
to them, as their natural fons, fo 
that the fame impediments of mar- 
riage arote from that fuppoted rela- 
tion, in the prohibited deprees, as 
it would have done in the cafe of a 
gemiine fon. ‘The Jatter Moham- 
med had a particular reafon toabolith, 
viz. his marrying the divorced wife 
oF his freed-mar. Zetd, who was 
alfo his adopted fon; of which more 
will 


73. & Gacwier, Vie de Mahomet, 
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mouths: but -Gop fpeaketh the truth; and he di- 
retteth the right way. Call fuch as are adopted, the 
fons of their natural fathers: this will be more juft 
in the fight of Gop. And if ye know not their fa- 
thers, let them be as your brethren in religion, and 
your companions: and it fhall be no crime in you, 
that ye err’ in this matter; but that fhall be criminal 
which your hearts purpofely defign ; for Gop is gra- 
cious and merciful. ‘The prophet is nigher unto the 
true believers than their own fouls*; and his wives 
are their mothers. ‘lhofe who are related by con- 
fanguinity are nigher of kin the one of them unto the 
others, according to the book of Gop, than the 
other true believers, and the Mohdjerfin*: unlefs 
that ye do what is fitting and reafonable to your re- 


will be faid by and by. By the de- 
claration which introduces this paf- 
fage, that Gop has not given a man 
two hearts, is meant, that a man 
cannot have the fame aff-Aion for 
fappofed parents, and adopted chil- 
dren, as for thofe who are really fo. 
They tell us the Arabs ufed to fay, 
of a prudent and acute perfon, that 
he had two hearts; whence one Abu 
Mamey, or, as others write, Jemil 
Ebn Afad al Fibri, .was furnamed 
Dhv’ikalbein, or the man with two 
hearts (1). 

* That ye err.J—Through igno- 
rance or miltake; or, That ye have 
erred for the time patt, 

* The prophet is nigher unto the 
true believers than their own fouls. } 
Commanding them nothing but 
what is for their intereft and advan- 
tage, and being more folicitous for 
their prefent and future happinefs 
even than themfelves ; for which rea- 
fon he ought to be dear to them, and 
deferves their utmolt love and re- 
fpett. In fome copics fe words 
are added, And he is a father unto 
them; every prophet being the fpi- 
ritual father of his people, who are 






(1) Idem, Jatraroonry, &c. 
{3} Al Berpaws. 
chap. 8. p. 236. 


(4) See the Prelim, Ditc, fe&. V1. p. 282. 


therefore brethren. Ik is faid that 
this paflage was revealed on fome of 
Mohammed's followers telling him, 
when he tummoned them to atten 
in the expedition of Tabic (2), that 
they would afk leave of their fathers 
and mothers (3). ; 

* His wives are their mothers, = 
Though the fpiriraal relation between 
Mohammed and his-people, declared 
in the preceding words, created no 
impediment to prevent his taking to 
wite {uch women among them as he 
thought fit; yet the commentators 
are of opinion that they are here 
forbidden to marry any of his wives 
(a Thofe who are related by con- 
fanguinity are nigher of kin unto one 
another, according to the book of 
Gop, than the true believers and the 
Mohajertin.}]—Thefe words, which 
alfo occur, exccpting the latter part 
of the fentence, in the eighth chap- 
ter, abrogate that law concerning in- 
heritances, publifhed in the fame 
chapter, whereby the Mohajeriin and 
Anfirs were to be the heirs of one 
another, exclufive.of their nearer re- 
lations, who-were infidels (5). 

{) See chap. 9. p. 247. not. *. 


(5) See 


lations 
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lations in general. This is written in the book of 
GOD. Remember when we accepted their covenant 
from the prophets*, and from thee, O Mouammen, 
and from Noau, and Asrauam, and Moses, and 
Jesus the fon of Mary, and received from them a 
firm covenant’, that GOD may examine the {peak- 
ers of truth concerning their veracity*: and he hath 
prepared a painful torment for the unbelievers. O 
true believers, remember the favour of Gop towards 
you, when armies of infidels came againft you’, and 
we fent againft them a wind, and hofts of angels 
which ye faw not”: and Gop beheld that which ye 


~ In the book of Gon.J—i.e. In 
the preferved Table, or the Koran; 
or, as others fuppofe, in the Penta. 
teuch, 

* When we received the covenant 
from the prophets. ]—-~Ja!Jalo’ddin 
fuppofes this covenant was made 
when Adam’s pofterity were drawn 
forth from hi:....oins, and appeared 
before Gon like fmall ants (1): bat 
Marracci conje€tures that the cove- 
nant here meant, was the fame which 
the Talmudifts pretend all the pro- 
phets entered into with Gon on 
mount Sinai, where they were all af- 
fembled in perfon with Motes (2). 

Y A firm covenant.J—Whereby 
they undertook to execute their fe- 
veral commiflions, and promifed to 
pet the religion commanded them 

y Gon, 

* That Gon may examine the 
fpeakers of truth concerning their ve- 
racity.J—i. e. That he may at the 
day of judgment demand of the 
Prophets in what- manner they ex- 
ecuted their feveral commiffions, and 
how they were recéived by their 
people: or, as the words may alfo 
Import, that he may examine thofe 
who believed on them, concerning 
their belief, and reward them accord- 
ingly. 

* When armies of infidels came a- 
gaint you,]—Thefe were the forces 


(1) See chap. 7. p. 220, 


did. 


.of the Koreifh and the tribe of Ghat- 


fan, confederated with the Jews of al 
Nadhir and Koreidha, who befieged 
Medina to the number of twelve 
thoufand men, in the expedition 
called the war of the Ditch. 

* We fent againft them a wind and 
hofls of angels, &c.j——On the 
enemies approach, Mohammed, by 
the advice of Salman the Perfian, 
ordered a deep ditch or entrench- 
ment to be dug round Medina, for 
the fecurity of the city, and went‘out 
to defend it with three thoufand men. 
Both fides remained in their camps 
near a month, without any other aéts 
of hoftility than fhooting of arrows, 
and flinging of ftones; till, in a 
winter’s night, Goo fent a piercin; 
cold eaft-wind, which benumbe 
the limbs of the confederates, blew 
the duft in their faces, extinguithed 
their fires, overturned their tents, 
and put their horfes in diforder, the 
angels at the fame time crying, Allah 
achar round about their camp; 
whereupon Toleiha Ebn Khowailed 
the Afadite faid aloud, Mohammed 
1s going to attack you with enchant. 
ments, wherefore provide for your 
fafety by flight : and accordingly the 
Koreifh firft, and afterwards the 
Ghatfanites, broke up the fiege, and 
té&firned home; which retreat wa: 
alfo not a little owing to the dita: 

ons 


(2) See chap. 3. p. 72. 
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_ did. When they came againft you from above you, 
‘ and from below you‘, and when your fight became 
troubled, and your hearts came even to your throats 
for fear, and ye imagined of Gop various imagina- 
tions’, There were the faithful tried, and made to 
tremble with a violent trembling. And when the 
hypocrites, and thofe in whofe heart was an infirmity, 
faid, Gop and his apoftle have made you no other 
than a fallacious promife%. And when a party of 
them! faid, O inhabitants of Yatures’, there is 
no’ place of fecurity for you here; wherefore return 
home. Anda part of them afked leave of the pro- 
phet to depart, faying, Verily our houfes are defence- 
lefs and expofed to the enemy : but they were not de- 
fencelefs; and their intention was no other than to 
fly. If the city had been entered upon them by the 
enemy from the parts adjacent, and they had been 
afked to defert the true believers, and to fight againft 
them; they had furcly confented thereto: but they 
had not, in fuch cafe, remained in the fame’, but a 


fions among the confederate forces, 
the raifing and fomenting whereof 
the Mohammedans alfo afcribe to 
Gon. Itisrelated that when Mo- 
hammed heard that his enemies were 
retired, he faid, I have obtained fuc- 
cefs by means of the eaft-wind; and 
Ad perifhed by the wefl-wind (1). 

© When they came agaioft you 
from above you, and from below 
you. }~-The Ghatfanites pitched on 
the eaft fide of the town, on the 
higher patt of the valley; and the 
Koreifh on the weft fide, on the 
lower part of the valley (2). 

“Ye imagined of Goo varioys 
imaginatians. |The fincereand thofe 
who were more firm of heart fearing 
they fbould not be able to fland the 
trial; and the weaker-hearted and hy- 
pocrites thinking themfelves deliver- 
ed upto flaughter and deftruétion. 

© When the hypocrites faid, Gon 
and his apoftle have made you no 


(1) 
(g) Idem. 
Ser. the Prelim. Difc. p. & 


Vor, IT. 


Al Berpawt, Asu’rr. vit. Moh. p. 77, &c. 
V. Asu’cr. ubi fup, p. 76. 


s litle 


other than a fallacious promife.J— 
The perfon who uttered thefe words, 
jt is faid, was Moatteb Eba Kofheir, 
who told his fellows that Moham~ 
med had promifed them the {poils of 
the Perfians and the Greeks, whereas 
now not one of them dared to flir out- 
of their entrenchment (3). 

© When a party of them faid, &c.] 
—viz. Aws Ebn Keidhi, and his ad- 
herents. 

«© Yathreb.j-This was the ancient 
and proper name of Medina, or ofthe 
territory- whercin it ftands. Some 
fuppofe the town was fo named from 
its founder, Yathreb the fon of Ka- 
biya, the fon of Mablayet, the fon of 
Aram, the fon of Sem, the fon of 
Noh; though others tell us it was 
built by the Amalckites (4). 

& Inthe fame.]-i. ¢. In the city; 
or, in their apoftacy ‘and rebellion, 
becaufe the Moflems would furely. 
fucceed at laft. 


(2) Idem. 
(4) Aumen Ean Yusor. 
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little while. They had before made a covenant with 


Gon, that they would not turn their backs:: 
the performance of their c 


examined into hereafter, 

fit you, if ye fly from dea 
if it would, yet {hall ye 
little, 


brethren, Come hither unto 
battle, except a little*; 
you': but when fear 


about, like the eyes of 


inveigh againft you 
vetous of the beft and 


Thefe believe not fincerely 


not en 
Say, Who is he who fhall 
Gob, if he is pleafed to bring evil on you, 
to fhew mercy towards you? 
to patronife or proteét them, 
ready knoweth thofe among 
from following his apollle, 


and 


‘ovenant with ‘Gop fhall be 
Say, Flight fhall not pro- 
th or from flaughter : and 


oy this world but a 
defend you againft 
or is pleafed 

They fhall find none 
befides Gop. Gop al. 
you who hinder others 
and who fay unto their 
us; and who come not to 
being covetous towards 


cometh on them, thou feeft 
them look unto thee for affiftance, 


their eyes rolling 


him who fainteth by reafon of 
the agonies of death : yet when their fear 


is paft, they 


with fharp tongues; being co- 
moft valuable 
3 wherefore Gop hath ren. 
avail ; 
Gop. They imagined that the 


and this is cafy with 
confederates ‘would 


not depart and raife the fiege: and if the confederates 


fhould come another time, they 
the deferts among the Arabs 
and there to inquire after news 


although they were with 
fought not, except a little, 


* Thev had made a covenant with 
Gon, &c. |The perfons meant here 
were Banu Haretha, &c. who having 

ed very ill and run. away on a 
ccrtam occafion, — promifed they 
would do fo no more (1). 

* And who come not to battle, ex- 
cept a little. J—Fither coming to the 
army in {mall numbers; or flaying 
with them but a little while, au 
then returning on fome feigned cx- 
enles or behaving ill in time of ac- 
vou, Some expofitors take thefe 





would wifh to live in 
who dwell in tents a 
concerning you: and 
you this time, ‘yet they 
Ye have in the apoftle 


words to be part of the {peech of the 
hypocrites, refle&ting on Moham- 
med’s companions for lying idle in 
the trenches, and not attacking the 
enemy. 

? Being covetous towards you. Ja 
i. c. Sparing of their affilance either 
in perfon or with their purfe; or, 
being greedy after the booty. 

™ They would with to live in the 
deferts, &e.}-That they might be ab- 
Sent, and not obliged to go to war. 


(3) Al Berpaws, 


of 
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< of Gop an excellent example”, unto him who hopeth 
in Gop, and the laft-day, and remembereth Gon 
frequently. When the true believers faw the confe- 
derates, they faid, This-is what Gop and his apoftle 
have foretold us°; and Gop and his apoftle have 
fpoken the truth: and it only increafed their faith 
and refignation. Of the true believers fome men 
juftly performed what they had promifed unto Gop’, 
and fome of them have finifhed their courfe*, and 
fome of them wait the fame advantage’; and they 
changed not their promife, by deviating therefrom in 
the Icaft: that Gop may reward the juft performers 
of their covenant for their fidelity; and may punifh 
the hypocritical, if he pleafeth, or may be turned 
unto them; for Gop is ready to forgive, and merci- 
ful. Gop hath driven back the infidels in their 
wrath: they obtained no advantage; and Gop 
was a fufficient prote€&tor unto the faithful in_bat- 
tle; for Gov is ftrong and mighty. And he 
hath caufed fuch of thofe who have received the 
{criptures, as affifted the confederates, to come down 
out of their fortreffes'y and he caft into their 
: hearts 
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» Ye have in the apoftte of Gop 
an excellent example. |-viz. Of firm- 
nefs in time of danger, of confidence 
in the divine affiftance, and of piety 
by fervent prayer for the fame. 

“e This is what Gop and his apofile 
have foretold us. |-Namely, That we 
muft not expeét to enter paradife, 
without’ ‘undergoing fome trials and 
tribulations (1). There is a tradition 
that Mohammed a€tually foretold this 
expedition of the confederates fome 
time before, and the fuccefs of it (2). 

P Some men juftly performed what 
they had _promrfed unto Gon.]—By 
ftanding firm with the prophet, and 
firenuoufly oppofing the enemies of 
the true religion, according to their 
engagement, : 

@ Some of them have finifhed 


Se 


(1) See chap. 2. p. 98. chap. 3. p. 80. chap. 29. p. 246, &c. 
deca, (4) Ay’ Le. vity 


(3) 1 


Bewwawi- 


their courfe.J-Or, as the words may 
be tranflated, Have fulfilled their 
vow, or paid their debt to nature, by 
falling martyrs in battle ; as did Ham- 
za, Mohammed's uncle, Mafab Ebn 
Omair, and Ans Ebn al Nadr (3), 
who were flain at the battle of Ohod, 
The martyrs at the war of the Ditch 
were fix, including Saad Ebn Mo- 
Adh, who died of his wound about a 
month after (4). 

* And fome wait for the fame ad- 
vantage. ]—As Othman and Telha 


5 Such of thofe who have received 
the fcriptures, as affited the confede- 
rates.]—Thefe were the Jews of 
the tribe of Koreidha, who, though 
they were in league with Moham- 
nied, had, at the inceffant perf. 

jon 


(2} AL 


oh. pe 79. (5) Al Berpaws. 
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hearts terror and difmay * 
and a part ye made 
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: a part of them ye flew, 
captives; and GOD hath 


caufed you to inherit their land, and their houfes, 
and their wealth *, and a land on which ye have not 


fion of Caob Ebn Afad, a principal 
man among them, perfidioufly gone 
over to his euemies in this war of 
the Ditch; and were feverely pu- 
nithed for it. -For the next morn- 
ing after the confederate forces had 
decamped, Mohammed and his men 
returned to Medina, and laying down 
their arms, began to refrefh them- 
{elves after their fatigue ; upon which 
Gabriel came to ‘he prophet, and 
afked him whether he had fuffered 
his people to lay down their arms, 
when the angels had not laid down 
theirs ;.and ordered him to go ime 
mediately againft the Koradhites, 
alfuring him that himfelf would lead 
the way. Mohammied, in obedience 
to the divine command, having caul- 
ed public proclamation to be made 
that every one fhould pray that after- 
noon for fuccefs again the fons of 
Koreidha, fet forward on the expe- 
didon without lols of time; and he. 
ing arrived at the fortrefs of the Ko- 
yadhites, befieged them for twenty- 
five days, at the end of which, thole 
people, being in great terror and dii- 
trefs, capitulated, and at length, not 
daring to truft to Mohammed's 
mercy, furréndered at the difcretion 
of Saad En “Moadh (1), hoping that 
he, being the prince of the tri of 
Aws, their old friends and confed:- 
tates, would have fome regard for 
them: but they were deceived ; for 
Saad being greatly incenfed at their 
bicach of faith, had begged of Goo 
that he might nor di¢of the wound he 
had received at the Ditch, til] he faw 
vengeance taken on the Koradhites, 
and therefore adjudged that the men 
thould be put: tothe fword, the wo- 
men and children made flaves, and 
their goods to be divided among the 


{i) See chap. 8. p. 297, not. =. 
Moh. p. 77, &. V. 


Ieuan. (4 





Al Berpaws, 


Gacyisr, Vie de Mah, 1. 4.0.2, 


Moflems; which fentence Moham- 
med had no fobner heard, than he 
cried out, That Saad had pronounced 
the fentence of Goo: and the fame 


~ was accordingly executed, the nam- 


of men who were flain, amount- 
ing to fix hundred, or, as others fay, 
to feven hundred,. or very. near; a- 
mong whom were Hoyai Ebn Akhtab 
@ great enemy of Mohammed’s, 
and Caab Ebn Afad, who had been 
the chiefoccafion cf the revolt oftheir 
tribe: and foon after Saad, who. 
had given judgment again them, 
died, his wound, which bad been 
Skinned over, opening again (2). 

* And caft into their hearts terror 
and difmay.]—This was the work of 
Gabriel, who, according to his pro- 
mife, went before the army of Mol- 
lems. It is faid that Mohammed, a 
litle before he came to the: fettle 
mients of the Koradhites, afking fome 
of bis men, whether any boi ly had 
pafled them, they anfwered, that 
Dohya Ebn Kholeifa, the Calbite * 
had juft paffed them, mounted on a 
white mule, with houfings of fat- 
tin: towhich he replied, That per 
fon was the dngel Gabriel, whois 
fent to the fons of Karéidha, tothake 
their failles, and to Hrike their hearts 
with Fear and confteiation (p). 

And Gop hath caufed you to 
inherit their land, &c.J—Their im- 
moveable pofleffions’ Mohammed 
gave to the Mobéajetin, faying, that 
the Anfirs were in their own houfes, 
but that the others were deflitute of 
habitations. The moveables were 
divided among his followers, but he 
remitted the fifth part, which was 
ufual to be taken in other cafes 


4). 


(2) AlBripaws, Anu’es. Vit. 
(3) Eas 


trodden 


“trodden. J—-By which fome fuppofe 
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to thy wives, If ye’ feck this ‘prefent life, and the 


pomp thereof, come, I will make a handfome pro- 


‘vifion for. you, and I will difmifs you with an honour- 


able difmiffion*: but if ye feek Gop and his 
apoftle, and the life to.come, verily Gon hath pre- 
pared for fygh of you as work righteoufnefs, a great 
reward. O wives of the prophet, whofoever of you 
fhall commit a manifeft wickednefs, the punifhment 
thereof fhall be doubled unto her two-fold’; and this 
is eafy / 
obedient unto Gop and his apoftle, and fhall do. that 
which is right, we will give her her ‘reward. twice 
and we prepared for her an honourable provifion in- 
paradifé. O wives of the ‘prophet, ye are not as 
other women: if ye fear GOD, be not too complai- 
fant in fpecch, left he fhould covet, in whofe heart is 
a difeafe of incontinence ; but fpeak the fpeech which : 
is convenient. And fit ftill in your houfes ; and fet 
not out yourfelves with the oftentation of the former 
time of ignorance *; and obferve the appointed times 


of 


have concluded, that a wife who 
has ‘her option given ber, and 
choofes to flay with her hufband, 
fhali not be divorced ; though others 
are of a contrary opinion (3). 

Y Herpunithment flail be doybled, ] 
~-For the crime would be more enor- 
mous and unpardonable in them, 
becaule of their fuperior condition, 
and the grace which they have re- 
ceived ‘from Gon; whence it is 
that the punifhment of a free per- 
fon is ordained to be double to that 
of a flave (4), and prophets are 


_ © A land on which ye have not 


Perfia and Greece are meant; others, 
Khaibar; and others, whatever lands 
the Moflems may conquer till the 
day of judgment (1). 

x O prophet, fay unto thy wives, 
If ye feek this prefent life, &c.J-This 
palfage was revealed on Mobam- 
med’s wives afking for more fump- 
tuous clothes, and an additional al- 
Jowance for their expences: and he 
had no fooner received it, than he 
gave them their option, cither to 


with Gop: *“but whofoever of you fhall be XXII. 


continue with him, or to be di- 
vorced, beginning with Ayetha, who 
chofe Goo and his apoftle, and the 
sett followed her examaples upon 
which the prophet thanked them, 
and the followin words were re- 
vealed; viz. It-fhall not be lawful for 
thee to take other women to wile 
hereafter (2), &c. From hence fome 


83 


(1) Idem. 
(4) See chap. 4. p. 98. 


(2) See after, in this chap. p, 282, 
(3) AlBeipawr, 


more feverel? reprimanded for their 
faults than other men (5). 

2 We will give her her reward 
twice.J—wiz. Once for her obedi- 
ence, and a fecond time for her 
conjugal _affeftion to the prophet, 
and handfome behaviour to him. 

* With the oftentation of the for. 
mer time of ignorance, ]—That is, In 

the 


(3) Al Burzaw:. 
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of prayer, and give alms; and obey Gon, and his 
apottle ; for Gop defireth only to remove from you 
the abomination of vanity, fince ye are the houfehold 
of the. prophet, and ‘to purify you by a perfe& purifica- 
tion?" And remember that which is read in your 
hhoufes, of the figns of Gop, and of the_wifdem re- 
vealed in the Koran; for Gop is clear-fighted, . and 
well-acquainted with your aétions. Verily the Maflems 
of either fex, and the true believers of cither fex, 
and the devout men, and the devout women, and 
the men of veracity, and the women of veracity, and 
the patient men, ‘and the patient women, and the 
humble men, and the humble women, and the alms+ 
givers of either fex, and the men who faft, and the 
women who faft, and the chafte men, and the chafte 
women, and tholé--of ‘éither fox who remember Gon 


frequently ; for them hath Gop 


-nefs, and a great reward. 


liever of either fex, when 
decreed a thing, that they 


prepared _forgive- 
It_is not fit for a true be- 

Gop and his apoftle have 
fhould have the liberty of 


choofing a different mattcr of their own*; and who- 


ever is difobedient unto Gon and his apoftle, 
erreth with a manifeft error, 


furely 
And remember when 


thou faidft unto him unto whom Gob had been gra- 


the oldtimc of idolatry. Some fuppofe 
the times before the flood, or the 
time of Abraham to be here intend- 
ed, when women adorned themfelves 
with all their finery, and went abroad 
into the flreets to thew themfelves ta 
the men (1), 

> Gop defireth to remove from 
you the abomination, &c. ]——The 
Pronouns of the fecond perfon in this 
part of the paflage being of the maf- 
culine gender, the Shiites pretend 
the fentence has no conne@ion with 
the foregoing or the following 
words; ghd will have it thae by 
the houfehold of the prophet are par- 
ticularly meant Fitema and Ali, and 
cheir two fons Hafan and Hofein, to 


(1) Idem, _ (2) Idem. 


whom thefe wards are diregted (2). 

* It is not §t for a true be 
when Goo and his apofile-have de- 
creed-a tring, that they Id’ have 
the liberty of choofing, &c,]—This 
verfe was revealed on account of 
Zeinah (or Zenobia) the daughter 
of Jahath, and wife of Zeid, Ma-- 
hammed’s freed-man, whom the 
prophet fought in marriage, but re- 
ceived a repulfe from the lady and 
her brother Abdallah, the being at 
firt averfe to the match; for which 
they are here seprehended. The 
mother of Zeinah, it is faid, was 
Amima, the daughter of Abd'al- 
7 ia and aunt to Mohammed 
3g). 


(3) Al Berpawr, Jauaro’opin. 
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‘cious ‘, and on whom ‘thou alfo had{t conferred fa: 


vours*. 


Keep thy wife to thyfelf, and fear Gop: 


and thou didft conceal that in thy mind which Gop 
had determined to difcover', and didft fear men; 
whereas it was more juft that thou fhouldeft fear 


Gop. 


But when Zeid* had determined thé matter 


concerning her, and had refolved to divorce her, we 
joined her in marriage unto thee’, left a crime fhould 


@ When thou faidft unto him unto 


whom Gop had been gracious. ]— . 
viz. Zeid, Ebn Haretha on whoty 
Gop had beftowed the grace'early.to : 


become a Moflem. 

* Aud on whonj thou hadft con- 
ferred favours, ]—By giving him his 
Hberty, and adopting him for thy 
fon, &c. 

Zeid was of the tribe of Calb, a 
branch of the Khodaites, defcended 
from Hamyar the fon of Saba ; -and 
heing taken in his childhood by a 
en of free-booters, was bought 

y Mohammed, or as others fay, by 


his wife Khadijah before the married _ 


him, Some years after, ‘Haretha, 
hearing where his-fos'wag, took a 
journey. to Mecca, and offered a 
confiderable fum for his ranfom ; 
whereupon Mohammed faid, Let 
Zeid come hither ; and if he choofes 
to go with you, take him without 
yanfom : butif it be his choice to Ray 
with me, why fhould Inot keep him ? 
And Zeid being come, declared that 
he would flay with his mafter, who 
treated him as if he were his only 
fon. Mohammed no fooner heard 
this, but he took Zeid by the hand, 
and led him to the black ftone of the 
Caaba, where he publicly adopted 
him for his fon, and conftituted him 
his heir; with which the father ac- 

puiefced, and returned home well 
thtisfed. From this time Zeid was 
called the fon of Mohammed, till the 
publication of Iflam; after which 
the prophet gave him to wife Zei- 


be 


thy mind which Gop had determined 
to difcover. }~—-Namely thy alice. 


on to le while: 
i artfally enough wnfélded"it; this 
paflage ; the ftory is as follows. . 

Some years after his marri 
Mohammed going to Zeid’s houfe on 
fome affair, and not finding him at 
home, accidentally caft his eyes on 
Zeinah, who was then in a drets 
which difcovered her beauty to ad- 
vantage, and was fo fmitren at the 
fight, that he could not forbear 
crying out, Gop raifed, who 
turneth the hearts i 
pleafeth | This Zeinah failed not to 
acquaint her trufband with, on his 
return home; whereupon Zeid, af. 
could do fo lels the art ain 
could do no lefs than with his 
wife, in favour of his benefaGlor ¢ 
and therefore refolved to divorce: 
her, and acquainted Mohamm 
with his refolution: but he, appre- 
hending the fcandal it might raife, 
offered to diffuade him from if, and 
endeavoured to ftifle the flames 
which inwardly confumed him ; but 
at length, his love for her being 
authorized by this revelation, he 
acquiefted, and after the term of 
her divorce was expired, married 
her, in the latter end of the 5th 
year of the Hejra (2). . 

§ Zeid. ]—It is obferved that this 
is the only perfon, of all Moham- 
med’s companions, wl name is 
mentioned in the Koran, 

® We joined her in marriage unto 


sah (1). ; thee J ence Zeinah ufed tovaunt 
£ And thou didf conceal thatin herfelf above the prophet’s-other 
S84 . wives, 


G) Al Jawnant. V. Gacnrer, Viede Mob. I. 4. eg (2) Al 


Beipawy, alJannasi, &c, 
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be-charged on the true believers, in marrying the 
wives of their adopted fons, when they have deter- 
mined the matter concerning them': and the com- 
mand of Gop isto be performed. Nocrime is to be 
charged on the prophet, as to what Gop hath al- 
jowed him, conformable to the ordinance of Gop with 
regard to thole who preceded him, (for the command 
of Goo is a determinate decree,) who brought the 
mellages. of Gon, and feared him, and feared none 
befides Gon: and Gop is a fafficient accomptant. 
Mouammep is not the father of any man amang 
you: but the apoftle of Gop, and the feal of the 
prophets: and Gop knoweth all things. O true 
believers, remember Gop with a frequent remem. 
brance, and celebrate his praife morning and even- 
ing. It is he who is gracious unto you, and his an- 
gels intercede for you, that he may lead you forth 
from darknefs into light; and he is merciful to- 
wards the true believers. Their falutation, on the 
day whereon they fhall meet him, fhall be, Peace! 
and he hath prepared for them an honourable re- 
compente, O prophet, verily we have fent thee to 
bea witnefs, and a bearer of good tidings, and a de- 
nouncer of threats, and an inviter unto Gop, through 
his good pleafure, and a fhining light. Bear good 
tidings therefore unto the true believers, that they 
fhall receive great abundancé from Gop. And obey 
not the unbelievers and the hypocrites, and mind 
not their evil treatment: but truft in Gon; and 
Gon is a fufficient proteftor. O true believers, 
when ye marry women who are believers, and after- 
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wives, faying, that Gon‘had made 
the match between Mohammed and 
herfelf, whereas their matches were 
tnade by their relations (1), 

* Left a crime thould be charged 
‘on the true believers, in marrying the 
wives of their adopted fons, &c.J— 
For this feigned-relation, as has been 
abferved, created an impediment of 
uiarriage among the old Arabs 


within the prohibited degrees, in 
the fame manner_as if it had been 
real; and therefore Mohammed’s 
marrying Zeinab, who had been his 
adopted fon’s wife, occaftoned great 
fcandal among his followers, which 
was much heightened by the Jews 
and hypocrites: but the caflom is 
here declared unreafonable, and a- 
bolifhed for the future, 


(2) Idem. 


wards 


Ar KORAN. 281 


: wards put them away, before ye have touched them, 
there is no term prefcribed you to fulfil towards 
them* after their divorce: but make them a prefent’, 
and dilmifs them freely, with an honourable difmif. 
fion. O prophet, we have allowed thee thy wives 
unto whom thou haft given their dower, and alfo 
the flaves which thy right-hand poffeffeth, of the 
booty which Gop hath granted thee™, and the daugh- 
ters of thy uncle, and the daughters of thy aunts, 
both on thy father’s fide, and on thy. mother’s fide, 
who: have fled with thee from Mscea*, and any 
other believing woman, if- fhe ‘give -herfelf unto . the 
prophet? ; in café-the: prophet defireth to take her to 
wife. ‘This is a peculiar privilege granted unto thee; 


” Cuar. 33. 


above the reft of the true believers*, 


* There is no time preferibed you 
to fulfil towards them J-—That is, 
Ye are not obliged to keep them 
any certain time before ye difmils 
them, as ye arethofe with whom the 
marriage has been confugimated. Sce 
chap. 2. p. ga, 4t. ne 

! Make them a prefent.J—i. e. If 
no dower has been -affigned them: 
for if a dower has been affigned, 
the hufband is obliged, according 
to the Sonna, to give the woman 
half the dower agreed on, befides 
a prefent (1). This is fill to be 
underftood of fuch women with 
whom the marriage has not been 
confummated. 

™ The flaves of the booty which 
Gop hath granted thee. ]—It is faid, 
therefore, that the women {flaves 
which he fhould buy are not in- 
cluded in this grant. 

= Who have fled with thee from 
Mecéa. ]~-But not the others. It is 
related of Omm Hani, the daughter 
of Abu Taleb, that fhe fhould fay, 
The apoftle of Gon courted me for 
his wife ; but I excufed myfelf to 
him, and he accepted of my excufe; 
afterwards this verfe was revealed ; 
but he was not thereby allowed to me, 


(:) Idem. (2) Idem, 
Paria. Life of Mah, p. 116, 


We know 
what 


becaufe I fled not with him (2). 

It may be obferved that Dr. Pris 
deaux is much miflaken, when he 
afferis that Mohammed in this chap~ 
ter brings in Gop exempting him 
from the law in thé fourth chap- 
ter (3) whereby the Moflems are 
forbidden to marry within certaix 
degrees, and giving him an efpeci- - 
al privilege to take to wife the 
daughter of his brother, or the 
daughter of his fifter (4). 

° And any believing woman, if 
fhe give herfelf unto the prophet. |— 
Without demanding any dower. 
According to a tradition of Ebn Ab- 
bas, the prophet, however, married 
no woman without affigning her’a 
dower. The commentators are not 
agreed who was the woman particu~ 
larly meant in this paflage ; but they 
name four who are fuppofed to have 
thus given themfelves tothe prophet, 
viz. jina Bint al Hareth, Zei~ 
nab Bint’ Khozaima, Ghozia Bint 

aber, furmamed Omm Shoraic, 
{which three he a€tually married,) 
and Khawla Bint Hakim, whom, as 
it feems he reje@ed. 

» This is a peculiar privilege 
granted thee, above the reft of the 

true 





(a) Pag. 97, 98. (4) See 
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what we have ordained them-concerning their wives, 
and the flaves whom their right-hands poffefs: left it 
fhould pe deemed a crime in thee to make ufe of the 
priytege granted thee ? for Gon is graciousand merci- 
ful. Thou mayeft poftpone the turn of fuch of thy 
wives as thou {halt pleafe, in being called to thy bed ; 
and thou mayeft take unto thee her whom thou fhalt 
pleafe, and her whom thou fhalt defire of thofe whom 
thou fhalt have befere rejeéted: and it fhall be no 


crime in thée 3 


This will be more eafy, that they 


may be entirely content, and may not be grieved, 
but may be well-pleafed with what thou fhalt give 
every of them: Gop knoweth whatever is in your 


hearts ; and Gop is knowing and gracious. 


It fhall 


not be lawful for thee to take other women to wife 
hereafter ', norto exchange any of thy wives for them’, 


true believers.]—For no Moflem can 
legally marry above four wives, 
whether free women or flaves ; 
whereas Mohammed is, by the pre- 
ceding paffage, left at, Itberty to 
take as many as he pleafed, though 
with fome reftridtions, 

. © Thou mayeft poflpone the turn 
of fich of thy wives as thou thale 
pleafe, &c.]—By this paffage fome 
farther privileges were granted unto 
Mohammed; for, whereas other 
men are obliged to carry themfelves 
equally towards their wives (1), in 
cafe they had more than one, particu- 
Jarly'as to the duties of the marria 
bed ro whith each‘has 2 right to be 
called in her tarn, (whieh night was 
acknowledged in the moft early ages 
{2), and cannot take again a wife 
whom they have divorced the third 
time, tll fhe has been married to 
another and divorced by him (3), the 
prophet was left abfolutely at hberty 
to deal with them in thefe and other 
refpedts as he chought fit, 

“© Ju thall not be lawfal for thee to 
take other women to wife hereafter, 
&c.J—The commentators differ as 
20 the’ exprefs meaning ef thefe 


f 4} See'Kor. chap. 4. p.g2, &c. 
{3) See chap. 2. p. 41, 49. 


words. Some think Mohammed was 
theréby forbidden to take any more 
wives than nine, which number he 
thea had, and is fuppofed to have 
been his ftint, as four was that of 
other men; fome imagine that after 
this prohibition, though any of the 
wives he then had fhould die, or 
divorced, yet he could not arty 
another in her room; fome thin! 
he was only forbidden from this 
time forward to marry any other 
woman vie ane of the four forts 
‘mentio! m the précedi re 
and otheds -(4) .are. of pn 2 ‘hat 
this verfe is abrogated by the two 
preceding verfes, 6r one of them, 
and was revealed before them, tho? 
it be read after them (5). 

* Nor to exchange any of thy 
wives for them. ]—By divorcing her 
and marryinganother. Al Zamakh- 
fhari tells us, that fomte are of opini~ 
on this prohibition is to be underftood 
of a particular kind of exchange 
ufed among the idolatrous Arabs, 


whereby two men made a mutual - 


exchange of their wives without 
any other formality. 


(2} See Genef. xxx. 14, &e. 


(4) As Anu’: Kasem Hasaranane 


igi A} Zamana. Al Bripawt, Jarcaro’ppin, &e 


although 
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4s . 
although their beauty pleafe thee; except the fhives 
whom thy right-hand fhall poflefs: and Gop eb 
ferveth all things. O true believers, entcr not the 
houfes of the prophet, unlefs it be -permitted you to 
eat meat with him, without. waiting his convenient 
time: but when ye are invited, then enter. And 
when ye fhall have eaten, difperfe yourfelves; and 
flay not to. enter into familiar difcourle: for this in- 
commodeth the prophet. He is afhamed to bid you 
depart; but Gop is not afhamed of the truth. And 
when ye'afk of the prophet’s wives what ye may have 
occafion for, afk it of them from behind a cugtain, 
This will be morg. pure for your hearts and their 
hearts. Neither is it fit for you to give any tneafi. 
nefs to the apoftle of Gop, or to marry his wives 
after him for ever": for this would be a grievous 
thing in the fight of Gop. Whether ye divulge a 
thing, or conceal it, verily Gop knoweth all things. 
It fhall be no crime in. them as to their fathers, or 
their fons, or their brothers, or their brothers fons, 
or their fifters fons, or their women, or the flaves 
which their right-hands poffefs, if they. fpeak to them 
unveiled ¥: and fear ye Gon*; for Goo is witnels of 
all things. Verily Gop and his angels blefs the 


© Afk it of them from behind a 
curtain. ]——That is, Let there be a 
curtain drawn between you, or let 


time, or his widows after his death. 
This was another privilege peculiar 
to the prophet. 


them be veiled, while ye talk with 
them. As the defign of the for- 
mer precept was to prevent the im- 
pertinence of troublefome vifiters, 
the defign of this was to guard a- 
gainft_ too near an intercourfe or fa- 
miliarity between his wives and his 
followers; and was occafioned, it 
is faid, by the hand of one of his 
companions accidentally touching 
that of Ayetha, which gave the pro- 
phet fome uneafinefs (1). 

* Neither is it fit for you to marry 
his wives after him.J—i. ¢, Either 
fuch as he fhall divorce in his life- 


(1) Al Burpawt. 
Baiwawr, 


(2) See before, p. 188, 189, not. # 


It is related, that in the Khali- 
fat of Omar, Athath Ebn Kais'mar+ 
ried the woman whom Mohammed 
had difmifled without confammas 
ting his marriage with her (2) 
upon which the Khalif at firft was 
thinking to ftone her, but after- 
wards changed his mind, oa its . 
being reprefented to.him that this 
prohibition related only to fuch 
women to whom the prophet had 
gone in (3). 

» See chap. 94. p. 19: 

_* Fear ye Gort! he words are 
dire&ted to the prophet’s wives. 


(3) AL 
prophet, 
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prophet. O true believers, do ye alfo blefs him, 
and falute him with a refpe@ful ‘falutation’. As to 
thofe. ‘who offend Gop and his apoftle, Gop fhall 
curfe them in this world and in the next; and he 
hath. prepared. for them a fthamefel punifhments 
And they who fhall injure the true believers of either 
fex, without their deferving it, fhall furely bear the 
guilt of calumny and a manifett injuftice»” O pro- 
phet, {peak unto thy wives, and thy daughters, 
and the wives of the’ true believers, that they caft 
their outer garments* over them when they walk 
abroad; this will be more proper, that they’ may be 
known to be matrons of reputation, and may not be 
affronted by unfeemly words or aétions. Gop is-gra- 
cious and merciful.” Verily if the hypocrites, and 
thofe in whofe hearts is an’ infirmity, and they who 
raife difturbances in Mzgina, do not defilt 3 we 
will furely ftir thee up againft them, to chaftife them; 
henceforth they fhall not be fuffered to dwell near thee 
therein, except for a little time, and being accurfed ; 
wherever they are found they fhall be taken, and 
killed with a general flaughter, according to the fen- 
tence of Gop concerning thofe who have been be- 
fore ; and- thou fhalt not find any.change in the fen- 
tence of Gop. Men will afk thee concerning the 
approach of the laft-hour : anfwer, Verily the, know- 
ledge thereof is with Gop alone; and he will not in- 
form thee: peradventure the hour is nigh at hand. 
Verily Gop bath curfed the infidels, and hath pre- 
pared for them a fierce fire, wherein they~ fhall - re- 


284 


Y Blefs the prophet, and falute 
him. ]-Hence the Moh&mmedans fel- 
fom mention bis name without add- 
On whom be the bleffing of 
Gop and peace! or the like words, 

* They who fhall injure the trae 
believers, &e.J-This verfe was re- 
vealed, according ta fome, on oc- 

afioy of cestain hypocrites who 





had flandered Ali; or, according to 
others, on occafion of thofe who 
falfely accufed Ayefha(1}, &c. 

2 Their outer garments. ]}—~—The 
original word properly fignifies the 
large wrappers, ufually of white lin- 
en, with which the women in the 
caft cover themfelves from head to 
foot when they go abroad, 


{12 See chap. 24. p. 188, 189. not.i, 


main 
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inain for ever: they fhall find no patron or defender. 
On the day whereon their faces fhall be rolled in heil- 
fire, they fhall fay, O that we had obeyed Gop, and 
had obeyed his apoftle! And they: fhall fay, O Lorn, 
verily we have obeyed our lords, and our great men ; 


.and they have feduced us from the right way. O 


Lorp, give them the double of our punifhment; 
and curfe them witha heavy curfe! O true believers, 
be not as thofe who injured Moszs; but Gop cleared 
him from the fcandal which they bad fpoken concern- 
ing him®; and he was of great confideration ip the 
fight of Gon. O true sbelieWers,, fear Gon, :arid. 
fpeak words, well-direfted; that’ GOD may corre& 
your works for you, and may forgive you your 
fins: and whoever fhall obey Gop and his apoftle, 
fhall enjoy great felicity. We propofed the faith un-: 
to the heavens, and the earth, and the mountains:: 
and they refufed to undertake the fame, and were. 


_afraid thereof; but man undertook it‘: verily he: 


was 


» Be not asthofe who injured Mo- 
ses, &c.J—The commentators are 
not agreed what this injury was. 
Some fay that Mofes ufing to wath 


fied by the angels bringing his body 
and expofing it to ee ic view, or, 
fay fome, by the teflimony of Aaron 
himfelf, who was raifed to life for 


himfelf apart, certain “malicious 
people gave out that he hada rup- 
ture (or, fay others, that he was a 
leper, or an herntaphrodite,} and 
for that reafon was afhamed to wath 
with them: but Gop cleared him 
from this alperfion, by caufing the 
ftone on ‘which he had laid- bis 
clothes while he wafhed, to yun 
away with them into the camp, 
whither Mofes followed tt naked; 
and by that means the ITraclites, in 


> the midft of whom he was gotten 


ere he was aware, plainly perceived 
the falfchood of the report. Others 
fuppofe Karun’s accufation of Mofes 
is here intended (1), or elfe the fuf- 
picion of Aaron’s murder, which 
was caft on Moles, becanfe he was 
with him when he died on mount 
Hor; of which latter he was jufti- 


(1) See chap. 28. p. 242. 
(gh AlBowaast. 


that purpofe’(2). 

The paflage is faid to have been 
occalioned by fome reflcétions which 
were call on Mohammed, on his di- 
viding certain {poils; and that when 
came to hisezr, he faid, Gop be 
merciful unto my brother Mofes: he 
was wronged more than this, and 
bore it with patience (3). 

© He was of great confideration ia 
the fight of Gon. ]—Some copies tor 
inda read abda, according to’ which 
the words fhouml be tranflated, And: 
he was an illuftrious fervant of Gon. 

¢ We propofed the faith unto the’ 
heavens, and the earth, and the 
mountains, &c.]—By faith is here 
underflood entire obedience to the 
law of Gov, which is reprefented, 
to be of fo high coacern, {no lefs 
than ciernal happinefs or mifery de- 

: pending’* 





(9) Jatcvaro’ppin, Al Beroaws, 
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was unjuft to: himfelf, and foolifh«: that Gop may 
punifh the hypocritical men, and the hypocritical 


women, and the idolaters,. 


and the idolatreffes 5 arid 


that Gop may be turned unto the true believers, both 
“men and women; for Goo is gracious and merciful. 


pending on the obfervance or negleét 
thereof,) and fo difficult in the per- 
formance, thatif Gp théuld-propofe 
the fame, onthe conditionsannexed, 
to the vafler parts of the creation, 
arid- they had underflanding to com= 
prehend the offer, they would decline 
it, and not dare to take on them a 
duty, the failing wherein muft be 
attended with fo terrible a confe- 
quence; and yet man is faid to have 
undertaken it, notwithRanding his 
weaknefs and the infirmities of his 
nature. Some imagine this propofal 
is not:hypothetical, but was abtually 
made to the heavens, earth, and 
tmountains, which at their cre- 


ation were'endaed wath. reafon, atid: th 


that Gop told thema-he bad made a 
Taw, and had created paradife’for the 
recompenfe of fuch’as were obedient 


to it, and hell for the punifhment of 
the difobedient; to which they an- 
{wered, that they were content to be 
obliged to perform the fervices for 
which they were created, bit would 
hot undertake to fulfil the divine law 
on thofe: conditions, and: therefore 
defired neither reward nor punith- 
ment ; they add, that when Adam 
Was created, thie fame offer was made 
him, and he accepted it (1), The 
commeniators have other explications 
of this paffage, which it would be too 
prolix to tranfcribe. 
_ a 21¢ was unjult to bimfelfand fool- 
ith, ]—Unjuft to himfelf, in not ful- 
filling ‘his sDaegentents arid oheying 
e-law he had accepted ; and foolith; 
r the ¢ ence 


an, not. ig: the 
OP hid difobétiience and negleét, 


(1) Jatvaro’pnin, Al Bespawss 


CHAP. 


XXXIV, 


Intitled, Sasa‘; revealed at Mzcca, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon, 


AISE be to Gon, 


unto whom: belongeth 


R 
P whatever -is in the heavens and on earth; and 


unto him be praife in the 
He knoweth whatfoever enter- 
eth into. the earth’, and whatfoever cometh out of 


wile and_ intelligent. 


* Mention is madé of the people 
of Saba in the fifteenth verfe, 
*° Wharfoever entereth into the 


world to:come; for he is 


earth.J—As the rain, bidder trea- 
fures, the dead, &c, 


the 
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the fame*, and whatfoever defcendeth from heaven’, 
and whatfoever afcendeth thereto*: and he is mer: 
ciful and ready to forgive. The: unbelievers fay, 
The hour of judgment. will not come-unto us. An. 
fwer, Yea, by my Lorp, it will furely come unto 
you; it is he who knoweth the hidden fecret: the 
weight of an ant, either in-heaven or in earth, isnot 
abfent from him, nor any thing leffer than this or 
greater, but the fame is written in the perfpicuous 
ook of his decrees; that he may recompenfe thofe 
who fhall have believed; and: wrought righteoufnefs : 
they fhall receive pardon, and‘an honourable provi. 
fion. But they-who-endeavour to render our figns of! 
none effeét, fhall’ receive a punifhment of painful 
torment. Thofe unto whom knowledge hath been 
given, fee that the book which hath been revealed” 
unto thee from thy Lorp is the truth, and dire@eth 
into the glorious’ and: laudable way. The unbe- 
lievers fay to one another, Shall we fhew you a man 
who fhall prophefy unto you, that when ye fhall 
have been difperfed with a -total difperfion, ye fhall 
be raifed a new creature? He hath forged.a. lie.con- 
cerning. Gon, or’ rather he is diftrafed. But they 
who believe not in the life to come, fhall fall into 
punifhment and a wide error.’ Have they not there- 
fore confidered what is before them, and what is be- 
hind them, of the heaven and the earth? If we 


 pleafe, we will caufe the earth to open and fwallow 


them, or will caufe.a piece of the heaven to fall 
upon them: verily herein is a fign unto every fer: 
vant, who turneth unto GOD. We heretofore be- 


ftowed on Davro excellence from us: and we faid, O.- 


mountains, fing alternate praifes with him; and we 
obliged the birds alfo to join therein'. And we foftened 


» And whatfoever cometh out of lightning, &e. 


- the fanie.J—As anivaals, plants, me- * And whatfoever afcendeth there. 
tals, {pring-water, &c. to.J—As the angels, men’s works, 
} Whiatfoever defcendeth’ from vapours, fmoke, Xe. (1). 


heaven, ]—As the angels, {criptares, See chap. 22. p..161, 
decrees of Goons rain, thunder and 


(1) AL Brivaws 
the 
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the iron for him, faying, Make thereof complete coats 
of mail, and rightly difpofe the finall plates which 
compofe the fame: and work ye righteoufnels, O fa- 
mily of Davin; for I fee that which ye do. And 
we made the wind fubje@t- unto Sovomon?: it blew 
in the morning for a month, and in the evening for a 
month. And we made a fountain of molten brafs to 
flow for hims.. And fome of the genii were obliged 
to work in his prefence, by the will of his Lorn; 
and whoever of them turned afide from our com- 
mand, we will caufe him to tafte the pain of hell- 
fire’. They made for him whatever he pleafed, of 
palaces, and ftatues’, and large difhes like fifh- 
ponds’, and cauldrons ftanding firm on their trevets* 3 
and we faid, Work righteoufnefs, O family of Davin, 
with thankigiving; for few of my fervants are thank- 
ful... And when we had decreed -that SoLomon 
fhould die, nothing difcovered, his death unto them, 
except the creeping thing of the earth, which gnawed 
his ftaff'. And when his body. fell down, the genii 

s plainly 


mounted it the lions ftretched out 
their paws, and when he fat down 
the eagles fhaded him with their 


* See chap. 21. p.st61. 
® See ibid. and chap. 27. p, 993. 
- © A fountain of molten brafs.J— 


This fountain they fay was in Ya- 
man, aid flowed three days in a 
mouth (1), 

® We will caufe him to tafte the 
pain of hell-fire.]—Or, as fome ex- 
pound the words, We caufed him to 
tafte the pain of burning; by which 
they underfland the correétion the 
difobediest genii received at the hands 
of the angel fet over them, who 
whipped them with a whip of fire. 

9 Statues. ]—Some fuppofe thefe 
were images of the-angels and pro- 
phets, and that the making of them 
was not then forbidden; or elfe 
that they were not fuch images as 
were forbidden by the law. Some 
fay thefe fpirits made him two lions, 
which were placed at the foot of his 
throne, and two eagles, which were 
fet above it; and that when he 


(4) Idem, Jaucaro’ootn. 


wings (2). 

© Dithes like fith-ponds.]—Being 
fo monttroufly large that a ‘thoufand 
men might eat out of each of them 
at once. 

* And cauldrons flanding firm on 
their trevets.]——Thefe_cauldrons, 
they fay, were cut out of the moun. 
tains of Yaman, and were fo vatlly 
big that they could not be moved; 
and people went up to them by fleps 


* Nothing difcovered his death, but 
the creeping thing of the earth, which 
gnawed his ftaff.j——The com- 
mentators, to explain this paflage, 
tell us, That David, having laid 
the foundations of the.temple of 
Jerufalem, whick'wasto be in lieu 
of the tabernacle of Mofes, when he 
died, left 1 to be finifhed by his fon 

Solomon ; 


(2} Idem. (3) Jarraco’ppix, 
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_plainly perceived that if they had known that which 
“is fecret, they had not continued in a vile’ punifh- 
ment’. The defcendants of Sasa had heretofore’a 
fign in their dwellings ; namely, two gardens, one on 
the right-hand and on the left*: and it was faid unto 
them, Eat ye of the provifion of your Loxp, and 
_ give thanks unto him; -ye have a good country, 
and a gracious Lora. But they turned afide from 
what we had commanded them; wherefore we fent 


againft them the inundation of at Arem’, 


Solomon; who employed the genii 
in the work; that Solomon, before 


the edifice was quite completed, per 


ceiving his end drew nigh, begged 
of Gon that his death might be con- 
cealed from the genii till they had 
entirely finifhed it: that Gop there- 
fore fo ordered it, that Solomon died 
as he ftood at his prayers, leaning on 
his ftaff, which fupported the body 
in that_pofture a full year; and the 
enii, fuppofing him to be alive, con- 
tinued their-work during that term, 
_at the expiration whereot the temple 
being perfe€tly completed, a worm, 
which bad gotten into the ftaff, eat 
it through, and the corps fell to the 
ground and difcovered the king’s 
death 


being built by genii, and not by men, 
might take its rife from what ts men- 
tioned in {cripture, that. the houfe 
was built of ftone made ready before 
it was brought thither; fo that there 
was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any 
tool of iron heard in the houfe while 
it was building (2): the Rabbins 
indeed tell us of a worm, which 
might affift the workmen, its virtue 

- being fuch as to caufe the rocks and 
flones to fly in funder (3). Whe- 
ther the worm which grawed Solo- 
mon’s flaff, were of the fame breed 
with this other, I know not; but the 
tory has perfedtly the air of a Jewifh 
invention. $ 


Vou. Il. 


(1) Al Brrpawr, JaLiaro’pptn, 
Kiar, in loc, Bux, Lex. Talm- pe 2456, & Scntcxarnt 


Perf: p. 62. 


(4) AlBripawte 
pid, 13. , 


ft. ‘ 
Poffibly this fable of the temple’s 


and we 
changed 


» They. had not continued in 2 
vile punifhment.]——i. e. They had 
not continued in fervile fubjefion to 
the command of Solomon, nor had 
gone on with the work of the 
temple. 

~ The defcendants of Saba.]— 
Saba was the fon of Yafhhah, the fon 
of Yarab, the fon of Kahtan, whofe 
potterity dwelt in Yaman, in, the 
city of Mareb, called allo Saba, 
about three days journey from 
Sanaa. 

* Two gardens, one onthe right- 
“hand, end the other on the iefte 

That is, two traéts of land, one on 
this fide of their city, and the other 
on that, planted with'trees, and mate 
into gardens, which lay fo thick and 
clofe together, that each traft feemed 
to be one continued garden: or, it 
may be, every houfe had a garden on 
each hand of it (4). 

y The inundation of al Arem.J— 
The commentators fet down feve- 
ral fignifications of the word a 
Arem, which ate fearce worth men 
tioning: it moft properly fignifies 
mounds or dams for the flopping or 
containing of water, and is here 
ufed for that ftupendous mound or 
building which formed the valt re~ 
fervoir above the city of Saba, de- 
fenbed i another place (5), and 
which, for the: great impiety, pride, 
and infolence of. the Fiababheantss 
was broken down in the night by a 
T mighty 


{2) 1 Kings vi. 7. | (3) V. 


‘atich reg. 
(5) See the Prelim. Difc, fe&. 1. 
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changed their two gardens for them into two gardens 
producing: bitter fruit, and: tamarifks‘, and fome 


little fruit. of the lote-tree, 
reward becaufe they. were 
rewarded, except the ungrateful ? 

tween them and the cities which 
cities fituate near each other ; 


ney eafy between them, 
fame by night, 


This we gave them in 
ungrateful: is any thus 
And we placed be- 
we have bleffed+, 
and we made the jour- 


faying, Travel through the 
and by day, in fecurity. But they 
faid, O Lorn, put a greater diftance 


between our 


joumeys*: and they were unjuft unto themfelves ; 


and we made them 
perfed them with a 


mighty flood, and occafioned a ter- 
rible deftruction (1). Al Beidiwi 
fappofes this mound was the work of 
queen Balkis, and that the above. 
mentioned cataftrophe happened af- 
ter the time of Jzsus Curist; 
wherein he feems to be mitiaken, 

* Tamarifks.J—A low fhrub bear- 
ing no fruit, and delighting in faltith 
and barren ground. 

* The cities which we have blefy- 
ed.]—viz. The cities of Syria. 

We made the journey ealy be- 
tween them. ]——By reafon of their 
near diflance, fo that during the 
whole journey a traveller might reft 
in one town ing the “heat of the 
day, and in another a night; nor 
was he obliged to carry provilions 
with him /g), : 

* Put a greater diftance between 
our journeys. ]--This petition they 
made out of covetoufnels, that the 
poor being obliged to be longer on 
the road, they might make greater 
advantage in Jetting out their cattle, 
and furnifhing the travellers with 
provifion: and Gop was pleafed 
to punifh them by granting them 
ther with, and permitting molt of 


(1) See ibid. p. 19, 
(4) AlBerpawk. ¥ 
(6) V. Poe, fpec, p. 42, 45, & 66, 





(2) Jacusz. Al Berpaws. 
~ Got. not. in Alfrag. p. 87, 


the fubje& of difcourfe, and dif. 
total difperfion 4 
are figns unto every patient, 
Esxris found his opinion of 


Verily herein 
grateful perfon, And 
them to be truet: 
and 


the cities, which were between Saha 
and Syria, 


to be ruined and aban- 
doned (3). 


4 € made them the fubje& of 
difcourfe, and difperfed them with a: 
toral difpertion. ]——For the neigh- 
bouring nations juftly wondered at 
fo fudden and_unforefeen a revolu- 
tion in the affairs of this once flou- 
tithing people: whence it hecame a 
proverbial aying to exprefs a total 
difperfion, that t ey were gone an 
feattered like Saba (4). 

OF the defcandants of Saba who 
quitted their ‘countr: 'y g0d- fought 
hew-fettle; 0 be inundation, 
the ibe of Gi went into Syria, 
the tribe of Ammar to Yathreb, the 
tribe af Jodhiam to Tehamah, the 
tribe of al Azd to Oman (5), the 
tribe of Tay to Najd, the tribe of 
Khoazih to Bat. Marr near Mecca, 
Banu Amela toa Mountain, thence 
called the mountain of Amela, near 
Damatcus, and others went to Hira 
in Irak (6); &c. 

* Eblis found his opinion of then: 
to be true.}~Either his opinion of. 
: when he faw them. 
addifted to pride and ingratitude, 

a 





) idem, 
(5) Al Beraawr.. 
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and they followed him, except a party of the true be. 
lievers‘; and he had ‘no power over them, unlefs to 
tempt them, that we might know him who believed in 
the life to come, from him who doubted thereof. Thy 
Lory obferveth all things. Say unto the idolaters, 
Call upon thofe whom ye imagine to be gods, befides 
Gop: they.are not mafters of the weight of an ant in 
heaven or on earth, neither have they any fhare in the 
creation or. government of the fame 3 Nor is any of 
them afliftant to him therein. -No interceffion will be 
of fervice in his prefence, except the interceffion of 
him to whom he fhall grant. permiffion to intercede for 
otliers®: and they fhall wait in fufpente until, when the 
terror fhall be taken off from: their hearts, they fhali 
fay to one another, What doth your Lorp fay? They 
fhall anfwer, That which is juft: and he is the high, the 
great GOD. Say, Who provideth food for you from 
heaven and earth? Anfwer, Gon: and either we, or 
ye, follow the true dire€tion, or are in a manifeft error, 
Say, Ye fhall not be examined concerning what ye 
fhall have done. Say, Our Lorn will a le us to- 
gether at the laft-day: then will he judge between us 
with truth ; and he is the judge, the knowing. Say, 
Shew me thofe whom ye have joined as partners with 
um? Nay; rather he is the mighty, the wife Gon. 
We have not fent thee otherwife than unto mankind 
in general, a bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer 
of threats: but the greater part of men do not un- 
derftand. And _,they fay, When will this threat be 
fulfilled, if ye fpeak truth? Anfwer, A threat is de- 


and the fatisfying their lufts; or elfe 
the opinion he entertained of all 
mankind at the fall of Adam, or 
at his creation, when he heard the 
angels fay, Wilt thou place in the 
earth one who will do evil therein, 
and fhed blood (:}? : 

* Except a party of the true be- 
tievers. ]—Who were faved from the 
commen deftru&ion. 


5 See chap. 19. p.197. 

* When the terror fall be taken 
off from their hearts.]—i. e, From 
the hearts of the interce! and of 
thofe for whom Goo fhail allow 
them to intercede, by the permifiion 
which he fhall grant them; for no 

gel or prophet fhall dare to fpeak 
at the laft-day without the divine 
leave. ee 


(1) See chap. 2. p, 6, chap. 7, p. 187, and chap. 15. p. 72, Be. 


Te 


nounced 
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nounced unto you of a day which ye fhall not retard: 
one hour, neither fhall ye haften. The unbelievers 
fay, We will by no means believe in this Koran, 
nor in that which hath been revealed before it’, But 
“if thou couldeft fee when the unjuft doers fhall be 
fet before their Lorn! They will iterate difcourfe . 
with one another: thofe who were efteemed weak 
fhall fay to thofe who behaved themfelves arrogantly‘, 
Had it not been for you, verily we had been true 
believers. They who behaved themfelves arrogantly - 
fhall fay unto thofe who were efteemed weak, Did 
we turn you afide from the true dire@ion, after it 
had come unto you? On the contrary, ye aéted 
wickedly of your own free choice. And they who 
were efteemed: weak fhall fay.unto thofe who behaved 
with arrogance, Nay, but the crafty is which is de- 
vifed by night and by day, occafioned our rain 3 when 
ye commanded us that we fhould not believe in 
Gop, and that we fhould fet up other gods as equals 
unto him. And they fhall conceal their repentance, 
after they fhall have ‘feen the punifhment prepared for 
them. And we will put yokes on the necks of thofe 
who fhall-have difbelieved: fhall they be rewarded 
any otherwife than according to what they fhall have 
wrought? We have fent no warner unto an: city, 
but the inhabitants thereof who lived ih atiféean: 
faid, Verily we believe not that’ with which ye are fent, 
And thofe of Mecca alfo fay, We abound in riches 
and children more than ye; and we fhall not be pu- 
nifhed hercafter. Antwer, Verily my Lorp will be- 
flow provifion in abundance umto whom he pleafeth, 
and will be {paring unto whom he pleafeth: but the 


* Nor in that which hath been re- come, both in the Pentateuch and in 
vealed before it.]~It is faid thatthe the Gofpel ; at which they were 
infidels of Mecca, having inquired very angry, and brake out into the 
of the Jews and Chriftians concern- words here recorded (1), 
ing the miffion of Mohammed, were * Sec chap. 14. p. 64. not. *, 
allured by them, that they found him * See chap. 10. p. 8. not. ©. 
deleribed as the prophet who fhould 


(1) AI Barpaws, 
greater 
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greater part of men know not this. Neither your 
‘Yiches nor your children are the things which hall 
caufe you to draw nigh unto us with a near ap- 
proach: only whoever believeth, and worketh righ- 
teoufnefs, they fhall receive a double reward for that 
which they fhall have wrought; and they fhall dwell 
in fecurity, in the upper apartments of paradife, But 
they who fhall endeavour to render our figns of none 
effet, fhall be delivered up to punifhment. Say, 
Verily my Lorp will beftow provifion in abundance: 
unto whom he pleafeth of his fervants, and will be 
{paring unto whom he pleafeth : and whatever thing’ 
ye fhall give in alms, he will return it; and he is the. 
beft provider of food, On a certain day he fhall ga- 
ther them all together: then fhall he fay unto the 
angels, Did thefe worfhip you? And the angels fhall 
an{wer, Gop forbid! thou art our friend, and not 
thefe: but they worfhipped devils; the greater part 
of them believed in them. On this day the one of 
you fhall not be able either to profit or hurt the 
other. And we will fay unto thofe who have 
afted unjuftly, Tafte ye the pain of hell-fire, 
which ye rejeéted-as a falfehood. When our evident 
figns are read unto them, they fay of thee, O Mo- 
HAMMED, This is no other than a man, who feeketh 
to turn ygu afide from the gods which your fathers 
worfhipped. And they fay of the Koran, This is 
no other than a lie blafphemoufly forged. And the 
unbelievers fay of the truth, when it is come unto 
them, This is no other. than manifeft forcery : yet 
we have given them no books. of {cripture wherein to 
éxercife themfelves, nor have we fent unto them 'any 
warner before thee. They who were before them in 
like manner accufed their prophets of impofture : but 
thefe have not arrived unto the tenth part of the riches 
and f{trength which we had beftowed on the former ; 
and they accufed my apoftles of impofture; and how 
fevere was my vengeance ! Say, Verily I advife you 
unto one thing, namely, that ye ftand before Gop by 
: T3 . two 
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two and two, and fingly", and then confider feri- 
oufly, and you will find that there is no madnefs in 
your companion Monamnen : he is no other than a 
warner unto you, fent before a fevere punifhment. 
Say, I afk not of you any reward for my preaching’, 
itis your own, either to give or not°: my reward is 
to be expeéted from Gop alone 3 and he is witnefs over - 
all things. Say, Verily my Lory fendeth down the 
truth to. his prophets: he is the knower of fecrets, 
Say, Truth is come, and falfehood is vanifhed, and 
fhall not return any more. Say, If I err, verily 1° 
fhall err only againft my own foul: but if 1 be rightly 
direéted, it will be by that which my Loxop revealeth 
unto me; for he is ready to hear, and nigh ‘unto 
thofe who call upon him. “If thou couldeft fee, when 
the unbelievers fhall tremble, and fhall find no re- 
fuge, and. fhe! be taken: from. a -near place 5, and 
thall fay, We believe in him! But how. {hall they 
receive the faith from a diftant place: fince they 
had before denied him, and reviled the mytteries of 
faith, from a diftant place? And a bar fthall be 
placed between them and that which they fhall de- 


™ That ye ftand before Goo by picion of any worldly view or inte- 
two and two, or fingly.|—i. ¢. That reft, declaring that he defired no fa. 
ye fet yourlelves to deliberate and lary or fupport from them, for exe- 
judge of me and my .Preteufions cuting his commiffion,. but expected 
coolly and fincerely, as in the fight his wages from Goo ine. 
of Gon, without paflion or preyu- ° See chap. 25, p. 207, 
dice. The reafon why they are or- ® Whenthe unbelievers flrall trem- 
dered to confider either alone, or ble.J—viz, At their death, or the 
by two and two, at mof, together, day of judgment, or the battle of 
is, becaufe in larger aflemblies, Bedr (2), 5 
where noife, paffion, and prejudice 2 And fhatl be taken from a near 
generally prevail, men have nut that place. ]--That is, from the outhide 
freedom of judgment which they of the earth to the infide thereof 5 
have in private (1). or, from before Gon’s tribunal to 

® Afk not of you any reward, &c.] hell-fire ; or from the plain of Bede 
—Mohammed, having in the pre- to the well into which the dead bo- 
ceding words anfwered the imputati- dies of the flain were thrown (3). 
on of madnefs, or vain enthufiaim, —* Froma diftant place.J—~i, ¢, 
by appealing to their cooler thoughts When they are in the other world ; 
of him and his a@ions, endeavours, whereas faith is to be received in 
by thefe, co clear himfelf of the fut. this, 


(3) Al Bzrpawr. 2) Idem. (3) Idem. 
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| fires as it hath been done with thofe who behaved 
‘like them heretofore: Becaufe they have been ia a 
‘* doubt which hath caufed fcandal, 


CHAP, XXXV. 
Antitled, The Creator‘; revealed at Mecca. 
: é 

; In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 
P RAISE be unto Gon, the Creator of heaven 
and earth; who maketh the angels his meflen. 
gers, furnifhed with two, and three, and four pair 
~ of wingst: Gop maketh what addition he pleafeth 
unto his creatures; for Gop is almighty. The mercy 
which Goo fhall freely beftow on mankind, there is 
none who can with-hold; and what he fhall with. 
hold, there is none who can beftow, befides him: 
‘and he is the mighty, the wife. O men, remember 
the favour of Gon towards you: is there any creator, 
befides Gon, who provideth food for you from hea. 
ven and earth? There is no Gop but he: how there- 
fore are ye turned afide from acknowledging his unity? 
If they accufe' thee of impofture, apoftles before thee 
have alfo, been accufed of impofture: and unto Gop 
fhall all things return, O men, verily the promife 
of Gop is true: let not therefore the prefent life de. 
ceive you, neither let the deceiver deceive you con- 
cerning Gov: for Saran is an enemy uato you: 
wherefore hold him for an enemy : he only inviteth 
his confederates to be the inhabitants of hell, For 
thofe who believe not there is prepared a {evere tor- 


* Some intitle this chapter The 
Angels: both words occur in the 
firlt verfe. 

* Furnifhed with two, three, ‘and 
four pair of wings.|—That is, Some 
angels have a greater, and fome a 
keffer number of wings, according 

{2) Al 


T 


to their different orders; the words 
not being defigned to exprefs the 
particular number. Gabriel is faid 
to have appeared to Mohammed, on 
the night he made his journey to 
heaven, with no lefs than fix hun- 
dred wings (4). . 


EIDAWIe 


4 ment: 
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ment: but for théfe who fhall believe and do that . 
which is right, is prepared mercy and a great reward, 
Shalt he therefore for whom his evil work hath been 
prepared, and who imagineth it to be good, be as he 
who is rightly difpofed, and difcerneth the truth ? Ve- 
rily Gop will caufe to err whom he pleafeth, and will 
dirett whom he pleafeth. Let not thy foul therefore 
be {pent in fighs for their fakes, on account of their 
obftinacy ; for Gop well knoweth that which they do. 
It is Gop who fendeth the winds, and raifeth a 
cloud; and we drive the fame unto a dead country, 
and thereby quicken the earth after it hath been 
dead: fo thall the refurreétion be*, Whoever de- 
fireth excellence 3 unto Gop doth all excellence be- 
long: unto him afcendeth the good fpeech; and the’ 
righteous’-work:: will he exalt: . But as for them who 
devife wicked. plots, they fhall fuffera fevere pu- 
nifhment ; and the device of thofe men fhall be ren- 
dered vain. Gop created you firft of the duft, and 
afterwards of feed*: and he hath made you man and 
wife. No female conceiveth, or bringeth forth, but 
with his knowledge. Nor is any thing added unto 
the age of him whofe life is prolonged, neither is any 
thing diminifhed from his age, but the fame is writ- 
ten in the book of GOD’s decrees, Verily this is eafy 
with Gop. The two feas are not to be held in com- 
patifon ;-this is frefh and fweet, pleafant to drink; - 
but that is.falt and . bitter 7; - yet out of each of them 
ye eat fifh, and. take ornaments* for you to wear. 
Thou feeft the thips alfo plowing the’ waves thereof, 
that ye may feek to enrich yourfelves by conimerce, of 
the abundance of GOD: peradventure ye will be 
thankful. He caufeth the night to fucceed the day, 
-and he caufeth the day to fucceed the night ; and he 
obligeth the fun and the moon to perform their fer- 


* See chap. 29, P- 247. not. *. The two colle@ive bodies of falt- 

~ Who devife wicke plots.J—As water and freth. See chap. 25. 
the Koreifh did againit Mohammed, Pp. 207. 
Sce chap, 8. p, 298, not. ¢, * See chap. 16. p. 77. not.#. 

* Sce chap. 22. p. 166. . * Ornaments. J——As pearls and 

7 ‘The two feas, &c.J—That is, coral, See chap. 16. p. 77. 
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¥ices ; and each of them runneth an appointed courfe. 
‘This is Gop, your Lorn: his is the kingdom. But. 
the idols which ye invoke befides him, have not the 
power even over the fkin of a date-ftone: if ye in- 
voke them, they will not hear your calling; and al- 
though they fhould hear, yet they would not anfwer 
-you. On the day of refurre@ion they fhall difclaim 
your having affociated them with GOD: and none 
fhall declare unto thee the truth, like one who is well 
acquainted therewith. O men, ye have need of 
' Gop; but Gop is felf-fufficient, and to be praifed. 
If he pleafeth, he can take you away, and produce 
a new creature in your. ftead: neither will this be dif. 
ficult with Gop. A burdened foul fhall not bear 
the burden of another: and if a heavy-burdened foul 
call on another to bear part of its burden, no part 
thereof fhall be borne by the perfon who fhall be called 
on, although he be ever fo nearly related. Thou 
fhalt admonifh thofe who fear their Lorn in fecret, 
- and are conftant at prayer: and whoever cleanfeth . 
himfelf from the guilt of difobedience, cleanfeth him- 
felf to the advantage. of his own foul; for all fhall 
be affembled before Gop -at the laft-day. The 
blind and the feeing thall not be held equal ; neither 
darknefs and light; nor the ‘cool fhade and the 
fcorching wind: neither fhall the living and the dead 
be held equal®. Goo fhall caufe him to hear whom 
he pleafeth: but thou fhalt not make thofe to hear 
who are in their graves*. Thou art no other than a 
preacher: verily we have fent thee with truth, a 
bearer of good tidings, and a denouncer of threats. 
There-hath been no nation, but a preacher hath in 
paft times been converfant among* them: if they 
chargé thee with impofture, they who were before 
them likewife charged their apoftles with impofture. 


® The blind and the feeing thal! reward and punifhment. 
not be held equal, &c.J——This paf- © Thofe who are in their pa 
fage exprefles the great difference be- i. e. Thofe who obftinately perfift 
tween a true believer and an infidel, in their unbelief, who are compared 
truth and vanity, and their future tothe dead. 
Their 
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Their apoftles came unto them with evident miracles, 
and with divine writings‘, and with the enlightening 
book*: afterwards I chaltifed thofe who were unbe. 
lievers; and how fevere was my vengeance! Doft 
thou not fee that Gon fendeth down rain from hea- 
ven ; and that we thereby produce fruits of various 
colours‘? In the mountains alfo there are fome 
tracks white and red, of various colours € 3 and others 
are of a deep black: and of men, and beafts, and 
cattle there are whofe colours are in like manner va- 
rious. Such only of his fervants fear Gop, as aré 
endued with underftanding : verily Gop is mighty, 
and ready to forgive. Verily they who read the book 
of Gon, and are conftant at prayer, and give alms 
out of what.we have beftowed on them, both. in fe- 
cret and openly, hope for .e mercbandife which fhall 
not perifh: ‘that GOD may full pay them their 
wages, and make them a fuperabundant addition of his 
liberality ; for he is ready to forgive the faults of ‘his 
fervants, and to requitetheir endeavours. That which 
we have ‘Yevealed unto thee of the book of the Ko. 
kav, is the truth, confirming the feriptures which 
were revealed before it: for Gop knoweth and re. 
gardeth his-fervants. And as we have given the 
book of the Koran in heritage unto fuch of our 
fervants as we have chofen: of them there is one who- 
injureth his own foul*; and there is anether of them 
who keepeth the middie way‘; and there is another 
of them who out-ftrippeth others in good works, by 
the permiffion of Gov. This is the great excel- 
fence. They fhall be introduced into gardens of 


* Divine waitings.J--As the vo- more or lefs intenfe (1). 


James delivered to Abraham, and io * Who injureth his own foul.J-By. 


other prophets before Mofes. . Rot pra&tifing what he is taught and 
" The enlightening book.J—viz. commanded in the Koran. ; 
The Law, or the Gofpel. i Who keepeth the middle way. 


~f OF various colours.]—That is, —That is, Who meaneth well, an 
OF different kinds. See chap. 16. performeth his dut for the moft 
P77, : Part, but not perfeéily. 
® OF various colours.]—Being 
(1) Al Bewwawi. 
per- 
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perpetual abode; they fhall be adorned therein with 
“bracelets of gold and pearls, and their clothing 
therein fhall be of filk : amd they fhall fay, Praife be 
unto Gop, who hath taken away forrow from us! 
verily our Lorp is ready ta forgive the finners, and 
to reward the obedient: who hath caufed us to take 
up our reft in a dwelling of eternal ftability, through 
his bounty, wherein no labour fhall touch us, neither 
fhall any wearinefs affe&t us. But for the unbelievers 
is prepared the fire of hell: it fhall not be decreed 
them to die a fecond time; neither fhall any part of 
the punifhment thereof be made lighter unto them. 
Thus fhall every imfidel be rewarded. And they 
fhall cry out aloud in. hell, faying, Lorn, take us 
hence, and we will work righteoufnefs, and not 
what we have formerly wrought. But it thall be an- 
fwered them, Did we not grant you lives of length 
fufficient, that whoever would be warned might be 
warned therein ; and did not the preacher* come un- 
to you? tafte therefore the pains of hell. And the 
unjuft fhall have no proteftor, ‘Verily Gop knoweth 
the fecrets both.of heaven and earth, for he: knoweth 
the innermoft parts of the’ breafts of men. It is he 
who hath made you to fucceed in the:earth. Who- 
ever fhall difbelieve, on him be his unbelief;.and 
their unbclief fhall only gain the unbelievers greater 
indignation in the fight of their Lorn; and their 
unbelief {hall only increafe the perdition of the un- 
believers. Say, What think ye of your deities which 
ye invoke befides Gop? Shew me what part of the 
earth they have created. Or had they any fhare in 
the creation of the heavens ? Have we given unto the 
idolaters any book of revelations, fo that they may 
rely on any proof therefrom to authorize their prac, 
tice ? Nay: but the ungodly make unto one another 
only deceitful promifes. Verily Gop fuftaineth the 
heavens and the earth, left they fail: and if they: 
fhould fail, mone could fupport the fame befides 
him: he is gracious and merciful. The Koreiss 
« The preacher.]—viz, Mohammed. 
, {wore 
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fwore by Gon, with a mof folemn oath, that if a, 
preacher had come unto them, they would furely 
have been more willingly dire€ted than any nation: 
but now a preacher is come unto them, it hath only 
increafed in them their averfion from the truth, their 
arrogance in the earth, and their contriving of evil; 
but the contrivance of evil {hall only encompafs the 
authors thereof, Do they expeé any other than the 
punifhment awarded againft the unbelievers of former 
times? For thou fhalt not find any change in the 
ordinance of Gon; neither fhalt thou find any varia- 
tion in the ordinance of Gop. Have they not gone 
through the earth, and feen what hath been the end 
of thofe who were before them; although they were 
more mighty in ftrength than they? Gop is not to 
be fruftrated by any thing either in heaven or on 
earth ; for he is wife and powerful. If Gon fhould 
punifh men according to what they deferve, he would 
not leave on the back of the earth fo much as a beaft: 
but he refpiteth them to a determined time; and 
when their time fhall come, verily Gop will regard his 
fervants, 


CHAP, XXXVI. 
Intitled, Y. S'; revealed at Mecca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y S. I fwear by the inftru@ive Koran, that 
ethou art one of the meffengers of Gop, fent 
to fhew the right way. This is a revelation of the 


* The meaning of thefe letters is other titles given it by Mohammed 
unknown /1): fome, however, from himfelf, and particularly that of The 
@ tradition of Ebn Abbas, pretend heart of the Koran. The Moham- 
they ftand for Ya insan, i.c. OQ man. medans read it_ to dying perfons in 
This chapter, itis faid, had feveral their laft agony (2). 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. fe. IIL. p. 78, &e, (2) V, Bozav. 
fe vilit. wgrot. po az. : 


moft 
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‘moft thighty, the merciful GOD; that thou mayeft 
warn a people whofe fathers were not warned, and 
who live in negligence. Our fentence™ hath juftly 
been pronounced againft the greater part of them; 
wherefore they fhall not believe. We have put yokes* 
on their necks, which come up to their chins; and 


” they are forced to hold up their heads: and we have 


fet a bar before them, and a bar behind them?; and 
we have covered them with -darknefs; wherefore 
they fhall not fee’. It fhall be equal unto them 
whether thou preach unto them, or do not preach 
unto them; they fhall not believe. But thou fhalt 
preach with effe@ unto him only who followeth the 
admonition of the Koran, and feareth the Merciful 
in fecret. Wherefore bear good tidings unto him, 
of mercy, and an honourable reward. Verily we 
will reftore the dead to life, and will write down 
their works which they fhall have fent before them, 
and their footfteps which they fhall have left behind 
them 4; and every thing do we fet down ina plain 
regifter. Propound unto them as an ‘example the 
inhabitants of the city of Anrrocu, when the apoftles 
of Jzsus came thereto’: when we fent unto them 


two - 


™ Our fentence.}]—viz. The fen- 
tence of damnation, which Goo 
pronounced againft the greater part 
of genii and men, at the fall of A- 
dam (t). 

® Yokes.]—Or collars, fuch as are 
defcribed in pag. 55. not. * 

° We have fet a bar before them, 
and a bar behind them.]—That is, 
We have placed obftacles to prevent 
their looking either forwards orback- 
wards. The whole paflage reprefents 
the blindnefs and invincible obftinacy, 
with which Gon juftly curfes per- 
verfe and reprobate men. 

® It is faid that when the Koreith, 
in purfuance of a refolution ‘they 
had taken, had fent a fele& num- 


(x) See chap. “F 188, chap. 11. p. 33, &c._ 


Difc. {. IL. p. 6 


ber to-befet Mohammed’s houfe, and 
to kill him (2), the prophet, hav- 
ing caufed Ali to lie down on his 
bed to deceive the affaffins, went 
out and threw a handful of duft at 
them, repeating the nine firkt verfes 
of this chapter, which end here; and 
that they were thereupon firicken 
with blindnefs, fo that they could not 
fee him (3}. 

« And tlre footfteps which they 
fhall have left behind them.]——As 
their good or evil example, doc- 
trine, &e. . 

* When the apofiles of Jesus 
came to Antioch. |—To explain this 
paffage, the commentators tell the 
following ftory. 

The 


(2} See the Prelim. 


(3) V. Asvee, vit, Moh. p. 50. 
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but they charged them with” 


two of. the fi apofiles *; 


impofturge’:* Wherefore we 
third ;And they faid, Ve 


by: GOD. The inhabitant 


firengthened them with a 


rily we are fent unto you 
s anfwered, Ye are no other 


thi men, as we are; neither hath the Merciful re- 


vealed any thing unto you: ye only publifh a lie. - 


The apoftles replied, Our Lorn knoweth that we are 
really fent unto you: and our duty is only public 
preaching. “Thofe of Anrrocu faid, Verily we pre- 
fage evil from you: if ye defift not from preaching, 


we will furcly ftone you, 
fhall be infliéted on you b: 


o“ 


The peopleof Antioch being ido- 
Jaters, Jreus fent two 
ciples ‘thither to preach to them: 
and when they drew near the city, 
they found Habib furnamed al Naj- 
jar, or the carpenter, feedin theep, 
and acquainted him with their er- 
rand; whereupon he afked them 
what proof they had of their vera- 
city, and they told him they could 
cure the fick, and the blind, and 
the lepers; and to demonftrate the 
truth of what they faid, they laid 
their hands on a child of his, who 
was fick, and immediately refored 
him to health. Habib was con- 
vinced by this miracle, and believ- 
ed; after which they went into the 
city and ‘ached the worthip of 
onc true Gon, curing 2 great num- 
ber of people of feveral infirmities : 
bur at length, the affair coming to 
the prince’s ear, he ordered t em. 
to be imprifoned, for endeavouring 
to feduce the people. When Jesus 
heard of this, he fent_ another of 
his difciptes, generally fappofed to 
have been Simon Peter; who com- 
ing to Antioch, and appearing as a 
zealous idolater, foon infinuated 
himfeif into the favour of the inha- 
bitants and of their prince, and at 
length took an opportunity to de- 
fire the prince would order the two 
perfous, who, as he was informed, 
had been put in prifon for broach: 





his’ dif 


and a painful punifhment 
y us. The apoftles anfwer- 


ed, 


a inion, ta.be brough 
bebire haat tee bet chamined and 


accordingly the: ‘wer “brought: 
when Peter, “having Previeully 
warned them to take no notice 
that they knew him, afked them 
who fent_them; to which the: an- 
fwered, Gon, who had pate all 
things, and had no companion: he 
then required {ome convincin proof 
of their miffion, upon whicl they 
teftored a blind perton to his fight, 
and performed fome other miracles, 
with which Peter feemed not to be 
fatisfied, for that, according to fome, 
he did the very fame miracles. him- 
felf, bat declared, that if their Gon 
could enable them: t raife the dead 

¢ would believe them: which con. 
dition the two apotties accepting, a 
lad was brought who had been lead 
feven days, and at their prayers he 
was raifed to life, and thereupon 
Peter acknowledged himfelf con- 
vinced, and ran and demolifhed the 
idols, a great many of the people fol- 
lowing him,’ and embracing the true 
faith; but thofe who believed not, 
were deftroved by the cry of the an. 
gel Gabriel {1). 

* Wefent unto them two at oflles.} 
= Some fay thefe two were ohn and 

ul; but others name different 
perfons, . : 

‘ A third.}—viz, Simon Peters 


(1) Al Zamaxu, Al Bernawi, &c. V.etiam Marracc. in Alc, p, 80, 


Cuar, 36. 


r 
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ed, Your evil prefage -is with yourlelves*: although 
ye be warned, will ye perfift in your errors ? Verily 
"ye are a people who tranfgrefs exceedingly. Anda 
certain man™ came haftily from the farther parts of the 
city, and faid, O° my people, follow the meffengers 
of GOD; follow him who demandeth not any re- 
ward of you: for thefe are rightly dire@ted. * What XXIII. 
reafon have I that I fhould not worthip him who 
hath created me? for unto him fhall ye return, 
Shall I take other gods befides him? If the Merciful 
be pleafed to afflict me, their interceffion will not 
avai] me at all, neither can they deliver me: then 
fhould I be in a manifeit error. Verily I believe in 
your Lorn; wherefore hearken unto me. But they 
{toned him: and as he died, it was faid unto him, En- 
ter thou into paradife. And he faid, O that my peo- 
1 ple knew how merciful Gop hath been unto me! for 
i he hath highly honoured me. And we fent not 
, down againft his people, after they had flain him, an 
army from heaven, nor the other inftruments of de- 
ftruétion which we fent down on unbelievers in former 
days*: there was only one cry of Gasriex from 
heaven, and behold, they became utterly extin@. O 
the mifery of men! No apoftle cometh unto them, 
but they laugh him to fcorn, Do they not confider 
. how many generations we have deftroyed before 
' them? Verily they fhali not return unto them: but 
all of them in general fhall be affembled before us. 
One fign of the refurre&tion unto them is the dead 
earth*: we quicken the fame by the rain, and pro- 





* Your evil prefage is with your. * Nor the other infiruments of de- 
felves.]—~i. e. If any evil befal you, ftruétion, whickt we fent down on 
it will be the. confequence of your unbelievers in former davs.j—As a 
own obftinacy and unbelief. “See deluge, or a fhower of ftones, or 2 
chap. 27. p. 227, not. 4, : fuffocating wind, &c. The words 

~ A certain man.J—-—This was may alfo be tranilated, Nor did we 
Habib al Najjar, whofe martyrdom —dezermine to fend down fuch execu- 

“is here deferibed: hig tomb is Mill  tioners of onr juftice. 
fhewn near Antioch, and is much ¥ See chap. 29. p. 247. not. *. 
vilited by the Mohammedans (1). 


{1) V.Senerzens, Indic. Geogr. ad calcem Vita Saladini, voce Antiochia. 
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duce thereout various forts of grain, of which they 
eat. And we make therein gardens of palm-trees, 
and vines ; and we caufe the {prings to gufh forth in. 
the fame: that they may cat of the fruits thereof, and 


of the labour of their hands. 
Praife be unto him who hath | 


fore give thanks? 


Will they not there- 


created all the different kinds, both of vegetables,- 
which the earth bringeth forth, and of their own, 
{pecies, by forming the two fexes, and alfo the various 


forts of things which they know not. 


The night, 


alfo is a fign unto them: we withdraw the day from 
the fame, and behold, they are covered with dark- 
nefs: and the fun hafleneth to his place of reft*, 
This is the difpofition of the mighty, the wife GOD. 
And for the moon have we appointed certain man- 
fions*, until fhe change and return to be like the old 
branch of a palm-tree', “It is not expedient that the 
fun fhould overtake the moon in her courfe; neither 
doth the night out-ftrip the day: but each of thefe 
luminaries moveth in a peculiar orbit. It is a fign. ; 
alfo unto them, that we carry their offspring in the 
fhip filled with merchandifes; and that we have 
made for them other conveniencies like unto it’, 
whereon they ride. If we pleafe, we drown them, 
and there is none to help them; neither are they de- 


2 The fun hafteneth to his place of 
reft.J—That is, he hafteneth to run 
his daily courfe: the fetting of the 
fun refembling a travellers going to 
reft. Some copies vary in this place, 
and inflead of 
read la moftakarra Isha; according 
to which the fentence {hould be ren- 
dered, The fun runneth his courfe 
without ceafing, and hath not a place 
of ref, 

* Certain manfions.J—viz. Thefe 
are twenty-cight 
through one of which the moon 
palles every night, thence called 
the manfions or houfes of the moon 
(1). 


limoftakartin aha, - 


confteilations, . 


* Until the return to be like the 
branch of an old palm-tree.]—For 
when a palm-branch grows old, it . 
fhrinks, and becomes crooked and 
yellow, not ill reprefenting the ap- 
pearance of the new moon. 

© That we carry their offspring in 
the fhip filled with merchiadife.}— 
Some fuppofe that the deliverance of 
Noah and his companions in the“ark,, 
is here intended: and then the words ~ 
Should be tranflated, Fhat we carried 
their progeny in the ark, filled with 
living creatures. 

* Other conveniencies likeunto it.] , 
——As camels, which are the land. 
thips; or Jeffer veffels and boats. 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. feat, I. p. qa. 


livered, | 
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_livered, unlefs through our mercy, and that they - 
may enjoy life fora feafon. When it is faid unto 
them, /ear that which is before you, and that which 
is behind you‘, that ye may obtain mercy; they 
withdraw from thee: and thou doft not bring them 
one fign, of the figns of their Lorp, but they turn 
afide from the fame. And when it is faid unto 
them, Give alms of that which Gop hath beftowed 
on you; the unbelievers fay. unto thofe who believe, 

_ by way of mockery, Shall we feed him whom Gop 
can feed, if he pleafcth'? Verily ye are in no ‘other 
than a manifeft error. And they fay, When will this 
promife of the refurre€tion be fulfilled, if ye fpeak 
truth? They only wait for one founding of the trum- 
pet’, which fhall overtake them while they are dif- 
puting together; and they fhall not have time to 
make any difpofition of their effeéts, neither fhall 
they return to their family. And the trumpet fhall 
be founded again"; and behold they fhall come 
forth from their graves, and haften unto their Lorp. 
They fhall fay, Alas for us! who hath awakened us 
from our bed'? This is‘what the Merciful promifed - 
us; and his apoftles fpoke the truth. It fhall -be but . 
one found of the trumpet, and behold, they fhalt be 
all affembled before us. On this day: no foul fhall . 
be unjuftly treated in the leaft; neither fhall ye be 

- rewarded, but according to what ye fhall have 
wrought. On this day the inhabitants of paradife* 


© Fear that which is before you, 
and that which is behind you, ]-1. ¢. 
The punifhment of this world and 
of the next. 3 

© Shall we fecd him_whom Gop 
can feed, if he pleafes.J~When the 
poor Moflems afked alms of the 
richer Koreifh, they told them, -that 
if Goo could provide for them, as 
they imagined, and did not, it was 
an argument that they deferved not 
his favour fo well as themfelves: 


whereas Gop permits fome to be in 
want, to try the rich and exercife 
their charity. 

8 See the Prelim. Difc. feét. IV. 
p- 108, 109, 110. and the notes to 
chap. 39. 

® See ibid. 

i Who hath awakened us from 
our bed. ]—For they. fhall fleep dur- 
ing the interval between thele two © 
blafis of the trumpet, and fhall feel 
no pain (1). 


(1) Janraxro’ppry. 


Vo. 


U 
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fhall be wholly taken up with joy: they and their, 
wives fhall reft in fhady groyes, leaning on magnifi- 
cent couches. There fhall they have fruit, and the 
fhall obtain whatever they fhall defire. Peace thal 
be the word {poken unto the righteous, by a merciful 
Lorn: but he fhall fay unto the wicked Be ye fe- 
parated this day, O ye wicked, from the righteous. 
Did 1 not command you, O fons of Apam, that ye 
fhould not worfhip Satay; becaufe he was an open 
enemy unto you? And did I not fay, Worfhip me; 
this is the right way? But now hath he feduced a 
great multitude of you: did ye not therefore under- 
fland? This is hell, with which ye were threatened : 
be ye caft into the fame this day, to be burned; for 
that ye have been unbelievers. On this day we will 
{eal up their mouths, that they fhall not open them in 
their own defence ; and their hands fhall {peak unto 
us, and their feet fhall bear witnefs of that which 
they have.committed*. If we pleafed we could put 
out their eyes, and they might run with emulation ‘ 
in the way they ule to take; and how fhould they fee 
their error? And if we pleafed we could transform 
them into other fhapes, in their places where they 
fhould be found; and they fhould not be able to de- 
. Part: neither fhould they repent’, Unto whomfoever 
we grant a long life, him do we caufe to bow down 
his body through age, Will they not therefore under- 
*ftand? We have not taught Mouammen the art of 
poetry”; nor is it expedient for him to be a poet. 
This book is no other than an admonition from GOD, 
and a perfpicuous Koran; that he may warn him 
who is living": and the fentence of condemnation will 
* See the Prelim. Dife. fe. IV. med the art of poetry.J—This is in 
p. 126, anfwer to the infidels, who pretend. 
If we pleafed we could put out. ed the Koran was only a poetical 
their eyes, &c. ]—That is, They de- compofition. 
ferve to be thus treated for theit in- ® Him who is living.J—i. e. En- 
fidelity and difobedience; but we dued with underftanding; the ftu- 
bear with them out of mercy, and pid and carelefs being like dead per- 


grant them refpite. fons {1}. 
™ We have not taught Mobam- 


(1) Al Berpawi, 
be 
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+be juftly executed on the unbelievers. Do they not 
confider that we have created for them, among the 
things which our hands have wrought, cattle of feveral 
kinds, of which they are poffeffors; and that we have 
put the fame in fubje€ion under them? Some of 
them are for their riding; and on fome of them do 
they feed: and they receive other advantages there- 
from; and of their milk do they drink, Will they 
not, therefore, be thankful ? They have taken other , 

: gods, befides Goo, in hopes that they may be affifted 
by them: but they are not able to give them any 
affiftance: yet are they a party of troops ready to de- 
fend them, Let not their fpeech, therefore, grieve 
thee: we know that which they privately conceal, and 
that which they publicly difcover. Doth not man 
know that we have creatcd him of feed? yet behold, 
he is an open difputer againft the refurre@ion: and he 
propoundeth unto us a comparifon, and forgetteth his 
creation. He faith, Who fhall reftore bones to life, 
when they are rotten?? Anfwer, He fhall reftore 
them to life, who produced them the firft time: for 
he is {killed in every kind of creation: who giveth 
you fire out of the green tree? ; and behold, ye kin- 
dle your fewel from thence. Is not he who hath 
created the heavens and the earth, able to create new 

, creatures like unto them? Yea certainly: for he is 

* the wife Creator. His command, when he willeth a 
thing, is only that he faith unto it, Be; and it is. 
Wherefore praife be unto him, in whofe hand is the 
kingdom of all things, and unto whom ye fhall return 
at the laft-day. 


* See chap. 16. p. 76. not. *. which is commonly of the tree 

P Who ewveth vie out of the called Markh, and the other of that 

een tree.|——The ufual way of called Afar: and it will facceed, 

riking fire in the eaft, is by rubbing even though the wood be green and 
together two pieces of wood, one of wet (1). 


(1) V. Hrox, de Rel. Vet. Perf. c. 95. p. 993, &c. 


Us CHAP. 


At KORAN, Cuap. 97, 


308 
CHAP, XXXVH. 


Intitled, Thofe who rank themfelves in order ; 
revealed at Mrcca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the angels who rank themfelves in ordert Da 

and by thofe who drive’ forward and difpel the 
clouds‘; and by thofe who read the Koran for an 
admonition ; verily your Gov is one: the Lorp of 
heaven and earth, and of whatever is between them, 
and the Lorp of the eaft. We have adorned the 
lower heaven with the ornament of the ftars: and 
we have placed therein a guard, againft every rebel- 
lious devil; that they may not liften to the difcourfe 
of the exalted princes, (for they are darted at from 
every fide, to repel them, and a lafting torment is 
prepared for them ;) except him who catcheth a word 
by ftealth, and is purfued by a fhining flame’, “Aik 
the Mrccans, therefore, whether they be ftronger 
by nature, or the angels whom we have created ? 
We have furely created them of ftiff clay. Thou 
wondercft at Goo’s power and_ their obftinacy ; but ’ 


* By the angels who rank them. 
{elves in order, &c.J—-Some under- 
fland by thefe words, the fouls of 
men who range themfelves in obe- 
dicnce to Goo’s laws, and put away 
from them all infidelity and corrupt 
doings; or the fouls of thofe who 
rank themfelves in battle array, to 
fight for the true religion, and pufh 
on their horfes to charge the inf- 
dels, &c. (1). 

* Who drive forward the clouds.} 
--Or, who put in motion all bodies, 
in the upper and lower world, ac- 
cording to the divine command ; or, 
who keep off men from difobedience 
to Gon, ty infpiring ther with good 


(2 AlBeraws, 
(47 Maraace.in Ale. p, 589. 


(2) Idem. 


thoughts and inclinations; or, who 
drive away the devils from them, 
&c. (2), 

* The eaft.]—The ‘original word, 
being inthe plural number, is fup- 
pofed to fignify the different points 
of the horizon, from whence the fun 
rifes in the courfe of the year, which 
are in number 360 (equal to the num 
ber of days in the oldcivil year) and 
have as many correfponding points 
where it fucceffively fets, during that 
{pace (3). Marracei groundlefsly 
imagines this interpretation to be 
built on the error of the plurality of 
worlds (4). 

* See chap. 15. p. 70. 


(3) Idem, Yaura. 
_ they 
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they mock at the arguments urged to convince them: 
when they are warned, they do not take warning ; 
and when they fee any fign, they {cof thereat, and 
fay, This is no other than manifeft forcery: after 
we fhall be dead, and become duft and bones, fhall 
we really be raifed to life, and our fore-fathers alfo ? 
Anfwer, Yea: and ye thall then be defpicable. There 
fhall be but one blaft of the trumpet, and they fhall 
fee themfelves raifed: and they {hall fay, Alas for us! 
this is the day of judgment; this is the day of dif-« 
tin@tion between the righteous and the wicked, which | 
ye rejected as a falfehood. Gather together thofe 
who have atted unjuftly, and their comrades, and 
the idols which they worthipped’ befides Gop, and 
direét them in the way to hell: and fet them before 
Gon’s tribunal; for they fhall be called to account. 
What aileth you that ye defend not one another ? 
Bur cn this day they {hall fubmit themfelves to the 
judgment of GOD: and they fhall draw nigh unto one 
‘another, aad fhall difpute ‘among themfelves. And 
the jeduced fhall fay unto thofe:wbo feduced them, 
Verily ye came unte. us wich: prefages af profperity*; 
and the feducers fhall anfwer, Nay, rather ye were not 
true believers: for we had no power over you to 
compel you; but ye were people who voluntarily tranf 
grefled: wherefore the fentence of your Lorn hath 
been juftly pronounced againft us, and we fhall furel 

tafte his vengeance. We feduced you; but we alfo 
red ourlelves. They fhall both therefore be made 
partakers of the fame punifhment on that day. Thus 
will we deal with the wicked: becaufe, when. it is 
faid unto them, There is no god befides the true 
Gon, they fwell with arrogance, and fay, Shall we 
abandon our gods for a diftraéted poet? Nay; he 
cometh with the truth, and beareth witnefs to the 
former apoftles, Ye shall fyrely tafte the painful 


a With prefages of profperity.J— force, to compe! lus; or, with an 
Literally, From the right-hand. The oath, {wearing that ye were in the 
words may alfo be rendered, with right, 


Ue torment 


Bro At KOR AN. Cuap. 37, 


torment of hell : and ye fhall not be rewarded, but 
according to your works. But as for the fincere 
fervants of Gon, they fhall have a certain provifion 
in paradife, namely, delicious fruits : and they fhall be 
honoured : they fhall be placed in gardens of pleafure, 
leaning on couches, Oppofite to one another”: a cup 
thall be carried round unto them, filled froma lim- 
pid fountain, for the delight of thofe who drink; it 
fhall_ not opprefs the underftanding, neither fhall 
they be inebriated therewith, And near them fhall 
lie the virgins of paradife, refraining their looks from 
bsholding any belides their fpoufes, having large black 
eyes, and refembling the eggs of an oftrich, covered 
with feathers from the du(t®. And they fhall turn 
the one unto the other, and fhall afk one another 
queftions. And one of them fhall fay, Verily I had 
an intimate friend while I liyed in the world, who {aid 
unto me, Art thou one of thofe who afferteft the truth 
of the refurreftion? After we fhall be dead, and re- 
duced to duft aad bones, thal we furely be judged ? 
Then he fhall fay to his companions, Will ye look 
down ? And he fhall look down, and hall fee him 
in the midft of hell: and he fhal] 


Gop, it wanied 
ruin; 


fay unto him, By 


little but thou hadft drawn me into 
and had it not been for 


the grace of my 


Lorn, Ihad furely been one of thofe who have been 


delivered up to eternal torment. 
other than our firft death ; 


Shall we die any 


or do we fuffer any pu- 


nifhment ? Verily this is great felicity: for the ob- 


taining a felicity like this let the 
Is this a better entertainment, 


labourers labour. 
or the tree of Ar 


Zakxum’? Verily we have defigned the fame for 


an occafion of difpute unto the 


* See chap, 15. p. 72. not. *, 

* Refembling the eggs of an of. 
trich, &c.J—This may teem an odd 
comparifon to an European ; but the 
orientals think nothing comes fo 
near the colour of a fine woman's 

egg 


fkin, as that of an oftrich’s 
when kept perfedlly clean, 
Al Zakkim.J—There is a thor- 


unjuft*, It is a tree 
ny tree fo called, which ws in 
Tehama, and bears fruit like an al- 
mond, but extremely bitter; and 
therefore the fame name is given to- 
this infernal tree. 

; An occafion of difpute.J~The 
infidels not conceiving how a tree 
could grow in hell, where the fiones 
themfelves ferve for fewel, . 

which 
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whieh iffueth from the bottom of hell: 
thereof refembleth. the heads of devils*; and 

damned fhall eat of the fame, and fhall fill their bet. 
ties therewith ; and there fhall be given them thereon 
a mixture of filthy and boiling water to drink: af- 
terwards fhall they return into hell’. “They found 
their fathers going aftray, and they trod haftily in 
their footfteps: for thé greater part of the anctents 
erred before them. And we {ent warners unto them 
heretofore: and fee how miferable was the end of 
thofe who were warned ; except the fincere fervants 
of Gop. Noan called on us in former days, and 
we heard him gracioufly « and we delivered him and 
his family out of the great diftre—s; and we caufed 
his offspring to be thofe who furvived to people the 
earth: and we left the following falutation to be be- 
ftowed on him by the Jateft pofterity, namely, Peace 
be on Noax among all creatures! Thus do we re- 
ward the righteous; for he was one of our fervants 
the truc believers. Afterwards we drowned the 
others. Apranam alfo was of his religion® : when 
he came unto his Lorn with a perfeét heart. When 
he faid unto his father and_his people, What do ye 
worfhip ? Do ye choofe falfe gods preferably to the 


true Gop ? What therefore is your opinion of the 
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fruit 


Lorp of all creatures ? And he looked and obferved 
the ftars, and faid, Verily I fhall be fick 4, and fhall 
not affift at your facrifices : and they turned their backs 


© OF devils. ]—Or of ferpents ug- 
ly to behold ; the original word fig- 
nifies both. . 

» Afterwards fhall they return 1n- 
to hell. ]—Some fuppofe that the en- 
tertainment above-mentioned will 
be the welcome given the damned 
before they enter that place; 2! 
others, that they will be fuffered to 
come out of hell from time to time, 
to drink their {ealding liquor. A 

© Abraham alfo was of his teli- 
gion.J—For Noah and he agreed in 


the fundamental points both of 
faith and practice; though the 
pecs between them was no Iels 
than 2640 years (1). 

@ And he oblerved the fars, and 
faid, I fhalfbe fick.]—-He made as 
3f he gathered fo much from the 
afpe& of the heavens (the feos 
being great! addi to fue 
erftitions of aftrology) and made 
te his excufe for being abfent from 
their feflival, to which. they bad 
invited him, 


(1) Al Berpaws. 


U4 


and 


giz 


privately to their gods, 
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and departed from him«. 
and faid fcoffingly unto them, 


Crap. 37, 
And, AzRanam: went 


Do ye not eat of the meat which is fet before you? 


What aileth you that ye 
upon them, 
and demolifhed them, 
to him: and he faid, 


fpeak not? And he turned 
and ftruck them 


with his right-hand, 


And the people came haftily un- 
Do ye worthip the images which 


ye carve? whereas Gop hath ‘created you, and alfo 


that which ye make. 

him, and calt him into 
devifed a plot againft 
inferior, 
Verily Tam 
me. O 


They faid, Build a pile for 
the glowing fire. 
him; but we made them the 
and delivered him ‘, 


And they 


And Asranam faid, 


going unto my Lorn’, who will direét 
Lorp, grant me a righteous iffue. Where- 
2 § gs) 


fore we acquainted him that he fhould have a fon, 


who fhould be a meek 


tained to years of difcretion , 


youth. And when he had at, 


and could join in aéts of 


religion with him; Apranam faid unto him, O my 


fon, verily I faw in a dream 


in facrifice': 


* And they turned their backs, 
&c.J—Fearing he had fome contagi-~ 
ous diflemper (1), 

F See chap. et, p. 157, &e. 

® Unto my Lorn. j—i.e. Whi- 
ther he hath commanded me. 

* To years of difcretion. }——He 
was-then thirteen years old f2), 

* Idreamed that I fhould facrifice 
thee, &e.]—The commentators fay, 
that Abraham was ordered in a 
vifion, which he faw on the eighth 
night of the month Dhu'lhajja, to 
facrifice his fon; and to affure him 
that this was not from the devil, 
as he was inclined to fulpe&, the 
fame vifion was repeated a fecond 
time the next night, when he knew 
it to be from Gop, and alfo a third 
time the night following, when he 
refolved to obey it, and to facrifice 

is fon: and hence fome think the 
Bth, oth, and toth days of Dhu’l- 
ja are called Yawm alterwiya, 


hajja 
yawm arafat, and yawm alnehr, 


(t) Idem. 


that I fhould offer thee 


confider therefore what thou art of 


opinion 


that is, the day of the vifion, the day 
of knowledge, and the day of the 

factifice. . 2% 
Te is the moft received opinton 
among the Mohammedans, that the 
fon whom Abraham offered, was 
Ithmael, and not Haac; Ithmael be- 
ing his only fon at that time: for 
the promife of Ifaac’s birth is men- 
tioned lower, as f{ubfequent in time 
to this tranfaGion. They alfo al- 
lege the teftimony of their pro. 
het, who is reported to have faid, 
Pam the fon of the two who were 
offered in Tacrifice ; meaning his 
great anceflor Ifmael, and his own 
father Abd'allah: for Abd’almotal- 
leb had: made a vow, that if Gop 
would permit him to find out and 
open the well Zemzem, and fhould 
give him ten fons, he would facrie 
fice one of them; accordingly, 
when he had obtained his defire in 
both refpeéts, he caft lots on his 
fons, and the lot falling on Aor: 
‘an, 


{2} Idem, 
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opinion I fhould do. He anfwered, O my father, do 
what thou art commanded: thou fhalt find me, if 
Gop pleafe, a patient perfon. And when they had 
fubmitted themfelves to the divine will, and ABRAHAM 
had laid his fon proftrate on his face *, we cried unto 
him, O Asaanam, now haft thou verified the vifion. 
Thus do we reward the righteous. Verily this was 
a manifeft trial. .And we ranfomed him with a no- 
ble viétim', And we left the following falutation to 
be beftowed on him by the lateft pofterity, namely, 
Peace be on AnrAnam! Thus do we reward the 
righteous: for he was one of our faithful fervants. 
And we rejoiced him with the promife of Isaac, a 
righteous prophet ; and we bleffed him and Isaac: 
and of their offspring were fome righteous doers, and 
others who manifeftly injured their own fouls. We 
were alfo gracious unto Moszs and Aaxon, hereto- 
fore: and we delivered them and their people from 
a great diftrefs, And we affifted them againft the 
Ecyrrrans; and they became the conquerors. And 
we gave them the peripicuous book of the law, and 
we direGted them into the right way: and we left 
the following falutation to be beftowed on them by the 
lateft pofterity, namely, Peace be on Moszs and 


lah, he redeemed him by offering  thevery fame which’ Abel facrificed ; 


an hundred camels, which was 
therefore ordered to_be the price of 
a man’s blood tn the Sonna (1). 

® And had laid him proftrate on 
his face.]—The commentators add, 
that’ Abraham went fo far as to draw 
the knife with all his ftrength acrofs 
the Jad’s throat ; but was miracu- 
lonfly hindered from hurting him 
2). 
f ! A noble viétim,]—The epithet 
of gteat or noble is here added, ei- 
ther becaufe it was large and fat, 
or becaufe it was accepted as the 
ranfom of a prophet. Some fup- 
pofe this vilim was a ram, and, if 
we may believe a common tradition, 


{1) Idem, Jar.ato’poin, 
LO'PDIN. (3) lidem. 
Vmail. 


Al Zamaxn. 


having been, brought to Abra 
out of paradife: others fancy it was 
a wild-goat, which came down 
from mount Thabir, near Mecca = 
for the Mohammedans lay the fcene 
of this tranfaftion in the valley of 
Mina; as a proof of which 

tell us, that the horns of the viftim 
were hung up on the fpout of the 
Caaba, where they remained tilk 
they were burnt, together with that 
building, in the days of Abda’liah 
Ebn Zobeir (3); though others afe 
fure us, that they had been before 
taken down by Mohammed himfelf, 
to remove all occafion of idolatry 


(4). 


(2) Idem, Jaura- 
(4) V. D’Hers. Bibl. Orient. Art. 


Aazon!?. 
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Aaron! Thus do we reward the righteous; for 
they were two of our faithful fervants. And Exias™ 
was alfo one of thofe who were fent by us. When he 
faid unto his people, Do ye not fear GOD? Do ye 
invoke Baar, and forfake the moft excellent Cre- 
ator? Gop is your Lorn, and the Lorp of your 
forefathers. But they accufed him of impofture : 
wherefore they fhall be delivered up to eternal punifh- 
ment ; except the fincere fervants of Gop. And we 
left the following falutation to be beftowed on him by 
the lateft pofterity, namely, Peace be on Iivastx*! 
Thus do we reward the righteous: for he was one of 
our faithful fervants. And Lor was alfo one of 
thofe who were fent by us. When we delivered him 
and his whole family, except an old woman, his wife, 
who perifhed among thofe that remained behind: af. 
terwards we deftroyed the others*. And ye, O peo- 
ple of Mecca, pafs by the places where théy once 
dwelt, as ye journey in the morning, and by night : 
will ye not therefore underftand? Jonas was alfo one 
of thofe who were fent by us® When he fled into 
the loaded fhip; and thofe who were on board caft lots 
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= Elias.]—This prophet the Mo- 
hammedans generally fuppofe to be 
the fame with &l Khedr, and con- 
found him with Phineas (1), and 
fometimes with Edris, or Enoch, 
Some fay he was the fon of Yafin, 
and nearly related to Aaron; and 
éthers fuppofe him to have been a 
different perfon, He was fent to 
the inhabitants of Baalbec in Syria, 
the Heliopolis of the Greeks, to re- 
claim them from the worfhip of 
their idol Baal, or the fun, whofe 
name makes part of, that of the 
city, which was anciently called 
Bece (2). 
. ® Ilyafin,J~~The commentators 
do not well know what to make of 
this word. Some think it is the 
Plural of Elias, or, as the Arabs 
write it, Ilyas, and that both that 


+ (1) See chap. 18, p, 222, not. *. 


prophet and his followers, or thofe 
who refembled him, are meant 
thereby: others divide the word, 
and read al Yafin, i.e, the family of 
Yalin, who was the father of Elias, 
according to an opinion mentioned 
above : and others imagine it figni- 
fies Mobammed, or the Koran, or 
fome other book of fcripture. But 
the moft probable conjefture is, 
that Ilyas and Ilyafin, are the fame 
name, or defign one and_ the fame 
perfon, as Sinai and Sinin denote 
one and the fame mountain; the 
Jaft fyllable beng added here, to 
keep up the rhyme, or cadence, at 
the clofe of the verfe. 

° See chap. 7. p. 201, &e. and’ 
chap. 13. p. 27, &c. 

® Seechap. 10. p. 13. 

* See chap. 2s. p. 163. 


(2) Jarvaz. Al Baroawt. 
among 
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among. themfelves*, and he was condemned*:: and 
the fifh fwallowed him’; for he was worthy of re- 
_prehenfion. And if he had not been one of thofe 
who praifed Gop‘, verily he had remained in the 
belly thereof until the day of refurre@ion. And we 
caft him on the naked fhore, and he was fick”: and 
_ we caufed a plant of a gourd” to grow up over him; 
and we fent him to an hundred thoufand perfons, or 
they were a greater number, and they believed : 
wherefore we granted them to enjoy this life, fora 
feafon. Inquire of the Meccans whether thy Lorn 
hath daughters, and they fons’? Have we created: 
" the angels of the female fex? and were they witnefles 
thereof? Do they not fay of their own falfe invention, 
Gop hath begotten iffuc ? and are they not really 
liars? Hath he chofen daughters preferably to fons ? 


Ye have no reafon to judge thus. 


fore be admonifhed ? Or 


* Thev caft lots, ]——Al Beidawi 
fays the thip flood flock Rill ; where- 
fore they concluded, that they had 
a fugitive fervant on board, ‘and caft 
lots to find him out. 

* He was condemned. J—i, e. He 
was taken by the lot. 

' The fith {wallowed him.J]—— 
‘When the Jot fell on Jonas, he cried 
out, T am the fugitive ; and imme- 
diately threw bimfelfinto the fea (1). 

* One of thofe who praifed 
Gop. J—The words feem to relate 
particularly to Jonas’s fupplication 
while in the whale’s belly (2). 

« He was fick.J—By reafon of 
what he had fuffered ; his body be- 
coming like that ofa new-born child 
(3). Te is faid that the fith, after it 
had fwallowed Jonas, fwam after the 
Ship with its head above water, that 
the prophet might breathe ; who 
continued to praife Gon till the 
fith came to land, and vomited him 
out. 


(1) Tidem, 


(4) Idem. (5) Idem. 


(2) See chap. “ep 163. 


Will ye not there- 
have ye a manifeft proof 


The opinions of the Mohammedan 
writers, as to the time Jonas con- 
tinued in the fith's belly, differ 
very much: fome fappefe it was a 
part of a day; others three days, 
others feven, others twenty, and 
others forty (4). 

= A gourd.}—The original word 
properly, fignifies a plant, which 
preads itfelf upon the ground, hav- 
ing no ereét ftalk or fem to fup- 
port it; and particularly a gourd: 
though fome imagine Jonas's plant 
to have been a fig; and others the 
{mall tree or fhrub called Mauz (5), 
which bears very Jarge leaves, a 
excellent fruit (6), ic commen= 
tators add, that this plant. withered 
the next morning, and that Jonas 
being much concerned at it, Gon 
made a remoilftrance to him in be~ 
half of the Ninevites, agreeable to, 
what is recorded in feripture. 

¥ See chap. 16. p. 82, 


(3) Al Bsrpawr. 
) VJ. Leon Deter. Afric. lib. 9. 


Gas. Sronrt. de Urb. Orient. ad calcem Geogr. Nub. p. 55. & Horr= 


cer. Hift, Orient. p. 78, &c. 


of 
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of what ye fay? Produce now your book of revela- 
tions, if ye fpeak truth, And they make him to be 
of kin unto the genii*; whereas the genii know that 
they who affirm fuch things, fhall be delivered up to 
eternal punifhment; (far be that. from Gop, which 
they affirm of him!) except the fincere fervants of 
Gop. Moreover ye and that which ye worfhip, 
fhall not feduce any concerning GOD, except him 
who is deftined to be burned in hell. There is none 
of us, but hath an appointed place: we range our- 
felves in order, attending the commands of GOD; and 
we cclebrate the divine praife*, The infidels faid, If 
we had been favoured with a book of divine revela- 
tions, of thofe which were delivercd to the ancierits, 
we had. furely been fincere fervants of Gop: yet 
now the Koran is revealed, they believe not therein ; 
but hereafter fhall they know the confequence of their 
unbelief. Our word hath formerly been given unto 
our fervants the apoftles; that they fhould certainly 
be affifted againft the infidels, and that our armies 
fhould furcly be the conquerors. Turn afide there- 
fore from them, fora feafon: and fee the calamities 
which fhall affli& them; for they fhall fee thy future 
fuccefsand profperity. Do they therefore feck to haiten 
our vengeance? Verily when it fhall defcend into 
their courts, an evil morning fhall it be unto thofe 


by Gon, whofe commands they 
are at all times ready to execute, 
and whofe praifes they continually 
fing. There are fome expofitors, 
however, who think they are the 
words of Mohammed and his fol- 
lowers; the meaning being, that 
each of them has a place defined 


* The genit.]—That is, the an- 
gels, who are’ alfo comprehended 
nnder the name of genit, being a 
fpecies of them. Some fay that the 
3 vIs went fo far as to afferr, 
t Gon and the devil were bro” 
thers; which blafphemous expref. 
fion may have been occafione: by 





the magian notions. < 

* There is none of us, but hath an 
appointed place, &e.J—Thefe words 
are fappofed to be fpoken by the 
angels, difclaiming the worfhip 
paid to them by the idolaters, and 
declaring that they have each their 
Ration and office appointed them 


for him in paradife, and that they 
are the men who range themfelves 
in order before Gon, to worthip 
and pray to him, and who celebrate 
his praife, by rejeéting every falfe 
notion derogatory to the divine wiG 
dom and power, 


(1) AlBripawr, 


who 
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who were warned in vain. Turn afide from them 
therefore for a feafon; and fee: hereafter fhall they 
{ee thy fuccefs and their punifhment. Praife be unto 
thy Lorn, the Lorn who is far exalted above what 
they affirm of him! And peace be on his apoftles! 
And praife be unto Gop, the Logo of all creatures! 


CHAP. XXXVHUI. 
Intitled, S; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


S > By the Koran full of admonitions. Verily 
« the unbelievers are addiéted to pride‘and con- 
tention. How many generations have we deftroyed 
before them; and they cried for mercy, but it was 
not a time to efcape. They wonder that a warner 
from among themfelves hath come unto them, And 
the unbelievers faid, This man is a forcerer, and a 
liar: doth he affirm the gods to be but one Gop? 
Surely this is a wonderful thing. And the chief men 
among them departed’, faying to one another, Go, 
and perfevere.in the worfhip of your gods: verily this 
is the thing which is defigned*, We have not heard 
any thing like this in the lat religion‘: this is no 


> The meaning of this letter is 
unknown (3): fome guefs it Rands 
for Sidk, i. e. Truths or for Sada- 
ka, i. e. he (viz. Mohammed) {peak- 
eth the truth: and others propofe 
different conjeétures, all equally un- 
certain. : 

© By the Koran, &c.J—Something 
muft be underftood to anfwer this 
oath, which the commentators vari- 
oufly fupply. 

4 The chief men among them de- 

ted, &c.]—On the converfion of 

mar, the Koreifh being greatly ir- 
ritated, the moft‘confiderable of them 


(1) See the Prelim. Difc. fect. IIL. p. 78, &co 


(3) idem, 


went in a body to Abu Taleb, to 
complain to him of his nephew Mo- 
hammed’s proceedings: but being 
confounded and put to filence by the 
propbet’s arguments, they left the 
affembly, and encouraged one ano- 
ther in their obflinacy (2). 

© This is the thing which is de- 
figned.|—Namely, To draw us from 
their worlhip. 

f In the laft religion.J—i. ¢. In 
the religion which we received from 
our fathers; or, in the religion of 
Jesus, which was the laft before the 
miffion of Mohammed (3). 


(2) Al Bearpaw. 


other 


918 Ar KORAN. — Cuar. 38, 


other than a falfe contrivance. Hath an admorfition 
been fent unto him preferably to any other among us? 
Verily they are in a doubt concerning my admo- * 
nition: but they have not yet tafted my vengeance, 
Are the treafuries of the mercy of thy Lorn, the 
mighty, the munificent GOD, in their hands? Is the 
kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and of what. 
ever is between them, in their poffeffion? If it be fo, ° 
let them afcend by fteps unto heaven. But any army 
of the confederates fhall even here be put to flight. 
- The people of Noan, and the tribe of Ap, and Pua- 
naou the contriver of the ftakes*, and the tribe of 
Tuamup, and the people of Lor, and the inha- 
bitants of the wood near Map1an *, accufed the pro- 
phets of impofture before them: thefe were the con- 
federates againft the meffengers of GOD. All of them 
did no other than accufe their apoftles of falfehood : 
wherefore my vengeance hath been jultly executed 
upon them: And: wait dnly:for one founding of 
the trumpet; which there fhall be no deferring, And 
they f{coffingly fay, O Lorp, haften our fentence unto 
us, before the day of account. Do thou patiently 
bear that which they utter: and remind them of our 
fervant Davin, endued with ftrength'; for he was 
one who ferioufly turned himfelf unto GOD. We 
compelled the mountains to celebrate our praife with 
him, in the evening and at fun-rife, and alfo the 
birds, which gathered themfelves together unto him*: 
all of them returned frequently unto him for this pur- 


*® The contriver of the Rakes. ]— 
For they fay Pharaoh ufed to tie thole 
he had a mind to punifh, by the 
hands and feet to four-ftakes fixed in 
the ground, and fo tormented them 
(1). Some interpret the words, 
which may alfo be tranflated the lord 
or matter of the flakes, fi uratively, 
of the firm eftablifhment of Pharaoh's 
kingdom ; becaufe the Arabs fix their 
tents with flakes (2): but they may 


(1) Jariazo’spry, 


(2) Al Buipawn, 


poffibly intend that prince’s obRina- 
cy, and hardnefs of heart. 

5 See chap. 15. 73+ 

* Endued wit trength.]—The 
commentators fuppofe that ability to 
undergo the frequent pradtice of re- 
ligiousexercifes is here meant. They 
fay David ufed to falt every other 
day, and to fpend one half of the 
night in prayer (3). 

* Sce chap, 21. p, 161, 


(3) Tidem Interp, 
pofe, 
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pole. And we eftablifhed his kingdom, and gave 
him wifdom and eloquence of fpeech. Hath the 
ftory of the two adverfaries! come to thy knowledge ; 
‘when they afcended over the wall into the upper 
apartment, when they went in unto Davin, and he 
was afraid of them™: They faid, Fear not: we are 
two adyerlaries who have a controverfy to be decided, 
The one of us hath wronged the other: wherefore 
judge between us with truth, and be not unjuft; and 
dirett us into the even way. This my brother had 
ninety and nine fheep ; and I had only one ewe: and 
he faid, Give her me. to keep: and he prevailed 
againft me in the difcourfe which we had together, 
Davip anfwered, Verily he hath wronged. thee, in 
demanding thine ewe as an addition to his own fheep ; 
and many of them who are concerned together in bu- 
finefs, wrong one another, except thofe who believe 
and do that which is right; but how few are they! 
And Davin perceived that we had tried him by this 
parable, and he afked pardon of his Lorn: and he 
fell down and bowed himfelf, and repented", Where- 
fore we forgave him this fault; and he fhall be ad. 
mitted to approach near unto us, and fhall have an 
excellent place of abode in paradife. O Dayip, ve- 
ily we have appointed thee a fovereign prince in the 
earth: judge therefore between men with truth 3 


and follow not thy own luft, left it caufe thee to err! 


‘The two adverfaries.J—Thefe of Gon, another day for rendering 
were two angels, who came unto Da- _juftice to his people, another day for 
vid in the fhape of men, to demand preaching to them, and another day 
judgment in the feigned controverfy for his own affairs (2). 
after-mentioned. Itis no other than = And David perceived that we 
Nathan’s parable to David (1), a lite had tried him, &c.J—The crime of 
tle difguifed. which David had been guilty, was 

® He was afraid of them.]—Be- the taking the” wife of tiah, and 
caufe they came fuddenly upon him, ordering her hufband to be fet in the 
ona day of privacy; when the doors front of the battle to be flain (3). 
were guarded, and no perfon admitted Some fuppofe this flory was told 
to diflurb his devotions. For David, to ferve asan admonition to Moham- 
they fay, divided his time regularly, med, who, it feems, was apt to covet 
fetting apart one day for the fervice what was another’s. 


(1) ¢ Sam, xii, (2) AlBatoawt, Jantaco’opin, (3) lidem. 
from 
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from the way of Gon: for thofe who err from the 
way of Gop, fhall fuffer a fevere punifhmeént, be- 
caule they have forgotten the day of account. We 
have not created the heavens and the earth, and 


whatever is between them, in vain’. 


This is the 


opinion of the unbelievers: but woe unte thofe who 


believe not, becaufe of the fire of hell. 


Shall we deal 


with thofe who believe and do good works, as with 


thofe who aét corruptly in the earth? 
with the pious as with the wicked ? 


Shall we deal 
A bleffed book 


hath been fent down unto thee, O Monamnen, that 
they may attentively meditate on the figns thereof, and 
that men of underftanding may be warned. “And we 
gave unto Davin, Soromon ; how excellent a fer- 
vant! for he frequently turned himfelf unto GOD. 
When the horfes ftanding on three feet, and touch- 
ing the ground with the edge of the fourth foot, and 
fwift in the courfe, were fet in parade before him in 
the evening», he faid, Verily I have loved the love 
of earthly good above the Yeniembrance of my 
Lorp; and have {pent the time in viewing thefe horfes, 
until the fun is hidden by the veil of night: bring the 
horfes back unto me. And when they were brought 
back, he began to cut off their legs and their necks. 
We alfo tried Socomon, and placed on his throne. a 


* We have not created the heavens 
and the earth in vain.J—So as to 
permit injuftice to go unpunifhed, 
and righteaufnels unrewarded. 

® When the horfes were fet in pa- 
rade before him, &c.J—-~Some fay 
that Solomon brought thefe horfes, 
being a thoufand in number, from 
Damafeus and Nifibis, which cities 
he had taken; others fay that they 
were left him by his Biter, who took 
them from the Amalekites; while 
others, who prefer the marvellous, 
pretend they came up out of the fea, 
and had wings. However, Solo- 
mon, having one day a mind to view 
thefs horfes, ordered them to be 


brought: before him, and was fo 
taken up with them that he {pent the 
remainder of the day, till after fun- 
fet, in looking on them; by which 
means he negleéted the prayer, which 
ought to have been faid at that time, 
till it was too Tate: but when he per- 
ceived his omiffion, he was fo greatly 
concerned at it, that ordering the 
horfes to be brow, ht pack, he killed 
them all-as an offering to Gon, ex- 
cept only a hundred “of the beft of 
them. But Gov made him ample 
amends for the lofs of thefe horles, 
by giving him dominion over the 
winds (1}. 


(1) AlBripaws, Al Zamags. Yauva, 


counterfeit 
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counterfeit body*: afterwards he turned unto GOD, 
and faid, O Lorn, forgive me, and give me a king- 
dom which may not be obtained by any after me’; 
for thou art the giver of kingdoms. And we made 
the wind fubjeét unto him; it ran gently at his com- 
mand, whitherfoever he dire€ted. And we alfo put 
the devils in fubje€tion under him; and among them 
fuch as were every way {killed in building, and in 
diving for pearls*: and others we delivered to him 
bound in chains; faying, This is our gift: therefore 
be bounteous, or be fparing unto whom thou fhalt 
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think fit', without rendering an account. 


fhall approach near unto 


4 We placed on his throne a coun- 
terfeit body, &c.——The moft re- 
ceived expofition of this paflage is 
taken from the following ‘Lalmudic 
fable (i). 

Solomon, having taken Sidon, and 
flain the king of that city, brought 
away his daughter Jerada, who be- 
came his favourite; and becaufe fhe 
ceafed not to lament her father’s lofs, 
he ordered the, devils to make an 
image of him for her confolation: 
which being done, and placed in her 
chamber, fhe and her maids worthip- 

ed it morning’and evening, accord- 
ing to their cuflom. At length Solo- 
mon being informed of this idolatry, 
which was praétifed under bis roof, 
by. his vizir Afaf, he broke the 
image, and having chaftifed the wo- 
man, went out into the defert, where 
he wept and made fupplicattons to 
Gon; who did not think fit, how- 
ever, to let his negligence pafs with- 
out fome correétion. It was Solo- 
imon’s cuftom, while he eafed, or 
wathed himfelf, to intruft his figner, 
on which bis kingdom depended, 
with a cofftubine of his named 
Amina: one day, therefore, when 
fhe had the ring in her cuftody, a 

_ devil named Sakhar, came. to her in 
the fhape of Solomon, and received 
the ring from her ; by virtue of which 


And he 
us, and fhall have an ex- 


he became poffeffed of the kingdom, 
and fat on the throne in the fhape 
which he had borrowed, making 
what alterations in the law he 
pleafed. Solomon, in the mean 
time, being changed in his outward 
appearance, and known to none of 
his fubjefts, was obliged to wander 
abont, and beg alms for his fubfif- 
tence; till at length, after the {pace 
of forty days, which was the time 
the image had been worfhipped in 
his houfe, the devil flew away, and 
threw the fignet into the -fea: the 
fignet was immediately {wallowed by 
a fifh, which being taken and given: 
to Solomon, he found the ring in 
its belly, and having by this mcans 
recovered the kingdom, took Sakhar, 
and tying a great flone. to his neck, 
threw him into the lake of Tiberias 
(2). 

* A kingdom which may not be 
obtained by any after me.J—i. ¢. 
That I may furpafs all future princes 
in magnificence and power. 

* See chap. 21. p. 16. chap. 27. 
p. 222, &e. " 

© Be bounteous or be fparing, &c.] 
—Some fuppofe thefe words relate to 
the genii, and that Solomon is there- 
by empowered to releafe or to kee 
in chains fuch of them as he pleafed. 


(1) V. Talm. En Jacob, part. 2. & Yalkut in lib. Reg. p. 182. (2) Al 


Burp. Jarrar. Apu’. exps- 


Vou ll. 


x 


cellent 
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cellent abode in paradife. And remember our fer- 
vant Jos‘, when he cried unto his Lorn, faying, 
Verily Satan hath afflided me with calamity and 
pain. And it was faid unto him, Strike the earth with 
thy foot; which when he had done, a fountain * {pra 

up, and it was faid unto him, This is for thee to wath 
in, to refrefh thee, and to drifk. And we reftored: 
unto him his family, and as many more with them, 
through our mercy; and for an admonition unto 
thofe who are endued with underftanding. And we 
faid unto him, Take a handful of rods * in thy hand, 
and ftrike thy wife therewith’; and break not thine 
oath. Verily we found him a patient perfon: how 
excellent a fervant was he! for he was one who fre- 
quently turned himfelf unto us. Remember alfo our 
fervants ABRAHAM, and Isaac, ‘and Jacos, who 
were men ftrenuous and prudent. Verily we purified 
them with a perfeét purification, through the remem- 
brance of the life to come'; and they were, in our 
fight, ele& and good men. And remember Ismaz., 
and Exisna’, and Duv’txere®: for all thefe were 
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® See chap. 21. p. 162. 

wA fountain. }]—Some fay there 
were two fprings, one of hot water, 
wherein he bathed; and the other of 


* We purified them through the 
remembrance of the life to come. ]J— 
Or, as the words may be interpreted, 
according to al Zamakhfhari, We 


cold, of which he drank (1). 

* A handful of rods.]—The ori- 
ginal not exprefling what this hand- 
ful was to confift of, one fuppofes 
it was to be only a handful of dry 
grafs, or of ruthes; and another 
oat it was a brauch of a palm-tree 
{2). & 

y Strike thy wife therewith. }~The 
commentators are not agreed what 
fault Job’s wife had.committed, to 
deferve this chaflifement; we have 
mentioned one opiuior. already (3) ; 
fome think it was only boca the 
Mlaid too long on an errand. 

* Break not thine oath. J—For he 
had fworn to give her p hundred 
Atripes if he recovered, 


(1) Al Buipaws. 


(2) See the 
aid. iil 


(q) See 1 Kings xviii, 4. 


have purified them, or peculiarly def 
tined and fitted them for paradife. 
* Ehtha.]—See chap. 6, p. 172, 

* Dhuw'lkefl.]—See chap. ¢:. Pp. 
262, Al Beidawi here takes notice 
of another tradition concerning this 
prophet; viz. that he entertained and 
took care of a hundred Iiraelites, 
who fled to him froma certain flaugh- 
ter: from which aétion he probably 
had the furname of Dhu’lkefl given 
him; the primary fignification of 
the verb, cafala, being to maintain or 
take care of another. If a conjec= 
ture might be founded on this ‘trae 
dition, I thould fancy the perfon im- 
tended was Obadiah, the governor 
of Ahab’s houfe (4). 


(3) See 
good 


notes to chap, 21, py 162, 
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good men. This is an admonition. Verily the pious 
{hall have an excellent place to return unto, namely, 
gardens of perpetual abode, the gates whereof fhall 
ftand open unto them. As they lie down therein, they 
fhall there afk for many forts of fruits, and for drink ; 
and near them fhall fit the virgins of paradife, refrain- 
ing their looks from beholding any befides their fpoufes, 
and of equal age with them*. This is what ye are 
promifed, at the day’ of account. This is our-provi- 
fion; which fhall not fail. This fhall be the reward of 
the righteous. But for the tranfgreffors is prepared an 
evil receptacle, namely, hell: they fhall be taft into 
the {fame to be burned, and a wretched couch fhall it 
be. This let them tafte, to wit, fcalding water, and cor- 
ruption flowing’ from the bodies of the damned, and 
divers other things of the fame kind. And it fhall be 
faid to the feducers, This troop which was guided by 
ou, fhall be thrown, together with you, headlong into 
ell: they fhall not be bidden welcome ; for they fhall 
enter the.fire to be burned. And the feduced fhall fa 
to their feducers, Verily ye fhall not be bidden st 
come: ye have brought it upon us; and a wretched 
abode is hell. They fhall fay, O Lorn, doubly in- 
creafe the torment of him who hath brought this punifh- 
ment upon us, in the fire of hell. And the infidels 
fhall fay, Why do we not fee the men whom we num- 
bered among the wicked, and whom we received with 
fcorn? Or do our eyes mifs them? Verily this is a 
truth; to wit, the difputing of the inhabitants of hell-fire. 
Say, O MouaMMED, unto the idolaters, Verily I am 
no other than a warner: and there is no god, except 
the one only Gop, the Almighty, the Lorp of heaven 
and earth, and of whatfoever is between them; the 
mighty, the forgiver of fins. Say, It is a weighty 
meffage, from which ye turn afide. Ihad no know- 
ledge of the exalted princes‘, when . they difputed 
4 OF equal age with them.]—i. e. © The exalted princes. ]—That is, 
About thitty or thirty-three (1). The angels, 
(1) See the Prelim. Dife. fe&. IV. p. 132. 
X2 conceming - 
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concerning the creation of man: (it hath been revealed 
unto me only as a proof shat I am a public preacher :) 
when thy Lorp faid unto: the angels, Verily | am 
about. to create man of clay: when ¥ fhall have form. 
ed him, therefore, and thall have breathed my fpirit 
into him, do ye fall down and worfhip him’. ‘And all 
the angels worfhipped him, in general; except Estis, 
who was puffed up with pride, and became an unbe- 
liever. GOD faid unto him, O Esxis, what hin-- 
dereth thee from worlhipping that which I have cre- 
ated with my hands? Art thou elated with vain pride? 
Or art thou really one of exalted merit ? He anfwered, 
T am more excellent than he: thou haft created me of 
tire, and-haft created him of clay. GOD faid unto 
him, Get thee hence therefore, for thou fhalt be driveh 
away from mercy: and my curfe fhall be upon thee, 
unul the day of judgment. He replied, O Lorn, 
Relpite me, therefore, until the day of refurre&ion, 
GOD faid, Verily thou fhalt be one of. thofe who are 
refpited until the day of the detertnined:time.. Es iis 
faid, By thy might do I fwear, I will furely feduce 
them all, except thy fervants who fhall be peculiarly 
chofen from among them. GOD faid, It is a juit 
fentence ; and I fpeak the truth: I will furely fill hell 
with thee, and with fuch of them as fhall follow thee, 
altogether #, Say unto the Meccans, I afk not of 
you any reward for this my preaching: -neither am I 
one of thofe who affume a part which belongs not to 
them. The Koran is no other than an admonition 
unto all creatures: and ye {hall furely know what is 
delivered therein to be true, afier a feafon. 


See chap. e.p.7., € See chap. 7. p, 187. and chap, 15. p. 71, &te 


CHAP, 
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825 
Cc H A P. XXXIX. 
Intitled, The Troops"; revealed at Mecca, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE revelation of this book is from the mighty, 

the wife Gop. Verily we have revealed this 
book unto thee with truth: wherefore ferve Gop, 
exhibiting the pure religion unto him, Ought not 
the pure religion to be exhibited unto Gon ? Butasto 
thofe who take other patrons befides him, faying, 
‘We worthip them only that they may bring us nearer 
unto Gop; verily Gop will judge between them con- 
cerning that whercin they difagrec. Surely Gop 
will not dire@t him who is a liar, or ungrateful. If 
Gop had been minded to have had a fon, he had 
furely chofen what ghe pleafed out of that which he 
hath created*, But far be fuch a thing from him! 
He is the fole, the almighty Gop. He hath created 
the heavens and the earth with truth: he caufeth’ the 
night to fucceed the day, and he caufeth the day to 


fucceed the night, and he obligeth the fun and the 
moon to perform their fervices ; each of them haften- 
eth to an appointed period, Is not he the mighty, 
the forgiver of fins? He created you of one man, and 
afterwards out of him formed his wife: and he hath 


beftowed' on you four pair of cattle". He formeth 


4 This title is taken from the 
latter end of the chapter, where it 
js faid the wicked fhall be fent to 
hell, and the righteous admitted in- 
to paradife by troops, 

i Except the verfe beginning, Say, 
O my fervants, who have tranfgref- 
fed againft your own fouls, &e. (1). 

* If he had been minded to have a 
fon, he had chofen what he pleafed 
cout of that which he hath created. J 
Becaufe, fays al Beidawi, there is 
no being befides himfelf, but what 
heth been created by him; fince 


(2) Jaruazo’ppiy, AlBetpawt. 
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there cannot be two neceffarily exe 
iftent beings: and hence appears 
the abfurdity of the imagination 
here condemned, becaufe no crea- 
ture can refereble the Creator, or 
be worthy to bear the relation of a 
fon to him. 

1 He hath beftowed.]-—Literally, 
He hath fent down; from which 
expreffion fome have imagined that 
thefe four kinds of beafts were cre- 
ated in paradife, and thence fens 
down to earth (2). 


= Sce chap. 6. p. 182. 
{2) Al Zamaxa. 
you 
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you in the wombs of your mothers, by feveral gra- 
dual formations’, within three veils of darknefs °, 
“This is Gop, your Lorn: his is the kingdom : 
there is no Gop but he. Why therefore are ye 
turned afide from the worfhip of him to idolatry ? If ye 
be ungrateful, verily Gop hath no need of you; yet 
he liketh not ingratitude in bis fervants: but if ye be 
thankful, he will be well pleafed with you. A 
burdened foul fhall not bear the burden o: another : 
hereafter fhall ye return unto your Loro, and he fhall 
declare unto you that which ye have wrought, and 
will reward you accordingly ; for he knoweth the in- 
nermoft parts of your breafts. When harm befalleth 
aman, he calleth upon his Lory, and turneth unto 
him: yet afterwards, when GOD hath beftowed on 
him favour from himlelf, he forgetteth that Being 
which he invoked before ®, and fetteth up equals 
unto Gop, that he may feduce men from his way, 
Say unto {uch a man, Enjo thit Wife in ‘thy infidelity 
for a little while: but hereafter fhalt thou’ furely be 
one of the inhabitants of hell-fire. Shall he who 
giveth himfelf up to prayer in the hours of the night, 
‘ proflrate, and flanding, and who taketh heed as to 
the life to- come, an hopeth for the mercy of his 
Lorn, be dealt with as the wicked unbeliever? Say, 
Shall they who know their duty, and they who know 
it not, be held equal? Verily-the men of underftand- 
ing only. will be warned, Say, O my fervants who 
believe, fear your Lorp, They who do good in 
this world, fhall obtain good in the next’; and 
Gon’s earth is fpacious': verily thofe who perfevere 
with patience fhall reccive their recompenfe without 


* See chap. o2, p. 166, ° They who do good in this world, 

° Within three veils of darknefs.}. {hall obtain good in the next.]—~Or, 
i.e. The belly, the womb, and They who do good, thal] obtain good 
the membranes which enclofe the ever in this world. ‘ 
embryo. ;, Gov’s earth is {pacious.]. 

? He forgetteth that Being which Wherefore let him who cannot fafely 
he invoked before.}—Or, He forget- exercife his reli ion where he was 
tcth the evil which “he before prayed born or refides, iy to a place of Ji. 
again, berty and fecurity (1). 





(1) Al Beipawn 
meafure, 
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meafure., Say, I am commanded to worfhip Gon, 
and to exhibit the pure religion unto him: and I am 
commanded to be the firft Moflem*. Say, Verily I 
fear, if I be difobedient unto my Lorn, the punifh- 
ment of the great day. Say, I worfhip Gop, ex- 
hibiting my religion pure unto him: but do ye wor- 
fhip that which ye will, befides him. Say, Verily 
they will be the lofers, who fhall lofe their own fouls, 
and their families, on the day of refurreftion: is not 
this manifeft lofs ? Over them fhall be roofs of fire, 
and under them {hall be floors of fire. “With this doth 
Gop terrify his fervants : wherefore, O my fervants, 
fear me. ‘But thofe who efchew the worfhip of idols, ; 
and are turned unto Gop, fhall receivé good tidings. / 
Bear good tidings therefore unto my fervants, who 
hearken unto my word, and follow that which is moft 
excellent thercin : thefe are they whom Gop dire€teth, 
and thefe are men of underftanding. Him therefore 
on whom the fentence of eternal punifhment fhall be 
juily pronounced, canft thou, O MonaMMED, de- 
liver him who is deftined to dwell in the fire of hell ? 
But for thofe. who fear their Lorp will be prepared 
high apartments in paradife, over which fhall be other 
apartments built ; and rivers fhall run beneath them: 
this is the promife of Gop; and Gop will not be’ 
contrary to the promife. Doft thou not fee that Gop. 
fendeth down water from heaven, and caufeth the 
fame to enter and form fources in the earth ; and pro- 
duceth thereby corns of various forts? Afterwards 
he caufeth the fame to wither; and thou feeft it be- 
come ycllow : afterwards he maketh it crumble into 
duft. © Verily herein is an inftru@tion to men of un- 
derftanding. Shall he, therefore, whofe breait Gop 
hath enlarged to receive the religion of Istam, and 
who followeth the light from his Lorn, be as he 
whofe heart is hardened ? But woe unto thofe whofe 
hearts are hardened againft the remembrance of Gop ! 
they are ina manifeft error. Gop hath revealed a 


en ae np 4 te The the truereligion; or the leader in 
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moft excellent difcourfe ; a book conformable to it- 
felf, and’ containing repeated admonitions. ‘The {kins 
of thofe who fear their Lorn fhrink for fear thereat : 
afterwards their {kins grow foft, and their hearts alfo, 
at the remembrance of their Lorp. This is the di- 
reGion of Gop: he will dire@ thereby whom he 
pleafeth; and whomfoever Gop fhall caufe to err, 
he fhall have no dire@or. Shall he therefore who 
thall be obliged to fereen himfeif with his facet from 
the feverity of the punifhment on the day of refurrec- 
tion, be as he who is fecure therefrom?” And it thall 
be faid unto the ungodly, Tafte that which ye have 
deferved. Thofe who were before them, accufed 
their apoftles of impofture ; wherefore a punifhment 
came upon them from whence they expeéted it not: 
and Gop caufed them to tafte fhame in this prefent 
life; but the punifhment of the life to come will 
certainly be greater. If they were men of under- 
ftanding, they would know this, Now have we pro- 
pofed unto mankind, in this Koran, every kind of 
Iparable ; that they may be warned: an Arabic Ko- 
than, wherein there is no crookednefs*; that they 
may fear GOD. Gop Propoundeth as a parable a 
jan who hath feveral companions which are at mu- 
jtual variance, and a man who committeth himfelf 
wholly to one perfon™; fhall thefe be held in equal 
comparifon? Gono forbid! But the greater part of 
them do not underftand. Verily thou, O Monam- 
MED, fhalt die, and they alfo fhall dic: and ye fhall 
debate the matter * with one another before your 


* Who fhall {creen himfelf with mailers; and the fatisfaQion of mind 
his face, &e.|—For his hands fhall which attends the worthipper of the 
be chained to his neck, and he fhall only true Gon (2 . 
not be able to oppole any thing but * Ye fhall debate the matter, &e.} 
his face to the fire (1), ~For the prophet will teprefent his 

» Wherein there is no crooked- endeavours to reclaim them from 
nefs.J—i. e. No contradiétion, de idolatry, and their obftingcy: and 
fe&, or doubt. they will make frivolous excufes ; 

» Gop propoundeth as a parable, as that they obeyed their chiefs, and 
&e. This pallage reprefents the kept to the religion of their fathers, 
uncertainty of the idolater, who is &e. (3). 
éilhaQed in the fervice of different 


(1) Idem. (2) Idem. (3) Idem. 
Lorn, 
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Lorp, at the day of refurreGion. * Who is more XXIV. 
unjuft than he who uttereth a lie concerning Gop, 
and denieth the truth, when it cometh unto him? Is 
there not a dwelling provided in hell for the unbe- 
lievers? But he who bringeth the truth, and giveth 
credit thereto ', thefe are they who fear GOD ; they 
fhall obtain whatever they {hall defire, in the fight of 
their Lorn: this fhall be the secompente of the righ- 
teous: that Gop may expiate from them the very 
wort of that which they have wrought, and may 
render them their reward according to the utmoft 
merit of the good which they have wrought. Is not 
Gona fufficient proteftor of his fervant? yet they 
will attempt to make thee afraid of the falfe deities 
which they worfhip befides Gop*% But he whom 
Gop {hall caufe to err, fhall have none to dircé&t him : 
and he whom Gop fhall direét, fhall have none to 
miflead him. Is not Gov moft mighty, able to 
avenge? If thou afk them who hath created the 
heavens and the earth, they will furely anfwer, Goo. 
Say, Do ye think therefore that the deities which ye 
invoke befides Gop, if Gon be pleafed to affli@& me, 
are able to relieve me from his affli€tion ; or if he be 
pleafed to fhew mercy unto me, that they are able tq 


y He who bringeth the truth, and fent by Mohammed to demolifh the 
iveth credit thereto. J—i. c. Mo- idol al Uzza, was advifed by the 
Fammed ‘and his followers: fome keeper of her temple to take Heed 
fuppofe that by the latter words Abu what he did, becaufe the goddefs 
Becr is particularly intended, be- was able to avenge herfelf fevereby = 
caufe he afferted the prophet’s ve- but he was fo little moved at the 
sacity in refpeét to his journey to man’s warnings that he immediately 
heaven. ftept up tothe idol, and broke her 

= They willattempt to make thee nole. To fupport the fatter ex- 
afraid of their falfe deities. )—The plication, they fay, that what hap- 
Koreifh ufed to tell Mohammed that fen! to Khafed is attributed to Mo- 
they feared their gods woulddo him hammed, bectufe the former was 
fone mifchief, and deprive him of then executing the pro het’s or- 
the ufe of his timbs, or of his rea- ders (1). A circumftance not 
fon, becaufe he fpoke difgracefully much different from the above- 
of them. It is thought by fome mentioned, is told of the demolitis 
that this paffage was verified in on of Allat(2}. 
Khaled Ebn al Walid ; who being 


(1) Idem. (2) V. Gacntan, Not, in Abv'lf. Vit. Mok. p. 127- 
with- 
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with-hold his mercy? Say, Gon is my fufficient fup. 
Port: in him let thofe put their truf, who feek in whom 
to confide. Say, O my people, do ye at according to 
your ftate ; verily I will a& according to mine: here- 
afier fhall ye know on which of us will be infli€ted a 
punifhmeni that thall cover him with fhame, and on 
whom a lafting punifhment fhall fall. Verily we 
have revealed unto theg the book of the Koran, for 
the inltruétion of mankind, with truth. Whofo thal) 
be dire&ted thereby, fhall be dire@ed to the advantage of 
his own foul; and whofo fhall err, thal] only err 
againtt the fame: and thou art not a guardian over 
them. Goo taketh unto himfelf the fouls of men at 
the time of their death ; and thofe which die not, he 
alfo taketh in their fleep*: and he with-holdeth thofe 
on which he hath pafled the decree of death > but 
fendeth back the others till a determined period *, 
Verily herein ave figns unto people who confider. 
Have the Korzisu taken idols for their interceffors 
with GOD? Say, What, although they have not 
dominion over any thing, neither do they under. 
fland ? Say, Interceflion is altogether in the difpofal 
of Gon*: his is the kingdom of heaven and earth 3 
and hereafter fhall ye return unto him. When the 
one fole Gop is mentioned, the hearts of thofe who 
believe not in the life to come, fhrink with horror: 
but when the falfe gods, which are worfhipped befides 
him, are mentioned, behold, they are filled with 
joy. Say, O Gop, the creator of heayen and earth, 
who knoweft that which is fecret, and that which is 
manifelt ; thou fhalt judge between thy fervants con. 


® And the fouls which dic not, he © But fendeth back the others, }— 
taketh in their fleep.J~That is, feem- viz, Into their bodies, when they 
ingly, and to outward appearance; awake (1), 
fleep being the image of death. : « Interceffion is altogether in the 
* He with-holdeth thofe on which difporl of Gop.}]—For none cao or 
he hath paffed the decree of death.] dare prefume to intercede with him, 
——Not permitting them to return unlels by his permiffion, 
again inte their bodies, 


(1) Ai Berpaw:, 
cerning 
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cerning that wherein they. difagree. 


KORAN. 


331 
If thofe who aé& 


unjuftly were mafters of whatever is in the earth, 
and as much more therewith, verily they would give 
it to ranfom themfélves from the evil of the punifh- 
ment, on the day of refurrettion = and there fhall ap- 


pear unto them, 


from Gon, terrors which they nevér 


imagined ; and there fhall appear unto them the evils 
of that which they fhall have gained ; and that which 


they mocked at fhall encompais them. 


befalleth 


When harm 


man, he calleth upon us; yet afterwards, 


when we have beftowed an him favour from us, he - 


faith, I have received it merely 
knowledge of my deferts*. 


becaufe of GOD’s 
On the contrary, it isa 


trial; but the greater part of them know it not. 


Thofe who were 


before them, faid the fame‘: but 


that which they had gained, profited them not ; and 


the evils which they 


they fhall have deferved § ; 
the divine vengeance. 


had deferved fell upon them. 
And whoever of thefe M 
unjuftly, on them likewife 
neither fhall they fruftrate 
Do they not know that Gop 
beftoweth provifion abundantly on 


EccANS fhall have a€ted 
fhall fall the evils which 


whom he pleafeth, 


and is {paring unto whom he pleafeth ? Verily herein 


are figns unto people who believe. 


yants who 


Say, O my fer- 


have tranfgreffed againft Ba own fouls, 
defpair not of the mercy of Gon: fe 
forgiveth all fins"; for he 


eing that Gop 
is gracious and merciful. 


And be turned unto your Lorp, and refign your- 


felves unto him, before tl 
overtake you; for then ye 


inftraftions which have been 


follow the moft excellent 


© Becaufe of Goo’s knowledge of 
my deferts.]—Or by means of my 
own wifdom. 

£ Thofe who were before them, 
faid the fame.]—As did Karan in 
particular (1). 

8 On them (hall fall the evils they 
have deferved. |—As it happened ac- 


(1) See chap. 28. p. 242+ 
chap. 2. p. 16. not. ‘. 


@) Al Barpawi. 


he threatened punifhment 


fhall not be helped. And 


cordingly : for they were punithed 
witha fore famine for feven years, 
and had the braveft of their warri- 
ors cutoff at the battle of Bedr (2). 

» Gop forgiveth all fins.]—To 
thofe who fincerely repent, and pro- 
fels his unity: for the fins of idola- 
ters will not be forgiven (3). 


(3) Seo 
fent 
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fent down unto you from your Lorp, before the pu- 
ifhment come fuddenly upon you, and ye perceive 
not the approach thereof; and 2 foul fay, Alas! for 
that I have been negligent in my duty to Gon; ve- 
rily I have been one of the {corners : or fay, If Gop 
had dire€led me, verily I had been one of the pious : 
or fay, when it feeth the prepared punifhment, If I 
could return once more into the world, I would be- 
come one of the righteous. But GOD thal] anfwer, 
My figns came unto thee heretofore, and thou didft 
charge them with falfchood, and walt puffed up with 
pride; and thou becamelt one of the unbelievers. 
On the day of refurre&ion thou fhalt fee the faces of 
thofe who have uttered lies concerning Gop, become 
black : is there fot an abode prepared in hell for the 
arrogant? But Gop fhall deliver thofe who fhall fear 
him, and fhall fet them in their place of fafety : evil 
fhall not touch them, neither fhall they be grieved, 
Gop is the creator of all. things, and he is the go- 
vernor of all things. His are the keys of heaven 
and earth : and they who believe not in the figns of 
Gop, they {hall perifh. Say, Do ye therefore bid 
me to worfhip other than Gon, O ye fools? fince it 
hath been fpoken by revelation unto thee, and alfo 
"unto the prophets who have been before thee, faying, 
Verily if thou join any partners with GOD,’ thy 
work will be altogether unprofitable, and thou thalt 
certainly be one of thofe who perith : wherefore rather 
fear Gon, and be one of thofe who give thanks, 
But they make nota due eftimation of Gopi: fince 
the whole carth fhall be but his handful, on the day 
of refurre&tion ; and the heavens fhall be rolled to- 
gether in his right-hand. Praife be unto him! and 
' far be he exalted above the idols which they affociate 
with him! The trumpet fhall be founded‘, and 


* See chap. 6. p. t71. not. '. will be no more than two blafts, 

* The trumpet fhall be founded.] (and two only are diftin&tly men. 
the firft_ ume, fays al Beidawi; tioned in the Koran,) though others 
‘eho confequently fyppofes there fuppofe there will be three {i}. 


42) See the Prelim, Dife. &@. IV. P. 109, 110. 
whoever 
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whoever are in heaven, and whoever are on earth ex. 
pire; except thofe whom Gop fhall pleafe to exempt 
from the common fate', Afterwards it fhall be founded 
again; and behold, they fhall arife and look up. 
And the earth fhall fhine by the light of its Lorn: 
and the book fhall be laid open™, and the prophets 
and the martyrs fhall be brought as witneffes; and 
judgment fhall be given between them with truth, 
and they fhall not be treated unjuftly.. And every 
foul fhall be fully rewarded, according to that which 
it fhall have wrought; for he. perfeétly knoweth 
whatever they do. And the unbelievers fhall. be 
driven unto bell by troops, until, when they fhall 
arrive at the. fame, ‘he gates thereof fhall be opened: 
and the keepers thereof" fhall fay tinto them, Did 
not apoftles from among you come unto you, who 
rehearfed unto you the figns “of your Lorn, and 
warned you of the meeting of this your day? They 
fhall anfwer, Yea: but the fentence of eternal pu- 
nifhment hath been juftly pronounced on the unbe- 
lievers*. It fhall be faid unto them, Enter ye the 
gates of hell, to dwell there for ever; and mifera- 
ble fhall be the abode of the proud! But thofe who 
fhall have feared their Lorn, fhall be conduéted by 


1 Except thofe whom Goo _fhall 

Neafe to exempt, &c.j]——Thele, 
Jome fay, will be the angels Gabriel, 
Michael, and Ifrafil, and the angel 
of death, who yee will afterwards all 
die, at the command of Gon (1); it 
being the conftant opinion of the 
Mohammedan doftors, that every 
foul, both of men, and of animals, 
which live either on Jand, or in the 
fea, and of the angels alfo, muft ne- 
ceflarily tafle of Seath (2}; others 
fuppole thofe who wil} bggeXcmpted 
are the angels who beat the throne 
of Gou (3); orthe black“eyed dam- 
fels, and other inhabitants of para- 
dife (4). 


{1) Al Berpawt, Yauva. 
p. 266. (3) Al Berpawr, 
the Prel, Difc. ubi fup. 


The {pace between thefe twoblafts 
of the trumpet will be forty days, 
according to Yahya and others; there 
are fome, however, who fuppofe it 
will be as many years (3). 

™ See the Prelim. Difc.efeat. IV? 
pe h15. ” 3 

® See chap. 74. and the Prelim. 
Dife. fe. IV. p. 121, 122, 

° The {entence of eternal punith- 
ment hath been jaftly pronounced on 
unbelievers. |-*See chap. 7. p. 188, 
chap. 11, ps 33, &c. It feems as if 
the ‘iamned, by thefe words, attri- 
buted their ruin to Gon’s decree of 
predeftination. 


{2) V. Pococx. not. in Port. Moks, 
(4) Jannaso’onry, (5) Sec- 


troops 
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troops towards paradife, until they fhall arrive at the 
fame: and the gates thereof fhall be ready fet open; 
and the guards thereof fhall fay unto them, Peace be 
on you! ye have been good: Wherefore enter ye into 
paradife, to remain therein for ever. And they fhall 
anfwer, Praife be unto Gop, who hath performed his 
promife unto us, and hath made us to inherit the 
earth *, that we may dwell in paradife wherever we. 
pleafe! How excellent is the reward of thofe who 
work righteoufnefs? . And thou fhalt fee the angels 
going in proceffion round the throne, celebrating the 
prailes of their Lorn: and Judgment fhall be given 
between them with truth; and they fhalt fay, Praife 
be unto Gon, the Lorp of all creatures ! 


® And hath made us toinherit the curity and abundance, which the 
earth.J—This is a metaphorical ex- _bleffed will enjoy in paradife, 
preflion, reprefenting the perfedt fe 


CHAP. XL. 


Intitled, The true Believer’; revealed at 
Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.' The revelation of this book is from the 

¢ mighty, the wife Gon: the forgiver of fin, 
and the accepter of repentance; fevere in punifhing ; 
long {uffering. There is no Gop but he: before 
him fhall be the general affembly at the laft-day. None 
difputeth againft the figns of Gop, except the un- 
believers: but let not their profperous dealing in the 
land‘ deceive thee with vain allurement. The peo- 
ple of Noau, and the confederatedt infidels which were 


* This title is taken from the paf- * See Pr. Dife. fe&. HI. p-78, &e. 
fage wherein mention is made of one * Their profperous dealing in the 
of Pharaoh’s family, who believed in land.j——By trading into Syria and _ 
Moles, Yaman. Sce chap. 3. P- 91. not. *, 


after 
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after them, accufed their refpeftive prophets of impof- 
ture before thefe ; and each nation hatched ill defigns 
againft their apoftle, that they might get him into 
‘their power; and they difputed with vain reafoning, 
that they might thereby invalidate the truth: where- 
fore 1 chaftifed them; and how fevere was. my pu- 
nifhment! Thus hath the fentence of thy Lorp juftly 
,palfed on the unbelievers ; that they fhall be the inha- 
bitants of hell-fire. The angels who bear the throne 
of GOD, and thofe who fland about it‘, celebrate 
the praife of their Lorn, and believe in him; and 
they afk pardon for the true believers, faying, O 
Lorp, thou encompaffeft. all things by thy mercy 
and knowledge; wherefore forgive thofe who repent, 
and follow thy path, and deliver them from the pains 
of hell: O Loxp, lead them alfo into the gardens of 
eternal abode, which thou haft promifed unto then, 
and unto every one who fhall do right, of their 
thers, and their wives, and their children; for thou 
art the mighty, the wife GOD. And deliver them 
from evil; for whomfoever thou fhalt deliver from 
evil on that day, on him wilt thou fhew mercy; and 
this will be great falvation. But the infidels, at the 
day of judgment, fhall hear a voice crying unto them, 
Verily the hatred of Gop towards you is more griev- 
ous than your hatred towards yourfelves: fince ye 
were called unto the faith, and would not believe, 
They fhall fay, O Loxp, thou haft given us death 
twice, and thou haft twice given us life’; and we 


© The angels who bear the throne, 
and ftand about it.}—Thefe are the 
Cherubim, the highelt order of an- 
gels, who approach nearcit to Goo’s 
prefence (a). . 

» Thou haft given us death twice, 
and haft twice given us life. |-Having 
firft created us ina ftate of death, or 
void of life and fenfation, and then 
given life to the inanimate body (2); 


(1) Al Berpawr. 
Dil. {e@. LV. p. 190, &c, 


2) See chap. 2. p. 6. 
‘ Giai Bs 


and afterwards caufed us to die a na- 
tural death, and raifed us again at the 
refurreGtion. Some underftand the 
firft death to be a natural death, and 
the fecond that*tn the fepulchre, after 
the body fhail have been there raifed 
to life.in order to be examined (3); 
and confequently fuppofe the two 
revivals to be thofe of the fepulchre 
and the refurre¢tion (4). 


(3) See the Prelim. 


Fipawt, JALLAL. 


confefs 
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confefs our fins: is there therefore no way to get 
forth from this fire? And it fhall be anfwered them, 
This hath befallen you, for that when one Gop was 
preached unto you, ye believed not; but if a plu- 
jrality of gods had been affociated with him, ye had 
believed: and judgment belongeth unto the high, the 
greatGop. Itis he who fheweth you his figns, and 
fendeth down food unto you from heaven: but none. 
will be admonifhed, except he who turneth himfelf 
unto GOD. Call therefore unto Gop, exhibiting 
your religion pure unto him, although the infidels be 
averfe thereto. He is the Being of exalted degree, the 
poileffor of the throne; who fendeth down the fpirit, 
at his command, on fuch of his fervants as he plealeth; 
that he may warn mankind of the day of meéeting™, 
the day whereon they fhall come forth out of their 
graves, and nothing of what concérneth them fhall be 
hidden from Gov. Unto whom will the kingdom 
belong, on that day? Unto the only, the almighty 
Gop. On that: day fhall every foul e rewarded ac- . 
cording to its merits: there fhall be no injuftice done 
on that day. Verily Gop will be {wift in taking an 
account. Wherefore warn them, O prophet, of the 
day which fhall fuddenly approach; when men’s hearts 
fhall come up to their throats, and ftrangle them. The 
ungodly fhall have no friend or interceflor who fhall 
be heard. Gop will know the deceitful eye, and 
that which their breafts conceal; and Gop will Judge 
with truth: but the falfe gods which they invoke, be- 
fides him, fhall not judge at all; for Gop is he who 
heareth and feeth. Have they not gone through the 
earth, and feen what hath been the end of thofe who 
were before them? They were more mighty. than 
thefe in ftrength, and left more confiderable footfteps 


~ The day of mecting.}—When pers, the oppreffor and the opprefied, 
the Creator and his creatures (a), the the labourer and his works, 
inhabitants of heaven and of earth, meet each other (2), 
the falfe deities and their worthip- ‘ 


(2) See chap. 6 p. 61, {2) Al Berpaws, Jarra. 


of 
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of their power in the earth: yet Gop chaftifed them 
for their fins, and there was none to proteét them from 
Gop. This they fuffered, becaufe their apoftles had 
come unto them with evident figns,and they difbelieved : 
wherefore Gop chaftifed them; for he is ftrong, and 
fevere in punifhing. We heretofore fent Moses with 
our figns and manifeft power, unto Puaraon, and 
Haman,and Karun; and they faid, He is a forcerer, 
anda liar, And when he came unto them with the 
truth from us, they faid, Slay the fons of thofe who 
have believed with him, and fave their daughters alive*: 
but the ftratagem of the infidels was no other than vain. 
And Paaraou faid, Let me alone, that I may kill 
Moses’; and let him call upon his Lorn: verily I 
fear left he change your religion, or caufe violence to 
appear in the earth’, And Moses faid unto his peo- 
ple, Verily I have recourfe unto my Lorn, and your 
Lorn, to defend me again{t every proud perfon, who 
believeth not in the day of account. Andaman who 
was a true believer, of the family of Puaraon*, and 
concealed his faith, faid, Will ye put a man to death, 
becaufe he faith, Gop is my Lorn; feeing he is 
come unto you with evident figns from your Lorn ?. 
If he be a liar, on him will the punifhment of his falfe- 
hood light; but if he fpeaketh the truth, fome of 
thofe judgments with which he threateneth you, will 
fall upon you: verily Gop direéteth not him who is 
a tranfgreffor, or a liar. O my people, the king- 
dom is yours this day; and ye are con{picuous in the 
earth: but who fhall defend us from the fcourge of 


* Slay their fons, and fave their him by dint of argument (1).* 
daughters alive.|—i. ec. Parfue the * Or caufe violence to appearin 
refolution which bas been formerly the earth.]By raifing of commo- 
taken, and execute it more firifily _ tions and feditions, in order to intro+ 
for che future. See chap. 7, p. 208, 





not. P. 

y Let me alone, that I may kill 
Moszs.]—For they advifed him not 
to put Mofesto death, left it fhould 
be thought he was not able to oppofe 


41) AIB 


ducg his new religion. 

* A tue believer of the family of 
Pharaoh, &c.1——This feems to be 
the fame perfon who is mentioned, 
chap. 28. p, 235, 


RIDAWI. 
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Gop, if it come unto us >? Puaraoun faid, I only 
propofe to you what I think to be moft expedient : and 
I guide you only into the right path. And he who 
had believed, faid, O my people, verily I fear for 
you a day like that of the confederates againft the 
prophets in former times 3 a Condition like that of the 
people of Noau, and the tribes of Ap and Tuamun, 
and of thofe who have liyed after them: for Gon 
willeth not that any injufticé be done unto his fervants, 
O my people, verily I fear for you the day whereon 
men fhall call unto one another‘; the day wheieon 
ye fhall be turned back from the tribunal, and driven 
to hell: then fhall ye have none to proteét you againft 
Gop, And he whom Gop hall caufe to err, fhalk 
have no direftor. Josrrn came unto you, before 
Moses, with evident figns; but ye ceafed not to 
doubt of the religion which “he preached unto you, 
until, when he died, ye faid, Gop will by no means 
fend another apottle’ after him. Thus doth Gop 
caufe him to err, who is a tranfgreffor, and a {ceptic. 
They who difpute againft the figns of Gon, without 
any authority which hath come unto them, are in 
great abomination with Gop, and with thofe who 
believe. Thus doth Gon feal up every proud and 
ftubborn heart. And Puaraon faid, O Haman, 
build me a tower, that I may reach the tra@ts, the 
traéts of heaven, and may view the Gop of Mosss¢; 
for I verily think him ‘to bea liar. And thus the 
evil of his work was prepared for Puaraon, and he 
turned afide from the right path: and the ftratagems 
of Piraraon ended only in a lof. And he who had 
believed, faid, O my people, follow me: I will guide 
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* See the fpeech of Gamuliel to 
the Jewifh Sanhed im, when the apof. 
tles were brow, before them Gp. 

© The cay whereon men {hall call 
unto one another. ji. e. The day of 
Judgment; when ‘the iuhabitants of 


(1) A&s y. 38, 39. 


paradife, and of hell, fhall enter into 
mutual difcourfe: when the latter 
Shall call for help; and the feducers 
and feduced, fhail caft the blame up- 
on each other (2). 

* See chap. 28, p. 238. 


{2} Al Beioaws, Jauearo’ppin- 
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you into the right way. O my people, verily this 
prefent life is but a temporary enjoyment; but the 
life to come is the manfion of firm continuance, 
Whoever worketh evil, fhall only be rewarded in 
equal proportion to the fame: but whoever worketh 
good, whether male or female, and is a true believer, 
they fhall enter paradife; they fhall be provided for 
therein fuperabundantly. And, Q my people, as 
for me, I invite you to falvation; but ye invite me 
to hell-fire: ye invite me to deny God, and to affo- 
ciate with him that whereof I have.no knowledge ; 
but I invite you to the moft mighty, the forgiver of 
fins. There is no doubt but that the falfe gods to 
which ye invite me, deferve not to be invoked, ei- 
ther in this world or in the next; and that we muft 
return unto Gop; and that the tranfgreffors fhall be 
the inhabitants of hell-fire: and ye fhall then remem- 
ber what I now fay unto you. And I commit my 
affair unto Gop: for Goo regardeth his fervants. 
Wherefore Gon delivered him from the evils which 
they had devifed; and a grievous punifhment en- 
compaffed the people of Puaraou’. They fhall be 
expofed to the fire of hell morning and evening’: 
and the day whereon the hour of judgment fhall come, 
it fhall be faid unto them, Enter, O people of Pu ar aon, 
into a moft fevere torment. And think on the time 
when the infidels fhall.difpute together in_hell-fire ; 
and the weak fhall fay unto thofe who behaved with 


* A grievous punifhment encom- 
paffed the people of Pharaoh. |-Some 
are of opinion, that thofe who were 
fent by Pharoah to feize the true be~ 
liever, his kinfman, are the perfons 
more particularly meant in_ this 

face: for they tell us, that the faid 
Paliever fled to a mountain, where 
they found him at prayers, guarded 
by the wild beafts, which ranged 
themfelves in order about him; and 
that his purfuers thereupon returned 
in a great fright to their mafter, who 


(1) Al Beipawr. 


Ye 


ut them to death for not performing 
Tis command (1). 

* They fhall be expofed to hell- 
fire morning and evening. ]—Some 
expound thefa words of the previous 

unifhment they are doomed to fuf- 

er, according to a tradition of Ebn 
Mafiid; which informs vs, that their 
fouls are in the crops of black birds, 
which are expofed to bell-fire every 
morning and evening until the day of 
judgment (2). 


(2) Idem, 
arrogance, 
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arrogance®, Verily we were your followers: will ye, 
therefore, relieve us from any part of this fire? Thofe 
who behaved with arrogance fhall anfwer, Verily we 
are all doomed to fuffer therein: for Gon hath now 
judged between his fervants. And they who fhall be 
in the fire, thall fay unto the keepers of hell*, Call 
ye on your Lorn, that he would eafe us, for one 
day, from this punifhment. They fhall anfwer, Did 
not your apoftles come unto you with evident proofs ? 
They fhall fay, Yea. The keepers fhall reply, Do ye 
therefore call on GOD: but the calling of the unbe- 
licvers on him fhall be only in vain. ‘We will furely 
alfift our apoftles, and thofe who believe, in- this 
prefent life, and on the day whereon the witneffes 
thall {tand forth: a day, whereon the excufe of the 
unbelievers fhall not avail them; but a curfe fhall 
attend them, and a wretched abode. We heretofore 
gave unto Moses a direétion: and we left as an in- 
heritance unto the children of Israzx, the book of 
the law; a dire€lion, and an admonition to men of 
underflanding. Wherefore do thou, O prophet, bear 
the inflts of the infidels with patience; for the pro- 
mife of Gop is true: and afk pardon for thy fault’; 
and celebrate the praife of thy Lorn, in the evening 
and in the morning. As to thofe who impugn the 
figns of Gop, without any convincing proof which 
hath been revealed unto them, there is nothing but 
pride in their breafts*; but they fhall not attain 
their defire: wherefore fly for refuge unto Gop; for 
it is he who heareth and feeth. Verily the creation 
of heaven and earth is more confiderable than the 
creation of man: but the greater part of men do not 


Crap. 40 


® See chap. 14. p. 64. not. *. 

» See chap. 74. : 

+ Afk pardon for thy faule.J—In 
being too backward and negligent in 
advancing the true religion, tor fear 
of the infidels (1). 

* As to thofe who impugn the 


may be underflood generally ; though 
it was revealed on account of the 
idolatrous Meccans, or of the Jews, 
who faid of Mohammed, This man 
is not our lord, but the Meffias the 
fon of David, whofe kingdom will 


figns of Gon, &c.]—This fentence 
(1) Idem. 


be extended over fea and land (2), _ 


(2) Idem, 
underftand, 
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underftand. The blind and the fecing fhall not be 
held equal; nor they who believe and work righte- ~ 
oufnels, and the evil-doer: how few revolve thefe 
things in their mind! The laft-hour will furely come ; 
there is no doubt thereof: but the greater part of 
men believe it not. Your Lorp faith, Call upon 
me ; and I will hear you: but they who proudly dif- 
dain my fervice, fhall enter with ignominy into hell. 
It is Gop who hath appointed the night for you to 
take your reft therein, and the day to give you light: 
verily Gop is endued with beneficence towards man- 
kind; but the greater part of-’men do not give 
thanks. This is Gop, your Lorp ; the Creator of 
all things: there is no Gop befides him: how there- 
fore are ye turned afide from his worfhip? Thus are 
they turned afide, who oppofe the figns of Gop. It 
is Gop who hath given you the earth for a ftable 
floor, and the heaven for a cieling: and who hath 
formed you, and made your forms beautiful ; and, 
feedeth you with good things. This is Gop, your 
Lorp. Wherefore bleffed be Gop, the Lorp of 
all creatures! He is the living Gon: there is no Gop 
but he. Wherefore call upon him, exhibiting unto 
him the pure religion. Praife be unto Gop, the 
Lorp of all creatures! Say, Verily I am forbidden 
to worthip the deitics which ye invoke, befides Gov, 
after that evident proofs have come unto me from 
my Loxp: and I am commanded to refign myfelf 
unto the Lorn of all creatures. It is he who firft 
created you of duft, and afterwards of feed, and af- 
terwards of coagulated blood ; and afterwards brought 
you forth infants out of your mothers wombs: then he’ 
permitteth you to attain your age of full ftrength, and 
afterwards to grow old men, (but fome of you die 
before that age) and to arrive” at the determined pe- 
riod of your life'; that peradventure ye may under- 
ftand. It is he who giveth life, and caufeth to die: * 
and when he decreeth a thing, he only faith unto it, 


1 See chap. 22. p. 267. 


¥3 Be, 
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Be, andit is. Doft thou not obferve thofe who dif. 
pute spank the figns of Gop, how they are turned 
afide from the true faith? They who charge with 
falfehood the book of the Koran, and the other {crip- 
tures and revealed doftrines which we fent our former 
apottles to preach, fhall hereafter know their folly ; 
when the collars fhall be on their necks, and. the 
chains by which they fhall be dragged into hell: then 
fhall they be burned in the fire. And jt fhall be 
faid unto them, Where are the gods which ye affo- 
ciated, befides Gop? T hey fhall anfwer, They have 
withdrawn themfelves from us: yea, we called on 
nothing ™ heretofore. Thus doth Gop lead the un- 
believers into error. This hath befallen you, for that 
ye rejoiced infolently on earth, in that which was 
falle ; and for that ye were elated with immoderate 
joy. Enter ye the gates of hell, to-remain therein 
for ever: and wretched fhall be the abode of the 
haughty! Wherefore perfevere with patience, O 
Mouammen ; for the promife of Gon is true. Whe- 
ther we caufe thee to fee any part of the punifhment 
with which we have threatened them, or whether we 
caule thee to die before thou fee it; before us fhall 
they be affembled at the Jaft-day. We have fent a 
great number of apoftles before thee"; the hiftories of 
fome of whom we have related unto thee, and the 
hiftorics of others of them we have not related unto 
thee: but no apoftle had the power to produce a 
fign, unlefs by the permiffion of Gop. When the 
command of Gon, therefore, fhall come, judgment 
fhall be given with truth; and then fhall they perifh 
who endeavour to render the figns of GOD of no ef. 
fe&t, It is Gop who hath given you the cattle, that 
ye may ride on fome of them, and may eat of others 
of them; (ye alfo receive other advantages _there- 


* We called on nothing.J~Secing _™ See the Prelim. Dife. felt. IV. 
P+ 99. 


eu tdol isnothing in the world Q). 


(1) Idem, 
from) 
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from°) and that on them ye ey arrive at the bufi- 
nefs propofed in your mind: and on them are ye car- 
ried by land, and on fhips by fea. And he fheweth 
you his figns ; which therefore, of the figns of Gon, 
will ye deny ? Do they not pafs through the earth, 
and fee what hath been the end of thafe who were 
before them? They were more numerous than thefe, 
' and more mighty in ftrength, and left more confider- 
ablc monuments of their power in the earth: yet that 
which they had acquired, profited them not: And 
when their apoftles came unto them with evident 
proofs of their miffion, they rejoiced in the knowledge 
which was with them *: but that which they mocked 
at, encompaffed them. And when they beheld our 
vengeance, they faid, We believe in Gop alone, and; 
we renounce the idols which we affociated with him: 
but their faith availed them not, after they had be- 
holden our vengeance. This was the ordinance of 
Gop, which was formerly obferved in refpe& to his 
fervants : and then did the unbelievers perifh. 


* See chap. 16. p. 76. judiced in favour of their own er- 
® They rejoiced in the knowledge ‘roneous doftrines, and defpifing the 
which was with them. ]-Being pre- inflru€tions of the prophets. 


CHAP. XLL 


Intitled, Are diftinétly explained’; revealed at 
Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.' This is a revelation from the moft Mer- 
e ciful: a book the verfes whereof are diftin&- 
ly explained*, an Arabic Koxan, for the inftru@tion 


4 Some intitle this chapter Wor- which we have here prefixed is, 
fhip, or Adoration, becaufe the in- for diftin&tion, generally ufed. 
fidels are here commanded to for- * See the Prelim. Difc. fe@. IL 
fake the worfhip of idols, and to p. 78, &c. 
worfhip Goo: but the ged chap- * Sce chap. 22. p. 15. not. 4, 
ter bearing the fame title, that 


Y4 of 
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and denouncing threats : 
turn afide, and hearken 


KORAN. 
of people who underftand ; 


Cuar. 41, 
bearing good tidings, 


but the greater part of them 
not thereto. 


And they fay, 


Our hearts are veiled from the do&trine to which thou 
inviteft us; and there is a deafnefs in our ears, and 


a curtain between us and thee: 


as thou fhalt think fit ; 


you. 


wherefore. a& thou, 


for we fhall aé& according to our 
own fentiments, Say, Verily 
It is revealed’ unto me 
Gon: wherefore dircé your 
and afk pardon of him for what 
to the idolaters; who give 


Iam only a man like 
that your Gop is one 
way. {trait unto him; 
is paft. And woe be 
not the appointed alms, 


and believe not in the life to come! But as to thofe 
who belicve, and work righteoufhefs ; they fhall re- 


ceive an everlafting 


reward. Say, Do ye indeed dif 


believe in him who created the ‘earth in two days; 
and do ye fet up equals unto him? He is the Lorp 


of all creatures, 
tains firmly rooted’. 


And _ he placed in the earth moun- 
tifing above the fame: and he 


bleffed it's and provided therein the food of the crea- 


tures, defigned to be 


days"; equaily, for thofe 


the inhabitants thereof, in four 


who afk*. Then he fet 


his mind to the creation of heaven; and it was fmoker: 


and he faid unto it, 
obediently, 


‘ In two days.J—viz, The two 
Ark ove ot we werk (x). 

° See chap. 16, p. 77. 

* Ta fonr da P ® that is, n= 
uding ibe ovo former days where. 
ta the earth was created. 

* Equally, for thole who alk.J— 
ig. For all, in Proportion to the 
néceflity of each, and 2s their feve- 
tal appetites “require, Some refer 
the word fawaan, here tranfl#ed 
equally, and which alfo fig nifies 
completely, to the four days ; and 
fuppofe the meaning to be, that 








(1) Jacvano’onin, 


and to the earth, Come, either 
or againit your will. 
We come obedient to thy command, 


They anfwered, 
And he formed 


Gon created thefe things in juft fo 
many entire and complete days (2). 

y te was fmoke.]—Or darknefs. 
Al Zamakhthari fays, this fmoke 
proceeded from the waters under 
the throne of Gon, (which throne 
was one of the things created hee 
fore the heavens and the earth,) 
and rofe above the water ; that the 
water being dried up, the earth was 
formed out of jt, and the heavens 
out of the fmoke which had mount- 
ed aloft. 


(2; Idem, Al Berpawr. 


them 
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them into feven heavens, in two days7; and reveal- 
ed unto every heaven its office. And we adorned the 
lower heaven with lights, and placed therein a guard 
"of angels. This is the difpofition of the mighty, 
the wife GOD. If the Meccans withdraw from 
- thefe inftru€tions, fay, I denounce unto you a fudden 
deftru@tion, like the deftru€tion of Ap and Tuamup. 
* When the apoftles came unto them before them and 
behind them?, faying, Worlhip Gop alone; they 
anfwered, If our Loxp had been pleafed to fend mel- 
fengers, he had furely fent angels; and we believe 
not the meffage with which ye are fent. As to the 
tribe of Av, they behaved infolently in the earth, 
without reafon, and faid, Who is more mighty than 
we in ftrength ? Did they not fee that Gop, who had 
created them, was more mighty than they in ftrength ? 
And they knowingly reje€ted our figns. Wherefore 
we fent againft them a picrcing wind, on days of ill 
luck, that we might make them tafte the punifh- | 
‘ment of fhame in this world: but the punifhment of 
the life to come will be more fhameful; and they 
thall not be proteéted therefrom. And as to Tia- 
mubD, we dire€ted them; but they loved blindnefs 
better than the true dire€tion: wherefore the terrible 
noife of an ignominious punifhment affailed them, 
for that which they had deferved; but we delivered 
thofe who believed, and feared Gop’, And warn 
them of the day, on which the enemies of Gop hall 


be gathered together unto 


> In two days. ]-—viz. On the fifth 
and fixth days of the week, Iris 
faid the heavens were created on 
Thurfday, and the fun, moon, and 
flats on Friday; in the evening .of 
which laft day Adam was made ft). 

+ See chap. 15. p. 70. 

* Before them and behind them.} 
—That is, on every fide; perfuading 
and urging them continually, and 
by arguments drawn from paft ex- 


hell-fire, and fhall march 


amples, and the expeftation of fu- 
ture rewards or punifhments. 

© On days of ill luck. J—It is faid 
that this wind*continued from Wed- 
nefday to Wednefday inclufive, be- 
ing the latter end of the month Sha- 
wal; and that a Wednefday is the 
day whereon Gop fends down his 
jadgments ona wicked people (2). 

* See chap. 7. p. 198, &c. 
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in diftin& bands; until, when they fhall arrive there. 
at, their ears, and their eyes, and their {kins fhall 
bear witnefs againft them of that which they hall 
have wrought. And they fhall fay unto their fkins, 
Wherefore do ye bear witnefs againft us? They fhall 
anfwer, Goo hath caufed us to {peak, who givetly 
Speech unto all things: he created you the firft time ; 
and unto him are ye returned. "Ye did not hide 
yourlelves, while ye finned, fo that your ears, and your 
eyes, and your fkins, could not bear witnefs againit 
yous: but ye thought that Gop was ignorant of 
many things which ye did. ‘This was your opinion, 
which ye imagined ‘of your Lorn; it hath ruined 
you; and ye are become loft people. Whether they 
bear their torment, hell-fire fhall be their abode ; or 
whether they beg for favour, they fhall not obtain 
favour. And we will give them the devils to be their 
companions ; for they dreffed u . for them the falfe 
notions which they entertained of this prefent world, 
and of that which is to come; and the fentence juftly 
fitteth them, which was formerly pronounced on the 
nations of genii and men who were before them ; 
for they perifhed. The unbelievers fay, Hearken 
not unto this Koran : but ufe vain difcourfe * during 
the reading thereof; that ye may overcome the voice 
of the reader by your feoffs and laughter. Wherefore 
we will furely ‘caufe the unbelievers to tafte a griey- 
ous punifhment, and we will certainly reward them 
for the evils which they fhall have wrought, This 
fhall be the reward of the enemies of Gop, namely, 
hell-fire; therein is Prepared for them an everlafting 
abode, as a reward for that they have wittingly re- 
jeGled our figns.- And the infidels fhall fay in hell, 
O Lorn, fhew us the two who feduced us, of the 


* Ye did not hide yourfelves fo your very members, from which ye 
that your ears, and your eyes, and could not hide them, would rife up 
your {kins could not bear witnefs as witneffes againft you. 
againft vou, ]—— i. e. Ye hid your * Ufe vain difcourfe.J—Or, Talk 
eximes from men, little thinking that aloud, 


genii 
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genii and men’%, and we will caft them under our 
feet, that they may become moft bafe and defpicable. 
As for thofe who fay, Our Lory is Gop, and wha 
behave uprightly;. the, angels fhall deftend unto 
them*, and fhall fay, Fear not, neither be ye gricved; 
but rejoice in the hopes of paradife, which ye have 
been promifed. We are your friends in this life, and 
in that which is to come: therein fhall ye have that 
which your fouls fhall defire, and therein thali ye 
obtain whatever ye fhali afk for; asa gift from a 
gracious and merciful GOD. Who fpeaketh bewer 
than he who invitcth unto Gon, and worketh righte- 
oufnefs, and faith, I am a Moflem? Good and evil 
fhal! not be held equal. Turn away evil with that 
which is better; and behold, the man between whom 
and thyfelf there was enmity, fhall become, as it were, 
thy warmeft friend: but none fhall attain to this per- 
fection, except they who are patient; nor fhall any 
attain thereto, except he who is endued with a great 
happinefs of temper. And if a malicious fuggeftion 
be offered unto thee from Satan, have recourfe un- 
to Gon; for it is he who-heareth and knoweth. 
Among the figns of his power are the night, and 
the day,. and the fun, and the moon. Wor- 
fhip not the fun, neither the moon: but worfhip 
Gop, who hath created them ; if ye ferve him. But 
if they proudly difdain his fervice; verily the angels, 
who are with thy Loxop, praife him night and day, 
and are not wearied. And among his figns another 
is, that thou feeft the land wafte: but when we fend 
down rain thereon, it is ftirred and fermenteth. And 
he who quickeneth the earth, will furely quicken the 

£ The two who feduced us, of the 


geniiand men.J—i. e. Thofe of ei- 
ther fpecies, who drew us into fin 


them. ]—Either while they are living 
onearth, to difpofe their minds to 
goods to preferve them from temp- 


and ruin. Some fuppofe that the 
two more particularly intended here, 
are Eblis and Cain; the two authors 
ef infidelity and murder (1), 

» The angels fhall defcend unto 


(1) Idem, Jatnaro'opin. 


tations, and to comfort them; or 
at the hour of death, to fupport 
them in their laft agony; or at 
their coming forth from their graves, 
at the refurreion (2). 


(2) Idem. 
dead; 


XXV. 
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dead; for he is almighty. Verily thofe who impi- 
oufly wrong our figns, are not concealed from us. 
Is he, therefore, better, who fhall be ‘caft into hell- 
fire, or he who fhall appear fecure on the day of re- ° 
furrettion ? Work that which ye will: he certainly 
beholdeth whatever ye do. Verily they who believe 
not in the admonition of the Koran, after it hath 
come unto them, fhall one day be difcovered. It is 
certainly a book of infinite value : vanity fhall not 
approach it, either from before it, or from behind 
it': it isa revelation from a wife GOD, whofe praife 
is juftly to be celebrated. . No other is faid unto thee 
by the infidels of Mecca, than what hath been for- 
mcerly faid unto the apoftles before thee : verily thy 
Lorp is inclined to forgivenefs, and is alfo able to 
challife feverely. If we had revealed.the Koran in 
a foreign language *, they had furely faid, Unlefs 
the figns thereof be diftingtly explained, we will not 
receive the fame: is the book written in a foreign 
tongue, and the perfon unto whom it is direfted, an 
Arabian ? Anfwer, It is, unto thofe who believe, a 
fure guide, and a remedy for doubt and uncertainty : 
but unto thofe who believe not, it is a thicknefs of 
hearing in their ears, and it is a darknefs which co- 
vereth them; thefe are they who are called unto 
from a diftant place. We heretofore gave the book 
of the law unto Moses; anda difpute arofe concern- 
ing the fame: and if a previous decree had not pro- 
ceeded from thy Lozp, to refpite the oppolers of that 
revelation, verily the matter had been decided between 
them, by the deftruétion of the infidels 3 for they were 
ina very great doubt as to the fame. He who doth 
tight, doth it to the advantage of his own foul 3 and 
he who doth evil, doth it againft the fame: for thy 
Loxp is not unjuft towards his fervants, * Unto 


* Vanity fhall not approach it, * See chap. 16. p. 89, &c. 
either from before it, or from bee ' Thefe are they i are called 
hind it.]—That is, It thal not be unto froma diftant place.}-Being fo 
prevailed againft, or fraftrated by far off that they hear not, or under- 
E ‘aus, Or in any refpett what- Hand not the voice of him who calls 

to them, 





him 
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him is referved the knowledge of the hour of judg- 
ment: and no fruit cometh forth from the knops which 
involve it; neither doth any female conceive in her 
womb, nor is fhe delivered of her burden, but with his 
knowledge. On the day whereon he fhall call them 
to him, faying, Where are my companions which ye 
afcribed unto me? they fhall anfwer, We affure thee 
there is no witnefs of this matter among us”: and the 
idols which they called on before, fhall withdraw them- 
felves from them; and they fhall perceive that there 
will be no way to efcape. Man is not wearied with 
afking good; but if evil befal him, he defpondeth, 
and defpaireth. And if we caufe him to tafle mercy 
from us, after affli€tion hath touched him, he furely 
faith, This is due to me on account of my deferts: I 
do not think the hour of judgment will cver come; 
and if I be brought before my Lorp, I fhall furely at- 
tain, with him, the moft excellent condition. But we 
will then declare unto thofe who fhall not have be- 
lieved, that which they have wrought; and we will 
furely caufe them to tafte a moft fevere punifhment. 
When we confer favours on man, he turneth afide, 
and departeth without returning thanks: but when evil 
toucheth him, he is frequent at prayer. Say, What 
think ye? ifthe Koran be from Gon, and ye believe 
not thercin; who will lie under a greater error, than 
he who diffenteth widely therefrom? Hereafter we 
will thew them our figns in the regions of the earth, 
and in themfelves"; until it become manifeft unto them 
that this book is the truth. Is it not fufficient for thee 
that thy Lorn is witnefs of all things? Are they not 
in a doubt as to the meeting of their Lorp at the re- 
furreGion? Doth not he encompaff all things? 


. 
™ They fhall anfwer, There is no the regions of the earth, and in them- 


witnels of this matter among us.J— elves. ]—By the_furprifing vidtories 
For they fhall difclaim their idols at and con uefts of Mohammed, and 
the refurreétion. his faccellors (1). 


* We will fhew them our figns in 
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“CHAP, XLIL 


Intitled, Confultation®; revealed at Mecca’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ET M. A.S.K.1* Thus doth the mighty, the 
e wife Gop reveal his will unto thee; and in 
like manner did he reveal it unto the prophets who 
Lefore thee. Unto him belongeth whatever is in 
heaven, and in earth; and he is the high, the great 
GOD. It wanteth little but that the heavens be rent 
in funder from above, at the awfulnefs of his Majefty : 
the angels celebrate the praife of their Lorn, and afk 
Pacdon for thofe who dwell in the earth. Is not Gop 
the forgiver of fins, the merciful? But as to thofe 
who take other gods for their patrons, befides him, 
Gop obferveth their ations: for thou art not a ftew- 
ard over them. Thus have we revealed unto thee an 
Arabic Koran, that thou mayeft warm: the metro- 
polis of Mzcca, and the Arabs who dwell round 
about it; and mayeft threaten them with the day of 
the general affembly, of which there is no doubt : 
one part fhajl then be placed in paradife, and another 
. pertin hell. If Gop had pleafed, he had made them 
all of one religion: but he leadeth whom he pleafeth 
into his mercy ; and the unjuft fhall have no patron 
or helper. Do they take other patrons, befides him ? 
whereas Gop is the only true patron: he quickeneth 
the dead; and he is almighty. Whatever matter ye 
dilagree about, she decifion thereof appertaineth unto 
Gop. This is Gop, my Loxn: in him do I truf, 








* The title is taken from the verfe 
wherein che believers are commend- 
ed, among other things, for ufin, 
dJiberation in their affairs, an 
confuhing together, in order to a@ 
fa the bef. “Some, inftead of this 
woid, prefix the five fingle letters 





with which the chapter begins. 

F Jallalo’ddin excepts three verfes 
beginning with thefe words, Say, J 
alk not of you, for this my preach- 
ing, any reward, &e. 

* See the Prelim. Difc. fe@. UI. 3 * 
p.78, &c. ‘ 

and 
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and unto him do I turn me; the Creator of heaven 
and ¢arth: he hath given you wives of your own 
“{pecies, and cattle both male and female; by which 
‘means he multiplieth you: there is nothing like him; 
and it is he who heareth and feeth. His are the keys 
of heaven and earth: he beftoweth provifion abun. 
dantly on whom he pleafeth, and he is fparing unto 
whom he pleafeth; for he knoweth all things. He 
hath ordained you the religion which he commanded 
Noan, and which we have revealed unto thee, O 
Mouamnesp, and which we commanded AsraHaAM, 
‘and Moses, and Jesus‘: faying, Obferve this reli- 
_gion, and be not divided therein. The worfhip of 
one GOD, to which thou inviteft them, is grievous 
unto the unbelievers: God will eleé&t thereto whom 
he pleafeth, and will direét unto the fame him who 
fhall repent. Thofe who lived in times paft, were not 
divided among themfelves, until after that the know- 
ledge of GOD’s unity had come unto them; through 
their own perverfenefs: and unlefs a previous decree 
had paffed from thy Lorp, to bear with them till a 
determined time, verily the matter had been decided 
between them, by the deftruction of the gain-fayers. 
They who have inherited the fcriptures after them’, 
are certainly in a perplexing doubt concerning the 
fame'. Wherefore invite them to receive the fure faith, 
and be urgent with them, as thou haft been command- 
ed; and follow not their vain defires: and fay, I 
believe in all the {criptures which Gop hath fent down; 
and I am commanded to eftablifh juftice among you: 
Gop is our Lorn, and your Lorn: unto us will 
our works be imputed, and unto you will your works 
.be imputed : let there be no wrangling Between us and 
you; for Gop will affemble ug all at the laft-day, 
and unto him fhall we return. As to thofe who dif- 


t See ibid. fe&. IV, p. ge, and 98, * Are in a doubt concerning the 
99 fame.]—Not underftanding the true 
* They who have inherited the meaning, not believing the real doc- 
feriptures after them. |--—viz. The _ trines thereof. 
“modern Jews and Chnilians. 
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pute concerning Gon, after obedience hath been paid 
him by receiving his religion, their difputing hall be 
vain in the fight of their Lorn; and wrath fhall fall 
on them, and they fhall fuffer a grievous punifhment: 
It is Gov who hath fent down the fcripture with truth; 
and the balance of true judgment: and what fhall 
inform, thee whether the hour be nigh at hand? The 
who believe not therein, wifh it to be haftened by 
way of mockery: but they who believe, dread the 
fame, and know it to be the truth. Are not thofe 
who difpute concerning the la{t-hour in a wide error ? 
Gop is bounteous unto his fervants: he provideth 
‘or whom he pleafeth ; and he is the ftrong, the mighty. 
‘Whofo choofeth the tillage of the life to come‘, 
unto him will we give increafe in his tillage: and 
whofo choofeth the tillage of this world, we will give 
him the fruit thereof; but he fhall have no part in 
the life to come. Have the idolaters deities which 
ordain them a religion which Gop hath not allow- 
ed? But had it not been for the decree of refpiting 
their punifhment to the day of feparating the infidels 
from the true believers, judgment had been already 
given between them: for the unjuft fhall furely 
{uffer a painful torment. On that day thou fhalt fee 
the unjuft in great terror, becaufe of their demerits ; 
and the penalty thereof fhall fall upon them: but 
they who believe and do good works, fhall dwell in 
the delightful meadows of paradife ; they fhall ob- 
tain whatever they fhall defire, with their Lorp. 
This is the greateft acquifition. This is what Gop 
promifcth unto his fervants who believe and do good 
works. Say, I afk not of you, for this my preaching, 
any reward, Except the love of my relations: and 
whoever fhall have deferved well by one good aftion, 
unto bim will we add the merit of another a@ion 
thereto; for Gop is inclined to forgive, and read 
to reward. Do they fay, Mouammen hath blaf 
* Whofp choofeth the tillage of what is fown in this world, will be 


the life to come.]—Labouring here, reaped in the next. 
to obtain a reward hereafter: for 


phemoufly 
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phemoufly forged a lie concerning Gon? If Goo 
pleafeth, he will feal up thy heart”: and Gop will 
abfolutely abolifh vanity, and will eftablifh the truth 
in his words*; for he knoweth the innermoft parts 


of men’s breafts. 


It is he who accepteth repentance 


from his fervants, and forgiveth fins, and knoweth 


that which ye do. 


He will incline his ear unto thofe 


who believe and work righteoufnefs, and will add 


unto them above what they 


fhall afk or deferve, of his 


bounty: but the unbelievers fhall fuffer a fevere pu- 


-nifhment. 


If Gow fhould beftow abundance upon 


his fervants, they would certainly behave infolently 
in the earth: but he: fendeth down by meafure unto 
every one that which he pleafeth ; for he well knoweth 


and feeth the condition of his fervants. 


It is he who 


fendeth down the rain, aftcr men have defpaired 
thereof, and. fpreadeth abroad his mercy; and he is 


the patron, juny 
is the creation 0: 


to be praifed. 
heaven and earth, and o 


pera) his figns 
the living 


creatures with which he hath replenifhed them both; 
and he is able to gather them together: before his tri- 


bunal,. whenever he_pleafeth. 


Whatever misfortune 


befalleth you, is fent you by GOD, for that which 


your hands have deferved ; 


and yet he forgiveth many 


things: ye {hall not fruftrate the divine vengeance in 
the earth; neither fhall ye have any. prote€tor or 


helper, againft Goo. 


Among his figns alfo are the 


fhips running in the fea, like high mountains: if he’ 


~ If Goo pleafeth, he will feal up 
thy heart.]—-The meaning of thete 
words is fomewhat obfcure. Some 
imagine they exprefs a deceftation of 
the angesy charged on the prophet 
by the infidels; becaufe none could 
be capable of fo wicked av aétion, 
but one whofe heart was clofe fhut, 
and knew not his Loxn: as if he 


had faid, God forbid that thouf 


fhouldft be fo void of grace, or have, 
fo little fenfe of thy duty! Others 
think the fignification to be, that Goo 


(1) Al Be:paws. 
. Vou. IL 


might firike all the revelations which 
had been vouchfafed to Mohammed, 
out of his heart at once; and others, 
that Gon would ftrengthen his heart 
with patience againft the infults of 
the unbelievers (1). 

* Gop will abolifh vanity, and 
eftaplith the truth. ]—Wherefore if 
the doftrine taught in this book be of 
man, it will certainly fail and come 
to nothing; but if it be of Goo, it 
can never be overthrown (2). 


(2) Idem. 


Z pleafeth, 
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pleafeth, he caufeth-the wind to ceafe, and they lie fill 
on the back of the water: (verily héréin are figns, unto 
every patient and grateful perfon:) or he deftroyeth 
them by fhipwreck, becaufe of that which their crews 
have merited; though he pardoheth many things. And 
they who difpute againft our figns, fhall know that 
there will be no way for them to efcape our vengeance. 
Whatever things are given you, they are the Pprtovifion - 
of this préfent life: but the reward which is with Gop 
is better, and more durable, for thofe who believé, and 
put their truft in their Lora ; and who avoid heinots 
and filthy crimes, and when they are angry, forgive; 
and who hearken unto ticir Loro, and até conftant 
at prayer, and whofe affairs are dirc&tcd by confulta- 
tion among themfelves, and who givé alms out of what 
we have beftowed on them; and who, when an injury 
is done them, avenge themfeélvés ’: (and the retaliation 
of evil ought to be an evil proportionate thereto:) but 
he who forgiveth, and is. reconcited, unto’ his enethy, 
ithall récéive his reward from’ Go*: for he loveth 
not the unjuft doers. And whofo fhall averige him: 
fell, after he hath been injured; as to thefe, it is not 
lawful to punifh them for it: but it is only lawful to 
punifh thofe who wrong men, and aét infotently in 
the earth, againft juttice; thefe fhall fuffer a grievous 
punifhment. And whofo beareth injuries patiently, 
land forgiveth; verily this is a neceffary work. Whom 
Gop fhall caufé to err, he fhall afterwards have no 
proteétor. .And thou fhalt fee the ungodly, who fhall 
fay, when they behold the punifhment prepared for 
them, Is there no way to return back into thé world? 
And thou fhalt fee them expofed unto: hell-fire; de- 
jetted, becaufe Sf the ignominy they fhall undergo: 







nge_themfelves.J— 





» And who, when an injury is fire atid courage are not incon- 





Q fiftent with cleinency (1); the rule 
1 ans ‘which Gon has bbeing, 

1 hands for their own Parcere fubje@tis, & deWellare fu- 
defence, ‘This is added to com- perbos, 

4ulete the charader here given; for * See chap. 5. p.138, &e. 


13 Idem, 


they 
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they fhall look at the fire fide-ways, and by ftealth ; 
and the true believers fhall fay, Verily#the lofers are 
they who have loft their own fouls, and their families, 
on the day of refurreftion : fhall not the ungodly con- 
tinue in eternal torment? They fhall have no pro- 
te@ors to defend them againft Gon: and whom Goo 
fhall caufe to err, he fhall find no way to the truth. 
Hearken unto your Lorp, before the, day come, 
which Gop will not keep back: ye fhall have no 
place of refuge on that day ; neither fhall ye be able 
to deny your fins. Butif thefe to whom thou preach- 
eft turn afide from thy admonitions, verily we. have 
not fent thee to be a guardian over them: thy duty is 
preaching only. When we caufe man to tafte mercy 
from us, he rejoiceth thereat: but if evil befal them, 
for that which their hands have formerly committed, 
verily man becometh ungrateful. Unto Gop apper- 
taineth the kingdom of heaven and earth: he creatcth 
that which he pleafeth; he giveth females unto whom 
he pleafeth, and he giveth males unto whem he 
pleafeth ; or he giveth them males and females jointly. : 
and he maketh whom he pleafeth to be Childieb 
for he is wife and powerful. It is not fit for man, that 
Gop fhould {peak unto him otherwife than by private 
revelation, or from behind a veil, or by his fending of 
a meffenger to reveal, by his permiflion, that which 
he pleafeth ; for he is high and wife. Thus have we 
revealed unto thee a revelation*, by our command, 
Thou didit not underftand, before this, what the book 
of the Koran was, nor what the faith was: but we 
have ordained the fame fora light; we will thereby di- 
reét fuch of our fervants as we pleafe: and thou fhalt 
furely dire& them into the right wayrthe way of Gop, 
unto ‘whom belongeth whateyer is in heaven and in 
earth. Shall not all things return unto Gop? 


2 Thus have we revealed unto we fent the fpirit Gabriel unto thee, 
thee a revelation. ]-Or, asthe words witha revelation, 
may alfo be tranflated, Thus have 


Z 2 CHAP, 
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SCHAP. XLUL 


Intitled, The Ornaments of Gold °; revealed at 
Mecca‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.* By the perfpicuous book; verily we 
e have ordained the fame an Arabic Koran, 
that ye may underftand: and it is certainly written in 
the original book’, kept with us, being fublime and 
full of wifdom. Shall we therefore turn away from 
you the admonition, and deprive you thereof, becaufe 
ye are a people who tranfgrefs? “And how many pro- 
phets have we fent among thofe of old? and no pro- 
phet came unto them, but they laughed him to 
{corn: wherefore we deftroyed ‘nations who were 
more mighty than thefe: in trong; and the exam- 
le of thofe’ who ‘were of old, hath been already fet 
efore them. If thou afk them who created the hea- 
vens and the carth, they will certainly anfwer, The 
mighty, the wife GOD created them: who hath 
fpread the earth as a bed for you, and hath made 
you paths therein, that ye may be dite€ted: and who 
fendeth down rain from heaven by meafure, whereby 
we quicken a dead country ; (fo {hall ye be brought 
forth from your graves:) and who hath created all 
the various {pecies of things, and hath given you fhips 
and cattle, whereon ye are carried; that ye may fit 
firmly on the backs thereof, and may remember the 
favour of your Lorn, when ye fit thereon, and ma’ 
fay, Praife be ento him, who hath fubjeGted thefe 
unto our fervice! for we could not have maftered 


> The word chofen for thetitleof  € See the Prelim. Dife. fe@. UII. 
this chaptes, occurs p. 358. . p- 78, &e. 

* Some except the verfe begin- * In the original book.Jj.e. The 
ning with thefe words, And alk our preferved ‘Table; which is the ori- 
poliles whom we have fent before ginal of all the {eriptures in general, 
thee, &ire 


them 
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them by our own power: and unto our Lor {hall 
we furely return. Yet have they attributed unto 
him fome of his fervants as his offspring: verily man 
is openly ungrateful. Hath GOD taken daughters 
out of thofe beings which he hath created; and hath 
he chofen fons for you ? But when one of them hath 
the news brought of the birth of a child of that fex 
which they attribute unto the Merciful, as his fimili- 
tude, his face becometh black, and he is oppreffed 
with forrow §. Do they therefore attribute unto GOD 
female iffue, which are brought up among ornaments, 
and are contentious without caufe? And do the 

make the angels, who are the fervants of the Merci- 
ful, females? Were they prefent at their creation ? 
Their teftimony fhall be written down, and they 
fhall be examined concerning the fame, on the day of 
judgment. And they fay, If the Merciful had pleafed, 
we had not worfhipped them. They have no know- 
ledge herein: they only utter a vain lie. Have we 
given them a book of revelations before this ; and do 
they keep the fame in their cuftody ? But they fays 
Verily we found our fathers prattifing a religion 3 
and we are guided in their footiteps. Thus we fent 
no preacher, before thee, unto any city, but the in- 
habitants thereof who lived in affluence, faid, Verily 
we found our fathers praétifing a religion: and we 
tread in their footfteps. And the preacher anfwered, 
What, although I bring you a more right religion 
than that which ye found your fathers to praGife ? 
And they replied, Verily we believe not that which ye 
are fentto preach. Wherefore we took vengeance on 
them: and behold what hath been the end of thofe 
who acculed our apottles of impofture. Remember 
when Asranam faid unto his father, and his peo- - 
ple, Verily Iam clear of the gods which ye worfhip, 
except him who hath created me; for he will direét 
me aright. And he ordained this to be a conftant 
doftrine among his pofterity ; that they fhould be 
turned from idolatry to the worfhip of the only true 


£ Scechap. x6. p.82, &c. 
Z 3 GOD. 
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GOD. Verily I have permitted thefe Muccans 
and their fathers to live in profperity, until the truth 
fhould come unto them,-and a manifeft apoftle: but 
now the truth is come unto them, they fay, This is 
a piece of forcery ; and we believe not therein. And 
they fay, Had this Koran been fent down unto fome 
great man of either of the two citics’, we would have 
received it. Do they dillribute the mercy of thy. 
Lorp®? We diltribute their neceffary provifion 
among them, in this prefent life, and we raife fome 
of them fevcral degrees. above the others, that the 
one of them may take the other to ferve him: and 
the mercy of thy Lory is more valuable than the 
riches which they gather together. If it were not 
that mankind would have become one feét of infidels, 
verily we had given unto thofe who believe not in 
the Merciful, roofs of filver to their houfes, and 
fairs of filver, by which they might afcend thereto, 
and.doors of filver to their cities and couches of 
filver, for them to Jean on; and ornaments of gold: 
for all this is the provifion of the prefent life, but the 
neat life with thy Loxp fhall be for thofe who fear 
him. Whoever fhall withdraw from the admonition 
of the Merciful, we will chain a devil unto him ; 
and he. fhall be his infeparable companion : (and the 
devils fhall turn them afide from the way of truth ; 
yet they fhall imagine themfelyes to be rightly di- 
rected ;) until, when he fhail appear before us at the 
laft-day, he. fhall {ay.unto the devil, Would to Gop 
that between me and thee there was the diftance of 
the eaft from the weft! O how wretched a companion 
art thou! But wifhes fhall not avail you on this day, 
fince ye have Been unjuft; for ye fhall be partakers 
of the fame punifhment. Cant thou, O prophet, 
® ad the Koran been fent down  Thakifite (1). 
unto fome great mian of either of the *» The mercy of thy Loan. J—-By 
two cities. J—i. e. To one of the this exprefiion the prophetic office is 
incipal inhabitants of Mecca, or here particularly intended, 


3, fuch as al Walid Ebo al * See chap. 19. p. 136. 
cira, or Orwa Ebn Mafud the 


‘ (4) Al Beroawn 





make 
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make the deaf to hear, or canft thou dire& the blind, 
and him who is in a manifelt error? Whethes we 
take thee away, we will furely take vengeance aR 
them; or whéther we caufe thee to fee the punifh- 
ment with which we have threatened them, executed, 
we will certainly prevail over them. Wherefore 
hold faft the dofrine which hath been revealed unto 
thee ; for thou art ina right way : and it is a me- 
morial unto thee and thy people, and hereafter -fhall 
yc be examined concerning your obfervance thereof. 
‘And afk our apoftles whom we have fent before 
thec®, whether we have appointed gods for them 
to worfhip, befides the Merciful. We formerly fent 
Moses with our figns unto PHaRAoH and his 
princes, and he faid, Verily I am the apoftle of. the 
Lorp of all creatures. ‘And when he came unto 
them with our figns, behold, they laughed him to 
fcorn; although we fhewed them no fign, but it 
was greater than the other!: and we infliéted a pu- 
nifhment® on them, that peradventure they might 
be converted. And they faid unto Moses, O magi- 
cian, pray unto thy Lorp for us, according to the 
covenant which he hath made with thee ; for we will 
certainly be direéted. But when we took the plaguc 
from off them, behold, they brake their promife. 
‘And Piraxaon made proclamation among his peo- 
ple, faying, O my people, is not the kingdom of 
Koypr mine, and thefe rivers” which flow beneath 
me? Do ye not fee? Am not I better than this 
Moszs; who is a contemptible perfon, and can 


& Ak our apofties whom we have or, as the French may ex refs it, by 
fent before thee. |——That is, Afk a phrafé nearly the fame, les uns plus 
thofe who profefs the religions which grands queles autres. | 
they taught, and their learyed men ™ A pufifbment. }—viz- The fuc- 
G). ceffive plagues which they fuffered, 

Y But it was greater than_ the pfevious to their final defiruétion in 
other.]—Literally, Than its filter. the red fea. 
‘The meaning is, that the miracles * Thefe rivers.J—To wit, The 
were all very great and confiderable, Nile and its branches (2). 


(} Idem, Jariaz. &e. {2) Idem. 
ZA {carce 
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fcarce exprefs himfelf intelligibly °? Have bracelets 
of gold, therefore, been put upon him», or do the 
angels attend him in orderly proceffion? And Pua. 
raow peérfuaded his people to light behaviour ; and 
they obeyed him: for they were a wicked people. 
And when they had provoked us to wrath, we took 
vengeance on them, and we drowned them all: and 
we made them a precedent, and an example unto 
others. And when the fon of Maxy was propofed 
for an example ; behold, thy people cried out through 
exces of joy thereat? ; and they faid, Are our gods 
better, or he? T hey have propofed this inftance unto 
thee no otherwife than for an occafion of difpute, 
yea, they are contentious men. Jxsus is no other 
than a fervant, whom we favoured with the gift of 
prophecy ; and we appointed him for an example 
unto the children of Ispazt: (if we pleafed, veril 

we could from yourfelves prodice angels, to fucceed 
you in the earth*:) and he fhall be a fign of the ap- 
proach-of thélaft-hourt; wherefore doubt not thereof, 


And 


© Sce chap. 20. p. 140. not. *, ever, are of opinion it might have 
¥ Have bracelets of yold been put been revealed in anfwer to certain 
upon him ?}—Such bracelets were idolaters, who faid that the Chrifti- 
Some of the inhignia of royalty for ans, who received the fcriptures, 
when the Egyptians raifed a perfon worfhipped Jefus, fuppofing him to 
to the dignity of a prince, they put be the fon of Gop; whereas the 
a collar or chain of gold about his angels were more worthy of that 
neck (1), and bracelets of gold on honour than he (5). 
his wrifts (2). * An example. J-Or an inflance of 
4. When the fon of Mary was pro- our power, by his miraculous birth. 
pofed for an example, &c.]—This * We could from yourfelves pro- 
affage is generally fuppofed to duce angels, &c.J—As eafily as we 
fave been revealed on accafion of produced Jefus without a father (6). 
icHion made by one Ebn al ‘The intent of the words is to thew 
Zabart to thofe words in the a1ft how ju and reafonable it is to 
chapter (3}, by which all in gene- think, that the angels fhould bear 
ral, who were worfhippad as deities, the relation of children to men, ra- 
befides Gon, are doomed to hell. ther than to Gon ; they being his 
wherenpon the infidels cried ont, creatures, as well as men, and e- 
We are contented that ours ods fhould qually in his power. . 
be with Jefus; for he alfo is wor * He fhallbea fign of the approach 
thipped ‘as Gon (4). Some, how. of the laft-hour. |—For fometime be- 


fore 





__ (2) See Genel, xli. 42. (2) AlBrrpaws, Jantaro’ori. 
& Seep. 164, G) Jacearo’vain, Al Berpawi, (5) Tider. 
} Lidem, 2 
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And follow me: this is the right way. And let not 
Saran caufe you to turn afide: for he is your open 
enemy. And when Jxsus came with evident mira- 
ycles, he faid, Now am I come unto you with wif- 
dom”, and to explain unto you part of thofe things 
concerning which ye difagree: wherefore fear Gop, 
and obey me. Verily Gop is my Lorn, and your 
‘Lory; wherefore worfhip him: this is the right 
way. And the confederated feéts among them fell to 
variance”: but woe unto thofe who have .a€ted un- 
juftly, becaufe of the punifhment of a grievous day. 
Do the unbelicvers wait for any other than the hour of 
judgment; that it may come upon them fuddenly, 
while they forfee it not? The intimate friends, on 
that day, fhall be enemies unto one another; except 
the pious. O my fervants, there fhall no fear come 
on you this day, neither fhall ye be grieved ; who 
have believed in our figns, and have been Moflems : 
enter yeinto paradife, ye and your wives, with great joy. 
Difhes of gold fhall be carried round unto them, and 
cups without handles : and therein fhall they enjoy what- 
ever their fouls fhalt defire, and whatever theireyes fhall 
delightin: and ye fhall remain therein for ever. This 
is paradife, which ye have inherited as a reward for 


fore the refurre€tion Jefus is to whom he will alfo make a general 
defcend on earth, according to the flaughter, excepting only fuch as 
Mohammedans, near Damafcus (1), fhall profefs Iflam, &c. (3). 


or, as fome fay, near a rock inthe « Now am I come unto you with 


holy Jand named Afik, with a lance 
in his hand, wherewith he is to kill 
Antichrift, whom he will encounter 
at Ludd, or Lydda, a {mall town 
not far from Joppa (2). They add, 
that he will arrive at Jerufalem at 
the time of morning prayer, that he 
_ thall perform his devotions after the 
Mohammedan _inftitution, and offi- 
ciate inftead of the Imam, who fhall 
give place to him; that he will 
break down the crofs, and deftroy 
the churches of the Chriftians, of 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. fe@. 1V. p. 106, 


Beivawis. (4) Idem. Javea. 


wifdom.]-—~That is, with a book of 
revelations, and an excellent fyftem 
of religion. 

The confederated {els fell to va- 
tiance.j|—This may be _underftood 
either of the Jews in the time of 
Jefas, who oppofed his doétrine, or 
of the Chrift@ins fince, who have 
fallen into various opinions con~ 
cerning him ; fome making him to 
be Gon, others the fon of Gon, 
and others, one of the perfons af 
the Trinity, &c. (4). 


(2) Seeibid, (3) Al 


that 
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that which ye have wrought. Therein fhall ye have 
fruits in abundance, of which ye fhail eat. But the 
wicked fhall remain for ever in the torment of hell: 
it fhall not be made lighter unto them; and they 
fhall defpair therein. We deal not unjuftly with 
them, but they deal unjuftly with their own fouls, 
And they fhall cail aloud, faying, O Maxec’, in- 
tercede for.us that thy Loxp would end us by annibi- 
lation, He fhall anfwer’, Verily ye fhall remain 
here for ever. We brought you the truth herctofore, 
but the greater part of you abhorred the truth, | 
Have the infidels fixed on a method to circumvent our 
apoitle P Verily we will fix ona method to circumvent 
them. Do they imagine that we hear not their fe-~ 
crets, and their private difcourfe? Yea; ‘and our 
meflengers who attend them’ write down the fame. 
Say, If the Merciful had’a fon, verily I would be the 
firft of thafe wha fhould worfhip him. Far be the ° 
Lorn of heaven and garth, the Lozp of the throne, | 
from that which they affirm of him!* Wherefore let- 
them wade in their vanity, and divert themfelves, 
unui] they arrive at their day with which they have 
been threatened. He wha is Gop in heaven, is 
Gop on earth alfo: and ke is the wife, the know- 
ing. And bleffed be he unto whom appertaineth the 
kingdom of heaven and carth, and of whatever is 
between them; with whom is the knowledge of the _ 
laft-hour; and before whom ye fhall be affembled. | 
They whom they invoke befides him, have not the 
privilege to intercede for others; except thofe who « 
bear witnefs to the truth, and know the fame If 
thou afk them who hath created them, they will. 


*. 


* © Malec.}—This the Moham- them. ]—i. e. The guardian angels. — 
medans fuppofe to be the name of — -* Except thofe whobear witnefs to 
the principal angcl who has the the trath, &c.]——That is, to the 
charge of hell, do&rine of Goo’s unity. The ex. 

*¥ Te fhall anfwer.}—Some fay ception comprehends Jefus, Ezra, 
thar this anfwer will uot be given and the angels; who will be ad. 
till a thoufand vears after. > mitted as intercrflors, though they 

* Our ‘meffengers who attend have beca worfhipped as gods (1). 





{t} Ider. 


furcly _ 
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furely anfwer, Gop. How therefore are they turned 

away to the worfhip of others? GOD alfo heareth the 

faying of the prophet, O Lorn, verily thefe are pea- 
*ple who believe not: and he anfwereth, Therefore 

turn afide from them; and fay, Peace: hereafter 
. fhall they know their fally. 


' ® Sec chap. 25. p. 208. not. 4 


CUAP.. XLIV. 


Intitled, Smoke‘; revealed at Mecca‘, 
In the naine of the moft merciful Gop. 


M.° By the perfpicuons book of the Ko- 

e RAN; Verily we have fent down the fame on 

a bleffed night’, (for we had engaged fo to do,) on 
,.the night wherein 1s diftin@ly {ent down the decree of 
every determined thing, as a command from us*. 
Verily we have ever ufed to {end apoftles with reve- 

| Jations, at proper intervals, as a mercy from thy 
Lorp; for it is he who heareth and knoweth: the 
Loxp of heaven and carth, and of whatever is be- 
tween them; if ye are men of fure knowledge. There 
is no Gov but he: he giveth life, and he caufeth to 

‘ die; he is your Lorp, and the Loxp of your fore- 


© This word occurs in the next 


+ page. 3 
Some except the verfe begin- 
ning, We will take the plague off 
you a little, &c. 
© Sce the Prelim. Difc. fc. IIT. 


p78, &e. 

A’ bleffed night.]-Generally fup- 
pofed to be that between the agrt. 
and e4**. of Ramadan, Sce ib. p. 
85. and chap. 97. and the notes 
there. : 

& The night wherein is diftin&ly 
| font down the decree of every deter- 

mined thing, &c.}—For anaually on 
~ this night, as the Mohammedans 


(1} Jarearo’poin, Al Beipawr 


are taught, all the events of the en- 
faing year, with refpc@ to life, and 
death, and the other affairs of this 
world, are difpofed and feitled (1). 
Some, however, fuppofe that thefe 
words refer only to that particular 
night on whigk the Koran, wheres 
in are completely contained the di- 
vine, determinations in tefpe to 
religion and morality, was fent 
down (2): and according to this 
expofition the paflage may be ren- 
dered, The night whereon every de- 
termined or adjudged matter was fent 
down. 


{2) Idem. 
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fathers. Yet do they amufe themfelves with doubt. 
But obferve them on the day whereon the heaven {j 
fhall produce a vifible fmoke, which fhall cover. 
mankind": this will be a tormenting plague. They 
fhall fay, O Lory, take this plague from off us: 
verily we will become true believers. How fhould an* 
admonition be.of avail to them in this condition? when, 
# manifeit apoftle came unto them, but they retired 
from him, faying, This man is inftru€ted by others ‘, 
or is a diftraéted perfon. We will take the plague 
from off you, a little: but ye will certainly return to | 
your infidelity* On the day whereon we fhall 
fiercely affault them with great power', verily we~ 
will take vengeance on them. We made trial of the 
people of Pxaraou before them, and an honourable 
meflenger came unto them, faying, Send unto me the 
fervants of Gon, verily I am a faithful meffenger 
unto you: and lift not yourfelves up againft Gon; 


® When the heavens fhall produce low the former expofition, the words 
a vifible fmoke, &c.J—The com= are to be underftood of the ceafing 
meutators difler in their expofitions of the famine, upon the interceffion 
of this pallage. Some think it {po- of Mohammed, at the defire of the 
ken of afmoke which feemed to ill Koreifh, and on their promife of be- 
the air, during.the famine which was lieving on him ; notwithflanding 
infli@ed on the Meccans in Moham- which they fell back to their old 
med’s time (1), and was fo thick, incredulity: but if we follow the 
that though they could hear, yet  jatter expofition, they are to be un- 
they could not fee one another (2). derftood of Gov’s taking away the 
But, according to a tradition of Ah, plague of the fmoke, aiter the ex. 
the {moke here meant is that which Piration of the forty days, at the 
3s to be one of the previous figns prayer of the infidels, and on their 
of the day of judgment {2 and promife of receiving the te faith ; 
will fill the whole {pace fiom eaft which being done, they will imme. 
to well, and laft for forty days. diately return to their wonted ob- 
This fmoke, they fay, will ‘intoxi- Rtinacy, 
cate the infidels, and iffue at their : ‘On the day whereon we fhall 
nofe, ears, and pofterions; but will fiercely affault them with great pow- 
very little incommote the true be- er.]—Some expound this o} the 
lievers (4). flaughter at Bede; and others of 

* See chap, 16. p. 89. A the day of judgment, 

® We will take the plague fromoff —__™ Send unto me the fervants of 
you, a little; yer will ye certainly Goo. J—i. e. Let the Ifraelites go 
reuyrn to your infidelity.]—If we fol with me ta worfhip their Gon, 


(1) See chap. 23. p. 182. not. . (2) Al Zamaxn, Al Bziwaw, 
anya, Jatvar. (3) See the Prelim. Dife. fet. IV. Pp. 107. (4) Al 
caku. Al Berpaw:, 


y 






for 
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for I come unto you with manifeft power. And & 
fly for prote€&tion unto my Lorp, and your Lorn, . 
that ye ftone me not". If ye do not believe me, at 
teaft depart from me*. And when they accufed him 
of impofture, he called upon his Lor, faying, Thefe 
ware a wicked people. And GOD faid unto him, 
March forth with my fervants by night; for ye will 
he purfued: and leave the fea divided, that the 
Ecyrtrans may enter the fame; for they are a hoft 
doomed to be drowned. How many gardens, and 
fountains, and fields of corn, and fair dwellings, 
,and advantages which they enjoyed, did they leave 
behind them? Thus we difpoffeffed them thereof; and 
we gave the fame for an inheritance unto another 
people. Neither heaven nor earth wept for them‘; 
neither were they refpited any longer. And we de- 
livered the children of Israzt from a fhameful af- 
 fli@ion; from Puaraou; for he was haughty, and 
a tranfgreffor: and we chofe them, knowingly’, 
tabove all people; and we fhewed them feveral figns*, 
wherein was an evident trial. Verily thefe Meccans 
fay, Affuredly our final end will be no other than our 
firft natural death; neither fhall we be raifed again: 
bring now our forefathers back to life, if ye {peak 
truth, Are they better, or the people of Tossa’, 
and 





™ That ye {tone me not.]-Or that 

ye injure me not, either by word or 
deed (1). ; 

© Depart from _me.j—Without 

F oppofing me, or offering me any in- 

jury, which J have not deferved from 


ou, 

" See chap. 26. p. 212. 

+ 4 Neither heaven nor earth wept 
for them. |——That is, None pitied 
their dettrufion, é , 

* Knowingly.]——i. e. Knowing 
that they were worthy of our choice; 
or notwithitanding we knew they 
‘would, in life to come, fall to ido- 
latry, &c. 


(1) Al Berpaws. 
p. 1z. 


(2) Idem. 


+ Several figns.]—As the dividing 
of the red fea; the cloud which 
fhaded them; the raining on them 
manna and quails, &c. (2). 

t The people of ‘Tobba.]——viz. 
The Hamyarites, whofe kings had 
the title of Tobba (3). The com- 
mentators tell us that the Tobba 
here meant was very potent, and 
built Samarcand, or, as others fay, 
demolhed it; and that he was a 
trae believer, but his fubjeéls were 
infidels (4). 

This prince feems to have been 
Abu Carb Afaad, who flourifhed 
about feyen hundred years before 

Mohammed, 


(3) See the Prelim. Difc, fe. I. 


(4) Al Barpaws, Javiare’aain. 
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and thofe who were before them? we deftroyed them, 
becaufe they wrought wickednefs. We have not cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth, and whatever is between 
them, by way of fport: we have created them not 
otherwile than in truth’, but the greater part of them 
do not underftand. Verily the day of feparation™, 
fhall be the appointed term of them all; a day, where- * 
onthe mafter and the fervant fhall be of no advantage’ 
to one another, neither fhall they be helped; excepting 
thofe on whom Goon fhall have mercy: for he is the 
mighty, the mercifal. Verily the fruit of the tree of ; 
at ZaKkkum fhall be the food of the impious*: as the 
dregs of oil fhall it boil in the bellies of the damned,_ 
like the boiling of the hotteft water. And it fhall be ~ 
faid to the tormentors, Take him, and drag him into 
the midft of hell: and pour on his head the torture of 
boiling water, faying, Talte this; for thou art that , 
mighty and honoutable perfon. Verily this is the pu- 
nifhment of which.ye doubted. But the pious fhall be, 
lodged in a place of fecurity ; among gardens and foun 
tains: they fhall be clothed in fine filk, and in fattin ; 
and they fhail fit facing one another. Thus fhall it be: 
and we will efpoufe them to fair damfels, having large 
black eyes. In that place fhall they call for all kinds 
of fruits, in full fecurity: they fhall not tafte death 
therein, after the firft death ; and GOD fhall deliverthem 
from the pains of hell: through the gracious bounty - 
of thy Lorp. This will be great felicity. Moreover 
we have rendered the Koran eafy for thee, by reveal- 
ing it in thine own tonguc: to the end that they may~ 
be admonifhed: whercfore do thou wait the event; 
for they wait to fee fome misfortune befal thee. : 


Mohammed, and embraced Tadaifn, 
which religion he firfl introdeced in- 
to Yaman, (being the tre religion at 
that time, inafmuch as Chriftianity 
‘was not then promulgated, ; and was, 
for that caufc, probably, flain by his 
own people (1}- 

» See chap, 21. p. 153. and chap. 


38. p. 3ao. 
~ The day of {cparation.]—i. ¢, 
The day of judgment; when the 
wicked fhall be feparated from the 
righteous, &c. 

* ‘The impious. ]——Jallalo’ddin” 
fuppotes ihis paffage to have been par- 
ticularly levetled againft Abu Jah. 


(ii Al Tasrass. UV. Poc, Spec. p. 6a 


“CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLV. 
“Intitled, The Kneeling’ ; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft metcifil Gop. 


! M.: The revelation of this book is from rhe 
: « mighty, thé wife Goo. Verily both in heas 
ven and earth are figns of the divine power unto the 
true believers: and in the creation of yourlelves, and 
of the bealts which are fcattered over the face of the 
earth, are figns unto people of found judgment; and 
alfa tn the viciffieade of might and day, and the rain 
i which Gon fendeth down from heaven, whereby he 
quickeneth the carth after it hath been dead: in the 
‘ change of the winds alfo are figns, unto people of 
anderftanding. Thefe are the figns of Gop; we 
‘chearfe them unto thee with truth. In what reve- 
‘ation therefore will they believe, after they have re- 
jefted Gop and his figns ? Woe unto every lying, 
and impious petfon ; who heareth the figns of Gods 
_ which are rezd unto him, and afterwards proudly 
erfifteth in infidelity, as though he heard them not’ 
(denounce unto him, a_ painful punifhment:) and 
-who, when he cometh to the knowledge of any of 
our figns, receiveth the fame with feorn. For thefe 
is prepated a fhameful punifhment: before them lieth 
hell; and whatever they fhail have gained fhall not 
Yavail them at all, neither fhall the idols which they 
have taken for their patrons, befides Gop: and they 
| fhall fuffer a grievous punifhmient. This isa true 
*direGtion: and for thofe who difbelievé the figns of 
their Lorb, is prepared the punifhment of a painful 
torment. It is Gop who hath fubje€ted the fea 
unto you, that the fhips may fail therein, at his 
‘command; and that ye may feck advantage unt 


4 7 The word from which thischap- = See the Prelim. Difc. fe. HL. 
ter is denominated, occurs P- 369- p. 78, &ee 
your- 
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yourfelves by commerce, of his bounty ; and that ye 
may give thanks: and he obligeth whatever is in hea- 
ven and on earth to ferve you; the whole being fron. 
him. Verily hercin are figns, unto people who cons 
fider. Speak unto the truc believers, that they forgive * 
thofe who hope not for the days of Gop *, that he may, 


reward people according 
wrought. 


to what they fhall have’ 


Whofo doth that which is right, doth it te 


the advantage of his own foul; and whofo doth evil, 
doth it againft the fame: hereafter fhall ye return unto 
your Lorp. We gave unto the children of Israzr . 
the book of the law, and wifdom, and prophecy ; and 
we fed them with good things, and preferred them 
above all nations: and we gave them plain ordinances” 
concerning the bufinefs of religion; neither did they | 
fall to variance, except after that knowledge had come : 
unto them, through envy among themfelves: but thy: 
Lorp will decide the controverfy between them, on the 
day of refurreftion, concerning that wherein they dif” 


agree. 


Afterwards we appointed thee, O MonamMeED,* 


to promulgate a law concerning the bufinefs of religion: 
wherefore follow the fame, and follow not the defires 
of thofe who are ignorant’, Verily they fhall not 
avail thee againft Gop at all: the unjuft are the pa- 
trons of one another; but Gop is the patron of the 


pious. 


This Koray delivereth evident precepts unto 


mankind; and is a dire€tion, and a mercy, unto. 


people who judge aright. 


Do the workers of ini- 


quity imagine that we will deal with them as with 
thofe who believe and do good works; fo that their, 


* Speak unto the true believers, 
that they who forgive thofe who hope 
not for the days of Gon, &c.]—By 
the days of Gon, in this plage, are 
meant the profperous fucceffes of his 

ple in battle againft_ the infidels 
{v. The pallage is faid to have 
een revealed on account of Omar, 
who being reviled by one of the tribe 

(1) See'chap. 14. p. 62. not. %. 


of Ghifar, was thinking to revenge ' 
himfelf by force. Some are of opi- 
nion that’ this verfe is abrogated by © 
shat of war (2). 

» Follow not the defires of the ig- 
norant.}—~That is, Of the principal 
Koreifh, who were urgent with Mo- 
hammed to return to the religion of. 
his forefathers (9}.- 
fo) Al Baspawr. (3) Idem, 

we 
life 
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life and'their death fhall be equal? An ill judgment 
do they make. Gon hath created the heavens and the‘ 
yearth in truth; that he may recompenfe every foul 
yaccording to that which it fhall have wrought: and 
they fhall not be treated unjuftly. What thinkeft thou? 
He who taketh his own luit for his Gop, and whom 
‘Gop caufeth knowingly to err, and whofe ears, and 
avhofe heart he hath fealed up, and over whofe eyes he 
hath caft a veil; who fhall dire& him, after Gon fhall 
have forfaken him? Will ye not therefore be admo- 
_nifhed? They fay, There is no other life, except our 
prefent life: we die, and we live; and nothing but 
time deftroyeth us. _ But they have: no knowledge in 
this matter; they. only follow-a vain opinion, And 
when our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, their 
argument which they offer againft the fame, is no other 
than that they fay, Bring to life our fathers who have 
been dead; if ye fpeak truth. Say, Gop giveth you 
life; and afterwards caufeth you to die: hereafter will 
‘he aflemble you together on the day of refurre€tion ; 
there is no doubt thereof; but the greater part of men 
do not underftand. Unto Gop appertaineth the king- 
dom of heaven and earth; and the day whereon the 
hour fhall be fixed, on that day fhall thofe who charge 
the Koran with vanity perifh. And thou fhalt fee 
every nation® kneeling: every nation fhall be called 
unto its book of account; and it fhall be faid unto 
them, This day fhall ye be rewarded according to that 
which ye have wrought, This our book will fpeak 
concerning you with truth: therein have we written 
down whatever ye have done*, As to thofe who 
fhall have believed and done good works, their 
Lorp fhall lead them into his mercy: this fhall be 
manifeft felicity. But as to the infidels, it fhall be 
faid unto them, Were not my figns. rehearfed unto 
‘ you? but ye proudly rejefted them, and became a 


© Every nation.]—The_ original law or religion. fe 
word Ommat properly fignifies a 4 See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. IV. 
people who profefs one and the fame p. 217. 


Vou.In + Aa wicked 
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wicked people? And when.it was faid unto you, Verily 
the promife of Gon is true; and as to the hour .of 
judgment, there is no doubt - thereof: ye anlwered,. 
We know not what the hour of judgment is: we hold 
an uncertain opinion only; and we are not well al 
fured of this matter. But on that day the evils of that 
which they have wrought, fhall appear unto. them; ' 
and that which they mocked at, fhall cncompaifs them : 
and it fhall be faid unto them, This day will we for- 
get yous, as ye did forget the meeting of this your 
day: and your abode fhall be hell-fire; and ye {hall 
have none to deliver you. This. fhall ye fufler, be- 
cate ye tuned the figns of Gop to ridicule ; and 
the life of the world deceived you. On this day, 
therefore, they fhall not be taken forth from thence, 
neither fhall they be afked any more to. render them- 
{elves well-pleafing unto GOD. Wherefore praife be 
unto Gop, the Lorn of the heavens, and the Loap 
of the earth; the Lory of all Creatures: and unto 
him be glory in heaven’ and easth;.for he is the ¢ 
mighty, the wife GOD! 


C H A P. XLVL 
Intitled, Aut AHKAF‘; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AXAVL* M.‘ The revelation of this book is from the 
¢ mighty, the wife Gop. We have not cre- 

ated the heavens and the earth, and whatever is be- 

tween them, otherwife than in truth %, and for a de- 
termined period": but the unbelievers turn away 


* Al Abkaf is the plural of Hekf, F See the Prelim. Difc. fe@. IIT. 
and fignifies fands which lie in a p78, &e. : : 
crooked or winding manner; whence © See chap. o1, P. 153. and chap, 
it became the name of a territory in’ 98. p. 320, &c, 

the province of Hadramaut, where > For a determined tiod,]—Be». « 
the Aditesdwelt. Iris mentioned in ing to laft but a certain Tpace of time, 
b. 973. and not for ever, 


from 
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from the warning which is given them. Say, What 
think ye? Shew me what part of -he earth the idols 
which ye invoke, befides Gov, have created? Or 
had they any fhare in the creation of the heavens ? 
Bring me a book of feripture revealed before this, or 
fome footitep of ancient knowledge, to countenance 
your idolatrous praétices; if ye are men of veracity. 
Who is in a wider error than he who invoketh, be- 
fides Gon, that which cannot return him an anfwer, 
to the day of refurreétion; and idols which regard 
.not their calling on them: and which, when men fhall 
be gathered together to judgment, will become their 
enemies, and will ungratefully deny their worfhip? 
When our evident figns are rehearfed unto them, the 
unbelievers fay of the truth', when it cometh unto 
them, This is a manifelt piece of forcery. Will they 
fay, MouamMen hath forged it? Anfwer, If I have 
forged it, verily ye fhall not obtain for me any favour 
from Gon: he well knoweth the injurious language 
‘which ye utter concerning it: he is a fufficient witnefs 
between me and you; and he is gracious and 
merciful. Say, I am not fingular among the apoftles* ; 
neither do I know what will be done with me or with 
you hereafter: I follow no other than what is reveal- 
ed unto te; neither am I - ve than a public 

“x. book 


a 
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Verily Gop dire€teth not unjuft people. But thofe 

who believe not, fay of the true believers, If thd 

do€trine of the Koran had been good, they had nots, 
embraced the fame before us™. And when they are 

not guided thereby, they fay, This is an antiquated 

lie. Whereas the book of Mosrs was revealed be- 

fore the Koran, to be a guide and a mercy: and 

this is a book confirming the fame, delivered in the 

Arabic tongue; to denounce threats unto thofe who 
aét unjuftly, and to bear good tidings unto the righ- 

teous doers. As to thole who fay, Our Lorn is, 
Gop ; and who behave uprightly: on them fhall no 

fear come, neither fhall they be grieved. Thefe fhall 

be the inhabitants of paradife, they fhall remain there- 

in for ever: in recompenfe for that which they have 

wrought. We have commanded man to fhew kind- 

nels to his parents: his mother beareth him in her 

womb with pain, and bringeth him forth with pain: | 
and the fpace of his being carried in her womb, and of 

his weaning, is thirty months*; until, when he at-’ 
taineth his age of ftrength, and attaineth the age of 

forty years, he faithe, O Loxn, excite me, by thy 

infpiration, that I may be grateful for thy favours, 

wherewith thou haft favoured me and my parents; 

and that I may we hteoufnefs, which my pleafe 

thee: a 
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am turned unto thee, and ama Moflem. Thefe are 
_ they from whom we accept the good work which 
“they have wrought, and whofe evil works we pafs 
by; and they fhall be among-fKie inhabitants of para- 
dife: this is a true promife, which they are promifed 
in this world. He who faith unto his’ parents, Fie 
on you! Do ye promife me that I fhall be- taken 
. forth from the grave, and reftored to life ; when many 
generations have paffed away before me, and none of 
them have returned back* ?. And his parents implore 
‘Gon’s affiftance, and fay to their fon, Alas for thee ! 
"Believe: for the promife of Gop is true. But he-- 
anfwereth, This is no othér than filly fables of the 
ancients, Thefe are they whom the fentence paffed 
on the nations which have been before them, of genii 
and of men, jullly fitteth : they fhall ey perifh 3. 
.For every one is prepared a certain degree of happinefs 
ormifery, according to that which they fhall have 
Wrought; that Gop may recompenfe them for their 
works: and they fhall not be treated unjuftly. On 
a certain day, the unbelievers fhall be expofed before 
the fire of hell; and it'fhall be faid unto them, Ye re- 
ceived your good things in your life-time, while ye 
were in the world; and ye enjoyed yourfelves there- 
in: wherefore this day ye fhall be rewarded with the 
punifhment of ignominy; for that ye behaved info- 
‘ently in the earth, without juftice, and for that ye 
tranfgrelfed, Remember the brother of Ap’, when 
, he preached unto his people in av Auxar, (and 
there were preachers before him, and after him) 
faying, Worfhip none but Gon: yerily I fear for you 
‘the punifhment of a great day. They anfwered, Art 
thou come unto us that thou mayeft’turn us afide 


? He who faith to his parents, 
Fie on you, &c.]—The words feem 
to be general: but it is faid they 
‘were revealed particularly on _occa- 
fion of Abd’alrahman, the fon of 
Abu Becr; who ufed thefe expref- 
fins to his father and mother, be- 


fore he profeffed Hflam {1}, 

= They fhall furely perifh.}]—Un- 
Jets they redeem their fault by repen- 
tance, and embracing the true faith 5 
as did Abd’alrahman. 

U Lhe broths of Ad.J—i. e, The 


prophet Hud, , 
4 


(1) Al Baipawr, 


Aag 


- from 
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from the worfhip of our gods? Bring on us now the 
punifhment with which thou threatencft us, if thou; 
art a man of veracity. He faid, Verily the knowledge 
of the time when your punifhment will be infli@ed, is 
with Gon; and I only declare unto you that which 
Iam {ent to preach; but I fee ye are an ignorant 
people. And when they faw the preparation made 
for their punifhment, namely, a cloud traverfing the 
fky, and tending towards their valleys, they faid, This 
isa traverfing cloud, which bringeth us rain. Huo 
anfwered, Nay; it is what ye demanded to be haf-. 
tened: a wind, wherein isa fevere vengeance : it will 
deftroy every thing‘, at the command of its Lorp. 
And in the morning nothing was to be feen, befides 
their empty dwellings. Thus do we reward wicked 
people. We had eftablifhed them in the like flourifh- 
ing condition wherein we have eftablifhed you, Omen, 
of Mecca; and we had given them ears, and eyes, 
and heartg:, yet neither:.their ears, nor their eyes, 
nor their hearts, profited them’at all, when they re- 
je€ied the figns of Gop; but the vengeance which 
they mocked at, fell upon them. We. heretofore 
deltroyed the cities which were round about you'; 
and we varioufly propofed our figns unto them, that 
they might repCht. Did thofe proteét them, whom 
they took for gods, befides Gop, and imagined to be 
honoured with bis familiarity ? Nay ; they withdrew . 
from them > yet this was their falfe opinion which fe- 
duced them, and the blafphemy which they had devifed. 
Remember when we caufed certain of the genii* to 


* Jt will defroy every thing, &c.} the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
—Which came to pals accordingly;  &c. * 
for this peftilential ind violent wind » Certain of the genii.J—Thefe 
killed all who believed not in the genil, according to different opi- 
do&rine of Hud without a ‘iftinc- nions, were of Nifibin, or of Yaman, 
tion of fex, age, or degree; and en- or of Ninive ; and in number nine, 
urelv deftroyed their pofleffions. See or feven. Yhey heard Mohammed 
the Prelim. Difc. feét. I. p, 8. and reading the Koran by night, or af, 
the notes tochap. 7. p. 198. ter the morning prayer, in the val~ 

‘ The cities which were round ley of al Nakhlah, during the time 
bout you.]—As. the fettlements of of his retreat to al Tayef, and be- 
tae Thamudites, Midianites, and Heved on him (1). 





1) Wem, Jarraro’ppin, 
turn > 
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turn afide unto thee, that they might hear the Koran: 
and when they were prefent at the reading of the fame, 
they faid to one another, Give ear: and when it was 
ended, they returned back unto their people, preach- 
ing what they had heard. They faid, Our people, 
verily we have heard a book read-unto. us, which hath 


“been revealed fince Moses”, confirming the {cripture 


which was delivered before it; and direéting unto’ the 
truth, and the right way. Our people, obey Gon’s 
preacher : and believe in him ; that he may forgive 
you your fins, and may deliver you from a painful 
punifhment. And whoever obeyeth not. Gon's 
preacher, {hall by no means fruftrate Gon’s vengeance 
on earth; neither fhall he have any proteflor befides 
him. ‘Thefe will be in-a manifeft error. Do they 
not know that Gop, who hath created the heavens 
and the earth, and was not fatigued with the creation 
thereof, is able to raife the dead to life? Yea verily : 
for he is almighty. On a certain day the unbelievers 
fhall be expofed unto hell-fire ; and it fhall be faid un- 
to them, Is not this really come to pais? They fhall 
an{wer, Yea, by our Lonp. GOD hhall reply, Tafte, 
therefore, the punifhment. of hell, for that ye have 
been unbelievers. Do-thou, O prophet,. bear the in- 
{ults of thy people with patience, as our apoftles, who ' 
were endued with conftancy, bare the injuries of their 


_ people ; and require not their punifhment to be haftened 


unto them, On the day whereon they shall fee the 
punifhment wherewith they have been threatened, it 
{hall feem as though they had tarried in the world but 
an hour of a day. This isa fair warning. Shall any : 
perith except the people who tranfgrefs ? 


~ A bookwhich hath been reveal- fore their converfion to Mohamme- 
ed fince Méles.J—Hence the com- ifm, to have been of the Jewith 
pientators fuppole thofe genii, be- religion, 


Aad CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 
Intitled, Mouamnen’; revealed at Mepina’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


G 


from the way of Gon: 


OD will render of none effe&t the works of 
thofe who believe not, and who turn away men 
but as to thofe who believe, 


and work righteoufnefs, 
which hath been fent dow 


and believe in the revelation 


a unto Monammen, (for 


it is the truth from their Lorp) he will expiate their 


evil deeds from them, 

aright. This will he do, 
not follow vanity, 
follow the truth 


from their Lorp. 
poundeth unto men. their examples. 


and will difpofe. their heart 
becaufe thofe who believe 
and becaufe thofe who believe 


Thus Gop pro- 
When ye en- 


counter the unbelievers, ftrike off their heads, until 
laughter ‘among: them ; and ' 


ye have. made a great ‘fl 
bind them in bonds: and 
miffion afterwards, or 
thall have laid down its a 
Verily if Gop pleated, he 
them without your affiftanc 
to fight his battles, that he 


» Some intitle this chapter War 2 
which is therein commanded to be 
vigoroufly carried on againft the 
enemies of the Mohammedan faith. 

¥ Some fuppofe the whole to 
have heen revealed at Mecca. 

* When ye encounter the unbe- 
lievers, ftrike off their heads, fale 
This law the Hanifites judge to be 
abrogated, or to relate particularly 
to the war of Bedr; for the feverity 
here commanded, which was nen 
ceffary in the beginning of Méham- 
medifm {1}, they think too rigorous 
to be put in pra@tice in its fourith- 


‘4) See chap. 8. p. 095, 


ae Pp and 235. 
dsert. de Jure militari 


Mohammedanor 


either give them a free dif. 


exaét a ranfom; until the war 


ts’. This fhall ye do: 
could take vengeance on 
e; buthe commandeth you 
may prove the &ne of you 


ing flate. But the Perfians, and 
ome others, hold the command to 
be fill in full force : for, according 
to them, all the men of full age, 
who are takenin Battle, are to be 
flain, unlefs_ they embrace the Mo. 
hammedan faith ; and thofe who fall 
into the hands of the Moflems after 
the battle, are not to be flain, but 
may either be fet at liberty gratts, 
oron payment of a certain’ rane 
fom, or may be exchanged for Mo- 

+ hammedan prifoness, ot condemned 
to flavery, at the pleafure of the 
Imam or prince (2). 


(2) Al Brrpaw1, V. Rezann. 
P32. 
by 
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by the other. And as to thofe who fight? in defence 
of Gon’s true réligion, GOD will not fuffer their 
works to perifh: he will guide them, and will dif- 
pole their heart aright; and he will lead them into 
paradife, of which’ he hath told them. O true be- 
levers, if ye affilt Gon, by fighting for his religion, 
he will affift you againft your enemies ; and he will fet 
your feet faft: but as for the infidels, let them perifh ; 
and their works fhall GOD render vain. This fhall 
befal them, becaufe they have rejeéted with abhorrence 
that which Con hath revealed: wherefore their works 
fhall become of no avail. Do they not travel through 
the earth, and fee what hath been the end of thofe 
who were before them? Gop utterly deftroyed them:' 
and the like cataftrophe awaiteth the unbelievers.. 
This fhall come to pafs, for that Gop is the patron of 
the true believers, and for that the infidels have no 
protettor. Verily Gon will introduce thofe who be- 
lieve, and do good works, into gasdens beneath 
which rivers flow: but the unbelievers indulge them- 
felves.in-pleafures, and eat as beaits eat; and their 
abode fhall be hell-fire. How many cities were more 
mighty in ftrength than thy city which hath expelled 
thee ; yet have we deftroyed them, and there was. 
none to help them? Shall he therefore, who fol. 
loweth the plain declaration of his Lorn, be as he 
whofe evil works have been dreffed up for him by the 
devil ; and who follow their own lufts? The detcrip- 
tion of paradife, which is promifed unto the pious: 
thercin are rivers of incorruptible water; and rivers 
of milk, the tafte whereof changeth not; and rivers 
of wine, pleafant unto thofe who drink ; and rivers 
of clarified honey : and therein fhall they have plenty 
of all kinds of fruits; and pardon from their Lorn. 
Shall the men for whom thefe things are prepared, be as 
they who muft dwell for ever in hell-fire; and will have 
the boiling water given them to drink, which fhall 
_ > Who fight, &c.]—Some copies, fhould be rendered, who are flain, 
inftead of katilu, read kitilu; ac- or fuffer martyrdom, &c. 

cording to which latter reading it 


burft 
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ourft their bowels ? OF the unbelievers there arc fome 
who give ear.unto thee, until, when they go out 
from thee, they fay, by way of derifion, unto thofe to 
whom knowledge hath been given*, What hath he 
faid now? Thele are they whole hearts Gon hath 
fealed up, and who follow their own lufts: but as 
«9 thofe who are diretted, GOD will grant them a 
more ample dire€tion, and he will inftruct them what 
to avoid’, Do the infidels wait for any other than 
the laft-hour, that it may come upon them fuddenly ? 
Some figns thereof are already come‘: and when it 
fhall actually overtake them, how can they then re- 
ceive admonition ? Know, therefore, that there is no 
fgod but Gop: and afk pardon for thy fin’, and for 
ithe true believers both men and women. Gop 
knoweth your bufy employment in the world, and the 
place of your abode hereafter. The true believers 
fay, Hath not a Sura been revealed commanding war 
againft the infidels? But when a Sura without any 
ambiguity is revealed, and war is mentioned therein, 
thou mayeft {ee thofe in whofe hearts is an infimmjty 5 
look towards thee with the look of one whom death 
overfhadoweth. But obedience would be more eligi- 
ible for them, and to fpeak that which is convenient. 
And when the command is firmly eftablithed, if they 
give credit unto Gop, it will be better for them. 


Cuar. 47: 


> Thofe to whom knowledge hath 
been given. J—i. ¢. The more learn- 
ed of Mohammed's companions ; 


fich as Ebn Mafid, and Ebn Abbas 


Mohammed here and elfewhere {3} 
acknowledges himfelf to be a finner, 
yet feveral Mohammedan doftors 
pretend he was wholly, free from 
fin, and fuppofe he is here com- 


1). 

© And_he will inftw& them what 
16 avoid.]—Or, as the words may 
alfo be tranflated. and he will re 
ward thern for their piety. 

* Some figns thereof are already 
some, ]—As the miffion of Moham- 
incd, the fplitting of the moon, and 
the fmoke fe} mentioned in the 
chapter. 


os Ak pardon for thy fis.]-Though 








1} JatLare’ppiN, (2) 
A op. 38a, 





Idem, Al Brtpawn. 
{4} JALLaro’potn, 


manded to afk forgivenefs, not that 
he wanted it, but that he might fet 
an example to his followers : where- 
fore he ufed to fay of himfelf, if the 
tradition be true, I afk pardon of Gon 
ia hnndred times a day (4). 
* An infirmity.J—As hypocrify, 
owardice, or inftability in their 
weligion. 


£3) See 


Were 
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Were ye ready therefore, if ye had been put in au- 
thority, to commit outrages in the earth, and to 
violate your tics of blood? Thefe are they whom Gop 
bath curfed, and hath rendered deaf, and whofe cyes 
he hath blinded. Do they not therefore attentively 
meditate on the Koran? Are there locks upon their 
hearts? Verily they who turn their backs, after the 
true dire@lion is made manifzit unto them; Satan 
fhall prepare their wickednefs for them, and GOD 
{hall bear with them for a time. This fhall befal 
them, becaufe they fay privately unto thofe who deteft 
what Gop hath revealed, We will obey you in part 
of the matter. But Goo knoweth their fecrets. 
How therefore will it be with them, when the angels 
{hall caufe them to dic, and fhall ftrike their faces, 
and their backs‘? This fhall they fuffer, becaufe they 
follow that which provoketh Gop to wrath, and are 
averfe to what is well-pleafing unto him: and he 
will render their works vain. Do they in whofe 
hearts is an infirmity, imagine that Goo will not 
bring their malice to light? If we pleafed, we could 
furely fhew them unto thee, and thou fhouldeft know 
them by their marks ; but thou fhalt certainly know 
them by their perverfe pronunciation of their words. 
Gop knoweth your attions: and we will try you, 
until we know thofe among you who fight valiantly, 
and who perfevere with conftancy; and we will ty 
the reports of your behaviour. Verily thofe who 
believe not, and turn away men from the way of 
Gop, and make oppofition againft the apoftle*, af: 


Cuap. 47- 


8 If ye had been put in authority. J 
Or, asthe words may alfo be tran- 
flated, If ye had turned back, and 
apoftatized from your faith. 

& We will obey you in part of the 
matter.J—i. ¢. In part, of what ye 
defire of us; by ftaying at home 
and not going forth with Moham- 
med to war, and by private combi- 
nation agatnft bim (1). 


(:) AlBerpaws 


(2} Al Berpawi. 


3 When the angels fhall caufe them. 
to die, &c.]—Thele words are fup- 
pofed to dilude to the examination 
of he eee or pot oa 
. jo make oppofition again 
the apofile.]—‘Thefe were the tribes 
of Korcidha and al Nadir; er thofe 
who diffributed provifion to the 
army of the Koreith at Bedr (2). 


See chap. 8. p. 299. not. }. 
ter 
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ier the divine dire@ion hath been manifefted unto 
them, fhall not hurt Gop at all; but he fhali make 
their works to perifh. O true believers, obey Gon; 
and obey the apoftle: and render not your works of 
no effe€t. Verily thofe who believe not, and who 
turn away men from the way of Gop, and then die, 
being unbelievers, Gon will by no means forgive. 
Faint not therefore, neither invite your enemies to 
peace, while ye are the fuperior: for Gop is with 
you, and will not defraud you of the merit of your 
works. Verily this prefent life is only a play and a 
vain amufement: but if ye believe, and fear GOD, 
he will give you your rewards. He doth not require 
of you your whole fubftance : if he fhould require 
the whole of you, and carnefily prefs you, ye would 
become niggardly, and it would raife_your hatred 
againit his apoftle. Behold, ye are thofé who are in- 
. Vited to expend part of your fubftance for the fupport 
lof Gon’s true religion ; and there are fome of you 
‘who are niggardly. But. whoever fhall be niggardly, 
fhall be niggardly towards his own foul: for Gop 
wanteth nothing, but ye are needy : and if ye turn 
back, he will fubftitute another people in your ftead, 
‘who fhall not-be like unto you}, 


"He will fubfitate another people being a tradition that Mohammed, 
in your ftead, who fhail not be like being afked what people they were, 
unto you.]—i. e. In backwardnefs ata time when Salman was fitting 
and averfion to the Propagation of by him, clap) his hand on his 
the faith. The people here defign- thigh, and faid, This man and his 
ed to be put in the Place of thefe nation. Others, however, are of 
lukewarm Moflems, are generally opinion the Anfars, or the angels, 
Sappofed to be the Perfians ; there are intended in this place (1), 


(1) Idem, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 
Intitled, The Viétory; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we have granted thee a manifeft vic- 

tory™: that Gop may forgive thee* thy pre- 
ceding and thy fubfequent fin*, and may complete his 
favour on thee, and direét thee in the nght way ; and 
that Gop may affift thee with a glorious affiftance. 
tis he who fendeth down fecure tranquillity into 
the hearts of the true believers, that they may in- 
creafe in faith, beyond their former faith: (the hofts 
of heaven and earth are Gon’s; and Gon is knowing 
and wife) that he may lead the true believers of both 
{exes into gardens bencath which rivers flow, to 
dwell therein for ever; and may expiate their evil 
deeds from them: (this will be great felicity with 


™ We have granted thee a mani- 
felt, viory.J—This viory, from 
which the chapter takes its tide, ac- 
cording to the moft received inter- 
pretation, was the taking of the city 
of Mecca, The patlage is faid to 
have been revealed on Mohammed’s 
return from the expedition of al Ho- 
Geibiya, and contains a promife or 
prediftion of this fignal fucecls, 
which happened not nll two years 
after; the preterit tenfe being there- 

in ufed, according to the prophetic 
fiyle, for the future (1). 

There are fome, notwithfanding, 
who fuppofe the advantage here in- 
tended, was the pacification of al 
Hodeibiya, which is here called a 
vittory, becaufe the Meccans fued 
for peace, and made a truce there 
with Mohammed, their breaking of 
which eccationed the taking of 
Mecca. Others think the conqueft 


(1) Al Zamaxu. Al Berpawr, &c. 


of Khaibar, or the vidtory over the 
Greeks at Mita, &c. to be meant in 
this place. 

» ‘That Gop may forgive thee. }—- 
That is to fay, That Goo may give 
thee an opportunity of deferving for- 
givenefs by eradicating of idolatry, and 
exalting his true rcligion, and the de~ 
livering of the weak from the hands 
of the ungodly, &c. 

° Thy preceding and fubfequent 
fin.]—i. e. Whatever thou haft done 
worthy reprehenfion; or, thy fins 
committed as well in the time of 
ignorance, as fince. Some expound 
the words more particularly; and 
fay the preceding or former fault, 
was his lying with his handmaid 
Masy (2), contrary to his oath; and 
the latter, his marrying of Zeinah 
(3), the wife of Zeid his adopted 
foa (4). 


(2) See chap. 66. and the notes 


thereon. (3) See chap. 33. and the notes thereon. (4) Al Zamaxn. 


Goo} 


At KORAN, 


Gon) and that he may punifh the hypocritical men, 
and the hypocritical women,-and the idolaters, and 
the idolatretfes, who conceive an ill opinion of Gon. 
They {hall experience a turn of evil fortune; and 
Goo fhall be angry with them, and fhall curfe them, 
and hath prepared hell for them; an ill journey fhall 
it be thither? Unto Gop belong the hofts of heaven 
and earth; and Gop is mighty and wife. Verily we 
have fent thee to be a witnefs, and a bearer of good 
udings, and a denouncer of threats; that ye mat 
believe in Gop, and his apoftle; and may affift him, 
and revere him, and praife him morning and even- 
ing. Verily they who fwear fealty? unto thee, fwear 
fealty unto Goo: the hand of Gop is over their 
hands’. Whoever fhall Violate his oath, will violate 
the fame to the hurt only of his own foul: but who- 
ever fhall perform that which he hath covenanted 
with Gop, he will furely give him a great reward, 
The Arass of the defert who were left behind’, 
will fay unto thee, Our fubftance and our familics 
employed us, fo that we went not forth with thee to 
war; wherefore efk pardon for us, ‘They {peak that 
with their tongues, which is not in. their hearts, 
Anfwer, Who fhall be able to obtain for you any 
thing from Gop to the contrary, if he is pleafed to 
afflict you, or is pleafed to be gracious unto you? 
Yea verily, Gov is well acquainted with that which 
ye do. Truly ye imagined that the apoftle and the 
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® Swear fealty. J-The original word 
fignifies publicly to acknowledge or 
inaugurate a prince, by fwearing 
fidelity and obedience to him. 
& The hand of Goo is over their 
hands. ]——That is, He beholdeth 
from above, and is witnels to the 
folemnity of your giving your faith 
to his apoftle; and will reward you 
for it(2}. The expreffion alludes to 
the manner of their plighting their 
afatth on thefe occafions. 
“*Ehe Arabs of the defert who 


(1) Jatraro’onin, 


were left behind. ]—Thefe were the 
tribes of Aflam, Joheinah, Mozci- 
nah, and Ghifir, who being fummon- 
ed to attend Mohammed in che ex- 
pedition of al Hodcibiya, Maid be- 
hind, and. excufed themfelves by 
faying their families muft fuffer in 
their abfence, and would be roboed 
of the litle they had, (for thefe 
tribes were of the poorer Arabs ;} 
whereas in reality they wanted firm- 
nefs in the faith, and courage to face 
the Koreifh (2). 


(2} Idem, Al Betoawi. | 


true 
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true believers would never return to their families ; 
and this was prepared in your hearts: but ye ima- 
gined an cvil imagination; and ye are a corrupt peo- 
ple. Whofo believeth not in Gop and his apoltle, 
verily we have prepared burning fire for the unbe- 
lievers. Unto Gon belongeth the kingdom of heaven 
and earth: he forgiveth whem he pleafeth, and he 
punifheth whom he pleafeth; and Gop is inclined to 
forgive, and merciful. Thole who were left behind 
will fay, when ye go forth to take the fpoil*, Suffer 
us to follow you. ‘They feek to change the word of 
Gop’ Say, Ye fhall by no means follow us: thus 
hath Gop faid heretofore. They will reply, Nays 
ye envy us a fhare of the booty. But they are men 
of {mall underftanding. Say unto the Arass of the 
defert who were left behind, Ye fhall be called forth, 
againft a mighty and a warlike nation*: ye fhall 
fight againft them, or they fhall profefs Isvam. If 
ye obey, Gop will give you a glorious reward: but 
if ye turn back, as ye turned back heretofore, he 
will chaftife you with a. grievous chaftifement. It 
fhall be no crime in the blind, neither fhall it be a 
crime in the lame, neither fhall it be a crime in the 


s When ye go forth to take the 
Spoi!.J—viz. In the expedition of 
Khaibar. The prophet returned 
from ai Hodeibiva in Dhu’lhajja, in 
the oth year of the Hejra, and ftaid 
ac Medina the remainder of that 
month and the beginning of Mohar- 
ram, and then fet forward againft the 
Jews of Khaibar, with thofe only 
who had attended him to al_ Hodei- 
biya; and having made himfelf mal 
ter of the place, and all the caltles 
and ftrong holds in that territory (1), 
took {poils to a great value, which 
he divided ainong them who were 
prefent at that expedition, and none 
elfe (2). , 

© The word of Gon.J—Which 
was his promife to thoie who at- 
‘tended the prophet to al Hodeibiya, 


160, (4) Al Barpawt 


(x) V. Asu’sr. Vit. Moh. p. 87, &e. 
(5) Ider, 


that he would make them amends 
for their miffing of the plunder of 
Mecca at that time, by giving them 
that of Khaibar in licu thereof. Some 
think the word here intended to be 
that paffage in the gth chapter (3), 
Ye fhall not go forth with me for he 
future, &c. which yet was plainly 
revealed Jong after the taking of 
Khaibar, on occafion of the expedi- 
tion of Tabuc (4). 

* A mighty and warlike nation.]- 
‘Thefe were Baqu Honeifa, who in- 
habited al Yamama, and were the 
followers of Mofcilama, Moham- 
med’s*competitor; or any other of 
thofe tribes which apoftatized from 
Mohammedilm (5); or, as others 
yather fuppofe, the Perfians, or the 
Greeks (5). 





(2) At bawr. (3) Pag. 


+ [atiarc’pping 


fick, 
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fick, if they go not forth to war: and whofo fhall 
obey Gop and his apoftle, he fhall lead him into gar- 
dens beneath which rivers flow; but whofo fhall turn 
back, he fhall chaftife him with a grievous chattife- 
ment. Now Gop was well pleafed with the true be- 
lievers, when they fware fidelity unto thee under the 
tree*; and he knew that which was in their hearts: 
wherefore he fent down on them tranquillity of mind *, 
and rewarded them with a fpeedy victory *, and many 
{poils which they took : for Gop is mighty and wife. 
Gop promifed you many fpoils which ye.fhould take; 
but he gave you thefe. by way of earneft: and he re- 
{trained the hands of men from you’: that the fame 
may be a fign unto the true believers; and that he 
may guide you into the right way. And he alfo pro- 
mifeth you other {poils, which ye have not yet been 
able to take: but now hath Gop encompaffed them 
for you; and Gop is almighty. If the unbelieving 
Meccans had fought againft you, verily they had 
turned their backs; and they would not have found 
a patron or protettor: according to the ordinance of 
Gov, which hath been put in execution heretofore 
againft oppofers of the prophets ; for thou fhalt not find 
any change in the ordinance of Gop. It was he who 
reftrained their hands from you, and your hands 
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« When they fware fidelity unto 
thee under the tree. ]-—-Mohammed, 
when at al Hodeibiya, fent Jawwas 
Ebn Omeyya the Khozaite, to ac- 
quaint the Meccans that he was come 
with a peaceable intention, tovilit the 
temple; but they, on fome jealoafy 
conceived, refufing to admit him, 
the prophet fentOthman Ebn Affan, 
whom they imprifongd, and a report 
yan that he was flain: whereupon 
Mohammed called his men about 
him, and they took an oath Yo be 
faithful to him, even to death: dur- 
ing which ceremony he fat under a 
tree, fuppofed by fome to have been 


{1) Idem, Al Bzrpawi. V.Asou’er. vit. Moh. p. 86, 
(3) AlBerpawi. 


not. ad cap. 2. p. 46, 


an Egyptian thorn, and by others a 
kind of lote-tree (1). 

* Tranquillity of mind. ]-The ori- 
ginal word is Sakinat, of which no- 
tice has been taken elfewhere (2). 

y¥ A fpeedy viGory,]—Nainely, 
the fuccels at Khaibar; or; as fome 
rather imagine, the taking of Mecca, 


Ce 

= And he reftrained the hands of 
men from you. ] —i. e. The hands of 
thofe of Khaibar, or of their fiic- 
ceffors of the tribes of Afad and 
Ghatfan; or of the inhabitants of 
Mecca, by the pacification of al Ho- 
deibiya (3). 


(2) Ip 


from 
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from them, in the valley of Mecca; after that he 
tad given you the victory over them?: and Gop 
faw that which ye did. Thefe are they who believed 
not, and hindered you from vifiting the holy temple, 
and alfo hindered the offering being detained, that it 
thould not arrive at the place where it ought to be 
ficrificed®. Had it not been that ye might have 
trampled on divers true believers, both men and wo- 
‘men, whom ye knew not, being promifcuoufly affem- 
bled with the infidels, and that a crime might therefore 
have lighted on you on their account, without your 
knowledge, he had not reftrained your hands fromthem: 
but this was done, that Gov might lead whom he 
pleafeth into his mercy. if they had been diftin- 
guifhed from one another, we had furely chaftifed 
{ach of them as believed not, with a fevere chaftife- 
ment. When the unbelievers had put in their hearts 
an affected precifencts, the precifenefs of ignorance, 
and Gop fent down his tranquillity on his apoftle and 


Cap, 48. 


on the true believers * ; 


© Tfe refrained their hands from 
you, «nd your hands from them, &c.] 
—Jallalo’ddin faysy that fourfcore of 
the infidels came privately to Mo- 
hammed’s camp at al Hodeibiya, 
with an intent to farprife fome of his 
men, but were taken and brought 
before the prophet ; who pardoned 
them, and ordered them to be fet 
at liberty ; and this_ generous aétion 
was the occaGion of the truce ftrack 
up by the Koreifh with Mohammed ; 
for thereupon they fent Sohail Ebn 
‘Amru and fome others, (and not 
‘Arwa Ebn Mafud, as 1s faid, by 
miflake, in another place (1); for 
his errand was an actual defiance) 
to treat of peace. 

Al Beidawi explains the paffage 
by another ftory: telling us, that 
Acyema Ebn Abi Jali marching from 
Mecca at the head of five hundred 
men to al Hodeibiya, Mohammed 
fent agdinft him Khaled Ebn al Wa- 
lid, with a detachment, who drove 


and firmly fixed in them the 


word 


the infidels back to the innermoft 
part of Mecca, (as the word here 
tranflated valley properly fignifies) 
and then left them out of refpe& to 
the place. 

> “And hindered the offering being 
detained, that it fhould not arrive at 
the place where it ought to be facri- 
ficed.] —Mohammed’s intent, in the 
expedition of al Hodeibiya, being 
only to vifit the temple of Mecca in 
a peaceable manner, and to offer a 
facrifice in the valley of Mina, ac~ 
cording to the eftablithed rites, he 
carried beafts with him for that 
porpofe; but was not permitted by 
the Koreifh eithey to enter the tem~ 
ple, or to goto Mina. 

© When the unbelievers had putin 
their h€arts an effe&ted precifenefs, 
&c.J—This paffage was occafioned 
by the fiiffnefs of Sohail and his 
companions, in wording the treaty 
concluded with Mohammed: for 
when the prophet ordered Ali t@ 


aceatttbe tc anes, 2 See 


386 
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word of picty*, and they were the moft worthy of 
the fame, and the molt deferving thereof: for Goo 


knoweth all things. 


Now hath Gop» in truth veris 


fied unto his apofile the vifion*, wherein he faid, Ye 
fhall furely enter the holy temple of Mecca, if Gop 
pleafe, in’ full fecurity ; having your heads fhaved, 
ind your hair cut‘: ye fhall not fear: for GOD 
knoweth that which ye know not; and he hath ap- 
pointed you, befides this, a {fpecdy victory % It is 
he who hath fent his apoftle with the direfion, and 
‘the religion of truth; that he imay exalt the fame 
above every religion: and Gop is a fulficient witnefs 


begin with the form, In the name of 
the moil merciful Gon, ticy object= 
ot, and mGfled thathe thould 
in with this, In thy name, O 
ov; which Mohammed fabmitted 
to, and procecded to dittete, Thefe 
are the conditions on which Mobam- 
med the apoltle of Goo has made 
peace with thofe of Mecca: to this 
Sohail again objefted, faying, If 
we had acknowledged thee to be the 
apoftle of Geo we had not z 
TAG. rr 
















as 
Nohail defived, Vhefe are the condi- 
tions which Mohammed the fon of 
Abda'ilah, &e. But the Mofiems 
were fo diigatted thereat, that they 
were on the point of breaking iY 











th: weaty, and had fallen ow the 
Meccans, had not Gow appealed 
and calmed their minds; as it fol- 





dows inthe text (1). 
he terms of this pacification 
e, that there fhould be a truce 
3 that any pe! 
Ie CE . 





G! AlBsinawr. V. Aav'rr. vit. Moh.p. 8. 


Mohamined the apoftle of Gon, 
which were rejeticd by the infidels. 

* The vifion.]—Or dream which 
Mohammed had at Medina, befors 
he fet out for al Hodcibiya ; wherein 
ke dreamed, that he and his com- 
panions entered Mecca in fecurity, 
with their beads thaven, and their 
hair cut. This dream, being im- 
pared by the prophet to his foh. 
lowers, occafioned a great deal of 
jov among them; and they fup- 

fod it would be fulfilled that fame 
but when they {aw the tice 
ided, which “fruftrated their 
expectation for that time, they were 
Jecply concerned ; whercupon this 
paiiage was reveaied for their con- 
folation, coufirming the vifion, 
which was not to be fulfilled till 
the year after, when Mohammed 
performedthe vifitation diltinguith. 
ed by the addition of al Kadi, or 
aufe he then com- 
n on of the former 
year, when the Koreifh not permit- 
him to enter Mecca, he was 
to kill his viétims, and to 
2 elt at al Hodeibiya (3). . 
f Having we hexds fhaved, and 
your hair cut.J—i. Sorc bein: 
fhaved, and others } ng onl thee 
hair cet. 

A fpcedy viftory.J—viz. The 

taking of Khabar, 























{?) Iidem, 


2 Al Besoaws, Jansazo’ootn. V. Asu’ce. vit. Moh, p. 84, 87. 


hereof, 
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hereof. Monammep is the apoftle of Gop: and’ 
thofe who are with him are fierce againft the unbe-, 
lievers, but compaffionate towards one another. 
“Thou mayelt fee them bowing down, proftrate, 
fecking a recompenfe from Gon, and his good will. 
“Their figns are in their faces, being marks of fre- 
quent proftration. This is their defcription in the 
pentateuch, and their defcription in the gofpel: 
they are as feed which putteth forth its ftalk, and 
ftrengtheneth it, and fwelleth in the car, and rifeth 
upon its ftem; giving dclight unto the fower. Such 
are the Mofleins defcribed to be: that the infidels may 
{well with indignation at them. Gon hath promifed 
unto fuch of them as believe, and do good works, 
pardon and a great reward. 





CHAP. XLIX. 


Intitled, The inner Apartments; revealed at 
MeEpina. 


In the name of the moft merciful'Gop. 


True believers, anticipate not any matter in the 

fight of Gop and his apoftle*: and fear Gon ; 
for Gov both hearcth and knoweth. O true believers, 
raife not your voices above the voice of the pro- 
phet‘; neither {peak loud unto him in difcourfe, as 
ye fpeak loud unto one another, }eft your works be- 
come vain, and ye perceive it not. Verily the 
who lower their voices in the prefence of the apoftle 
of Gon, are thofe whofe hearts Gop hath difpofed 

4 2 


\ A 
» Anticipate not any matter, &c.]  difpute between Abu Beer and O- 
—That is, Do not prefume to give mar, @oncerning the appointing of a 
vour own decifion in any cafe, be- governor of a certain place; in 
‘are ye have received the judgment which they taifed their voices fo 
-of Gon and his apoftle. high, in the prefence of the apoflle, 
+ Raife not your voices above the that it was thought proper to forbid 
voice of the prophct.J—This verfe fuch indecencies for the future (1). 
3s faid to have been occafioned by 2 
{1) Javrato’ppin, 


Bbe untae 
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unto piety: they fhall obtain pardon and a great 
reward. As to thofe who call unto thee from with 
out the inner apartments*; the greater part of them, 
do not underltand the refpe& duc to thee. If they 
wait with patience. until thou come forth unto them, 
it will certainly be better for them: but Gop is in- 
clined to forgive, and merciful. O true believers, if 
a wicked man come unto you with a tale, inquire 
itri€ily into the truth thereof; left ye hurt people 
through ignorance, and afterwards repent of what 
ye have donc’: and know that the apoftle of Gop is 
among you: if he fhould obey you in many things, , 
ye would certainly be guilty of a crime, in leading 
him intoa miftake. But Gop hath made the faith 
amiable unto you, and hath prepared the fame in 
your hearts; and hath rendered infidelity, and ini- 
quity, and difobedience hateful unto you.  Thefe 
are they who walk in the right way ; through mercy 
from Gop, and grace: and Gop is knowing, and 
wife. If two parties of the believersycontend with 
one another, do ye endeavour to compofe the matter - 
between them: and if the one of them offer an infult 
unto the other, fight again{t that party which offered 
the infult, until they return unto the judgment of 
Gop; and if they do return, make peace between 
them with equity: and a€ with juftice; for Gon 


* Thofe who call unto thee from = Moftalek, when he faw them come 


“ without the inner apartments, &c. j- 
Thefe, they fav, were Oyeyna Ebn 
Hofein, and al Akra Ebn Habes; 
who wanting to {peak with Moham- 
med, when he was fleeping at noon 
in his womeu’s apartment, had the 
radenefs to call out feveral times, 
Mohammed, come forth tous (1), 

! Ifa wicked man come unto you 
with a tale, &c.J—This paflage was 
occafioned, ft is faid, by the fol- 

lowing accident. Al Walid Ebn Ok- 

ba being fent by Mohammed to col- 
4° the alms from the tribe of al 


ft) AlBarwawr. 


out to meet him in great numbers, 
grew apprehenfive they defigned him 
fome mifchief, becaufe of pa enmi- 
ty between him and them in the time 
of ignorance, and immediately turn- 
ed back, and told the prophet they 
sefufed to pay their alms, and ate 
tempted to kill him; upon which” 
Mohammed was thinking to reduce 
them by force : but on fending Kha- 
Jed Ebn al Walid to them, he found 
his former meffenger had wronged 
them, and that they continued in 
their obedience (2). - 


{2) Idem, Jaurau 
loveth 
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loveth thofe who a& juftly". Verily the trué be-; 
lievers are brethren: wherefore reconcile your bre-: 
:thren; and fear Gop, that ye may obtain mercy. 
O true believers, let not men Jaugh other men to 
fcorn; who peradventure may be better than them- 
felves: neither let women laugh other women to 
fcorn; who may poffibly be better than them- 
felves. Neither defame one another; nor call one 
another by opprobrious appellations. An ill name it is 
to be charged with wickednefs, after having embraced 
‘the faith: and whofo repenteth not, they will be the 
unjuft doers". O true believers, carefully avoid 
entertaining a fufpicion of another: for fome fufpici- 
ons are a crime. Inquire not too curioufly into other 
men’s failings : neither let the one of you fpeak ill of 
another in his abfencc. Would any of you defire 
to eat the ficth of his dead brother? Surely ye would 
abhor it. And fear Gon : for Gop is eafy to be re- 
conciled, and merciful. O men, verily we have 
“created you of a male and a female; and we have 
diftributcd you into nations, and tribes, that ye 
might know one another. Verily_the moft honoura- 
ble of you, in the fight of Gon, is the moft pious of 
you: and Gop is wife and knowing. The Arans 
of the defer’ fay, We believe, Anfwer, Ye do by 

no 


™ If two parties of the believers 
conténd, &c.}—This verfe is fuppo- 
fed to have been occafioned by a fray, 
which happened between the tribes 
of al Aws and al Khazraj. Some 
relate, that the prophet one day 
riding on an als, as he pafled near 
 Abda'llah Ebn Obba, the afs chanced 
to ftate, at which Ebn Obba ftopped 
his nofe; and Ebn Rawaha faid to 
him, By Gon, the pifs of his als 
finells fweeter than thy mufk: where- 
upon a quarrel enfued between their 
«followers, and they came to blows, 
though they ftruck one another anly 
with their hands and flippers, or 
with palm-branches (1). 


Bb3 


{1} lidem, 
in, &e, 


» Neither let women laugh other 
women to fcorn, Be. jolt is faid, that 
this verfe was revealed on account 
of Safiya Bint Hoyai, one of the pro~ 
phet’s wives; who came to her 
hufband and complained that the 
women faid to her, O thou Jewels, - 
the daughter ofa Jew andof a Jewels: 
to which he arfwered, Canft thou 
not fay, Aaron is my father, and 
Mofeais my uncle, and Mohammed 
is my hufband (2)? 

© The Arabs of the defert, &c.}- 
Thefe were certain of the tribe of 
Afad, whocame to Medina in a year 
of fcarcity, and having profeffed 
Mohammedifm, told the prophet tbat 
they 


(2) Al Burnaws, See Prid. Life of Moham. pe 
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no means believe; but: fay, We have embracec 
Isnam?: forthe faith hath not yet entered into your 
hearts. Ifye obey Gop and his apoftle, he will not 
defraud you of any part of the merit of your works ; 
for Gon is inclined to forgive, and merciful. Verily 
the true believers are thofe only who believe in Gop 
and his apoftle, and afterwards doubt not; and who 
employ their fubftance and their perfons in the de- 
fence of Gon’s true religion: ihele are they who 
{peak fincerely. Say, Will yc inform Gop concern- 
ing your religion?? But Gop knoweth whatever is 
in heaven and in earth: for Gop is omnifcient. 
They upbraid thee that they have embraced Istam. 
Anfwer, Upbraid me not with your having em. 
braced Istam: rather Gop upbraideth you, that he 
hath direéted you to the faith'; if ye {peak fincerely. 

: Verily Gov knoweth the fecrets of heaven and earth; 
and Gop beholdeth that which ye do. 


Cua. 49. 


they had brought all their goods 
and their families, and would pot your religion ?J—i. e. Will ye pree 
oppofe him, as fume tibes hud tend to deceive him, by faying ye are 
done: and this they faid to ¢ 1 true believers ? : 

apart of the alms, and to upbraid * Gon _upbraideth you, that he 


* Will ye inform Gon concerning 








him with their having embraced his 
religion and party (1). 

® Anfwer, Yodo by no means be- 
Heves_but fay, We have embraced 
Mam. }—That is, Ye ave not fincere 
believers, but outward  profeffors 
enly of the true religion, 


hath direled you to the faith. J-The 
obligation being not on Goo's fide, 
but on yours, for that he has fa- 
youred you fo far as to guide you 
into the true faith, if ye are fincere 
believers. 


1) Idem. 


CHAP, 
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C H A P. 


Intitled, K; revealed at Mecca. 


L. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


K * By the glorious Koran: verily they won- 
e der that a preacher from among themlelves is 
come unto them; and the unbelievers fay, This is a 
wonderful thing: after we fhall be dead, and be- 
come duft, fhall we return to life? This is a. return 
remote from thought. Now we know what the 
earth confumeth of them; and with us is.a book 
which keepeth an account thereof. But they charge 
falfchood on the truth, after it hath come unto them: 
wherefore they are plunged in a confufed bufinefs +. 
Do they not look up to the heaven above them, and 
confider how we have raifed it, and adorned it ; and 
that there are no flaws therein? We have alfo fpread 
forth the earth, and thrown thereon mountains firmly 
rooted": and we caufe every beautiful kind of vege- 
tables to {pring up therein; fof a fubje€t of medita- 
tion, and an admonition unto every man who turneth 
unto us. And we fend down rain as a bleffing from 
heaven, whereby we caufe gardens to fpring forth, 
and the grain of harveft, and tall palm-trees having 
branches laden with dates hanging one above another, 
as a provifion for mankind; and we thereby quicken 
a dead country: fo fhall be the coming forth of the 


* Some imagine that this letter is 
defigned to exprefs the mountain 
Kf, which feveral eaflern writers 
fancy encompaffes the whole world 
(1). Others fay it ftands for Kada 
al anir, i.c. The matter is decreed, 
viz. the chaftifement of the infidels. 
See the Prelim. ye. fe&, HI. p. 
78, &e. 





(1) V. D’Heasen. Bibl, Orient. Art. Caf. 
Bb4 


Januan, 


* They are plunged in a confufed 
bufinefs..]—Not knowing what cere 
tainly to affirm of the Koran ; calle 
ing it fometinfes a piece of poetry, 
at other times a piece of forcery, and 
at other times a piece of ‘divination, 


Ce 
* See chap, 16. p. 77. and chap. 
gt. p. 262, 


{e) Al Baroaws, 
dead 
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dead from their graves. 
thofe who dwelt at Ar 


before the Meccans; 
and the inhabitants of 
the people of Tossa*: 
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The people of Noau, and 
Rass”, and Tuamup, and 
Ap,and Puarnaon accufed the 


prophets of impofture 


and alfo the brethren of Lor,* 
the wood near Mipran, and 
all thefe accufed the apoftles 


ofimpofture ; wherefore the judgments which I threat. 


ened were juftly infli@ed on them. 
haufted by the firft creation? “Yea; 
perplexity, becaufe of a new creation 


told them, namely, 


the raifing of the dead. 


Is our power ex- 
they are ina 
which is fore- 
We cre-, 


ated man, and we know what his foul whifpereth 
within him ; and we are nearer to hin than his jugu- 


lar vein. 


When the two angels deputed to take. ac- 
count of a man’s behaviour. 
one fitting on the right-h 
left: he uttereth not a word, 
watcher, ready to note it’. 

fhall come in truth: this, 


» take an account thereof ; 
and, and the other on the 


but there is with him a 
And the agony of death 
O man, is what thou 


foughteft to avoid. And the trumpet fhall found:. 


this will be the day which 


hath been threatened. 


And every foul fhall come ; and therewith fhall be a 


driver and a witnefs®, 
the unbeliever, 


» See cap 25+. 205. 

* See chap. 44. p. 365. 

¥ When the home eepated to 
take account of a man’s be aviour, 
Seed the intent of the paffage is to 
exalt the omnifcience of Goo 3 who 
wants not the information of the 
Suardian angels, tho’ he has thought 
fit, in his wifdom to give them 
that employment : for if they are fo 
exaét as to write down every word 
- which falls from a man’s mouth, 
how can we hope te efcape the ob- 
fervation of him who fees our ine 
moft thoughts ? t 
The Mohammedans have a tradi- 
tion that the angel who notes a 
man’s good aftions, has the com- 
mand over him who notes his evil 


(1) Idem, 


And the former fhall fay unto 
Thou was negligent heretofore of 


ations ; and that when a man does 
a good aétion, the angel of the Tight+ 
hand writes it down ten times, and . 
when he commits an ill ation, the 
fame angel fays to the angel of the 
left hand, Forbear fetting it down 
for {even hours ; peradventure he may 
Pray, or may afk pardon (1). 
* A driver and a witne! Is. J—i. e. 
Two angels, one ating as a fer. 
jeant, to bring every perfon before 
the tribunal ;” and the other pre- - 
Pored as a witnefs, to teftify cither 
for or againft him, Some fay the 
former will be the guardian angel 
who took down his evil ations, and 
the other the angel wha took down 
his good aétiond{2), : 


{2) Idem, 
this 
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this day: but we have removed thy veil from off 
thee ; and thy fight is become piercing this day. And 
his companion {hall fay, Phis is what is ready with 
me to be attefted. And GOD fhall fay, Caft into hell 
every unbelicver, and perverfe perfon, and every one 
who forbad good, and every tran{greffor, and doubter 
of the faith, who fet up another god with the true 
Goo; and caft him into a grievous torment. His 
companion® fhall fay, O Lory, I did not feduce 
hin; but he was in a wide error’, GOD fhall. fay, 
Wrangle not in iny prefence : fince I threatened you 
before-hand with the torments which ye now fee pre-. 
pared for you. The fentence is not changed with me: 
neither do I treat my fervants unjultly. On that day 
we will fay unto hell, Art thou full? and it fhall 
anfwer, Is there yet any additions, And paradife 
fhall be brought near unto the pious; and it fhall be 
faid unto them, This is what ye have been promifed ; 
unto every one who turned himfelf unto GOD, and 
kept his commandments ; who feared the Merciful in 
fecret, and came unto him with a converted heart : 
enter the fame in peace: this is the day of eternity. 
Therein fhall they have whatever they fhall defire; 
and there will be a fuperabundant addition of blifs 
with us“, How many generations have we deftroyed 
before the Meccans, which were more mighty than 
they in ftrength? Pafs, therefore, through the re- 
gions of the earth, and fee whether there be any re- 
fuge from our vengeance ? Verily herein‘is an admo- 
nition unto him who hath a heart to underftand, or 


* His companion. ]—viz. The de- 


Are there yet any more condemned 
vil which thail be chained to him. i 


to this place ; or is my fpace to be 


> I did not feduce him, &c.J-This 
will be the anfwer of the devil, 
whom the wicked perfon will accufe 
as his feducer: for the devil has no 
power over a man, tocaufe him to 
do evil ; any otherwife than by fug- 
gefting what is agreeable to his cor- 
-tupt inclinations (:). 7 

« Isthere yet any addition ?}—i. 


enlarged amd rendered more capa. 
cious to receive them ? 

+The commentators fuppofe hell 
will be quite filled at the day of 
judgment; according to that repeat. 
ed expreflion in the Koran, Verily 
Twill fll hell with you, &c. 

See the Prelim. Dife. fe. 1Vy 
P- 132, 133- 
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giveth ear, and is prefent with an attentive mind. We 
created the heavens and the earth, and whatever is 
between them, in fix days; and no wearinefs af- 
fected us*. Wherefore patiently fuffer what they 
fay, and celebrate the praife of thy Lory before 
-fun-rife, and before fun-fet, and praife him in fome 
part of the night: and perform the additional parts 
of worfhip. And hearken unto the day whereon 
the cricr fhall call men to judgment from a_ near 
place™: the day whercon they fhall hear the voice of 
the trumpet in truth: this will be the day of men’s 
coming forth from their graves: we give life, and we 
caufe to dic; and: unto us fhal! be the return of all 
jcreatures: the day whercon the earth fhail fuddenly 
icleave in funder over them. This will be an affem- 
bly eafy for us to aflemble. We well know what the 
unbelievers fay ; and thou art not fent to compel them 
forcibly to the faith. Wherefore warn, by the Ko- 
ran, him who feareth my threatening. 


° And no wearine(s affe&led us. J+ 
‘This was revealed in anfwer to the 
Jews, who faid that Goo refled 
trom his work of creation on the 
feventh day, and repofed himfelf 
on his throne, ago: tigued (2). 

£ Wherefore patiently fuffer what 
they fay.J—~viz. Either what the 
adolaters fay, in denying the refur- 
reétion ; or the Jews, in {peaking 
indecently of Goo. 

& ‘The additional parts of wor- 
fhip.]—Thefe: are the two inclina- 
tious ufed after the evening pray- 
er, which are not neceffary, or of 
precept, but voluntary, and of fa- 
pererogation ;* and may therefore 


(1) Al Baspawi, Janrat. 


be added, or omitted indifferently. 

» When the crier fhall_ call men 
to judgment fiom a near place, ]——~ 
That is from a place whence every 
creature may equally hear the call.” 
This place, it is fuppofed, will be 
the mountain of the temple of Jee 
tufalem, which fome fancy to be 
nigher heaven than any other part 
of the earth; whence Jfrafil will 
found the,trumpet, and Gabriel will 
make the following proclamation, 
O ye rotten bones, and torn flefh, 
and difperfed hairs, Gos command- 
eth you to be gathered together in 
judgment (2). 


(2) idem, 


CHAP. 


AL 
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Intitled, The Difperfing ; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the mof merciful Gon. 


Y the winds difperfing and feattering the duft*; 
and by the clouds bearing a load of rain‘; by 


the {hips running 


fwiftly in the feat; and by the an- 


gels who diftribute things neceflary for the fupport of 


all creatures™ : 
is certainly true ; 
come. By the 


divine decree. 


verily that wherewith ye are threatened 
and the laft judgment will furely 
heavens furnifhed with paths*; ye 
widely differ in what ye fay °. 
afide from the faith, who fhall be 
Curfed be the liars ; who wade in deep 


He will be turned 
turned afide by the 


waters of ignorance, negleGting their falvation. They 
afk, When will the day of judgment come? On that 
day {hall they be burned in hell-fire ; and it fhall be 
{aid unto them, Tafle your punifhment ; this is what 
ye demanded to be haftened. But the pious fhall 


dwell among gardens and fountains, 
which their Loxp fhall give them; 
were righteous docrs before this day. 
of the night ; 


a {mall part 


receiving that 

becaufe they 
They flept but 
and early in the morning 


they afked pardon of GOD: and a due portion of 
their wealth was given unto him who alked, and 


i By the winds difperfing the duft.J 
—Or, By the women who bring 
forth or {catter children, &c. 

k By the clouds bearing a load of 
rain. J—Or, By the women bearing 
a burden in their womb, or the 
winds bearing the clouds, &c, 

By the fhips ranning fwiftly in 
the fea.]—Or, By the winds pafling 
fwiftly in the air, or the Mars mov- 
ang fwiftly in their courfes, &c. 

™ By the angels who diftribute 
things, &c.]—~—Or, By the winds 
which diflribute che rain, &e. 


® By the heavens furnifhed with 
paths.]—i. e. The paths or orbs of 
the flars; or the freaks which ap- 
pear in the fky like paths, being 
thin and extended clouds. 
a ° Ye widely differ in what ye 
fav.J—Concerning Mohammed, or 
the Koran, or the refurre&tion and 
day of judgment; {peaking variouf- 
ly and inconfiftently of them. 

? They flept but a fmall part of the 
night.]——Spending the greater part 
in prayer, and religious meditation. 


unto 


XXVIL. 
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unto him who was forbidden by fhame to afk. There 
arc figns of the divine power and goodnels in the earth, 
unto men of found underftanding ; and alfo in your 
ownlelves: will ye not therefore confider? Your fuf. 
tenance isin the heaven; and alfo that which ye are 
promifed". Wherefore by the Lorn of heaven and 
earth I {wear that this is certainly the truth; accord- 
ing to what yourfclves {peak'.” Hath not the ftory 
of Apranan’s honoured guefts* come to thy know- 
ledge? When they went in unto him, and faid, 
Peace: he anfwered, Peace ; faying within himfelf, 
Thefe are unknown people. And he went privately 
unto his family, and brought a fatted calf. And he 
fet it before them, and when he faw they touched it 
not, he faid, Do ye not eat? And he began to en- 
tertain a fear of them, They faid, Fear not*: and 
they declared unto him the promife of a wife youth, 
And his wife drew near with exclamation, and fhe 
{mote her face*; and faid, I am an old woman, and 
barren. The angels anfwered, Thus faith thy Lorn: 
verily he is the wife, the knowing.* And Apranam 
faid unto them, What is your errand, therefore, O 
meffengers of GOD? They anfwered, Verily we are 
{ent unto a wicked people: that we may fend down 
upon them ftones of baked clay, marked from thy 
ORD, for the deftruétion of tranfgreffors. And we 
brought forth the true believers who were in the city: 
but we found not therein more than one family of 
‘Moflems, And we overthrew the fame, and left a 


Cuar, 51, 


* Yourfaflenance isin the heaven; chap. 15. p. 72. 


and alfa that which ye are promi 
ed. J i.e, Your food cometh from 
anove, whence procecdeth the change 
of ieafons and rain; and your future 
yeward is alfo there, that is to fay, 
in paradife, which is fituated abote 
the feven heavens. 

* According to what yourfelves 
ipeak,]~That ts, Without any doubt 
or referved meaning, as ye affirm a 
feuth unto one another, » 


e chap. a1. p, 26, 27. and 





They faid, Fear not.J—Some 
add, That to remove Abraham's 
fear, Gabriel, who was one of thefe 
firangers, touched the calf with 
his wing, and it immediatcly rofe 
up and walked to its dam; upon 
which Abraham knew them to be the 
meffengers of Gon (1). 

“ And the fmote her face.]-This, 
fome pretend, the did for thame ; 
becaufe fhe felt her courfes coming 
upon her, 


fc) Al Berpawi 


fign 
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fign therein unto thofe who dread the fevere chalti{e.. 
ment of GOD. In Moszs alfo was a fign: when we 
fent him unto Puaraon with manifeft power. But 
he turned back, with his princes, faying, This man 
isa forcerer, ora madman, Wherefore we took him 
and his forces, and caft them into the fea: and he 
was one worthy of reprehenfion. And in the tribe of 
Av alfo was a fign: when we fent againft them a de- 
ftroying wind"; it touched not ought, whereon it 
came, but it rendered the fame as a thing rotten and 
reduced to duft. In Tuaaun likewife was a fign : 
when it was faid unto them, Enjoy yourfelves for a 
time™. But they infolently tranfgreffed the com- 
mand of their Lorp: wherefore a terrible noife from 
heaven affailed them, while they looked on’; and 
they were not able to fland on their feet, neither did 
they fave themlelves from deftru€tion. And the peo. 
ple of Noan did we deftroy before thefe: for they 
were a people who cnormoutfly tranfgreffed. We 
have built the heaven with might ; and we have 
given it a large extent: and we have ftretched forth 
the earth beneath ; and how evenly have we fpread 
the fame! And of every thing have we created two 
kinds*; that peradventure ye may confider, Fly, 
therefore, unto Gop; verily I am a public warner 
unto you, from him. And fet not up another god 
with the true Goo: verily I ama public werner unto 
you, from him. In like manner there came no apoftle 
unto their predeceffors, but they faid, This man is a 
Magician, or a madman. Have they bequeathed 
this behaviour fucceffively the one to the other ? Yea; 
they are a people who enormoufly tranfgrefs. Where. 
fore withdraw from them; and thou fhalt not be 
blameworthy in fo doing. Yet continue to admonifh : 


™ See chap. 7, p. 197, &c. male and female; the heaven and 
* For a ume.J—i. e. For three the earth; the fun and the moon ; 
days. See chap. 11. p. 26. light and darknefs ; plainsand moun. 


? While they looked on.]~For this tains; winter and fummer; fweee 
calamity happened in the day-time. and bitter, &c, son 
* Two kinds.J—As tor example: 


{1 Tarzavoteprs. 
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for admonition profiteth the true believers. I have 
not created genit and men for any other end than that 
they fhould ferve me. I require not any fuftenance 
from them; neither will I that they feed me. Veril 


Cuar. 52s, 


: Gop is he who provideth for all creatures; poffeffed 


of mighty power. Unto thofe who fhall injure our 
apoltle thall be given a portion like unto the portion of 
thofe who behaved like them in times paft; and they 
fhail not wifh the fame to be haftened. Woe there- 
fore, to the unbclicvers, becaufe of their day with 
which they are threatencd ! 


: CHAP. LIL. 
Intitled, The Mountain; revealed at Mecca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the mountain of Siva1; and by the book 

written in an expanded fcroll*; and by the 
vifited houfe; and by the elevated roof of heaven ; 
and by the {welling ocean: verily the punifhment of 
thy Lorp will furely defcend; there fhall be none to 
with-hold it. On that day the heaven fhall be fhaken, 
and fhall reel; and the mountains fhall walk and 
pals away. And on that day woe be unto thofe who 
acculed GOD’s apoftles of impofture; who amufed 
themlelves in wading in vain difputes! On that da 
fhali they be driven and thruft into the fire of hell; 
andit fhall be faid unto them, This is the fire which 
ye denied as afiétion. Is this a magic illufion? Or 


* By the book, &c.J—The book 


» The vilited houfe.J—3. c. The 
here intended, according to diffe. 


Caaba, fo much vifited by pilgrims 5 


rent opinions, is cither the book or 
tegifier wherein every man’s aftiens 
are recorded ; or the book of the law, 
which was written by Goo, Mofes 

eating the creaking of the pen; or 
elfe the Kosan (1). ‘ 


(1} Al Zamaxn. Al Bernawr. 
WV. p. 154. 


or, as fome rather think, the ori- 
ginal model of that houfe in heaven, 
called al Dorah, which is vifited 
and compafled by the angels, as the 
other is by men (2). 


(2) Sce the Prelim. Dife. fe&. 
do 
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do ye not fee? Enter the fame to be {corched : whe- 
ther ye bear your torments patiently, or impatiently, 
it will be equal unto you: ye fhall furely receive the 
reward of that which ye have wrought. But the 
pious fhall dwell amidft gardens and pleafures ; de- 
lighting themfelves in what their Lorp fhall have 
given them: and their Loxp fhall deliver them from 
the pains of hell, And it fhall be faid unto them, Eat 
and drink with cafy digeftion ; becaufe of that which 
ye have wrought: leaning on couches difpofed in 
order: and we will efpoulc them unto virgins having 
large black eyes. And unto thofe who believe, and 
whofe offspring follow them in the faith, we will 
join their offspring in paradife: and we will not di- 
minifh unto them ought of the merit of their works. 
(Every man is given in pledge for that which he fhalt 
have wrought®.) And we will give them fruits in 
abundance, and flefh of the kinds which they fhall 
defire. They fhall prefent unto one ancther therein 
a cup of winc, wherein there fhall be no vain dif- 
courle, nor any incitement unto wickednefs, And 
youths appointed to attend them, fhall go round them : 
beautiful as pearls hidden in their fhell. , And they 
fhall approach unto onc another, and fhall afk mu- 
tual qucitions. And they {hall fay, Verily we were 
heretofore amidft our family, in great dread with 
regard to our {kate after death: bus Goo hath been 
gracious Unto Us; and hath delivered us from the 
pain of burning fire : for we called on him hereto- 
fore; and he is the bencficent, the ynerciful. Where- 
fore do thou, O prophet, admonifh thy people. Thou 
art not, by the grace of thy Lorn, a foothfayer, or 
amadman. Do they fay, He is a poet: we wait, 
concerning him, fome adverfe turn of fortune? Say, 
Wait ye my ruin: verily I wait, with you, the time 
of your deitruétion. Do their mature underftandings 
bid them fay this; or are they people who perverfely 
© Every man is given in pledge for Goo fer his behaviour: ard if he 
that which be fhall have wrought. ]- docs well, he sedcems his pledge 

j. c. Every man is picdged unto but if evil, he forfeits it- 
tranferels ? 
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tranferefs ? Do they fay, He hath forged the Koran? 
Verily they believe not. Let them produce a dif- 
courfe like unto it, if they fpeak truth. Were they 
created by nothing; or were they the creators of 
themfelves? Did they create the heavens and the earth? 
Verily they are not firmly perfuaded that GOD hath 
created them¢. Are the ftores of thy Loro in their 
hands? Are they the fupreme difpentfers of all things ? 
Have they a ladder, whereby they may afcend to hea. 
ven, and hear the difcourfes of the angels? Let one, 
therefore, who hath heard them, produce an, evident 
proof thereof. ‘Hath GOD daughters, and have ye 
fons*? Doft thou afk them a reward for thy preach- 
ing? but they are laden with debts. Are. the fecrets 
of futurity with them; and do they tranfcribe thé 
fame from the table of GOD’s decrees? Do they feek 
to lay a plot againft thee? But the unbelievers are they 
who fhall be circumvented’, Have they any god,” 
befides Gop? Far be Gop exalted above the idols 
which they affociate with him! If they fhould fee a 
fragment of the heaven falling down upon them, they 
would fay, It is only a thick cloud*, Wherefore 
Icave them, until they arrive at their day wherein 
they fhall fwoon for fear*: a day, in which their 
fubtle contrivances fhall not avail them at all, neither 
fhall they be proteéted. And thofe who a& unjuflly 
fhall furely fuffer another punifhment. befides this‘: 


Cuar. 52. 


4 They are not firmly perfuaded ven falling on them, they would not 


that Goo hath ‘created them.}—For 
though they confefs this with their 
tongues, vet they deny. it by their 
averfenefs to render him his due 


-e chap. 16. p. 82, &e. 
* Sce chap. & 8, &e. 

® Ifthey fhould fee a fragment of 
the heaven falling down on ther, 
&o.J—This one of the jude- 
ments which the idolatrons Meceans 
defied Mohammed to bring down 
upen them ; and yet, fays the text, 
if they ilould fee a part of the hea- 














OG) ALBrroaws, 
(3} Al Baroawe. 


believe it ti] they were crufhed to 
death by it(1)}. 

» Theday wherein they fhall fwoon 
for fear.J—i. e. At the firfl found of 
the trumpet (2). 

5 Anotherpunifhmenthefides this.} 
—Thatis, Befides the pnnifhment to 
which they fhall be doomed at the 
day of judgment, they fill he pre- 
vionfly chaflifed by calamities in 
this lifef*as the flaughter at Bedr, 
and the feven years famine, and 
alfo after their death, by the exae” 
mination of the fepulchre (3}. 


fo) Sve the Prelim. Difc. fe, IV. p. 108, 109. 


but 
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but the greater part of them do not underftand. And 
wait thou patiently the judgment of thy Lorn con- 
cerning them; for thou art in our eye: and celebrate 
the praife of thy Lorp, when thou rifeft up; and 
praife him in the night-feafon, and when the ftars 
begin to difappear. 


CHAP. LHL 
Intitled, The Star; yevealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


)Y the flar*, when it fetteth'; your companion 
Mouam™Men erreth not, nor is he led altray: 
neither doth he {peak of his own will. It is no other 
thana revelation, which hath been revealed unto him. 
One mighty in powcr, endued with underftanding, 
taught it him": and he appeared in® the highett 
part of the horizon. ' Afterwards he approached the 
prophet*, and drew near unto him; until he was at 
the diftance of two bows length? from him, or yet 
nearer: and he revealed unto his fervant that which 
he revealed. The heart of Monammen did not 
falfely reprefent that which he faw%. Will ye there- 
fore difpute with him concerning that which he faw ? 
He alfo faw him another time, by the lote-tree be- 


* By the Mar, ]—Some fuppofe the phets, except, Mohammed; and to 


ftars in gencral, and others the 
Pleiades in particular, to be meant 
in this place. 

' When it fetteth.]—Or, accord- 
ing to a contrary figntfication of the 
verb here ufed, when it rifeth. 

® One mighty in power, &c.}— 
Namely, the angel Gabriel. 

® He appeared.]—In his natural 
form, in which Gon created bim, 
and in the eaftern part of the fky. 
It is faid that this angel append in 
his proper fhape to none of the pro- 


Voi. i, 


Ce 


him only twice: once when he re- 
ceived the firft revelation of the Ko- 
ran, and a fecond time when he took 
his night-journey to heaven; as it 
follows in thegext. 

* Afterwards he approached.j-In 
a hyman fhape. 

“Two bows length.J—Or, as the 
word alfo fignifies, two cubits length. 

a The heart of Mohammed did 
not falfely reprefent that which he 
faw.1~But he faw it in reality, 


yond 
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den of eternal abode. 
that which it covered *, 
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ar 


When the _iote-tree covered 
his eye-fight turned not afide, 


neither did it wander: and he really beheld fome of 


the greateft figns of his Lorn’ 
Attar, and Ar Uzza, and 


third goddefs*? 
female *? 


What think ye of 
Manan, that other 


Have ye male children, and Gop 
This, therefore, 
They are no other than empty names, 
:your fathers have named goddeffes, 


is an unjuft partition. 
which ye and 
God hath not re- 


vealed concerning them any thing to authorize their 


worfhip. They follow 


no other than a vain 
and what their fouls defire: 
tion come unto them from 
have whatever he wifheth for *?_ 
and the prefent life, are Gon’s: 


opinion, 
yet hath the true direc. 
their Lorp. Shall man 
The life to come, 
and how many an. 





gels foever there be in the heavens, their interceffion 


fhall be of no 


cépt. 


* The lote-tree beyond which there 
‘5 no pafling. }~—This tree, fay the 
commentators, flands in the feventh 
heaven, on_the right-hand of the 
throne of Gon; and is the utmoft 
bounds beyond which the angels 
dnomfelves mult not pats; or, as fome 
rather imagine, beyond which no 
creature’s knowledge can extend. 

* When the lote-tree covered that 
which it covered. ]—J he words feem 
fignify, that what was under this 
exceeded all defeription aud 
wine fuppofe the whole 
els worthipping beneath 
ntended; and others, the 
fit on its beanches (2). 

* And he beheld fome of the great. 
ofl fens of his Loay.J—Seeingy the 
wonders both of the fenfible and in- 
telletual world (3). 














a} Idem. 
Mth Se T. pie3, Be, a) 


avail, until after Gop 
permiffion unto whom he thal] 


{2} Jacraco’pars. 


fhall have granted 
pleafe and fhall ac. 


Verily they who believe not in the life to 
come, give unto the angels 


a female appellation, 


‘What think ye of Allit, and al 
Uaza, and Manah.]}——Thofe were 
three idols of the ancient Arabs, of 
which we have fpoken in the Pre. 
liminary Dilcourfe (4). 

As to the blafphemy which fome 
pretend Mohammed once uttered, 
through inadvertence, as he was 
reading this chapter, fee chap. ee, 
p- 174. not. ", 

“ See chap. 16. p, 82, &c. 

* Shall inan_ have whatever he 
witheth for? |~i. e. Shall he diate 
to Gop, and name whom he pleafes 
for his interceffors, or for his pro- 
phet; pr fhall he choofe a religion 
according to his own fancy, and pre- 
feribe the terms on which he ma 
clai the teward of this life and the 
Bext(5)? 





(3) Al Berpawr, 


Al Beruaws, Jsunaro’ppin, 


But 
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But they have no knowledge herein : they follow no 
other than a bare opinion; and a bare opinion at- 
taincth not any thing of truth. Wherefore withdraw 
from him who turncth away from our admonition, 
and {eeketh oniy the prefent life. This is their highcit 
pitch of knowledge. Verily thy Lorp well knoweth 
him who erreth from his way; and he well knoweth 
him who is rightly diretted. Unto Gop belongeth 
whatever is in heaven and carth: that he may reward 
thofe who do evil, according to that which they fhall 
have wrought; and may reward thofe who do well, 
with thy molt excellent reward. As to, thofe who 
avoid ¢:eat crimes, and heinous fins, and are guilty 
only of lighter faults; verily thy Lorn will be exten- 
five in mercy towards them. He well knew you when 
he produced you out of the carth, and when ye were 
embryos in your mothers wombs : wherefore juftify 
not yourfelves : he belt knoweth the man who feareth 
him. What thinkeft thou of him who turneth afide 
from following the truth, end giveth littic, and covet- 
- oufly floppeth his hand»? _ Is the knowledge: of futu- 
rity with him, fo that he fecth the fame*? Hath he 
not been informed of that which is contained in the 
books of Moses, and of Asrauam who faithfully 
performed his engagements ? To wit: that a burdened 
foul fhall not bear the burden of another; and that 
nothing ‘fhall be imputed to a man for righteoufnels, 
except his own labour; and that his labour fhall {urely 


¥ What thinkeft thou of him, &c.] 
‘This paffage, it is faid, was re- 
vealed on account of al Walid Ebn 
al Moghcira, who following the pro- 
phet one day, was reviled by an ido- 
later for leaving the religion of the 
Koreifh, and giving oceaGon of fean- 
dal; to which he anfwered, that 
what he did was out of apprehenfioa 
of the divine vengeance: whereupon 
the man offered, fon a certain fum, to 
rake the guilt of bis apoftacy on bim- 
felf; and the bargain being made, al 





(2) Al Bexar. 


Cc2 


Walid returned to his idolatry, and 
paid the man part of what had been 
agreed on, but afterwards, on farther 
confideration, he thought it too 
much, and kept back the remainder 
{t)- : 

* Is the knowledge of futurity 
with him ?J—That is, Is he affured 
that the perfon with whom he made 
the above-mentioned agreement, will 
be allowed to fuffer in his flead bere- 









after (2)? 


(2) Ider, 


be 
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be made manifeft hereafter, and that he fhall be re- 
warded for the fame with the moft abundant reward; 
and that unto thy Loxn will be the end of all things ; 
and that he caufeth to laugh, and caufeth to weep; 
and that he putteth to death, and giveth life; and 
that he createth the two fexes, the male «and the fe- 
male, of feed when it is emitted; and that unto him 
appertaineth another produétion, namely, the raifin 
of the dead again to life hercaficr; and that he enrich- 
eth, and caufeth to acquire poffeffions; and that he 
is the Lorn of the dog-ftar*; and that he deftroyed 
the ancient tribe of Ap, and THamup, and left not 
any of them alive; and aifo the people of Noan, be- 
fore them; for they were moft unjuft and wicked: 
and he overthrew the cities which were turned upfide 
down"; and that which covered them, covered them. 
Which, therefore, of thy Lorp’s benefits, O man, 
wilt thou call in queftion? ‘This our apoftle is a 
preacher like the preachers who preceded him. The 
approaching day of judgment draweth near : there is 
none who can reveal the exa& time of the fame, be- 
fides Gop. Do ye, therefore, wonder at this new 
revelation ; and do ye laugh, and not weep, {pending 
Your time in idle diverfions? But rather worfhip Gop, 
and ferve him, 


* He isthe Lorn of the dog-flar.J * The cities which were turned 
Sirius, or the greater dog-flar, upfide down. ]—viz. Sodom, and the 
was eetipped by fome of the old other cities involved in her ruin. 


Arabs (1), Sce chap. 11. p, eg, 


‘1) See the Prelim, Difc, fet, I. p. 2s. and Hyp. not. in Ulug. Beig. 


Tab. Stell. fix. po 53. 
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Intitled, The Moon; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HE hour of judgment approacheth ; and the 

moon hath been fplit in funders: but if the 
unbelievers fee a fign, they turn afide, faying, This is 
a powerful charm‘, And they accufe thee, O Mo- 
HAMMED, Of impofture, and follow their own lufts: 
but every thing will be immutably fixed. And now 
hath a meffage’ come unto them, wherein is a de- 
terment from obftinate infidelity ; the fame being con- 
fummate wifdom: but warners profit them not; 
wherefore do thou withdraw from them. The day 
whereon the fummoner fhall fammon mankind to an 
ungrateful bufineis*, they fhall come forth from their 


© The moon hath been fplit in fun- 
der.J—This paflage is expounded 
two different ways. Some imagine 
the words refer to a famous miracle 
fappofed to have been performed 
by Mohammed; for it is faid that, 
onthe infidels demanding a fign of 
him, the moon appeared cloven in 
two (1), one part vanifhing, and 
the other remaining ; and Ebn Ma- 
fid aflirmed, that he faw mount 
Hara interpofe between the two 
fettians. Others think the preter 
tenfe is here ufed, in the prophetic 
ityle, for the future, and that the 
paffage fhould be rendered, The 
moon thall be fplit in funder: for 
this, they fay, is to happen at the 
refurreGtion. The former opinion 
is {upported by reading, according to 
fome copies, wakad infhakka *Ika- 
maro, i. e. fince the moon hath al- 
weady been fplit in funder; the {plit- 
ting of the moon being reckoned 


hy fome to be one’ of the previous 
figns of the laft-day (2). 

* A powerful charm. J—Or, as the 
participle here ufed may alfo fignify, 
a continued feries of magic, or, a 
tranfient magic illufion. 

© Every thing will be immutably 
Bxed.J--Or, will reach a final pe 
riod of ruin or fuccefs in this world, 
and of mifery and happinefs in the 
next, which will be conclufive and 
unchangeable thenceforward for ever 


(3). 

f A meffage.]—i. e. The Koran, 
containing ftories of former nations 
which have been chaftifed for their 
incredulity, and threats of a more 
dreadful punifhihent bereafter, 

& The day whereon the fummoner 
fhall 4ummon mankind to an _un- 
grateful bufinefs.]—That is, When 
the angel Ifrafil fhall call men ta 
judgment. 


(1) See a long and fabulous account of this pretended miracle in Gacwrze, 


Vie de Mah, eh, 19. 


(2) AlZamaxn. Al Bzipaws. = (g) Al 
Ccg 


Br. 


graves 
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graves with down-caft looks: numerous as locults 
{cattered far abroad; haftcning with terror unto the 
fummoner. The unbelicvers fhall fay, This isa da 

of diftrefs. The people of Noan accufed that pro- 
phet ofimpofture, before thy people rejetted thee : they 
accufed our fervant of impotture, faying, He isa mad- 
man; and he was rejected with reproach. He called, 
therefore, upon his Lorn, faying, Verily I am over- 
powered ; wherefore avenge me". So we opened the 
gates of heaven, with water pouring down, and we 
caufed the earth to break forth into {prings ; fo that 
the water of heaven and earth met, according to the 
decree which had been eflabiified. And we bare 
him on a veflel compoted of planks and nails; which 
moved forward under our eyesi: as a recompente 
auto him who had been ungratefully rejected. And 
we left the faid veffel for a fign: bat is any one warn- 
cd thereby ? And how fevere was my vengeance, and 
my threatening! Now have we made the Koran 
ealy for admonition: but is any one admonifhed 
thereby ? Ap charged their prophet with nnpofture : 
but how fevere was my vengeance, and my threaten- 
tng! Verily we fent againft them a roaring" wind, 
ona day of continued ill-luck': jt carried men away, 
as though they had been roots of palm-trees forcibly 
torn up", And how fevere was my vengeance, and 
my threatening! Now have we made the Koran 
caly for admonition: but is any one admonifhed 
thereby ? Tuamup charged the admonitions of their 


* T am overpowered 3 wherefore * A roaring. ]—Or, a cold wind. 
age me. ]—This petition was not * Ona day of continued i!l-luck.] 






red by Noah till after he had 
drepeated violence from his 
e+ for it is related, that one 
ing fallen upon him and 
vmolt Arangled him, when he ~ame 
to. bunfelf be faid, O Lorp, forgive 
them, for they know not what they 
fol 
* Under our cyes.J—i. ¢. Under 
al regard and keeping, 


(2) Idem. 









—viz. Ona Wednefday, Sce chap. 
41. B. 345, not. & 

™ Ie carried men away, as they 
had been roots of palm-trees, &c.J—= 
It is related that they fought fhelter 
in the clefts of rocks, and in pits, 
holding fafi by one another; but 
that the wind impetuonfly tore 
them away, and threw them down 
dead (2;. 


(2) Idem. 
prophet 
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prophet with falfchood, and faid, Shall we follow a 
fingle man among us? verily we fhould then be 


guilty of error, and prepofterous madnefs : 


is the 


office of admonition committed unto him preferably to 
the reft of us? Nay; he is a liar, and an infolent fel- 


low. 


But GOD faid to Sareu, To-morrow fhall they 


know who is the liar, and the infolent perfon: for 
we will furely fend the fhe-camel for a trial of them"; 
and do thou oblerve them, and bear their infults with 
patience: and prophely unto them that the water 
thall be divided between them’, and each portion 
fhall be fat down to alternately. And they called their 


companion ? : 


and he took a fword’, and flew her. 


But how fevere was may vengeance, and my threat~ 
ening! For we fent againft them one cry of the angel 
Ganriet, and they became like the dry fticks ufed 
by him who buildeth a fold for cattle’, And now 


have we made the Koran 


cafy for admonition: but 


cis any one admonifhed thereby ? The people of Lor 
charged his preaching with falfehood: but we {ent 
againit them a wind driving a fhower of ftones, 
which deltroyed them all except the family of Lor; 
whom we delivered carly in the morning, through 


favour from us. 
thankful. 


Thus do we reward thofe who are 
And Lor had warned them of our feve- 


rity in chaflifing ; © ut they doubted of that warning. 
And th-y demanded his guefts of him, that they 
mightabufe them: but we put out their eyes *, faying, 


® Sce chap. 7. p. 198, &c. 

° The water thal be divided be- 
tween them. ]—That is, between the 
Thamudiies and the camel. See 
chap. 26 p. 216, not. &. 

v Their companion. } Namely, 
Kodar Ebr Salef; who was not an 
Arab, but a ftranger dwelling a- 
‘mong the Thamudites. See chap. 
7. p. 199. not. ¥. 

@ He took a fword.J--Or, as the 
word alfo imports, He became refo- 
Jute and daring. 

® Like the dry flicks ufed hy him 
evho buildeth + fold for cattle. ]-The 





word may fignify either the dry 
boughs with which, in the eaft, 
they make folds or enclofures, to 
fence their cattle from wind and 
cold; or the ftubble and other fulf 
with which they litterthem in thofe 
folds during the winter feafon. 

+, We put ont their eyes.}—So 
that their fockets became filled up 
even with the other parts of their 
faces. This, itis faid, was done by 
one ftroke of the wing of the angel 
Gabricl, Seg chap. 11, p. 28, 
not. *. 
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Tafte my vengeance, and my threatening. And early 
in the morning a Jafting .punifhment* furprifed them. 
‘Lafte, therefore, my vengeance and my threatening. 


Now have 
but is any 


we made the Koran eafy for admonition : 
one admonifhed thereby? ‘The warning of 


Moses alfo came unto the people of Puaraon; but 
they charged every one of our figns with impotture : 
wherefore we chaltifed them with a mighty and irre- 


fiftible chaftifement. 


Are your 


unbelievers, O Mec- 


cans, better than thefe? Is immunity from punifh- 


ment promifed unto you in the 
fay, We are a body of men able 


fcriptures? Do they 
to prevail againft our 


enemies? The multitude thal] furely be put to flight, 


and fhall turn their back * 


But the hour of judgment 


is their threatened time of punifhment * ; and that hour 
thall be more grievous and more bitter than their af- 


fli€tions in this life. 


Verily the wicked wander in error, 


and fhall be tormented hereafter in burning flames. On 
that day they fhall be dragged into the fire on their 


faces ; and it fhall be 
of hell. All things 


faid unto them, Tafte ye the touch 
have we 
decree: and our command 
word’, like the twinkling of 
merly deftroyed nations like 


created bound by a fixed 
is no more than a fingle 
an eye. We have for- 
unto you; but is any of 


you warned by their example ? Every thing which they 
do isrecordedin the books kept by the guardian angels: 


and every a&ion, 


“A lating punifbment.J—Undes 
which they fhall continue til the 
receive their full punifhment in hell. 

° The multitade fhall farely be put 
to flight. J—This prophecy was ful- 
filled by the overthrow e? the Korcith 
at Redr. Teis related, from a tra- 
ction of Omar, that when this pak 
age was revealed, Mohammed pro- 
fefled himtelf to be ignorant of its 
tive meaning; but on the day of 
the battle of Bedr, he repeated thefe 
words as he was patting on his 
coat of mail (1), 








{1} Al Betoawr. 


both fmall and great, 
down in the prelerved table. Moreover the 


is written 


pious fhall 


* The hour of judgment is their 
threatened time of punifhment, ji. e. 
The time when they {hall receive 
their full punifhment ; what they 
fuer in this world being only the 
fore-runner or earneft of what they 
thall feel in the next. 

* Our command is no more than 
a fingle word. J—viz, Kun, i. e. Be, 
‘Vhe paffage may alfo be tendered, 

e execution of our purpofe is but 
a fingle a@, exerted in a moment. 
Some fuppofe it refers to the bufine(s 
of the day of judgment {2}, 


(2) Idem. 


dwell 
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dwell among gardens and rivers, in the affembly of 
“truth, in the prefence of a moft potent king. 


CHAP. LV. 


Tatitled, The Merciful; revealed at Mecca’: 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


HE Merciful hath taught his fervant the Koran, 
He created man: he. hath taught: him difting 
fpeech. The fun and the moon run their courfes a: 
cording to a.certain rule: and the vegetables which: 
creep on’ the ground, and the trees fubmit to his dif- 
pofition. He alfo raifed the heaven; and he appoint- 
ed the balance*, that ye fhould not tranfgrefs in re- 
fpe& to the balance: wherefore obferve a juft weight; 
and diminifh not the balance. And the earth hath 
he prepared for living creatures: therein are various: 
fruits, and palm-trees. bearing: fheaths of: flowers; _ 
and grain having: chaff :zand~sleaves, Which, there- 
fore, of your Loron’s benefits will ye un ; 
deny*? He created man of dried clay like an earthen’ 
fel: but he created the genii of fire clear from 
fmoke. Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s benefits 
will ye ungratefully deny? He is the Lorp of the 
eaft, and the Lorn of the weft*. | Which, therefore, 
of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? 


¥ Moft of the commentators This verfe is intercalated, or res 


doubt whether this chapter was re- 
vealed at Mecca or at Medina; or 
partly at the one place, and partly at 
the other. 

* The balance.J—Or juftice and 
equity in mutual dealings. 

» Which therefore of your Loxn’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ?}- 
‘The words are direfted to the two 
Tpecies of rational creatures, men 
and genii; the verb and the pro- 
noun being in the dual number. 


peated: by way of burden, through- 
out the whole chapter no lefs than 
thirty-one times, which was done, 
as Marracci gueffes in imitation of 
David (1). < 

>» The eaft and the weft.]—Th 
original words are, both in the dua! 
number, and fignify the different 

ints of the horizon at which the 
un rifes and fets at the fummer and 
winter folftice. See chap. 37. pe 
go8. not. *, 


(1) See Pfalm cxxxvi. 


He 
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He hath let loofe the two feas‘, that they meet each 
another: between them is placed a bar which they 
cannot pafs. Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s be- 
nefits will ye ungratefully deny? “From them are 
taken forth unions and leffer pearls. Which, there- 
fore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny ? His alfo are the thips, carrying their fails a- 
loft in the fea, like mountains. “Which, therefore, 
of your Loxn’s benefits. will ye ungratefully deny ? 
Every creature which liveth on the earth is fubje& to 
decay : but the gtoriaus-and-honourable countenance 
of thy Lor fhall remain for ever. Which, ‘there- 
fore, of your Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny? Unto him do all creatures which are in heaven 
and carth make petition: every. day is he employed in 
fome new work. Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
bencfits wil ye ungratefully deny? We will furely 
attend: to judge you, © men.and genii, at the laft-day. 
Which, therefore, of your LLorn’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny ? O. ye colledtive body of genii 
and men, if ye be able to-pafs out of the confines of 
heaven and earth‘, pafs forth:: ye fhall not pafs forth 
but by-abfolute. pawer.. .. Which, therefore, of your 
Lorn’s benefits will ye ungratefully. deny? A flame: 
of fine without fmoke, and a fmoke without: flame* 
fhall. be fent down.upon. you; and: ye fhall not be 
able to defend yourfelves. therefrom,” Which; theres 
fore, of your Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully 
deny?) And when the heaven (hall be rent in funder, 
and fhall become red asa rofe, and fhall melt like 


‘ The two feas.]~OF falt water ing petitions, 8c. (3). 


and frefh {1}; or the Perfian’ and. 


Mediterranean feas (2). 

Every day is he employed in 
Jome new. work.}--—In execujing 
thofe things which he hath decreed 
from eternity; by giving life and 
death, raifing’ one and abafing a- 
nother, hearing prayers and grant 


‘1 Sce chap. 95, p. 207, 
Jai aro’wore. 


* If ye be able to pafs out of the 
confines of heaven and earth.J—To 
fly from the power, and to avoid the 
decree of Gop. 

£ ASmoke without flame.J—Or, 
as the word alfo fignifies, molten 
brafs, which fhall be poured on the 
heads of the damned, 


fo) AlBerpawi. * (3) Idem, 


ointment; 
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ointment*: (Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s bes 


“nefits will ye yngratefully deny ?) On that day neither 


man nor genius fhall be afked concerning his fin", 
Which, therefore, of your Loro’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny? ‘The wicked fhall be known iy 
their marks‘; and they fhall be taken by the fore- 


locks, and the feet, and fhall be. caft into hell. Which, 


‘ 


“with go 


therefore, of your Lorop’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny ? ‘This is hell, which the wicked deny as 
a falfehood : thcy fhall pafs to and fro between the 
fame and hot boiling water*. “Which, therefore, of 
your Loxp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? But 
for him who dreadeth the. tribunal. of his Lorp, ave 
prepared two. gardens': (Which, therefore, of your 
Loron’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ?) Planted 
with fhady trees. Which, therefore, of your Lorn’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny? In each of them 
fhall be two fountains flowing, Which, therefore, 
of your Loxn’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? 
In each of them fhall there be ofevery fruit two kinds", 
Which, therefore, of your Loap’s. benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny 2.They fhall repofe on couches, 
the linings whereof fhall_be of thick filk, interwoyen 

a: and: the fruit of the two gardens hall he 
Which,’ therefore, of your 


near at hand to gather". 


8 And fhall melt like ointment. J- 
Or, thal! appear like red leather; 
according to a different fignification 
of the original word. 

+ Neither man nor genius fhall be 
afked concerning his fin. |—For their 
crimes will be known by their dif 
ferent marks; as it follows in the 
text. This, fays al Beidawi, is to 
be underftood of the time when 


*they fhall be raifed to life, and fhall 


be led towards the tribunal: for 
when they come to trial, they will 
then undergo an examination, as 
is declared in feveral places of the 


_ Koraa. 


i See the Prelim. Difc, fe&, IV. 
p. tit, &e. 

& They fhail pafs to and fro be- 
tween the fame and hot boiling wa< 


ter. J—For the only refpite they fhall 
have from the flames of hell, will be 
when they are fulfered to go to 
drink this fealding liquor. See 
chap. 97 p- 3t-.° | : 

To ga lens.J—-i. ¢. One dit 
tin@ paradife for men, and another 
for genii: or, as fome imagine, 
two gardens for each perfon; one 
as a reward due to his works, and 
the other as‘ free and fuperabun- 
dant gift, &c. 

mT wo forts of fruits.}—Some be- 
ing known, and like the fruits of 
the eatth; and others of new and 
unknown {pecies; or, fruits both 
green and ripe. 

= Near at band to gather.]——So 
that a man may reach them as he fits 
or Lies down, : 


Loro’s 
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Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? Therein 
thal} receive them beauteous damfels, refraining their 
eyes from beholding any befides their fpoufes: whom 
no man ‘fhall have deflowered beforethem, neither any 
genius: (Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s benefits 
will ve ungratefully deny?) Having complexions like 
rubies and pearls.. - Which, therefore, of your Lorp’s 
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? Shall the reward 
of good works be any other than good? Which, 
therefore,‘ of your. Lorn’s benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny? And befides thefe there fhall be two other 
gardens’: (Which, therefore, of your ‘Lorp’s be- 
nehts will ye ungratefully deny?) Of a dark green ?. 
Which, therefore, of your Loxp’s benefits will ye 
ungratefully deny ? In each of them fhall be two foun- 
tains pouring forth plenty of water. Which, there- 
fore, of your Loro’s benefits will ye ungratefully’ 
deny ? In each of them fhall be fruits, ‘and palm-trees, 
and pomegranates. Which, therefore; -of your 
Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefullydeny ? Therein 
fhall be agreeable and beauteous damfels: - Which, 
therefore, of your Loron’s,benefits will ye ungrate- 
fully deny ? wise fine Black eyes;. and kept in 
pavilions from public view : Which, therefore, of your 
Loro’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? Whom’ 
no man fhall have deflowered, before their deftined 
fpoufes, nor any genius. Which, therefore, of your: 
Lorp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? Therein* 
fhall they delight themfelves, lying on green cufhions 
and beautiful carpets. | Which, therefore, of your 
Loxp’s benefits will ye ungratefully deny? Blefled 
be the name of thy Lorn, poffefied of glory and 
honour ! : 


* Two other gardens, |For the vegetables ; whereas the former will 
inferior’ claffes of the inhabitants of be “planted chiefly with fruit-trees. 
paradife. . The following part of this deferi 

? Of a dark green.]—Trom hence; tion alfo falls Thore of that of ¢ 
fays al Beidawi, it may be inferred, other gardens, prepared for the fu, 
that thefe gardens will chiefly pro- _perior clafles. = : 
asco herbs, or the inferior forts of 


CHAP 
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CHAP. LVL 


Intitled, The Inevitable; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


“HEN the inevitable1 day of judgment fhall 
fuddenly come, no foul fhall charge the pre- 

di€tion of its coming with falfehood: it will abafe 
fome, and exalt others. When the earth fhall be fhaken 
with a violent fhock; and the mountains. fhall. be 
dathed in pieces, and fhall. become as duft {cattered 
abroad; and ye fhall be feparated into three diftin@ 
clafles: the companions of the right-hand; “(how 
happy fhall the companions of the right-hand be !) and 
the companions of the left-hand‘; (how miferable 
fhall the companions of the left-hand be!) and’ thofe 
who have preceded others in the faith, fhall precede 
them to paradife’, Thefe are they who fhall approach 
near unto GOD: they fhall dwell in gardens of de- 
light: (There thall be many of the former ‘religions; 
and few of the laft'.) Repofing on couches adorned 
‘with 


4 The Inevitable. ]—The_original 
,word, the force whereof cannot 
swell he expreffed by a fingle onc in 
Englith, fignifies a calamitous acci- 
dent which falls furely, and with 
fudden violence; and is therefore 
made ufe of here to defign the day 
of judgment. : 

* The companions of the right- 
hand, and of the left-hand.]—That 
is; the bleffed, and the damned ; 
who may thus be diftinguithed here, 
becaufe the books wherein their ac- 
tions are regiftered, will be delivered 
into the right-hands of the former, 
and into the left-hands of the latter 

1); though the words tranflated 
ht-hand and left-hand, do alfo fig- 
aily bappinefs and mifery. 

: Ane thofe who have preceded 


(1) Al Barpawz, Jartaro’opin. 


others in the faith, hall precede 
them to paradife.|—Fither the fir 
converts to Mohammedifm, or the 
rophets, who were the refpeétive 
leaders of their people, or any per- 
fons who have been eminent exam- 
ples of piety and virtue, may be here 
intended. The original words lite- 
rally rendered are, The leaders, the 
leaders: which sepetition, as fome 
fuppofe, ,was defigned to cxprefs the 
dignity of ihefe Perfons, and the cer~ 
tainty of their future glory and hap~) 
pinefs ¥2). 5 
* There fhall be many of the for- 
mer religions, and few of the lat. }- 
i.e. There fhatl be more leaders, 
who have preceded others in faith 
and good works, among the fol- 
lowers of the feveral prophets from 
Adam 


(2) idem. 
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with gold and precious ftones; fitting oppofite to 
one another thereon". Youths which thall continue 
in their bloom for ever, fhall go round about to attend 
them, with goblets, and beakers, and a cup of 
flowing wine: their heads fhall not ache by drinking 
the fame, neither fhall their reafon be difturbed: 
and with fruits of the forts which they fhall choofe, 
and the flefh of birds of the kind which they fhall de- 
fire. And there fhall accompany them fair damfels 
having large black eyes; refembling pearls hidden im 
their fhells: as a° reward for that whith they  fhall 
have wrought. They fhall not hear théreifi any vaith 
difcourfe, or any charge of fin; but only thé’ falu- 
tation, Peace! Peace! And the companions of the 
right-hand (how happy fhall the companions of the 
right-hand be!) fhall have their abode among lote- 
trees free from thorns, and trées of mauz* loaded 
regularly with their produce from top to bottom: un- 
der an extended fhade, near a flowing water*, and 
amidft fruits in abundanté;-which fhall not fail nor- 
fhall be forbidden to be gathered: and they fhall repofé 
themfelves on lofty beds’. Verily we have created 
the damfels of paradife by a peculiar creation’: and 

we 


Cua, 56. 


Adam down to Mohammed, than of 


the followers of Mohammed him- 
{elf 1). 3 
¢ chap. 1. p._72. not. ®, 

« Trees of woe the original 
word Talh is the name, not only of 
the mauz (2), but alfo of a very tall 
and thorny tree, which bears abun- 
dance of flowers of an agreeable fmell 
(3), and feems to be the Acacia. _ 

x Near a flowing-water. ]~Which 
fhall be conveyed in channels to fuch 
places, and in fuch manner as every 
one thall defive (4). Al Beidawi ob- 
ferves that the condition of the few 
who have preceded others in faith 
and gocd works, is reprefented by 
whatever may render a city hfe 
agreeable; and that the conditicn of 


(t) Tidem. | (2) See chap. 
Detcrips. Aftice, hb. 9. (4) 





« Pp. 315. not. *, 
Al Berpawi. 


the companions of the right-hand, or, 

the generality of the bleffed, is re-* 
prefented by thofe things which make 

the principal pleafure of a country 

life; and that this is done to fhew the 

difference of the two conditions, 

Y Lofty beds.]-The word tran- 
flated beds, fignifies aifo, by way 
of metaphor, wives or concubines; 
andifthe fatter fenfe be preferred, 
the paffage may be rendered thu: 
And they fhall enjoy darafels raife 
6n lefty couches, whom we have* 
created, &c. 

+ We have created the damfels of 
paradife by a peculiar creation. J— 
Having created them purpofely of 
finer materials than the females 
this world, and. fubje@ to none of 

thofe 


(3) Vs J. Leon. 
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we have made them virgins‘, beloved by their hu 
bands, of equal age with them ; for the delight of the 
companions of the right-hand. There fhall be many 
of the former religions: and many of the latter®, 
And the companions of the left-hand (how miferable 
fhall the companions" of the left-hand be!) fhall dwell 
amidft burning winds‘, and {calding water, under 
the fhade of a black fmoke, neither cool vor agree: 
able. For they enjoyed the pleafures of life before 
this, while on earth; and obttinately perfifted in a 
heinous wickednefs: and they faid, After we fhall 
have died, and become duft and bones, firall- we furely 
be raifed to life? Shall our forefathers alfo be raifed 
with us? Say, Verily both the firft and the laft fhall 
furely be gathered together to judgment, at the pre- 
fixed time of a known day. Then ye, O men, who 
have erred, and denied the refurre@tion as a falfehood, 
fhall furely eat of the fruit of the tree of at Zax- 
kum, and fhall fill your bellies therewith: and ye 
fhall drink thereon boiling water ; and ye fhall drink 
as a thirlty camel drinketh, This -fhall be their en- 
tertainment on the day of judgment. We have 
created you: will ye not therefore believe that we 
can raife you from the dead? What think ye? The 
feed which ye emit, do ye create the fame, or are we 
the creators thereof? We have decreed death unto 


thofe inconveniencies which are na- 


tural to the fex (1). Some underfland 
this of the beatified women; who, 
though they dic old and ugly, fhall 
et be reftored to their youth and 
eauty in paradife (2). 

* Virgins, |-For how often foever 
their utbands fhail go in unto them, 
they fhall always find them virgins. 

> There fhall be many of the for- 
mer religions, and many of the lat- 
ter, ]———Father Marracci thinks this 
to be a manifeft contradiction to 
what is faid above, There fhaii be 
many of the former, and few of the 


(+) See the Prelim. Difc, f&&. 1V. p. 128. 


latter: but Al Beidiwi obviates fach 
an objeciion, by obferving that the 
preceding pailage {peaks of the lead- 
ers only, and thofe who have pre- 
ceded others in faith and good works, 
and the paffage before us {peaks of 
the righteous of inferior merit and 
degree; fo that though there be ma- 
ny of both foris, yet there may be 
few of one fort, comparatively {peak~ 
ing, i.) refpeét to the other. 

* Burniog winds. ]—Which fha!l 
penctrate into the paffages of their 
bodies. 


(2) See ib. p. 136, 197. 


you 
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you all: and we fhall not-be prevented. Weare able 
to fubftitute others like unto you in your itead, and 
to produce you again in the condition or form which 
ye know not. Ye know the original produ€tion by 
creation, will ye not therefore confider that we are 
able to reproduce you by refufcitation? What think ye? 
The grain which ye fow, do ye caufe the fameto 
{pring forth, or do we caufe the fame to {pring forth? 
If we pleafed, verily-we could render the fame dty and 
fruitlefs, fo that ye would not ceafe to wonder‘, fay- 
ing, Verily we have contraéted debts‘ for feed and la~ 
bour ; but we are not permitted‘ to reap the fpuit 
thereof. What think ye? The water which ye 
drink, do ye fend down the fame from the clouds, 
or are we the fenders thereof? If we pleafed, we 
could render the fame brackifh: Will ye not there- 
fore give thanks? What think ye? The fire which 
ye ftrike, do ye produce the tree whence ye obtain the 
fame’, or are we the producers thereof? We have 
ordained the fame for an admonition’, and an ad- 
vantage unto thofe who travel through the deferts. 
Wherefore praife the name of thy Lorn, the gréat 
GOD. Moreover I fwear' by the fetting of the 
ftars; (and it is furely a great oath, if ye knew it;) 
that this is the excellent Koran, the original whereof 
is written in the preferved’ book: none fhall touch 
the fame, except thofe who are clean*. It isa reve- 

: lation 


@ To wonder.J—Or to repent of 
your time and labour beftowed to 
little purpofe, &c. 

© We have contrafted debts, &c.] 
—Or, We are undone. 

F Weare not permitted, &c.]-Or, 
We are unfortunate wretches, who 
are denied the neceflaries of life. 

© See chap. 36. p. 307: not. P. 

4 An admonition. ]—To put men 
in mind of the refurreftion (1); 
which the produftion of fire in fome 
fort refembles: or, of the fire of 
hell (2). 


Uy) See chap. 36. p. 307. 


(2) Al Bespawi. 


3 I fwear.]——The particle la is 
generally {uppofed to be intenfive 
in this place; but if it be taken for 
a negative, the words muft be tran- 
flated, I will not or do not {wear, 
becaufe what is here afferted is too 
manifeft to need the confirmation of 
an oath (3). 4 

® None fhall touch the fame, except. 
thofe who are clean. |-Or, Let none 
touch the fame, &c. Purtty both of. 
body and mind being requifite in 
bim who would uf this book with 
the refpeé&t he ought, and hopes, 2 

ny 


(3) Idem. 
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Will: ye, 


therefore, defpife this new revelation? And do ye 
make this return for your food which ye reccive from 
GOD, that ye deny yourfelves to be obliged to him 


for the fame}? When the 


foul of a dying perfon com- 


eth up to his throat, and ye at the fame time are look- 
ing on; (and we are nigher unto him than ye, but ye 


fee not his true condition 
not to be rewarded for y: 
the fame to return into the 
And whether he be of tho 


:) would ye not, if ye are 
our actions hereafter, caufe 
body, if ye fpeak truth? 
fe who fhall approach near 


unto GOD’, his reward fhall be reft; and mercy, and 
a garden of delights: or whether he be of the com- 
panions of the right-hand, he: fhall be faluted with 
the falutation, Peace be unto thee! by the compani- 


ons of the right-hand his 


brethren: or whether he be 


of thofe who have rejeéted the true faith, and gone 
aftray, his entertainment fhall confift of boiling water, 


and the burning of hell-fire. 


truth, Wherefore praife 
great GOD. 


edify by it: for which reafon thefe 
words are ufually written on the 
cover (1). : 

1 That ye. deny yourfelves to be 
obliged to him for the fame,}]—By 
afcribing the rains, which fertilize 
your lands, to the influence of the 
tars (2). 

Some copies inflead of rizkacom, 
i.e. your food, read fhocracom, i. ¢. 
your gratitude; and then the paffage 
mav be rendered thus, And do ye 
make this. return of gratitude, for 
Goo’s revealing the Koran, that ye 
reje@t the fame as a fition? 


at 


(3 


See the Prelim. Dife. fe@, TH 


aciat. Al Brrvawi, 


(1) 
iJ 


Vou, IL 


Dd 


Verily this is a certain 
the name of thy -Lorp, the 


™ When the foul of a dying per- 
fon cometh up to his throat, a 
The meaning of this obfcure paflage 
is, If ye fhall not be obliged to give an 
account of your aétions at the laft- 
day, as by your denying the refur- 
reétion ye feem to believe, caufe the 
foul of the dying perfon to returns 
into his body; for ye may as eafily 
do that, as avoid the general judg~ 
ment (3). 

= OF thofe who thall approach 
near unto Goo. ]--—That is, of the 
leaders, or firft profeffors of the faith. 





sp. Qte (2) See ib. felt. 1. p. 42, 42 
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CHAP. LVI. 


Intitled, Iron*: revealed at MECCA, or at 
Mepina?, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


W HATEVER is in heaven and carth fingeth 
praife unto Gon; and he is mighty and wife. 
His is the kingdom of heaven and earth; he giveth 
life, and he putteth to death; and he is almighty. He 
is the firlt, and the laft; the manifeft, and the hidden : 
and he knoweth all things. wIt is he who created the 
heavens and the earth in fix days; and then afcended” 
his throne. He knoweth that which entereth into 
the carth, and that which iffueth out of the fame ; 
and that which defcendcth from heaven, and that 
which afcendeth thereto: and he is with you, where- 
foever ye be: for Gap feeth that which ye do. His 
is the kingdom of heaven and earth; and unto Gop 
éhall all things return. He caufeth the night to fuc- 
cced the day, and he cauleth the day to fucceed the 
night; and -he knoweth the innermoft part of men’s 
breafts. Belicve in Gon and his apoftle, and lay 
out in alms a part of the wealth whereof Gop hath 
made you inheritors: for unto fuch of you as be- 
lieve, and beftow alms, fhall be given a great reward. 
And what aileth you, that ye believe not in Gop, 
when the apoflle inviteth you to believe in your 
foxy; and he hath received your covenant? con- 
cerning this matter, if ye believe any propofition? It 
is he who hath fent down unto his fervant evident 
figns, that he may lead you out of darknels into 
light; for Gop is compaffionate and merciful unto 
you. “And what aileth you, that ye contribute not : 
* The word occurs towards the  ¢ He hath received your cove- 
end of thechapter, p. 421. nant. ]—That is, Ye are obliged to 
® Tris uncertain which of the two belicve in him by the ftrongeft arguy 


places was the {cene of revelation of ments and motives, 
this chapter. 


of 
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of your fubftance for the defence’ of Gon’s true reli- 
tion? Since unto Gop appertaineth the inheritance of 
heaven and earth. Thofe among you who fhall have 
contributed and fought in defence of the faith, before 
the taking of Mecca, fhall not be held equal with 
thofe who fhall contribute and fight for the fame after- 
wards‘, Thefe fhall be fuperior in degree unto thofe 
who fhall contribute. and fight for the propagation of 
lhe faith after the above-mentioned fuccefs: but unto 
ll hath Gop promifced a moft excellent reward; and 
Gop well knoweth that which ye do. Who is he that 

ill lend unto Gop an acceptable loan? for he will 
‘double the fame’unto him, and he fhall receive more- 
pver an honourable reward, On a certain day, thou 
fhalt fee the true believers of both fexes: their light 
fhall run before them, and on their right-hands*; and 
it fhall be faid unto them, Good tidings unto you this 
day: gardens through which rivers flow; ye fhall 
remain therein for ever. ‘This will be great felicity. 
On that day the hypocritical men and the hypocritical 
women fhall fay unto thofe who believe, Stay for us‘; 
that we may borrow fome of your light. It fhall be an- 
fwered, Return back into the world, and feek light. 
And a high wall fhall be fet betwixt them, wherein 
fhall be a gate, within which fhall be mercy ; and with- 
out it, over-againft the fame, the torment of hell. The 
‘nypocrites fhall call out unto the true believers, faying, 
Were we not with you? They fhall anfwer, Yea; but 
ye feduced your own fouls by your hypocrify : and ye 
waited our ruin; and ye doubted concerning the faith; 
and your wifhes deceived you, until the decree of Gon 
came, and ye died: and the deceiver deceived you 


* Thofe who fhall have contri- 
buted and fought in defence of the 
faith before the taking of Mecca, fhall 
not be held equal with thofe who 
shall contribute after.}—Becaufe af- 
terwards there was not fo great necef- 
fity for either, the Mohammedan 
religion being firmly eftablithed by 
that great fuccefs. 

*Theirlight thall run before them, 


and on the right-hand. ]—One light 
Icadin€ them the right way to para- 
dife, and the other proceeding from 
the book wherein their aftions are 
recorded, which they hold in their 
right-hand. 

© Stay for ns.]—For the righteous 
will haften to paradife fwift as light+ 
ning. 


2 concern 


420 Ar KORAN. Cuar. 87. 


concerning Gon.. This day, therefore, a ranfom thal] 
not be accepted of you, nor of thofe who have been 
unbelievers. Your abode fhall be hell-fire: this is, 
what ye have deferved; and an unhappy journey thal! 
it be thither! Is not the time yet come unto thofe 
who believe, that their hearts fhould humbly fubmit to 
the admonition of Gon, and to that truth which hath 
been revealed; and that they be not as thofe unto. 
whom the fcripture was given heretofore,and to whom 
the time of forbearance was prolonged, but their hearty 
were hardened, and many of them were wicked doers? 
Know that Gop quickeneth the earth, after it hath. 
been dead. Now have we diftin@ly declared our 
figns unto you, that ye may underftand. Verily as 
to the alins-givers, both men and women, and thofe 
who Iend unto Gop an acceptable loan, he will 
double the fame unto them; and they fhall moreover 
receive an honourable reward. And they who be- 
lieve in Gop and his apoftles, thefe are the men of 
veracity, and the witneffes in the prefence of their, 
Uorp: they fhall have their reward, and their light. 
But as to thofe who believe not, and accufe our figns 
of falfehood, they fhall be the companions of hell. 
Know that this prefent life is only a toy and a vain 
amufement: and worldly pomp, and the affeétation 
of glory among you, and the multiplying of riches 
and children, are as the plants nourifhed by the rain, 
the {pringing up whereof delighteth the hufbandmen ; 
afterwards they wither, fo that thou feeft the fame 
turned yellow, and at length they become dry ftub- 
ble. And in the life to come will be a fevere punifh- 
ment for thofe who covet worldly grandeur; and par- 
don from God, and favour for thofe who renounceit 
for this prefent life is no other than a deceitful provifion. 
Haften with cmulation to obtain pardon from your 
Lory, and paradife, the extent whereof equalleth 
the extent of heaven and carth, prepared for thofe 
who believe in Gop and his apoftles. This is the 
bounty of Gon: he will give the’ fame unto whom 
he pleafeth; and Gop is endued with great bounty. 
No’ 
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No accident happeneth in the earth, nor in your per- 
gons, but the fame was entered in the book of our de- 
crees, before we created it: verily this is eafy with 
*Gop: and this is written left ye immoderately grieve 
for the good which efcapeth you, or rejoice for that 
which happeneth unto you; for Gop loveth no proud 
or vain-glorious perfon, or thofe who are covetous, 
‘and command men covetoufnefs. And whofo turn- 
eth afide from giving alms; verily Goo is felf-fuffici- 
ent, worthy to be praifed. We formerly fent our 
‘apoftles with cvident miracles and arguments; and 
we fent down with them the {criptures, and the ba- 
lance’, that men might obferve juftice: and we fent 
them down iron”, wherein is mighty ftrength for 
war *, and various advantages unto mankind: that 
Gop may know who affifteth him and his apoftles in 
fecret’? for Gop is ftrong and mighty. We for- 
merly fet Noan and Asranam, and we eftablifhed 
in their pofterity the gift of prophecy, and the fcrip- 
ture; and of them fome were dire&ted, but many of 
‘them were evil doers. Afterwards we caufed our 
apoftles to fucceed in their footfteps : and we caufed 
Jesus the fon of Mary to fucceed them, and we 
gave him the gofpel: and we put in the hearts of 
thofe who followed him, compaffion and mercy : but 
as to the monattic ftate, they inftituted the fame (we 
did not prefcribe it to them) only out of a defire to 
pleafe Gop : yet they obferved not the fame as it 
ought truly to have been obferved. And we, gave 
unto fuch of them as believed, their reward : but 
many of them were wicked doers. O ye who believe 
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» And the balance.J—i.c. Arule to have brought down with him 


of juftice. Some think that a ba- 
lance was: a€tually brought down 
from heaven by the angel Gabriel to 
Noah, the ufe of which he was or- 
dered to introduce among his peo- 

le. 
me ‘And we fent them down iron.]- 
That is, We taught them how to 
dig the fame from mines. Al Za- 
makhfhari adds, that Adam is faid 


from paradife five things made of 
iron, viz. an anvil, a pair of tongs, 
two hammers, a greater and a lef 
fer, and a needle. 

* Wherein is mighty flrength for 
war. J——Warlike inflraments and 
weapons being generally made of 
tor. 

¥ In fecret.]—That is, fincerely 
and heartily. 


Dd3 in 
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Es the former prophets’, fear Gop, and be 
apoftle Mouammen: he will give 


Cuap. 38, 
lieve in his. 
you two portions 


of his mercy*, and he will ordain youa light wherein 


ye may walk, and he will forgive 
ready to forgive and merciful 


you; for Gop is: 
: that thofe who have 


received the fcriptures may know that they have not 
power over any of the favours of Gop, and that 
good.is in the hand of Gon; he beftoweth the fame 


on whom he pleafeth, 
beneficence. 


. Oye who believe, &e.J—Thele 
words are dire&ted to the Jews and 
Chrifians, or rather to the latter 
only, 

* Two portions of his mercy.]—~ 
One as a recompente for their behiev- 
ing in Mohammed, and the other as 
a recompente for their believing in 
the prophets who preceded him ; 
for they will not lofe the reward of 
their former religion, though it.be 
now abrogated by the promulgation 
of Iflam (1). 


for Gon is endued with great 


* That they have not_power over 
any of the favours of Gon. ii. ¢. 
That they cannot expeét to receive 
any of the favoars above-mentioned, 
becaufe they believe not in his a- 
poftie, and thefe favours are an- 
nexed to faith in him; or, That 
they have not power to dilpofe of 
Gon’s favours, particularly of the 
greatelt of them, the gift of prophe- 
cy, fo as to appropriate the fame to 
whom they pleale (2). 


{1) Al Berpawr. {2) Idem. 
C H A P. LVI 
Intitled, She who difputed; revealed at 


Mepina’ 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


XXVUIL* OW hath Goo heard the fpeech of her- who 
difputed with thee concerning her hufband, 


and made her complaint unto Gop‘; 


« Some are of opinion that the 
firft ten verfes of this chapter, cnd- 
ing with thefe words, and fear God, 
betore whom ye fhall be affembled, 
were revealed at Mecca, and the 
ref at Medina (1). 

* Her who difputed with thee con- 
ecrning her bufband, &c.j~This was 


(1) dem. 


and Gop hath 
heard 


Khawla bint Thalaba, the wife of 
Aws Ebn al Samat, who being di- 
vorced by her hufband by a form in 
ufe among the Arabs in the time of 
ignorance, viz. by faying to her, : 
Thou art tome as the back ofmy mo- 
ther (2), came to afk Mohammed’s 
opinion whether they were pele: 
nly 


(2) See chap. 39. p. 270. not. % 
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heard your mutual difcourfe: for Gop both heareth 
sand feeth. - As to thofe among you who divorce their 
wives, by declaring that they will thereafter regard 
them as their mothers ; Ict them know that they are not 
their mothers. They only aretheir mothers who brought 
them forth*; and they certainly utter an unjuftifiable 
faying, and a falfehood: but Gop is gracious and 
ready to forgive. Thofe who divorce their wives by 
declaring that they will for the future regard them as 
their mothers, and afterwards would repair‘ what 
they have faid, fhall be obliged to free a captive’ be- 
fore they touch one another. This is what ye are 
warned to perform: and Gon is well apprized of that 
which ye do. And whofo findeth not a captive to re- 
deem, fhall obferve a faft of two confecutive months, 
before they touch one another. And whofo fhall not 
be able to faft that time, fhall feed threefcore poor 
men. This is ordained you, that ye may believe in 
Gop and his apoftle. Thefe are the ftatutes of Gop: 
and for the unbelievers is prepared a grievous tor- 
ment. Verily they who oppofe Goo and his apoftle, 
fhall be brought low, as the unbelievers who preceded 


them were brought low. 


rily obliged toa feparation ; and he 
told her that it was not lawful for 
her to cohabit with her hufband 
any more: to which the replying, 
that her hufband had not put her 
away, the prophet repeated his for- 
mer decifion, adding that fuch form 
of fpeaking was by general confent 
underflood to imply a_ perpetual 
feparation. Upon this the woman 
being greatly concerned becaufe of 
the {majlnels of her children, went 
home, and uttered her complaint to 
Gop in prayer : and thcreupon_ this 
pallage was revealed (1), allowing a 
man to take his wife again, notwith- 
ftanding his having pronounced the 
above-mentioned form of divorce, on 
doing certain afts of charity, or mor- 


(1) Al Brrpaws, Jarzar. &c. 
B97. and chap. 33- p. 283- 


And now haye we fent 


tification by way of penance. 

* They only are theirmothers who 
brought them forth.]-And therefore 
no woman ought to be placed in the 
fame degree of prohibition, except 
thofe whom Gop has joined with 
them, as nurfing-mothers, and the 
wives of the prophet (2). 

£ Would repair, &c.]-This feems 
tobe here the true meaning of the 
original word, which properly figni- 
fies to return, and isvarioufly expouns 
ded by the Mohammedan do€tors, 

® Acaptive, ]}~—-Which captive, 
according to the moft received de- 
cifign, ought to be a true believer ; 
as 1s ordered for the expiation of 
man-flaughter (3). 


(2) AlBs:paws. See chap. 4. 


(3) See chap. 4. p. 112. 
Dd4 


down 
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down manifeft figns: and an ignominious punifh- 
ment awaiteth the unbelievers. On a certain da: 

Gop. fhall raife them all to life, and fhall declare 
unto them that which they have wrought. Gop hath 
taken an exaét account thereof ; but they have for- 
gotten the fame: and Gon is witnefs over all. things. 
Doft thou not perceive that Gop knoweth whatever 
is in heaven and in earth? There is no private dif- 
courfe among three perfons, but he isthe fourth of 
them ; nor among five, but he is the fixth of them 3 
neither among a {maller number than this, nor a larger, 
but he is with them, wherefoever they be: and he 
will declare unto them that which they have donc, 
on the day of refirreétion; for Gop knoweth -all 
things. Haft thou not obferved thofe who have 
been forbidden to ufe clandeftine difcourfe, but af- 
terwards rcturn to what they have been forbidden, 
and difcourfe privily among themfelves of wicked. 
nefs and enmity, and difobedience towards the 
apoftle"? And when they come unto thee, they fa- 
Jute thee with that form of" falutation wherewith Gop 
doth not falute thee‘: and they fay among them- 
telves, by way of derifion, Would not Gop punifh 
us for what we fay, if this man were a prophet ? Hell 
thall be their fufficient punifhment: they fhall go down 
into the fame to be burned ; and an unhappy journey 
thal] it be! O true believers, when ye difcourfe pri- 
vily together, difcourfe not of wickednefs, and en- 
mity, and difobedience towards the apoftle ; but dif. 
courfe of juftice, and picty: and fear Gop, before 
whom ye fhall be affembled. Verily the clandeftine 
difcourfe of the infidels proceedeth from Satan, that 


* Thofe who have been forbidden 
toule clandefline difcourle, &c.J— 
That is, The Jews and hypocritical 
Mcflems, who caballed privately to- 
gether againft Mohammed, and made 

hgns to one another when they faw 
the true believers: and this they 
continued to do, ‘notwithftanding 


they were forbidden, 

* They falute thee with that form 
of falutation wherewith Gon doth 
not falute thee. ]-It feems they ufed, 
inftead of Al falam aleica, i. e. Peace 
be upon thee, to fay, Al fim aleica, 
1. €. Mifchiefon thee, &c. (1). 


(1) Al Bewwawi, Javea. 


he 
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he may grieve the true believers: but there fhall be 
none to hurt them in the Jeaft, unlefs by the permif: 
fion of Gop ; wherefore in Gop let the’ faithful truft. 
O true believers, when, it is faid unto you, Make 
room in the affembly ;- make room *; Gop will 
grant you ample room in paradife. And when it is 
faid unto you, Rife up; rife up: Gop will raife thofe 
of you who believe, and thole to whom knowledge is 
given, to fuperior degrees of honour: ard Gop is 
fully apprized of that which yedo. © true believers, 
when ye go to fpcak with the apoltle, give alms pre- 
viouflly to your difcourfing with him': this will. be 
better for you, and more pure. But if ye find not 
what to give, verily Gon will be gracious and merciful 
unto you. Do ye fear to give alms previoufly to your 
difcourfing wth the prophet, left ye fhould impoverifh 
yourfelves ? Therefore if ye do it not, and Gop is 
gracious unto you, by difpenfing with the faid precept 
for the future, be conftant at prayer, and pay the le. 
gal alms; and obey Gop and his apofile in all other 
matters: for Gop well knoweth that which ye do. 
Haft thou not obferved thofe who have taken for 
their friends a people againft whom Gon is in- 
cenfed": They are neither of you, nor of them*: 
and they fwear to a lie* knowingly. Gop hath 
prepared for them a grievous punifhment ; for it is 
evil which they do. They have taken their oaths 
for a cloak, and they have turned men afide from the 


* When itis fatd unto you, Make 
room in the affembly ; make room. J 
In this paffage the Moflems are com- 
manded to give place, in the public 
aflemblies, to the prophet and the 
more honourable of his compani- 
ons; and not to prefs and croud 
upon him, as they ufed todo, out 
ofa defire of being near him, and 
hearing his difcourfe. 

. 1 When ye go to {peak with the a- 
pottle, give alms, &c.J—To thew 
your fincerity, and to” honour the 
apofile. Ie is doubted whether this 


be a counfel ora precept ; but how- 
ever it continued but a very little 
while in force, being agreed on alt 
hands to be abrogated by the fol- 
lowing palfage, Do ye fear to give 
alms, &c. (1) whom G 

. ™ A people again whom God is 
incepfed.J—i. e, The ¥ »ws. 

" They are neither ofyou, nor of 
them.]—Being hypocrites, and wa+ 
vering between the two parties. 

° They fwear toalic.]-i. e. The 
have folemnly profeffed Iflam, whic 
they believe not in their hearts, 


(1) Idem, 


way 
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way of Gop: wherefore a fhameful punifhment a- 
waiteth them; neither their wealth nor their children 
fhall avail them at all againft Gop. Thefe fhall be 
the inhabitants of hell-fire; they fhall abide therein 
for ever. Ona certain day Gon fhall raife them all : 
then will they fwear unto him, as they {wear now un- 
to you, imagining that it will be of iervice to them. 
Are they not bars? Saran hath prevailed againft 
them, and hath caufed them to forget the remem- 
brance of Gop. Thefe are the party of the devil; 
and fhall not the party of the devil be doomed to 
perdition? Verily they who oppofe Gon and his 
apoftle, fhall be placed among the moft vile. Gon 
hath written ; Vérily I will prevail, and my apoftles : 
for Gop is ftrong and mighty. Thou fhalt not find 
people who believe in Gop and the laft-day, to love 
him who oppofeth Gop and his apoftle; although 
they be their fathers, or their fons, or their brethren, 
or their neareft relations. In the hearts of thefe hath 
Gop written faith; and he hath ftrengthened them 
with his fpirit : and he will lead them into gardens, 
bencath which rivers flow, to remain therein for ever, 
Gop is well pleafed-in them; and they are well 
pleafedin him. Thefe are the party of Gop : and 
fhall not the party of God profper ? 


CHAP. LIX. 


Intitled, The Emigration’; revealed at 
MEDINA. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HLA T EVER is in heaven and earth cele- 
brateth the praife of Gop: and he is the 
mighty, the wife. It was he who caufed thofe who 
believed not, of the people who receive the fcripture, 


+ The original word fignifies the dwell elfewhere, whether it be by 
quitting or removing from one’s choice or compulfion 
mative euuntry, or fettlement, to 
to 
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to depart from their habitations at the firt emigra~ 
tion’. Ye did not think that they would go forth: 
and they thought that their fortreffes would proteét 
them againft Gop. But the chaftifement of Gop came 
upon them, from whence they did not expect ; and 
he caft terror into their hearts. They pulled down 
their houfes with their own hands*, and the hands of 
the true believers. Wherefore take example from 
them, O ye who have eyes. And if Gop had not 
doomed them to banifhment, he had furely punifhed 


2 Tt was Gop who caufed the un- that Khalif banifhed thofe who had 
believers, of thofe-who receive the fettled at Khaibar, and obliged them. 
{criptures, to depart from their habi- to depart out of Arabia {2). 
tations at the fr emigration. ]-The Dr. Prideaux, {peaking of Mo- 
people here intended were the Jews, hammed’s obliging thofe of al Nadir 
Pr the tribe of al Nadir, who dwelt to quit their fettlements, fays, that 
in Medina, and when Mohammed a party of his men purfued thofe 
fled thither from Mecca, promifed who fled into Syria, and having 
him to fland neuter between him overtaken them, ‘put them all to 
and his opponents, and made a the fword, exceptin only one man 
Weaty with him to that perpofe. that efcaped. With fuch cruelty, 
When he had gained the battle of continues he, did thofe barbariang 
Bedr, they confefled that he was firft fet up to fi ht for that impofture 


the prophet defcribed in the law: they had eluded into (3). But 


but_upon his Teceiving that difgrace a Jearned: gentleman has already 
at Ohod, they changed their Rote; obferved, that this is all grounded 
and Caab Ebn al ‘Athraf with 40 ona miftake, which the door wast 
horfe, went and made a league led into by an imperfeftion in the 
with Abu Sofian, which they con- printed edition of E macinus; wheres 
firmed by oath. | Upon this, Mo- after mentioning the expulfion of 
hammed got Caab difpatched, and, the Nadirites, are inferted. fome in- 
in the 4th year of the Hejra, fet coherent words relating to another 
forward againft al Nadir, and be- aétion, which happened the month 
Geged them in their fortrefs, which before, and wherein 7° Moflems, 
flood about 3 miles from Medina, inftead of putting others to the- 
for 6 days, ‘at the end of which {word, were furprifed and put to 
they capitulated, and were allowed the {word themfelves, together with- 
to depart, on condition that they their leader al Mondar Ebn Omar, 
thould entirely quit that place: and Caah Ebn Zeid alone efcaping (4). 
accordingly fome of them went into * They pulled down their houfes 
Syria, and others to Khaibar and with. their own hands.]—— Doing 
Hira (1}. Toy what damage they could, that the 
This was the fir emi ration, Moflems might have the lefs ad. 
mentioned in the paffage before us. vantage of what they were obliged 
The other happened _feveral years to Fave behind them. . 
after, in the reign of Omar, when 


(1) Al Beroawi, Jarra. &e, V. Asv’:e. vit. Mob. ¢a . 5. 
(2) Tidem, Interp. (3) Paro. Life of Mah, p. 82, JV. 
AGNIER, not. in Azu’ir, vit. Moh, Ps 72. 
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them in this world’: and in the world to come they 
fhall {uffer the torment of hellfire. This, becaufe 
they oppofed Gon and his apoftle: and whofo Oppo- 
feth Gop, verily Gon will be fevere in punifhing him. 
What palm-trecs ye cut down, or left flanding on 
their roots, were fo cut down or left by the will of 
Gop; and that he might difgrace the wicked doers. 
And as to the fpoils of thefe people which Gop hath 
granted wholly to his apoftle', ye did not pufh for- 
ward any horfes oy camels againft the fame*; but 
Gop giveth unto his apoftles dominion over whom he 
pleafcth: for Gop is almighty. The fpoils of the in- 
habitants of the towns which Gop hath granted to 
his apoftle, are due unto Gop and to his apoftle, and 
him who is of kin to the apoftle, and the orphans, and 
the poor, and the traveller ; that they may not be for 
ever divided in a circle among fuch of you as are 
rich, What the apoitle fhall give you, that accept ; 
and what he fhall forbid you, that abftain from: and 
fear Gop; for Gon is fevere in chaftifing, A part 
alfo belongeth to the poor Monajer1n“, who have 
been difpoffeffed of their houfcs and their fubftance, 
feeking favour from Gon, and his good-will, and 
affiting Gop and his apoftle. Thefe are the men of 
veracity. And they who quietly poffeffed the town 
of Mepina, and profeffed the faith without molefta. 


Cuar. 59, 


* He had furely panithed them in 
this world. ]—By delivering them up 
to flaughter and captivity, as he did 
thole of Koreidha. 

* Asto the fpoils which Gon hath 
granted wholly to his apoftle, &c.] 
It isremarkable, that inthis expe- 
dition the {poils were not divided 
according to the law given for that 
purpofe m the Koran (1), but were 
gramted to the apoftle, and declared 
ta be entirely in his difpofition : 
And the reafon was, becaufe the 
place was taken without the affil- 
ance of horfe; which became a rule 


(2} Chap. 8. p. 230. 


EIDAWL, 


(6) V. Axw'tr. vit. Moh. p, gt. 
(a}Idem, V. Asetzr. abi 


for the future 2), 

“ Ye did not pufh forward any 
horfes or camels againft the fame. J~ 
For the fettlement of thofe of al Na- 
dir being fo near Medina, the Mof- 
lems went all on foot thither, except 
only the prophet himfelf (3). 

“ To the poor Mohajerin.] 
Wherefore Mohammed difiributed 
thofe fpoilsamong the Mohijerin, or 
thofe who had fled from Mecca, on- 
ly ; and gave no part thereof to the 
Anfars, or thofe of Medina, except 
only to three of them, who were in 
neceffitous circumitances (4), 





(3) Al 
tion, 


. 72. 
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tion, before them*, love him who hath fled unto 
them, and find in their breafts no want of that which 
is given the Monayertn’, but prefer them before 
themfelves, although there be indigencé among them. 
And whofo is preferved from the covetoufnefs of his 
own foul, thofe fhall furely profper. And ‘they who 
have come after them’, fay, O Lorn, forgive us 
and our brethren who have preceded us in the faith, 
and put not into our hearts ill-will againft thofe who 
have believed: O Lorp, verily thou art compaf- 
fionatc and merciful. Haft thou not obferved them 
who play the hypocrites? They fay unto their. bre- 
thren who believe not, of thofe who have received 
the feriptures*, Verily if ye be expelled your habita- 
tions, we will furely go forth with you; and we will 
not pay obedience, in your refpeét, unto any one for 
ever: and if ye be attacked, we will certainly affit 
ou. But Gop is witnefs that they are liars. "Verily 
if they be expelled, they will not go forth with 
them; and if they be attacked, they will not affitt 
them?; and if they do affift them, they will furel 
turn their backs: and ‘they fhall not be prateied: 
Verily ye are flronger than they, by reafon of the ter- 
ror calt into their breatts from Gop. This, becaufe : 
they are not people of prudence. They will not: 
fight again{t you in a body, except in fenced towns, | 
or from behind walls. ‘Their flrength in war among | 


*They who quietly poffelfed Me- 
dina, and profeffed the faith without 
moleftation, before them. }—That is, 
the Anfars: who enjoved their hou- 
Ses, and the free eseicife of their re- 
ligion before the Hejra, while the 
converts of Mecca were perfecuted 
and haraffed by the idolatcrs. 

¥ And find in their breafts no want 
of that which is given the Mohajc- 
ria. J+. e. And bear than no gradge 
or envy on that accound, 

> Chey who have come afterthem, } 
—The perfons here meant feem to be 
thofe who fled from Mecca after 








Mohammed began to gain ftrength, 
and hisreligion had made a confider- 
able progrefs. * 

* Their brethren who believe not, 
of thofe who have received the fcrip- 
tures. ]——That is, the Jews of the 
tribe of al Nadir. 

> If they be expelled, they will 
nev go forth with them; and if they 
be attacked, they will not affilt them. ] 
~And _ it happened accordingly; for 
Ebn Obba, and his confederates, 
wrote to the Nadirites to this purpofe, 
bat never perfor:ned their promife 
tue . 


fs) Al Berpawr. 
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_themfelves is great *: thou thinkeft them to be united; 
but their hearts are divided. - This, becaufe they are 
people who do not underftand. Like thofe wha lately 
preceded them ‘, they have tafted the evil confequence 
of their decd ; and a painful torment is prepared for them 
hereafter. Thus have the hypocrites deceived the Jews: 
like the devil, when he faith unto a man, Be thou an 
infidel; and when he is become an infidel, he faith, 
Verily 1 am clear of thee; for I fear Gon, the Lorp 
of all creatures. Wherefore the end of them boih {hall 
be that they fhall dwell in hell-fire, abiding therein for 
ever: and this fhall be the recompenfe of the unjuft. 
O true believers, fear Gon; and let a foul look what 
it fendeth before for the morrow *: and fear Gon, for 
Gop is well acquainted with that which ye do. And 
be not as thofe who have forgotten Gop, and whom he 
hath caufed to forget their own fouls: thefe are the 
wicked doers. The inhabitants of hell-fire, and the in- 
habitants of paradife, fhall not be held equal. ‘The in- 
habitants of paradife are they who fhall enjoy felicity. 
If we had fent down this Koran on a mountain, 
thou wouldett certainly have feen the farne humble 
itfelf, and cleave in funder for fear of Gop. Thefe 
fimilitudes do we propofe unto men, that they may 
confider, He is Gov,-befides whom there is no Gov; 
who knoweth that which is future, and that which is 
prefent: he is the moft Merciful; he is Gon, befides 
whom there is no Gop: the King, the Holy, the 
Giver of peace, the Faithful, the Guardian, the 
Powerful, the Strong, the moft High. Far be Gop 
: exalted above the idols which they affociate with him! 


© Their flrength in “war among 
themfelves is great. J—i.e. It 35 not 
their weakunefs or cowardice whith 
makes them decline 2 ficld battle 
with you, fince thev thew ftrength 
and valour enough in their wars with 
one another; but both fail them 
when they enter into the lifts with 
Goo aiid his apoflle. - 





? Like thofe who lately preceded 
them. ]-viz. The idolaters who were 
flain at Bedr 5 or the Jews of Kainoka, 
who were plundered and fent into 
exile before thofe of al Nadir. 

* For the morrow. }—That is, For 
the. next life, which may be called 
the morrow, as this prefent life ‘may 
be called to-day, 


He 
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He is Gop, the Creator, the Maker, the Former. ‘He 
hath moft excellent names‘. Whatever is in heaven 
and earth praifeth him: and he is the Mighty, the Wife, 


® See chap. 7. p. 228. not. ©. 


CHAP. LX. 


Intitled, She who is tried*; revealed at 
Mepina, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon, 


True believers, take not my enemy and your 

enemy for your friends*, fhewing kindnefs to- 
ward them; fince they believe not in the truth which 
‘hath come unto you, having expelled the apoftle 
and yourfelves from your native city, becaufe ye be- 
lieve in Gov, your Lorn. If ye go forth to fight 
‘in defence of my religion, and out of a defire to pleafe 
me, and privately thew friendfhip unto them*; verily 


® The chapter bears. this title, he- 
caule it direéts the women who defert 
and come over from the infidels to 


teb how he came to be guilty of fach 


an aétion? to which he replied, that 
it was not out of infidelity, ora de- 


the Moflems, to be examined, and 
tried whether they be fincere in their 
proteffion of the faith. 

» Take not my enemy and your 
enemy for your fiends, &e.J--This 
alfage was revealed on account of 

ateb Eba Abi Haltaa, who uader- 
fanding that Mohammed had a de- 
fign to furprife Mecca, wrote a let- 
ter to the Koreifh, giving them no- 
tice of the intended expedition, and 
advifed them to be oa their guard: 
which letter he fent by Sarah,a maid- 
fervant belonging to the family of 
Hathem, The meffenger had “not 
been gone long, before Gabviel dif 
covered the affairto the prophet, who 
immediately fent after her, and hav- 
ing intercepted the letter, alked Ha- 


fire to return to idolatry, but merely 
to induce the Koreith to treat his fae 
mily, which was fill at Mecca, with 
fome kindnefs ; adding, that he was 
well alfared bus intelligence would 
he of no fervice atall 10 the Meccans, 
becaufe he was fatisfied Gop would 
take vengeance on them. Wheres 
upon Mohammed received his ex- 
cufe, and pardoned him: but it was 
thought proper to forhid any fuch 
prattices for thesfurure (2), 

* And privately thew fciendthip 
unto them. )]——The verb here uled 
has alfo a contrary fignification, ace 
cording to which the words may be 
rendered, and yet openly fhew friend. 
fhip unto them. 


fi} Wem, V. Age‘er, vit. Moa. Pp. 103. 
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-I well know that which ye conceal, and that heh ye 
sdifcover: and whoever of you doth this, hath already 
erred from the ftrait path. If they get the better of 
you, they will be encmies unto you, and they will ftretch 
forth thcir hands and their tongues againft you with 
evil: and they earneftly defire that ye fhould become 
unbelievers. Neither your kindred nor your children 
will avail you at all on the day of refurre€tion, which 
will {eparate you from one another: and Goo feeth 
that which ye do. Ye have an excellent pattern in 
Asrauam, and thofe who were with him, when they 
faid unto their people, Verily we are clear of you, and 
of the idols which ye worthip, befides Gop: we have 
renounced you; and cumity and hatred is begun be- 
tween us and you for ever, until ye belicve in Gop 
alone: except ABRAHAM'S faying unto his father, Ve- 
rily I will beg pardon for thee *; but I cannot obtain 
ought of Gop in thy behalf. xO Lorp, in thee do we 
aru, and unto thee are we turned; and before thee 
ifhall we be affembled hereafter. O Lorn, fuffer us 
‘not to be put to trial by the unbelievers'; and forgive 
‘us, O Lorp; for thou art mighty and wile fVerily ye, 
have in them an excellent example, unto him who 
hopeth in Gon and the laft-day: and whofo turneth 
back; verily Gop is felf-fufficient, and praife-worthy. 

Peradventure Gop will eftablifh friendfhip between 
yourfelves and fuch of them as ye now hold for ene- 
mies": for Gop is powerful; and Gop is inclined 
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® Except Abraham’s faving unto 
his father, Verity I will afk pardon 
for thee.j—For in this Abraham’s 
example ts not to be followed. Sce 
chap. 9. p. 263. 

' Suffer ns not to Se put to trial by 
the unbelievers. Ji, e. Sutfer chem 
not to prevail nft us, left they 
thence conclude themfelves to be in 
the risht, and endeavour to make us 
deny our faith by the terror of perfe- 
cution (1). 

™ Peradventure Gop will eftablith 





(1) AlBzrpawi. 


friendthip between you, &c.J—And 
this happened accordingly on the 
taking of Mecca; when Abu Sofin, 
and others of the Koreifh, who had 
ull then been inveterate enemies to 
the Maflems, embraced the fame 
faith, and became their friends and: 
brethren. Some fuppofe the mar- 
riage of Mohammed with Omm Ha- 
biba, the daughter of Abu Soffan, 
which wascelebrated the year before, 
to be here intended (2). 


(2) V. Gacwize, not. in Abw'lf, vit. Moh. p. gt. 
to 
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to forgive, and merciful. As to thofe who have not 
borne arms again{ft you on account of religion, nor 
turned you out of your dwellings, Goo forbiddeth 
you not to deal kindly with them, and to behave 
juftly towards them’; for Gop loveth thole who 
aét juftly. But as to thofe who haye borne arms 
againft you on account of religion, and have. dif- 
poffeffed you of your habitations, and have affifted 
in difpoffeffing you, Gop forbiddcth you to enter in- 
to friendfhip with them: and whofoever of you en- 
tereth into friendfhip with them, thofe are unjuit 
doers. O true believers, when believing: women 
come unto you as refugees, try them: Gop well 
knoweth their faith. And if ye know them to be 
true belicvers, fend them not back to the infidels: 
they are not lawful for the unbelievers to have in mar- 
riage; neither are the unbelievers lawful for them. 
But give their unbelieving hufbands what they fhall 
have expended for their dowers*, Nor fhall it be any 
crime in you if ye marry them, provided ye. give 
them their dowries", And retain not the patronage 
of the umbelieving women: but demand back that 
which ye have expended for the dowry of fuch of your 


" As to thofe who have not borne 
arms againft you, &c. |-This paflage, 
it is faid, was revealed on account of 
Koteila bint Abd’al Uzza, who hav- 
fag, while fhe was an idolatrefs, 
brought fome prefents to her daugh- 
ter, Afma bint Abi Becr, the latter 
not only refufed to accept them, but 
even denied her admittance (1). 

© But give their unbelieving huf- 
bands what they fhall have expended 
for their dowers. ]—For according té 
the terms of the pacification of al 
Hodeibiya (2), each fide was to re- 
turn whatever came into their power 
belonging to the other; wherefore 
when the Moflems were, by this pal- 
fage, forbidden to reftore the married 
women who fhould come over to 
them, they were at the fame ume 


(:) AlBrrnawr, (2) See chap. 48. p. 984, &c. 
Fie. 


Vor, I, 


commanded to make fome fort of fa- 
tisfaGtion by returning their dowry. 

Tt is related, that after the afore- 
faid pacification, while Mohammed 
was yet at al Hodeibiya, Sobeia bint 
al Hareth, of the tribe of Aflam, 
having embraced Mohammedifm, her 
hufband, Mofafer the Makbzumite, 
came and demanded her back; up- 
on which this paflage was revealed: 
and Mohammed, purfuant thereto, 
adminiftered to her the oath there- 
after direfted, and returned her hnf- 
band her dower; and then Omar 
married her (3). 

eProvided ye give them their 
dowries.]—For what is returned to 
their former hufbands is not to be 
confidered as their dower. 


(3) Al Bzroawi. - 
wives 
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wives as go over to the unbelievers; and let them de- 
mand back that which they have expended for the 
dowry of thofe who come over to you. This is the 
judgment of Gop, which he eftablifheth among you: 
and Gop is knowing and wile, If any of your 
wives? efcape from you to the unbelievers, and ye 
have your turn by the coming over of any of the un- 
believers wives to you'; give unto thofe believers 
whofe wives fhall have gone away, out of the dowries 
of the latter, fo much as they -fhall have expended for 
the dowers of the former ::and fear ‘Gop, ix whom 
ye believe. O prophet, when believing ‘women come 
unto thee, and plight their faith unto thee+. that 
they will not affociate any thing with Goo, nor fteal, 
hor commit fornication, nor kill their children 4 
nor come wih a calumny which they- have forged 
between their hands and their feet", nor be difobe. 
dient to thee in that which fhall be reafonable: then 
do thou plight thy faith unto them, and afk pardon 
for them ‘of ‘Gon :.for-Go-ts dnclned to forgive, 
and merciful. O true believers, énter not into friend- 
fhip with a pcople againft whom Gop is incenfed“: 
they defpair of the life to come*, as the infidels de- 

: fpair 
*« Any of your wives. J—Literally, 


L p-62. Some are of opinion, that 
any thing of your wives; which fome 


this paffage was hot revéaled ‘til the 


interpret, any part of their dowry. 

* And ye have your turn, &c.J— 
Or, as the original verb may alfo be 
tranflated, and ye take fpoils: in 
which cafe the meaning will be, that 
thofe Moflems, whofe wives hall 
have gone over to the infidels, fhall 
have a fatisfétion for their dower 
out of the next booty. This law, 
they fay, was given, becaufe the 
idolaters, after the Preceding verfe 
had been revealed, refufed to cgmply 
therewith, or to make any return of 
the dower of thofe women who 
went over to them from the Mof 
Jems (1); fo that the latter were ob- 
liged to indemnify themfelvesasthey 
could. 


* See the Prelim. Dife. fed. II, 


(1) Idem, (2) Idem. 


day of the takirig of Mecca; whem 
after having received the folemn 
fubmiffion of the men, he proceed- 
ed to receive that of the wotnen 


* See chap. 81. 

“ Nor come witha calumny, &c.} 
Jatlalo’ddin underflands thefe 
words of laying their fpurians chil- 
dren to their hufbands. 

. ™ A people againft whom Goo is 
incenfed.J——i.e. The infidels in 
general; or the Jews in particular 





* They defpair of the life to come.] 
=By reafon of their infidelity; or 
becaufe they well know they cane 
not expeét to be made partakers of 
the happinefs of the next life, by 

reafon 
(3) See chap. 1. p. 2, 
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fpair of the refurreftion of thofe who dwell in the 
graves. 


miffion is confirmed by miracles 


GQ). 
(1) Al Beiwawz. 


realon of their rejeéting of the 
phet foretold in the law, and whofe 


CHA P. LXIL 


Intitled, Battle Array; revealed at Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon... 


HATEVER is in heaven and in earth ce- 

VY = lebrateth the praife of Gon; for he is mighty 
and wife. true believers, why do ye fay that which 
ye do not*? It is moft odious in the fight of Gop, 
that ye fay that which ye do not. Verily Gop loveth 
thofe who fight for his religion in battle array, as 
though they were a well-compaéted building, Re- 
member when Moszs faid unto his people, O my 
people, why do ye injure me*; fince ye know that 
I am the apoftle of Gop fent unto you? And when 
they had deviated from the truth, Gov made their 
hearts to deviate from the right way ; for Gop direét- 
eth not wicked people. ; And when Jesus the Son 
of Mary faid, O children of Israezr, verily I am 
the apoftle of Gop fent unto you, confirming the 
law which was delivered before me, and bringing 
good tidings of an apoftle who fhall come after me, 


Y Or, as fome, rather judge, at 
Medina; which opinion is confirm 
by the explication in the next note. 

* Why do ye fay that which ye do 
not?J——The commentators gene- 
rally fuppofe thefe words to be di- 
refted to the Moflems, who, not- 
withftanding they had folemoly en- 
gaged to fpend their lives and for- 


-tunes in defence of their faith, yet 


fhamefully turned their backs at the 
battle of Ohod (1). They may, how- 
ever, be applied to hypocrites of all 
forts, whofe aélions contradi& their 
words. 

* Why do ye injure me?]—viz. 
By your difobedience ; or by mali- 
cioufly afperfing me (2). 
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and whofe name fhall be Aumep*. And when he 
produced unto them evident miracles, they faid, 
This is manifeft forcery. But who is more unjutt 
than he who forgeth a lie againft Gop, when he is 
invited unto IsLam? And Gop dire@eth not the 
unjuf people. They feck to extinguith Gon’s light 
with their mouths: but Gop will perfeé his light, 
though the infidels be averfe thereto. It is he who‘ 
hath fent his apoftle with the direG@tion, and the reli- 
gion of. truth, that he may exalt the fame above 
every religion, although the idolaters be averfe there- 
to. O truce belicvers, fhall I fhew you a merchandife 
which will deliver you from a painful torment here- 
after? Believe in. Goo and his apoftle; and defend 
Gon’s true religion with your fubitance, and in your 
own perfons, “Phis will be better for you, if ye knew 
it. He will forgive you your fins, and will intro- 
duce you inte gardens through which rivers flow, 
and agrecable habitations in gardens of perpetual 
abode. This will be great felicity. And ye fhall ob-. 
tain other things which ye defire, namely, affiftance 
from Gon, and a {peedy vidory. And do thou bear 
good tidings to the true believers. O true believers, 
{be ye the affiftants of Gon; as Jesus the Son of 
{Mary faid to the apoltles, Who will be my affiftants 
iwith refpe@ to Gop? The apottles anfwered, We 
iwill be the affiftants of Gov. So a part of the chil- 
‘dren of Isnaxx believed, and a part believed not#: 
but we ftrengthened thofe who believed, above their 
enemy; wherctore they became viGorious over them. 


& Whofe name fhall be Ahmed.] 
~¥or Mohammed alfo bore the name 
of Abmed; both namics being de- 
rived {rom the fame root, and nearly 




















of the fame Rgnification. The-Per~ 
fian paraphratt, to fupport what is 
here alleged, quotes the following 


words of Curis, I goto my father, 
and the Paraclete fhall come (aj: the 
Mohammedan doélors unanimoufly 





teaching, that by the Paraclete, (or, 
as they chufe to read it, the Peri. 
clyte, or Lilurious) their prophet is 
intended, and no other (2), ‘ 

© See chap. 3. p. 64. 

4 Anda part believed not.]—Ei- 
ther by reje@ing him, or by affirm. 
ing him to be Gop, and the fon of 
Gop (3}. 


Ses Aa en oe 
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C H A P. LXi. 
Antitled, The Affembly ; revealed at Mepina. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


. HATEVER is in heaven and earth praifeth 

Gop ; the King, the Holy, the Mighty, the 
Wife, Itis he who hath raifed up amidft the illite- 
rate ARABraNns an apoftle from among themfelves‘, 
to rehcarfe his figns unto them, and to. purify them, 
sand to teach them the {criptures and wifdom3; where- 
as before they were certainly in a manifelt error: and 
others of them have not yet attained unto them, by 
embracing the faith ; though they alfo fhall be converted 
in GOD's good time ; for heis mighty and wife. This 
is the free grace of Gop: he beftowetlr the fame on 
whom he pleafeth : and Gon is endued with great 
sbeneficence, ‘The likencfs of thofe who were charged 
with the obfervance of the law, and then obferved it 
not, is as the likenefs of an afs laden with books‘, 
How wretched is the likenefs of the people who 
charge the figns of Gop with falfehood! and Gop 
diretteth not the unjuft people. Say, O ye who fol- 
low the Jewifh religion, if ye fay that ye are the 
friends of Gop above other men, wifh for death®, if 
.ye fpeak truth. But they will never wifh for it, be- 
-caufe of that which their hands have fent before 
them’: and Gop well knoweth the unjuft. Say, 
Verily death, from which ye fly, will furely meet 
you: then. fhall ye be brought before him who 
.knoweth as well what is concealed as *what is difco. 


* 
© See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. 11. does the books he carries. 
pe 55+ « With for death.J—i. e. Make 
+! As the likenefs of anafsladen it your requeft to Gon, that he 
with books.]—Becaufe they under- would tranflate you from this trou- 
ftand not the prophecies contained blefome world to a fate of nevere 
i law, which bear witnefs to fading blifs 
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covered; and he will declare unto you that which 
ye have done. O true believers, when ye are called 
to prayer on the day of the aflembly ', haften to the 
commemoration of Gop, and leave merchandifing 
This will be better for you, if ye knew it. And 
when prayer is ended, then difperfe yourfelves through 
the land as ye lift, and feek gain of the liberality of 
Gop*: and remember Gop frequently, that ye may 
profper. But when they fee any merchandifing, or 
fport, they flock thereto, and leave thee ftanding up 
in thy pulpit’. Say, The reward which is with Gop 


is better than any {port or merchandife: and Gop is 


the beft provider. 


§ The day of the aflembly.]~That 
is Fiiday, which being more pecu- 
liarly fet apart by Mohammed for the 
public worthip of Goo, is there- 
Tore called Yawn al joma, i.e. the 
day of the affembly, or congregation; 
whereas it was before called al 
Ariba, -The fir time this day was 
particilarly obferved, as fome fay, 
was on the ptophet’s arrival at 
ti:a; into which city be made 
his fit! entry on a Friday: but 
others tell us, that Caab Ebn Lowa, 
one of Mohammed's anceftors, gave 
the day its prefent name, becaufe 
on that day the people ufed to be 
affembled before him (1). One rea- 
fon given for the obfervation of 
Friday, preferably to any other day 
of the week, is becaufe on that day 
Gop finithed the creation (2), 

* And feek gain of the liberality 
of Gon. ]——By returning to your 
commerce and worldly occupations, 





(1) Al Berpawr. 
Bsrpawi, Jariaco’ppry. 


(2) V. Got.in Alfrag. p. 15. 


if ye think fit: for the Mohamme- 
dans do not hold themfelves obliged 
to obferve the day of their public af 
fembly with the fame ftri€tnefs as 
the Chriftians and Jews do their re- 
fpeflive Sabbath ; or particularly to 
abftain from work, after they have 
rformed, their devotions. Some, 
owever, ffom a tradition of their 
et, are of opinion, that works 
of charity, and religious exercifes, 
which may draw down the bleffin 
of Gon, are recommended in this 
pallage. 
a When they fee any merchandif 
ing, or fport, &c.J-It is related, that 
one Friday, while Mohammed was 
reaching, a caravan of Merchants 
appened to arrive with their drums 
beating, according to cuftom; 
which the congregation hearing, 
they all ran out of the Mofque to fee 
them, except twelve only (3). 


(3) Al 


Caan, 65° 


A. KORAN, 
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CHAP. Lx. 


Intitled, The H ypocrites; revealed at Menin a, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


WwW 


the apoftle of Gon. 
art indeed his apoltle : 


This is teftified of them, 


HEN the hypocrites come unto thee, they 
fay, We bear witnefs that thou art 


indeed 


And Gon knoweth that thou 
bat 
the hypocrites are certain] 
their oaths for a prote@tion, 
from the way of Gop: it is 


Gop beareth witnefs that 
y liars. They have taken 
and they turn others afide 
furely evil which they do, 


becaufe they believed, and 


afterwards became unbelievers : wherefore a feal is 


fet on their hearts, and 
When thou _beholdeft 


they fhall not underftand. 
them, 


their perfons pleafe 


thee": and if they fpeak, thou hearett their difcourfe 


with delight. ‘They 
againft a wall*, 
againft them», 

ware of them: 


to them, Come, 
pardon for you; 


equal unto them, whether 


™ When thon beboldeft_ them, 
their perfons pleafe thee, &c.J—The 
commentators tell us, that Abdallah 
Ebn Obba, a chief hypocrite, was a 
tall man,’ of a very graceful pre- 
fence, and of a ready and eloquent 
tongue; and ufed to frequent the 
prophew’s aflembly, attended by fe- 
veral like himfelf: and that thefe 
men were greatly admired by Mo- 
bammed, who was taken with their 
handfome appearance, and liftened 


fey} AV Ree 


refemble pieces of timber fet up 
They, ispagine every hout to. be 
They are enemies; ‘wherefore be- 
Gop curfe them: how 
turned afide from the truth! And when it is 


are they 
faid un- 


that the apoftle of Gop may afk 
they turn away their heads, and 
thou feeft them retire big with difdain, 


It fhall be 
thou afk pardon for them, 


to their difcourfe with pleafure (1). 
= They refemble pieces of timber 
fet up againit a wall }-Beng tall and 
big, but void of nowledge and 
confiderationde), 

°* They imagine every fhout to be 
again ¢ em. {Lavin under con. 
tinual apprehenfions; Secaufs they 
are confctous of their hypocrify to- 
wards Gop, and their infincerity to- 
wards the Moflems, 
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or do not afk pardon for them; Gop will by no. 
means forgive them: for Gop dire€eth not the pré- 
varicating people. Thefe are the men who fay to the 
inhabitants of Mepin.a, Do not beftow any thing on 
the refugees who are with the apoftle of Goo, that 
they may be obliged to feparate from him. Whereas 
unto Gop belong the ftores of heaven and earth: but 
the hypocrites do not underitand. They fay, Verily, 
if we return to Mepina, the worthier fhall expel 
thence-the meaner’, Whereas fuperior worth be- 
longeth unto Gop, and his apoftle, and the true be- 
lievers: bat the hypocrites know it not. O true 
believers, Jet not your riches or your children. divert 
you from the remembrance of Gop: for whofoever 
doth this, they will furcly be lofers. And give alms 
out of that which we have beflowed on vou ; befare 
death come unto one of you, and he fay, O Lorn, 
wilt thou not grant me refpite for a fhort term; that 
J may give alms, and become one of the righteous ? 
For Gon will by no means grant further refpite to a 
foul, when its determined time is come: and Gop 
is fully apprized of that which ye do. 

® They fay, Verily, ifwe return in a certain expedition uarrelling 
to Medina, the .worthier fhall expel with an Arab of the delert about 
thence the meaner. }--Thele, as well water, received a blow on the head 


as the preceding, were the words witha flick, and made his complaint 
of Ebn Obba to one of Medina, who thereof to him (1), 


(4) Idem. 
CHAP. LXIV. 
Intitled, Mutual Deceit; revealed at Mecca’. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HATEVER is in heaven and earth cele. 
brateth the praifes of Gov: his is the king- 

dom, and unto him isthe praife due; for he is al- 
« The commentators are not or partly at the one place, and partly 


agreed whether this chapter was atthe other, 
revealed at Mecca, or at Medina ; 


mighty, 
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mnighty. It is he who hath created you; and one of 

you is predeftined to be an unbeliever, and another of 
"you ispredettined to be a believer: and Gop beholdeth 
. that which ye do. He hath created the heavens and 
- the earth with truth; and he hath fathioned you, and 
given you beautiful forms: and unto him muft ye all 
go. He knoweth whatever is in heaven and -earth : 
» and he ‘knoweth that which ye conceal, and that 
which ye difcover; for Gop Knoweth the innermolt 
part of men’s breafts, Have ye not been acquainted 
with the ory of thofe who difbelieved heretofore, 
and taftcd the evil confequence of their behaviour ? 
And for them is prepared, in the life to come, ‘a tor- 
menting punifhment. This fhall they fuffer, becaufe 
their apottles came unto them with evident proofs of 
their miffion, and they faid, Shall men direét us? 
Wherefore they believed not, and turned their backs, 
But Goo ftandeth in need of no perfon: for Gon is 
felf-fufficient, and worthy to be praifed. ‘The unbe- 
lievers imagine that they fhall not be raifed again. 
Say, Yea, by my Lorn, ye fhall furely be raifed 
again: then fhall ye be told. that which ye have 
wrought; and this is eafy with Gon. Wherefore 
believe in Gop and his apoftle, and the light which 
we have fent down: for Gop is well acquainted with 
that which ye do, On a certain day he fhall affemble 
you, at the day of the general affembly: that will be 
the day of mutual deceit, And whofo fhall believe 
in Gop, and fhall do that which is right, from him. 
will he expiate his cvil deeds, and he will lead him 
into gardens beneath which rivers flow, to remain 
therein for cvcr. This will be great felicity. But 
they who fhall not believe, and fhall,accufe our figns 
of falfehood, thofe fhall be the inhabitants of hell-fire, 
wherein they fhall remain for ever; and a wretched 

® The day of mutual deceit.J— they would have had in paradife, had 


When the bleffed will deceive the they heen true believers ; and 
damned, by aking the places which trariwife (1), seams 


(1) Idem, Jattaro’ovin, Yauva, 


journey 
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journey fhall it be thither! No misfortune happeneth 
but by the permiffion of Gop ; and whofo believeth 
in Gop, he will direé&t his heart: and Gop knoweth 
all things. Wherefore obey Gon, and obey the 
apoftle: but if ye turn back, verily the duty incum- 
bent on our apoftle is only public preaching. Gon! 
there is no Gon but he: wherefore in Gon let the 
faithful put their truft. O true believers, verily of 
your wives and your children ye have an enemy *: 
wherefore beware of them. But if ye pafs over their 
offences, and pardon, and forgive them'; Gop-is 
likewife inclined to forgive, and merciful. Your 
wealth and your children are only a temptation: but 
with Gop is a great reward. Wherefore fear Gon, 
;as much as ye are able; and hear, and obey: and 
tgive alms, for the good of your fouls; for whofo is 
| preferved from the covetoufnefs of his own foul, 
‘they fhall profper. If ye lend unto Gop an accep- 
table loan, he will double the fame unto you, and 
will. forgive ‘you: for Go is grateful and long: 
fuffering, knowing both what is hidden, and what 
is divulged; the Mighty, the Wife. 


+ Of your wives and your children belong tothe Lorn (2). 
ye have an enemy.J—For thefe are ‘ If ye pafs over their offences, 
apt to diftra 4 man from his duty, &c.}-Confidering that the hindrance 
elpecially in time of diftrefs (1); a they may occahan you proceeds 
martied man caring for the things from their affection, and ‘their ill 
that are of this world, while the un- bearing your abfence intime of war, 
maartied careth for the things that &c. 


(:) Tidem. {2) See 1 Corinth. vii. a5, &e. 
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CHAP. LXV. 
Intitled, Divorce; revealed at Mepina, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Prophet, when ye divorce women, put them 

away at their appointed term‘; and compute 

the term exaétly : and fear Gop, your Lorp. Oblige 
them not to go out of their apartments, neither Jet 
them go out, until the term be expired, unlefs they be 
guilty of manifeft uncleannefs. Thefe are the fla- 
tutes of Gon: and whoever tranfgreffeth the flatutes 
of Gon, affuredly injureth his own foul. Thou 
knowelt not whether Gop will bring fomething new 
to pafs, which may reconcile them, after this. And 
when they fhall have fulfilled their term, either re- 
tain them with kindnefs, or part from them honour- 
ably : and take witnefles from among you, men of 
"integrity ; and give your tefti -@s. in the. pre. 
fence of Gov. This admonition is given unto -him 
who believeth in Gop and the laft-day: and: whofo 
feareth Gon, unto him will he grant a happy iffue 
out of all his affli€tions, and he will beftow on him an 
ample provifion from whence he expeéteth it not: 
and whofo trufteth in Gon, he will be his fufficient 
fupport; for Gono will furely attain his purpofe. 
Now hath Gop appointed unto every thing a deter. 
mined period. As to fuch of your wives as fhall de- 


{pair having their courfes, 


«At their appointed term, J-That 
is, When they fhall have had their 
courfes thrice, after the time of 
their divorce, if they prove not to 
be with child; or, if they prove 
with child, when they fhall have 
been delivered (1). “Al Beidawi 
fuppofes bufbands are hereby com- 


by reafon of their age; if 


manded to divorce their wives while 
they are clean: and fays, that the 
pallage was revealed on account of 
Ebn Omar, who divorced his wife 
when the had her courfes upon her, 
and was therefore obliged to take 


her again. 


(1) See chap. 2. p. gs. 


ye 
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ye be in doubtthereof, let their term be three months: 
and let the fame be the term of thofe who have not yet 
had their courfes. But as to thofe who are pregnant, 
their term fhall be, until they be delivered of their 
burden”. And whofo feareth Gop, unto him wil! 
be make his command eafy. This is the command 
of Gop, which he hath fent down unto you. And 
whofo feareth Gon, he will expiate his evil deeds 
from him, and will increafe his reward. Suffer the 
women whom ye divorce to dwell in fome part of the 
houfes whercin ye dwell ; according to the room and 
conychiencies of the habitations which ye poffefs: and 
make them not unealy, that ye may reduce them. to 
ftraits, And if they be with child, expend on them 
what fhall be needful, until they be delivered of their 
burden, And if they fuckle their children for you, 
give them their hire*; and confult among yourfelves, 
according to what fhall Be juft and reafonable. And 
if ye be put to a difficulty herein, and another woman 
fhall fuckle the child for‘him, let-him who hath plenty 
expend proportionably, in the maintenance of the mo- 
ther and the nurfe, out of his plenty : and let him whofe 
income is fcanty, expend in proportion out of that 
which Gop hath given him. Gop obligeth no man 
to more than he hath given him ability to perform: 
Gop will caufe eafe to fucceed hardihip. How many 
cities have turned afide from the command*of their 
Lorp and his apoftles? Wherefore we brought 
them to a fevere account; and we chaftifed them 
with a grievous chaftifement: and they tafted the 
evil confequence of their bufinefs; and the end of 
their bufinefs was perdition. Gon hath prepared for . 
them a fevere pupifhment: wherefore fear Gon, O 
ye who are endued with underftanding. Truc be-” 
licvers, now hath Gop “fent down unto you an ad- 
monition, an apoftlc who may rchearfe unto you the 
perfpicuous figns of Gon ; that he may bring forth 


» See chap. 2.p. gt. clothe them during the time of fuck» 
& Pheir Tne avhich ought at ling. Scechan. 2. pn. 19. - 
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thofe who believe and do good works, from darknefs 

into light. And whofo believeth in Gop, and doth 

that which is right, him will he lead into gardens be- 

neath which rivers flow, to remain therein for ever: 

now hath Gop made an excellent provifion for him. 

It is Gov who hath created feven heavens, and as 

many different ftories of the earth: the divine-com- 

mand defcendeth between them’; that ye may know? 
that Gop is omnipotent, and that Gop comprehendeth ! 
all things by his knowledge. 


¥ The divine command defcendeth pervading them all, with abfolute 
between them. ]———Penetrating and efficacy. 


CHAP. LXVI. a 


Intitled, Prohibition ; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


O 


Prophet, why holdeft thou that to be prohi- 
bited which~Gop hath allowed thee, feeking 


to pleafes; fince Gop is inclined,to forgive and mer- 


2 Why holdcft thou that to be 
prohibited which Goo hath allowed 
thee, &c.J———There are fome who 
fuppofe this pallage to have been 
occafioned by Mohammed’s protctt- 
ing never to eat honey any more, 
becaufe, having once eaten fome in 
the apartment of Hafsa, or of Zei- 
nah, three other of his wives, 
‘namely, Ayefha, Sawda, and Safia, 
all told him they {melt he had been 
eating of the juice which diftls 
from certain fhrubs in, thofe parts, 
and refembles honey in talle and 
confiftence, but ¢s of a very frong 
favour, and which the prophet had 
a ‘great averfion to (1). But the 
more received opinion is, that the 
chapter was revealed on the follow- 
ing occafion. Mohammed having 





(1) Al Zasaxu. Al Berpawi. 


(3) Gacstar, not, ad Sbu'lf. vit. Moh. p. 150. 


7 ciful? 


lain with a flave of his named Mary, 
of Coptic extraét, who had been 
h a pretent by al Mokaw- 
nor of Egypt,) on the day 
which was due to Ayefha, or to 
Hafsa, and, as fome fay, on Hafsa’s 
own bed, while the was abfent ; and 
this coming to Hafsa’s knowledge, 
fhe took it extremely il}, and re- 
proached her hufband fo tharply, 
that, to pacify her, he promifed, with 
an oath, ner to touch the maid 
again £2); and to free him from the 
obtigation of this promife, was the 
defiyn of the chapter. 
T cannot here avoid obferving. as 
a Jearned writer (3) has done he- 
fore me, that Dr. Prideaux has 
flrangely mifrcprefented this pa 
fage. For having given the flor. 
ol 


JaLeat, YAuya. 








{2} Tidem, 
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ciful? Gop hath allowed you the diffolution of your’ 
oaths*: and Gop is your mafter; and he is knowing 


of the prophet’s amour with his 
«maid Mary, a little embellifhed, he 
proceeds to tell us, that in this chap- 
ter Mohammed brings in Gop al- 
Towing him, and ail ‘his Moflems, to 
Jie with their maids.when they will, 
notwithfaridiag their wives: (where- 
as the words relate to the prophet 
only, who wanted not any new per- 
miffion for that purpofe, becaufe it 
was a privilege already vrauted him 
{1), though to none elfe:) and then, 
to fhew what ground he had for his 
alfertion, adds, that the fir words 
of the chapter are, O prophet, why 
doft thou forbid what Gop hath al- 
lowed thee, that thou mayeft pleafe 
thy wives? Gon hath granted unto 
you to lie with your maid-lervants 
(2). Which laft words are not to 

found here, or elfewhere in the 
Kora ips an alla: 
what is exprefsly forbidden therein 
(3); though the door has thence 
taken occafion to make fome reflec- 
tions which might as well bave been 
fpared. ‘1 thal! fay nothing to aggra- 
wate the matter ; but leave the reader 
to imagine what this reverend divine 
would‘have {aid of a Mohammedan, 
if he had caught him tripping in the 
like manner, 

‘Having digreffed fo far, I will ven- 
-tuse to add a word, or two, in order 
to account for one circumftance 
which Dr. Prideaux relates concern- 
ing Mohammed’s concubine Mary ; 
viz. that after her mafter’s death, no 
account was had of her or the fon 
which fhe had borne him, but both 
were fent away into Egypt, and no 
amention. made of either ever after 
among them; and ther he fuppofes 
(for he is feldom at-a lofs for a fup- 
sfelion) that Ayefha, out of-thé 

atred which fhe bore her, procured 


(i) See ehap. 33. p. 281. ; 
3) See chap. 17. p. 100. chap. 





> (not with 


ante of 


4. p. 98. and chap. 24. p. 


and, 


of her father, who fucceeded the 
impoftor in the vernment, to 
have her thus ab poted of (4). 
But it being certain, by the general 
confent of ail the eaftern -writers, 
that Mary continued in Arabia till 
her death, which happened in Me- 
dima, about five years after that of 
‘her mafter, and was buried in the 
ufual burying-place there, called al 
Baki, and that her fon died before 
his father, it has beenafked, whence 
the do&tor had this (5)? I anfwer, 
That I guefs he had it partly from 
Abv'lfaragius, according to the 
printed edition of whofe work, the 
Mary we are {peaking of, is faid to 
have-been -fent with her fitor Shirin 
her fon) -ro Alexandria 

by al Mokawkas (6): though I 
make. no doubt but we ought,in that 
pacer read , from, inflead of 
ila, tos (notwithftanding the manu- . 
{cript copies of this aythor ufed by 
Dr. Pocock, the editor, and alfo,a 
very fair one in my own poffefiion 
agree in the latter reading;) an 
that the fentence ought to run thus, 
quam {viz. Mariam) uga cum forore 

hirina ab Alexandria miferat al 
Mokawkas. 

* God-hath allowed you the diffo- 
lution of your oaths. ]~By having ap- 
pointed an expiation for that. pur- 
-pofe (7): or, as the words may be 
wanflated, God hath allowed you to 
ufe an exception in your oaths, that 
is, to add the words, if it pleafe 
Gon; in which cafe a man 1s ex- 
cafed from guilt if he perform not 
his oath (8). The palloze, thongh ¢ 
dire€ted to all the Moflems in gene- 
tal, feems to be particularly delign- 
ed for quieting the prophet’s confci- 
ence in regard to the oath above- 
mentioned; but Al Beidawi ap- 

proves 


(2) Prin. Life of Mah. g 1136 
, &c. 
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and wife. When the prophet intrufted as a fecret 
unto ‘one of his wives a certain accident; and when 
the difclofed the fame, arid Gop made it known unto 
him; he acquainted her with part of what fhe had 
done, afd forbore to upbraid her with the other part 
thereof. And when he had acquainted: her ‘there- 
with, fhe faid, Who hath difcovered this unto thee? 
He anfwered, The knowing, the fagacious GOD 
hath difcovered it unto me’. If ye both be turned 
unto Gop (for your hearts have fwerved) it is well: 
but if ye join againft him, verily Gop is his patron; 
and Gasrizt, and the good-men among the: faith 
ful, and the angels are alfo this affiftants. If he di-: 
vorce you, his Lorn ‘can eafily give him in exchange! 
other wives better than you, women refigned unto! 
GOD, true believers, devout, penitent, obedient,: 
given to fafting, both fuch as have been known by? 
other men, and virgins. O true believers, fave 
your fouls, and thofe of your families, from the fire 
whofe fuel is men and ftones, over which are fet 


proves not this opinion, becaufe fuch 


an-oath was to be looked upon as an 
inconfiderate one, and required no 
expiation. a 
When'the prophet introfled as a 
fecret unto one of his wives a cer- 
tain accident, &c.] ‘When Mo- 
hammed found that Hafsa knew of 
his having injured her, or Ayefha, by 
lying wit! his concubine Mary on 
the Bay due to one of them, he de- 
fired her to keep the affair fecret, 
promifing, at the fame time, that he 
would not meddle with Mary any 
more; and foretold her, as a piece 
of news which might footh her va- 
nity, that Abu Becr and Omar 
fhould fucceed him in the govern- 
ment ‘of his people. Hafsa, how- 
ever, could not conceal this from 
Ayetha, with whom fhe lived in 
fing friendibip, but acquainted her 





bie the whole matter: Aerie 
the prophet, perceiving, ptobz 
Ayefha’s behaviour, that this fecrat 
had been difcovered, upbraided Hafsa 
with her betraying him, telling her 
that Goo had revealed it to him; 
and not only divorced her, but fepa- 
rated him from all his other wives 
for a whole month, which time he 
fpent in the apartment of Mary. In 
a fhort time, notwithftanding, he 
took Hafsa again, by the direétion, as 
he gave out, of the angel Gabriel; 
who commended her. for frequent 
fafling and other exercifes of devo. 
tion, affuring him likewife that fhe 
fhou!ld be one of his wives in para- 
dife (1). : 

gf ye both, &c.}—This fentence 
is dire€ted to Hafsa and Ayeiha; the 
pronouns and verbs of the fecond 
perfon being in the dual number. 


{1) Idem, Al Zamaxu. &c. 


angels 
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angels fierce and terrible’; who difobey not Gop 
in what he hath commanded them, but perform 
what they are commanded. O unbeliever’, ex- 
cufe not yourfelves this day; ye fhall furely be re- 
warded for what ye have done*. -O true believers, 
turn unto Gop with a fincere repentance: peradven- 
ture your Lorp will do away from you your evil 
deeds, and will admit you into gardens,’ through: 
which rivers flow; on the day whereon Gon will not 
put to fhame the prophet, or thofe who believe with 
him: their tight fhall run before them, and on their 
right-hands ‘, and they {hall fay, Lorn, make our 
light perfe€l, and forgive us; for thou art almighty, 
O prophet, attack the infidels with arms, and the 
hypocrites with arguments; and treat them with fe- 
verity : their abode fhall be hell, and an ill journey 
fhall it be thither. Gop propoundeth as a fimilitude 
unto the unbclievers, the wife of Noau, and the 
wife of Lor: they, were under two of our righteous 
fervants, and they deceived.-them .both®; where- 
fore their hufbands were of no advantage unto them 
at all, in the fight of Gon": and it fhall be faid 
unto them, at tic laft-day, Enter ye into hell-fire, with 
thofe who enter therein. Gop alfo propoundeth as a 
fimilitude unto thofe who believe, the Wife of Pua- 


“ See chap. 74. and the Prelim. 
Difc. feé. IV. p. 122, 

© © unbelievers, &c.J--—Thefe 
words will be fpoken to the infidels 
at the lafl-day. 

f Sec chap. 57. p. 419. 

« The svife of Noaby and the wife 
of Lot, &¢.]—W’ho were both un- 
believing women, but deceived 
their Telpedtive hufbands by their 
bypocrify. Noah's wife, named 
Wartla, endeavoured to perfuade the 
people he- hufband was diftraded ; 
and Lot’s wife, whofe name was 
Wohela (though fome writers give 
this name tothe ether, and that of 
Willa to the latter,) was in confe- 


(1) Janrar. Al Zamann, 
and 2g. 


deracy with the men of Sodom, and 
ufed to give them notice when any 
flrangers came to lodge with him, by 
afign of fmoke by day, and of fire 
by night (1). z 

» Wherefore their hufbands were 
of no advantage unto them, in the 
fight of Goo. |—For they both met 
with a difaftrons end in this world 
{2}, and will be doomed to eternal 
mifery inthe next. Ia like manner, - 
as Mohammed would infinuate, the 
infidels of his time had no reafon to 
expe@ any mitigation of their pu- 
nifhment, on account of their relation 
to himfelf and the reft of the true 
believers. 


(2) See chap. 11. p. 21, and p. 28, 
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paon'; when fhe faid, Lorn, build me a ‘houfe with 
thee in paradife: and deliver me from Puaraox and 
his doings, and deliver me from the unjuft people: 
and Mary the daughter of Imran ; who preferved her 
chaftity, and into whofe womb we breathed of our {pi- 
rit*, and who believed in the words of her Lorp and 
his {criptures, and was a devout and obedient perfon'. 


i The wife of Pharaoh. ]-viz. Afia 
the daughter of Mozihem. The 
commentators relate, that becaufe fhe 
believed in Mofes, her hufband cru- 
elly tormented her, fallening her 
hands and feet to four ftakes, and 
Jaying a large mill-ftonc on her breaft, 
her face, at the fame time, being ex- 
pofed to the fcorching beams of the 
fun; thefe pains, however, were al- 
Jeviated by the angels fhading her 
with their wings, and the'view of the 
manfion prepared for her in paradife, 
which was exhibited to her on her 
pronouncing the prayer in the text: 
at length Goo received her foul ; or, 


as fome fay, fhe was taken up alive 
into paradife, where fhe eats and 
drinks (1). ) 
* Sce chap. 19. p- 130, &c. : 
1 On occafion of the honourable 
mention here made of thefe two ex- 
traordinary women, the commenta- 
tors introduce a faying of their pros 
het, That among men there had 
been many perfe&t, but no more than 
four of the other fex had obtained 
rfe€tion, to wit, Afia, the wife of 
haraoh, Mary the daughter of Im-~ 
ran, Kadijab the daughter of Kho- 
wailed, (the prophet’s firft wife,) and 
Fatema the daughter of Mohammed, 


{1) Javcaxo’onin, Al Zamaxu,. 


CHAP. LXVIL. 
Intitled, The Kingdom”; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


* JQ LESSED be he in whofe hand is the kingdom; X XIX. 
for he is almighty! Who hath created death and 

life, that he might prove you, which of you is moft 

righteous in his aétions : and he is mighty, and ready 

to forgive. Who hath created feyen heavens, one 

above another: thou canft npt fee in a creature of 

the moft Merciful any unfitnefs or difproportion. 

Lift up thine eyes again to heaven, and look whether 


= It is alfo intitled by fome, The fay they, it will fave him who reads 
Saving, or, The delivering, becaufe, it, from the torture of the fepulchre. 


Vox. I, Ff thou 
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thou feeft any flaw: then take two other views; and 
thy fight fhall return unto thee dull and fatigued. 
Moreover wé have adorned ihe loweft heaven with 
lamps, and have appointed them to be darted at the 
devils*, for whom we have prepared the torment of 
burning fire: and for thofe who believe not in their 
Eoxn, is alfo prepared the torment of hell; an. ill 
journey fhall it be thither! When they fhall be 
thrown. thereinto, they fhall hear it bray like an 
afs°; and it fhall boil and almoft burit’ for fury. 
So often as a company of them fhall be thrown there- 
in, the keepers thereof fhall afk them, faying, Did 
hot a warner come unto you? They. thall anfwer, 
Yea, a warner came unto us: but we accufed him 
of impofture, and faid, Gop hath not revealed any 
thing; ye are in no other than a great error: and 
they fhall fay, If we had hearkened, or had rightly 
conlidered, we fhould not have been among the in- 
habitants of burning fire: and they fhall confefs 
their fins; but far be the inhabitants of burning fire 
from obtaining mercy! Verily they who fear their 
Loxn in fecret, fhall receive pardon and a great re- 
ward. Either conceal your difcourfe, or make it 
public; he knoweth the innermoft parts of your 
breafts: fhall not he know all things who hath crea- 
ted them; fince he is the fagacious, the knowing ? 
It is he who hath levelled the carth for you: there- 
fore walk through the regions thereof, and eat of his 
provifion; unto him fhall be the refurreftion. Are 
ye fecure that he who dwelleth in heaven will not 
caufe the earth to fwallow you up? and behold, it 
fhall thake. Or are ye fecure that he who dwelleth 
in heaven will not fend againft you an impetuous 
whirlwind, driving the fands to overwhelm you? then 
fhall_ ye know how important my warning was. 
Thole alfo who were before you difbelieved; and 
how grievous was my difpleafure! Do they not be- 
hold the birds above them, extending and drawing 


Par Eee ee ee Pees 
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back their wings? None fuftaineth them, except 

the Merciful; for he regardeth all things. Or who is 

he that will be as an army unto you, to defend you 

- againft the Merciful? Verily the unbelievers are in 

no other than a miftake. Or who is he that will give 

you food, if he withholdeth his provifion? yet they 

perfift in perverfenefs, and flying from the truth, Is 

he, therefore, who goeth grovelling upon his face, 

better direfted than he who walketh upright in a ftrait | 
way’? Say, It is he who hath given you being, andj 
endued you with hearing, and fight, and underftand-! 
ing; yet how little gratitude have ye! Say, It is he 

who hath fowr you in the earth, and unto him fhall 

ye be gathered together. They. fay, When fhall this 

menace be put in execution, if ye fpeak truth? An- 

fwer, The knowledge of this matter is with Gop 

alone: for I am only a public warner. But when 

they fhall fee the fame nigh at hand, the countenance 

of the infidels fhall grow fad: and it fhall be faid unto 

‘them, This is what ye have been demanding. Say, 

What think ye? Whether Gop deftroy me and thofe 

who are with me, or have mercy on us; who will pro- 

teét the unbelievers from a painful punifhment? Say, 

He is the Merciful; in him do we believe, and in him 

do we put our truft. Ye fhall hereafter know who is 

in a manifeft error. Say, What think ye? If your 

water be in the morning fwallowed up by the earth, 

who will give you clear and running water? 


? Is he who goeth grovelling on applied by the expofitors to the infiv 
his face, &c.J—This comparifon is del and the true believer. 
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‘C HAP. LXVIIL 


Intitled, The Pen; revealed at Mecca. 
Jn the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


N 1 By the pen, and what they write’, thou, O 
e¢ Mouammep, through the grace of thy 
Lorn, art not diftratted. Verily there is prepared 
for thee an everlafting reward: for thou art of a no- 
ble difpofition. Thou fhalt fee, and the infidels 
fhall fee, which of you are bereaved of your 
fenfes. Verily thy Loxp well knoweth him who 
wandereth from his path; and he well knoweth thofe 
who are rightly direéied: wherefore obey not thofe 


who charge thee with impofture. 
that thou fhouldeft be -eafy’-with them, 
But obey 


will be eafy with thee. 


They defire 
and they 
not any who is a 


common fwearer, a defpicable fellow, a defamer, 


* This letter is fometimes made 
the title of the chapter, but its 
ing is confeflediy uncertain. They 
who fuppofe it flands for the word 
Nan, are not agreed as to its figni- 
fication in this place; for it is not 
only the name of the letter Nom 
a\rabic, bat fignifies alfo an ink-horn, 
aud a filh: fome are of opinion the 
former fignification is the moft pro- 
per here, as confonant to what is 
anmediately mentioned_of the pen, 
and writing, and, confidering that 
the blood of certain fifh is pood ink, 
not inconfiflene with the fatter figni- 
fication; which is, hawever, pre- 
ferred by others, faying that either 
the whole fpceies of ith in general 
is hereby intended, or, the fifh which 
fwallowed Jonas, (who ts mentioned 
in this chapter,) or elfe-that vaft 
one called Behemoth, fancied to fap- 
port the earth in particular. Thofe 
who acquiefce in none of the forc- 





going explications, have invented 
others of their own, and imagine this 
charaéter flands for the table of Gon’s 
decrees, or onerof the rivers in para- 
dife, &e. (1). 

e the pen, and what they 
write, |-Some underfland thefe words 
generally, and others of the pen with 
which Gon’s decrees are written on 
the preferved table, and of the angels 
who regifter the fame, 

* Of noble difpofition.J-In that 
thou haft borne with fo much pati- 
ence and refignation the wrongs and 
infuits of thy people, which have 
been greater than thofe offered to any 
apoftle betore thee (2), 

* They defire that thou fhouldeft 
be eafy with them, and they will be 
eafy with thee. J—t. e. If thou wilt 
Jet them alone in their idolatry and 
other wicked praflices, they will 
ceafe to revile and perfecute thee, 
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going about with flander, who forbiddeth that which 
is good, who is alfo a tranfgreffor, a wicked perfon, 
cruel, and befides this, of fpurious birth*, although 
he be poffeffed of wealth and many children : wher’ 
our figns are rchearfed unto him, he faith, ‘They are 
fables of the ancients. We will ftigmatize him on 
the nofe’. Verily we have tried the -MEccans *, as 
we formerly tried the owners of the garden ¥, when 
they fwore that they would gather the fruit thereof * 
in the morning, and added not the exception, if it 
pleafe.GOD: whercfore a furrounding deftru€tion 
from thy Lorn encompaffed it while they flept ; 
and in the morning it became like a garden whofe 
fruits had been gathered*. And they called the one 
to the other as they rofe in the morning, faying, Go 


« Obey not any common fwearer, 
&c.J—The perfon at whom this paf- 
fage was particularly levelled, is 

enerally fuppofed to have been 

ohammed’s inveterate encmy al 
Walid Ebn al Moghcira, whom to 
complete his character, he calls baf= 
tard, becaule al. Mogheira did not 
own him for his fon, «ll he. was 
eighteen years of age (1). Some, 
however, think it was al Akhnas Ebn 
Shoraik, who was really of the tribe 
of Thakif though reputed to be of 
that of Zahra (2). 

w We will fligmatize him on the 
nofe.J—Which being the moft con- 
fpicuous part of the face, a mark 
fet thereon is attended with the ut- 
mott ignominy. It is faid that this 
prophetical menace was a@tually 
made good, al Walid having his 
nofe fire by a fword, at the batele of 
Bedr, the mark of which wound he 
carried with him to his grave (3). 

x We have tried the Meccans.J— 
By affliéting them with a grievous 
famine. See chap. 23. p. 183. 

¥ The owners of the garden, &e.J 
—This garden was a plantation of 

alm-trees, about two parafangs 
From Sanaa, belonging to a certain 
charitable man, who, when he ga- 


oh “ed- 


for 


thered his dates, ufed to give pub- 
lic notice to the poor, and to leave 
them fuch of the fruit as the knife 
miffed, or was blown down by the 
wind, or fell befide the cloth fpread 
under the tree to receive it: after 
his death, his fons, who were then 
become matters of the garden, ap- 
prebending they thould’ come to 
want if they followed their father’s 
example, agreed to gather the fruit 
early in the morning, when the 
poor could have no notice of the 
matter ; but‘when they came to ¢x- 
ecute their purpofe, they found to 
their great grief and furprife, that 
their plantation had been deftroyed 
in the night (4). 

= hat they would gather the fruit 
thereof. }—Literally, that they would 
cut it; the manner of gatherin; 
dates being to cut the clufters o! 
with a knife. Marraeci fuppofes 
they intended to eut down the trees, 
and deftroy the plantation; which, 
ashe obferves, renders the ftory ri- 
diculous end abfurd. 

* Like a garden whofe fruits had 
abeen gathered. J—Or, as the original 
may alfo be rendered, like a dark 
night ; it heing burnt up and black, 


Tdew: 42) Idem, TanLALe 
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out early to your plantation, if ye intend~to gather 
the fruit thereof : fo they went on, whifpering to one 
another, No poor man fhall enter the garden upon 
you, this day. And they went forth early, with a 
determined purpofe. And when they faw the garden 
blafted and deftroyed, they faid, We have certainly 
miftaken our way: but when they found it to be their 
own garden, they cried, Verily we are not permitted > 
to reap the fruit thereof. The worthier of them faid, 
Did I not fay unto you, Will ye not give praife un- 
to Gon? They anfwered, Praife be unto our Lorp! 
Verily we have been unjuft doers, And they began 
to. blame one another *, and they faid, Wo be unto 
us! verily we have been tran{greffors : peradventure 
our Lorp will give us in exchange a better garden 
than this: and we earneftly befeech our Lorp to par- 
don us. Thus is the’ chaftifement of this life: but 
the chaftifement of the next fhall be more grievous ; 
if they had known it, they would have taken heed. Ve. 
rily for the pious are prepared, with their Lorn, 
gardens of delight. Shall we deal with the Moflems,; 
as with the wicked"? What  aileth you that ye 
Judge thus? Have ye a book from heaven, wherein 
ye read that ye are therein Promifed that which ye 
thall choofe ?-‘Or have ye received oaths which fhall 
be binding upon us to the day of refurreétion, that 
ye {hall enjoy what ye imagine? Afk them, which of 
them will be the voucher of this, Or have they com. 
panjons* who will vouch for them ? Let them pro- 
duce their companions, therefore, if they {peak 


» The fame expreffion is ufed, 
nap. 56, p. 416. : 
They began to blame one ano- 
ther. |-For one’ advifed thig expedi- 
ton, another approved of it, a third 
gave confent by his filence, but the, 
fourth was abfolutely againgt it (). 

* Shall we deal with the Moflems 
as with the wicked ?]—This paffage 
was revealed in anfwer to the inks 
dels, who faid, If we fhall be tailed 


(1) AlBzipawr, 








again, as Mohammed and his fole 
lowers imagine, they will not excel 
us; but we thall certainly be ina 
better condition than they in the next 
world, as we are in this (2). 

* Have they companions ?j-Or, as 
fome interpret the word, idols ; 
which can make their condition, in 
the next life, equal to that of the 
Moflems ? 


(2) Al Barpawr, 
truth, 
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truth. On a certain,,day the leg fhall be made bear’; 

and they fhall be called upon to worfhip, but they 
: hall not be able*, Their looks fhall be caft down: 
ignominy fhall attend thém: for that they were in- 
vied to the worthip of GOD, while they were in 
fafety, but would not hear. Let me alone, there- 
fore, with him who accufeth this new revelation of 
impofture. We will lead them gradually to deftruc- 
tion, by ways which they know not*: and I will 
bear with them for along time : for my ftratagem is 
effe€tual. Doft thou afk them any reward for thy 
preaching? But they are laden with debts. Are the 
{ecrets of futurity with them; and do they tranfcribe 
the fame from the table of God’s decrees '? Wherefore 
patiently wait the judgment of thy Lorn: and 
be not like unto him who was {wallowed by the 
fifh*, when he cried unto GOD, being inwardly 
vexed. Had not grace from his Lorp reached him, 
he had furely been caft forth on the naked fhore, co- 
vered with fhame: but his Lorp chofe him, and 
made him one of the righteous, It wanteth little but 
that the unbelievers frike thee down with. their ma- 
licious looks, when they hear the admonition of the 
Koran ; and they fay, He is certainly diftratted : 
but it is no other than an admonition unto all crea- 
tures. 


f The leg fhall be made bare.J- the infidels fhall not be able to per- 
This expreffion is ufed to fignifya form the a&i of adoration, becaufe 
grievous and terrible calamity: thus their backs fhall become fiiff and in- 
they fay, War has made bare the flexible. J 
leg, when they would exprefs the h By ways which they know not.] 
fury and rage of baitle (+). —i.e. By granting, them long life 

& They fhall be called upon to wor and profperity in this world;, w ich 
fhip, but they fhall not be able. J-Be- will deceive them to their run, 
caufe the time of acceptance fball be See chap. 52. p 400. 
patt. Al Beidawi is uncertain whe= & Be net like him who was fwal- 
ther the words refpeét the day of lowed by the fith.]—That is, Be not 
judgment, or the article of death: impatient and pettifh, as Jonas was. 

ut Jailalo'ddin {uppofes them tore- See chap. 21. p. 163. 
late'to the former, and adds that 


(1) Idem, Javrat- 


_* mm rr A TD 
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CHAP. LXIX. 
Intitled, The Infallible ; revealed at Mecca, 


» In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


HE infallible!! What is the infallible? And 

what fhall caufe thee to underftand what the 
infallible is? The tribes of Tuamup and Ap denied 
as a falfehood the day which fhall ftrike = men’s hearts 
with terror. But Tuamup were deftroyed by a ter- 
rible noife: and Av were deftroyed by a roaring and 
furious wind; which Gop cauied to affail them for 
feven nights and eight days fucceflively : thou mighteft 
have {een people, during the fame, lying proftrate, 
as though they had been the roots of hollow palm. 
trees” ; and couldeft thou have {een any of them re- 
maining? Paaraon alfo, and thofe.who-were before 
him, and the cities which were overthrown °, were 
guilty of fin; and they feverally were difobedient to 
the apoftle of their Loxp; whercfore he chattifed 
them with an abundant chaftifement. When the 
water of the deluge arofe, we carried you in the ark 
which fwam thereon; that we might make the fame 
a memorial unto you, and the retaining ear might 
retain it. And when one blaft fhall found the trum- 
pet, and the earth fhall be moved from its place, and 
the mountains alfo, and fhall be dafhed in pieces at 


' The infallible.J—The original account, and - the confequent re~ 
word al Hakkat is one of the pames wards and punifhments (1). 
or epithets of the day of judgment. ™ The day which thall ftrike.J— 
As the root from whick it is dew Arab. al Kariat, or the Rriking ; 
rived, fignifies notonly to be or come which is another name or epithet of 
to pals of neceftity, butalfo to verife, the laft-day, 
fome rather think ‘that day to be fo ” See chap. 54, p.4o6. 
called becaufe it will verify, and ° The cities which were over- 
fhew the truth of what men doubt thrown.]—viz. Sodom and Gomor- 
of in this life; viz. the refurre@tion tah. See chap.g. p. 253. not. i, 
of the dead, their being brought to 


, and the angcls 


* which ye fee not, that this 


X 
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one ftroke: on that day the inevitable hour of jadg- 


ment - fhall fuddenly come ; 


and the heavens’ fhait 


cleave in funder, and fhall fall in picces, on that day: 


fhall- be on the fides 


thereof? ; and 


eight ihall bear the throne of thy Lorp above them, 


on that days, 


On that day ye fhall be prefented 
before the judgment-feat of 
fecret aétions fhall be hidde 
his book delivered’ into his 
Take Ye, read this my book; 
TI fhould be brought to this 


GOD; and none of your 


‘n. And he who fhalt have 


right-hand, fhall fay, 
verily I thought that 
My account: he fhall 


lead a pleafing life, in a lofty garden; ’ the fruits 


whercof hall be near to gather. 


Eat and drink with 


ealy digeftion; becaufe of the good works which ye 


fent before you, in the 
he who fhall have his 
hand, fhall fay, O 


days which are paft. 

book delivered into his 
that I had not received this 
book; and that Ihad not known 
count was! O that death 
My riches have not profite 


But 
left- 
m 
what this m ae 
had made an end of me! 
d me; and my power is 


paffed from me. And GOD ihall fay to the keepers of 


hell, Take him, 


and ° bind’ him, 


and aft him-into 


hell to be burned; then put him into a chain of the 


length. of feventy 
in the great Gop; 


cubits': 
and was not folicitous to feed the 


becaufe he believed not 


poor: wherefore this day he fhall have no friend 
here; nor any food, but the filthy corruption flowing 
from the bodies of thedammed, which none {hall eat but 


the finners. I fwear* by 


nourable apoftle, 


® The angels fhall be on the fides 
thereof.J—Thefe words feem to in- 
timate the death of the angels, at 
the demolition of their habitation ; 
befides the ruins whereof they fhall 
Hie like dead bodies, 

2 Eight angels thal! bear the throne 
of thy Loro, on that day.J—The 
number of thof who bear it at pre- 


that which ye fee, and that} 
is the difcourfe of an ho-! 
and not the difcourfe of a poet: 


fent being generally fuppofed to be 
but four; to whom four more will 
be qdded at the Jaft-da » for the 
grandeur of the occafion (, a 

* Put him intoa chain, &c.J—i. e. 

tap him round with it, fothat he 
may not be able to ftir. 

* I fwear.—Or, I will not {wear 
See chap. 56. p. 416, not.!. 


(a) Hdem,. 


how. 
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how little do ye believe! Neither is it the difcourfe 
of a foothfayer: how little are ye admonifhed! It is 
a revelation from the Lorp of all creatures. If 
Monammen had forged any part of thefe difcourfes 
concerning us, verily we had taken him by the right- 
hand, and had cut in funder the vein of his heart ; 
neither would we have with-held any of you from 
chaflifing him. And verily this book isan admonition 
unto the pious; and we well know that there are 
fome of you who charge the fame with impofture : but 
it {hall furely be en occafion of grievous fighing unto 
the infidels ; for it is the truth of a certainty. Where. 
fore praife the name of thy Lorn, the great GOD, 


CHAP. LXX. 
Intitled, The Steps; revealed at Mecca, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


NE demanded and called for vengeance to fall 
on the unbelievers': there fhall be ‘none to 


a 


avert the fame from being inflifted by Gon, the poffeffor . 


of the fteps*; by which the angels afcend unto him, 
and the fpirit GAsarex alfo, in a day whofe {pace is 
fifty thoufand years”: wherefore bear the infults of 

the 


* One called for the punifhment to 


be infli€ted on the-unbelievers. J— 
The perfon here meant is generally 
fuppofed to have been al Nodar Ebn 
al Hareth, who faid, O Goo, if what 
Mohammed preaches be the truth 
from thee, rain down upon us a 
fhower of flones, or fend fome dread- 
ful judgment to punifh us(1). Others, 
however, think it was Abu Jabl, 
who challenged Mohammed to caufe 
a fragment of heaven to fall on 
them (2). . 

+ The fteps.]—By which prayers 
acd righteous a@ions afcend to hea- 


43) Al Zasann. Al Beroawse 


ven; or by which the angels afcend 
to receive the divine commands, or 
the believers will afcend to paradife, 
Some underfland thereby, the differ- 
ent orders of angels or the heavens, 
which rife gradually one above a- 
nother. 


~ A day whofe fpace is fifty thou- , 


fand years. J—This is fuppoted to be 
the {pace which would be required 
for their afcent from the loweft 
rt of the creation to the throne of 
op, if it were to be meafured ; 
orthe timc which it would take a 
man up to perform that journey : 
and 


(2) Al Bripawt. 
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the Meccans with becoming patience; for they fee: 


their punifhment afar off, 


On acertain day the heave 


brafs, and the ‘mountains 
lours, {cattered abroad by 


fee one another, 


up his children, and his 


but we fee it nigh at hand. 
n fhall become like molten 
like wool of various co- 


the wind : and a friend thall 
not afk a friend concerning his condition, 

The wicked fhall wi 
himfclf from the punifhment of that da 


although they 
fh to redeem 

by giving 
and _ his brother, and 


wife, 


his kindred who fhewed kindnefs unto him, and all 


who are in the earth; 


fcalps, fhall cali him who 


and fled from the faith, and fhall 
and covetoufly hoarded them. 


and that this might deliver him : 
by no means: for hell-fire, dressing them by 


their 
have turned his back, 
have amaffed riches, 
Verily man is created! 


fhall 


extremely impatient*: when evil toucheth him, he: 


is full of complaint; but 
he becometh niggardly : 


when good befalleth him, 


except thofe who are ey i 


given, and who perfevere in their prayers ; and thofe 


of whofe fubftance 
to be given unto him 
forbidden by fhame to a 


a due and certain 


portion is ready 


who afketh, and him who is 


: and thofe who fincerely 


believe the day of judgment, and who. dread the pu- 


nifhment of their Lorb: 


(for there is noné fecure 


from the punifhment of their Lorp) and who ab- 


and this is not contradi&ory to 
what is faid elfewhere (1), if it he 
to be interpreted of the afcent of the 
angels) that the Jength of the day 
whereon they afcend is 1000 years ; 
*becaufe that is meant only of their 
afcent from earth to the lower hea- 
ven, including alfo the time of thar 
defcent. 

But the commentators _generall 
taking the day fpoken of “in bot 
“thefe paffages, to be the day of 
judgment, have recourfe to feveral 
expedients to reconcile them, fome 
of which we have mentioned in a- 
nother place (e}: and as both paf- 


(1) See chap. 32. p, 267. 
{3) See ib, p.ti7, 


(2) See the Prelim. Dife. fe&. IV. 
ee ib. p. 114, 


fages feem to contradi&t what the 
Mohammedan dofors teach, that 
Gop will judge all creatures in the 
Space of halfa day (3), they fup- 
pofe thofe large numbers of years 
are defigned to’ exprefs the time of 
the previous attendance of thole who 
are to be judged (4) ; or elfe to the 
pace wherein Gon will judge the 
unbelieving nations, of which, they 
fay, there will be fifty, the trial of 
each nation taking up 1000 years, 
though that of the true believers will 

over in the thort fpace above-men- 
tioned (5). 

* See chap. 27. p. 298, 


Pp. Ito. 
(5) Al Zamaxn, 


ftain 
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ftain from the carnal knowledge of women other than 
thelr wives, or the flaves which their right-hands 
poffefs; (for as to them they fhall be blamelefs ; but 
whoever covetcth any woman befides thefe, they are 
tranfgreffors) and thofe who faithfully keep what 
they are intruftcd with, and their covenant ; and who 
are upright in their teftimonies, and who carefully 
obferve the requifite rites in their prayers : thefe fhall | 
dwell amidft gardens, highly honoured. What ail- 
eth the unbelievers, that they run before thce in com- 
panies, on the right-hand and on the lefi? Doth 
every man of them wilh to enter into a garden of de- 
light? By no means: verily we have created them 
of that which they know’. I fwear* by the Loro- 
of the eaft and of the weft*, that we are able to de- 
ftroy them, and to fubftitute better than them in their 
room; neither arc we to be prevented, if we fhall 
pleafe fo to do. Wherefore fuffer them to wade in 
vain difputes, and to amufe themfelves with fport : 
until they meet their day with which they have been | 
threatened; the day whereon they fhall come forth 
haltily from their graves, as though they were troops 
haftening to their ftandard: their looks fhall be down- 
caft; ignominy fhall attend them. This is the day 
with which they have been threatened. 


Cuap. 70. 


¥ Verily we have created them of 
that which they know.]—viz. Of 
filthy feed, which bears no relation 
or refemblance to holy beings: 
wherefore it is neceffary for bim 
who would hope to be an inhabitant 
of paradife, to perfe&t himfelf in 
faith and fpiritual virtues, to fit him- 
{elf for that place (1). 


=} fwear.]—Or, I will not fwear, 
&c. See chap. 56. p. 416. not. §. 

* Of the ealt and of the weft.J— 
The original words are in the plural 
number, and fignify the different 
points of the horizon at which the 
fun rifes and fets in the courfe of 
the year. See chap. 37. p. 08, 
not. %. 


(1} Al Bsrpawr 


Cuap. 71. Ar KORAN. 461 


C H A PP. LXXL 


Intitled, Noan; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


A AREY we fent Noau unto his people, faying, 
Warn thy people, before a grievous punifhment 
overtake them. Noan faid, O my people, verily I 
am 2 public warner unto you;,wherefore ferve Gon, 
and fear him, and obey me: he will forgive you 
part of your fins’, and will grant you a refpite until 
a determined time: for Gon’s determined time, when 
it cometh, fhall not be deferred; if ye were men of 
underftanding, ye would know this. “He faid, Lonp, 
verily I have called my people night and day ; but 
my calling only increafeth their averfion: and’ when- 
foever I call them to the true faith, that thou mayeft 
forgive them, they put their fingers in their ears, and 
cover themfelves with their nits, and perfift in 
their infidelity, and proudly difdain my counfel.. More- 
over I invited them ory and I fpake to them 
again in public; and I alfo fecretly admonifhed then? 
in private: and I faid, Beg pardon of your Lorp 3 
for he is inclined to forgive: and he will caufe the 
heaven to pour down rain plentifully upon you, and 
will give you increafe of wealth and of children,< ; 
and he will provide you gardens, and furnifh you! 
with rivers. What aileth you, that ye hope not for. 
benevolence in Gop"; fince he hath created you 

varioully ? 





® Part of your firs.}—i.e. Your h2d fora long time preached to them 
pat fins; which are done away by in ain, Gop thut up the heaven for 
the profeffion of the truc faith. forty years, and rendered their wo- 





* And he will caufe the heaven to 
rain plentifully upoa you, and will 
give you increale of wealth and of 
children. ]-Ic is faid, that after Noah 


men barren (1), 

@ What aileth vou, that ye hope 
not for benevelence in Gon ?}-i. 
Vhat Gop will accept and amply 

reward 


f:) Wem, 
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varioufly *? Do ye not fee how Gop hath created the 
feven heavens, one above another; and hath placed 
the moon therein for a light, and hath appointed the 
fun for a taper? Goo hath alfo produced and caufed 
you to fpring forth from the earth: hereafier he will 
caufe you to return into the fame; and he will again 
take you thence, by bringing you forth from your 
graves. And Gop hath fpread the earth as a carpet 
for you, that ye may walk therein through fpacious 
paths. Noan faid, Loro, verily they are difobe- 
dient unto me; and they follow him ‘whofe riches 
and children do no other than increafe his perdition. 
And they devifed a dangerous plot againft Noan: and 
the chief men faid to the others, Ye fhall by no means 
Jeave your gods; neither fhall ye forfake Wapp, nor 
Sowa, nor Yacuuru, and Yaux, and Nesr', 
And they feduced many ; ie thou fhalt only in- 
creafe error in the wicked) becaufe of their fins they 
were drowned, and caft into -the fire of hell; and they 
found none to prote&t them againft Gop. And 
Noau faid, Lorp, leave not any families of the un- 
believers on the earth: for if thou leave them, they 
will feduce thy fervants, and will beget none but a 
wicked and unbelieving offspring*. Lorp, forgive 
me and my parents", and every one who fhall enter 
: houfe', being a true believer, and the true be- 


Cuap. 71, 


reward thofe who ferve him? For 
fome fuppofe Noah’s people made 
him this anfwer, If what we now fol- 
Jow be the truth, we ought not to 
forfake it ; but if it be falfe, how will 


® Lorp, leave not any families 
of the unbelievers, &c.J—They fay 
Noah preferred not this prayer for 
the deftruétion of his people till after 
he had tried them for nine hundred 


Gov accept, or be favourable unto us, 
who have rebelled againft bim (1) ? 

* Hath created you varioufly. J— 
That is, as the commentators ex- 
pound i:, by various fleps or changes, 
from the original matter, till ye be- 
came perfeft men (2). 

f Thefe were five idols worfhipped 
by the Antediluvians, and afterwards 


by the ancient Arabs. See the Prel, 
Dilc. fet. 1. p. 24. 
(1) Idem, 


and fifty years, and found them in- 
corrigible reprobates. 

* AMty arents.J—His father La- 
mech, and his mother, whofe name 
was Shamkha, the daughter of Enofh, 
being true believers. 

i My Houle, ihe commentators 
are uncertain whether Noah’s dwel- 
ling-houfe be here meant, or the 
temple he had built for the worlhip 
of Gop, or the ark. 


(2) See chap. 2s. p, 166, and chap. 23. p. 178, &e. 


lievers 
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lievers of both fexes; and add unto the unjult doers 
_ nothing but deftru@ion, 


CHAP. Lxxyt. 
Intitled, The Genii; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY, it hath been revealed unto me that a com- 

pany of genii attentively heard me reading the 
Koran *, and-faid, Verily we have heard an admi-. 
rable difcourfe; which dire@eth unto the right in. 
ftitution: wherefore we believe therein, and we will 
by no means affociate any other with our Lory. He 
{may the majefty of our Lorp be exalted!) hath 
taken no wife, nor hath he begotten any iffue. Yet 
the foolifh among us! hath {poken that which is ex- 
tremely falfe of Gop: but we verily thought that 
neither man nor genius would by any means have 
uttered a lie concerning Gop. And there are certain 
men who fly for refuge unto certain of the genii*; 
but they increafe their folly and tranfgreffion: and 
they alfo thought, as ye thought", that Gop would 
not raife any one to life. And we formerly attempted 
to pry into what was tranfagting in heaven; but we 
found the fame filled with a ftrong guard: of angels, 
and with flaming darts: and we fat on fome of the 
feats thereof to hear the difcourfe of its inhabitants ; 


* See chap. 46. p. 374-not.’. | fend me from the foolifleamong his 
* The foolith among us.|——viz, people (1). 
Eblis, or the rebellious genir. ” They alfothought, as ye thought, 


™ There are certain men who fly &c.J—Ie is uncertain which of thefe 
fot refuge unto certain of the genii.d promouns is to be referred to man 
—For the Arabs, when they found kind, and which to, the genii: fome 
themfelves in a defert. in the even. expofitors taking that of the third 
ing, (the genii being fuppofed to perfon to relate to the former, and 
haunt fuch places about that ume) that of the fecond pe: fon to the lat- 
ued to fay, I fly for refuge unto the ters and others being of the contrary. 
Lord of this valley, that he may de- opinion, 








(2) AlBeroaw:, 
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but wineier lifteneth now, findeth a flame laid in 
ambuth for him, to guard the celeftial confines °. And 
we know not whether evil be hereby intended againft 
thofe who are in the earth, or whether their Lor 
intendeth to direét them aright, There are fome 
among us who are upright; and there are fome 
among us who are otherwife: we are of different 
ways. And we verily thought that we could by no 
means fruftrate Gop in the earth, neither could we 
efcape him by flight: wherefore, when we had heard 
the dire&tion contained’ in the Koran, we believed 
therein. And whoever believeth in his Lorp, need 
not fear any diminution of his reward, nor any in- 
juftice. There are fome Moflems among us; and 
there are others of us who {werve from righteoufne(s ®, P 
And whofo embraceth Isiam, they earneftly feek 
true dire€tion: but thofe who fwerve from righteouf- 
nefs, fhall be fewel for hell. If they tread in the 
way of truth, we will furely water them with abun- 
dant rain’; that we may prove them thereby: but 
whofo turneth afide from the admonition of his 
Lorn, him will he fend into a fevere torment. 
Verily the places of worfhip are {ct apart unto Gop: 
wherefore invoke not any other therein together with 
Gop. When the fervant of Gop' ftood up to in, 
yoke him, it wanted little but that the genii had 
preffed on him in crouds, to hear him rehearfe the 
Koran. Say, Verily I call upon my Lorp only, 
and I affociate no other god with him. Say, Verily 
Lam not able, of myfelf, to procure you either hurt, 
jor a right inftitution, Say, Verily none can protett 
me againft Gon; neither fhall I find any refuge be- 
fides him. I can do no more than publifh what hath, 
been revealed unto me from Gop, and his meflages. 


° See chap. 15. Some think by thefe words rain is 
® See the Pretint, he fe, {c@. IV. promifed to the Meccans, after their 
Pp. oy fe feven years drovght, on their em- 
Ve will water them with abun- bracin Ifam. 
dant rain.]——i. e. We will grant The fervant of Gop.]——viz. 
them plenty of all good things. Mohammed. 


Ava 
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And whofoever fhall be difobedient unto Cop and his 
apoftle, for him is the fire of hell prepared ; they fhall 
remain therein for ever. . Until they fee the vengeance 
with which they are threatened, they will not ceafe 
their oppofition: ‘but then fhall they know who were 
the weaker in a protéftor, and the fewer,in number. 
Say, I know not ‘whether the-punifhment with which 
ye are threatened be nigh, or whether my Lorp will 
appoint for it a diftant term. He knoweth the fecrets 
of futurity.; and he doth not communicate his fecrets 
unto any, except an apoftle in whom he is well 
pleafed: and he caufeth a’ guard of angels to march 
before him, and behind him; that ke may know that 

» they have executed the commiffions of their Lorp': 
he comprehendeth whatever is with them; and count- 
eth all things by riumber. 


* That he may know that they commtunicated it to him pure and 
have executed the commiffions of free from any diabolical. fa ef= 
their Loxo.J—That is to fay, Either tions; or that Goo may know that 
tha: the prophe: gay know that the prophet has publifhed the fame 

» Gabriel and the other angels, who to mankied (1). 
bring down the revelation, have 


(1) Idea. 


CHAP. LxXxuL 


Intitled, The Wrapped up; revealed at 
Mecca‘. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


O Thou wrapped up*, arife to prayer, and conti- 
nue therein during the night, except a fmall 
part; 

* Some will have the laft verfe, garpents, being affrighted at the ap- 


beginning at thefe words, Veril thy vance of Gabriel ; or, as fome fay, 
Lorn knoweth, &c. to have been he Jay fleepin unconcernedly, or, 
xevealed at Medina, according to others, praying, ‘wrap- 

* O thou wrapped up.}—When _ ped’ up in one part of a large mantle, 
this revelation was brought toMo- or rug, with the other part of which 
hammed, he was wrapped up in his Ayefha hadcovered herthifec fleenis}. 
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part; that is to fay, during one half thereof: or do 
thou jeffen the fame a little, or add thereto*. And 
repeat the Koran with a diftin@ and fonorous voice: 
for we will lay on thee a weighty word’. Verily 
the rifing by night* is more efficacious. for’ ftedfaft 
continuance in devotion, and more conducive to de- 


Cuar. 73. 


‘cent pronunciation*: for in the day-time thou haft 
‘Jong employment. 


And commemorate the name of 
thy Lorp: and: feparate thyfelf unto him, renoun- 
cing worldly vanities. He is the Lox of the eaft, 


This epithet of wrapped up, and 
another of the fame import given to 
Mohammed in the next chapter, 
have been imagined, by feveral 
Icarned men (:), pretty plainly to 
intimate his being fabjedt to the 
falling ficknefs; a malady gene- 
rally attributed to him by the 
Chriftians @), but mentioned by no 
Mohammedan writer. Though fuch 
an inference may be made, yet I 
think it fcarce probable, much lefs 
neceflary (3). 

~ Except a fmall.part.J——For a 
half is fuch, with sefpe& to the 
whole. Or, as the fentence may 
be rendered, Pray half the night, 
within a fmall matter, &c. Some 
expound thefe words as an excep- 
tion to nights in general; accord- 
ing to whom the fenfe will be, 
Spend one half of every night in 
prayer, except fome few nights in the 
year, &e. (4). 

* Or do thou leflen the fame, or 
add thereto.J—i.e. Sct apart either 
Jefs than half the night, as one 
third, for example, or more, as 
two thirds. Or the meaning may 
be, Either take a fmall mateer from, 
a leffer part_of the night than one 
half, e.g. from one third, and fo 
reduce it to a fourth; or add to 
fuch Jeffer part, and thake it a full 
half (5). | . 

3 A weighty word.]—viz. “The 


precepts contained in the Koran; 
which are heavy and difficult to thofe 
who are obliged.to obferve them, and 
elpecially to the prophet, whofe care 
it was to fee thar his people obferved 
them alfo (6). 

© The rifing by night.}—Or, The 

tfon who rifeth by night; or the 

ours, or particularly the firft hours 
of the night, &c. 

* The riting by night is more effi- 
cacious for ftedfaft continuance in 

, and more conducive to de- 

Cent prominciation. }—For the night- 
time is moft proper for meditation. 
and prayer, and alfo for reading Gon’s 
word diftin@ly and with attention; 
by reafon of the abfence of ever 
noife and obje& which may diftratt 
the mind. | 

Marracci, having mentioned this 
natural explication of the Moham. 
medan commentators, becaufe he 
finds one word in the verfe which 
may be taken in a fenfe tending that 
way, fays the whole may with great= 
er exaéinefs be expounded of the fir. 
refs of the night feafon for amorous 
diverfions and difcourfe; and he pa- 
raphrafes it in Latin thus; Certe in 
panei io no&is majus robur & vim 

bet homo, ad feminas premendas 
& fubagitandas, & ad clarioribus ver- 
bis amores fuos propalandos (7). A 
moft effe€tual way this, to turn a 
book into ridicule! 


(1) Hortrne. Hift, Orient. 1. 1. c. 2 Marrac. in Ale. p, 769. 


. Gacnier. not. ad Anu’. vit, Moh. p. 9. 
of Mah. p. 16. and the authors there cited. (3) 


of the Saracens, vol. i. p. 300, &c. 


(2) See Paro. Life 
See Ocxrey’s Hifl. 
(4) Al Berpaws, {5} Idem. 
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and of the weft; there is no Gop but he. Where. 
fore take him for thy Patron: and patiently fuffed 
the contumelies which the infidels utter againft thee ; 
and depart from them with a decent departure. And 
let me alone with thofe who charge ‘the Koran with 
falfehood, who enjoy the bleflings of this life; and 
bear with them for a while : verily with us are heay: 

fetters, and a burning fire, and food ready to choak 
him who. fwalloweth it*, and painful torment. On 
a certain day the carth fhall be fhaken, and the 
“Mountains alfo, and the mountains fhall become a 
heap of fand poured forth, Verily we have fent-un- 
fo you an apoftle, to bear witnefs againft you; as 
we fent an apoftle unto Puaraon : but PHaraon 
was difobedient unto. the apoftle; wherefore we chal. 
tifed him with a heavy chaftifement. How, there- 
fore, will ye efcape, if ye believe not, the day which 
fhall make ‘children become grey-headed through ter- 
ror? The heaven fhall be rent in funder thereby: the 
promife thereof fhall furely be performed. Verily 
this is an admonition ; and whoever is willing to be 
admonifhed, will take the way unto his Lorp. Thy 
Lorn knoweth that thou continueft in prayer and 
meditation {ometimes near two third parts of the night, 
and fometimes one half thereof, and at other times one 
third part thereof: and a Part of thy companions, who 
are with thee, do the fame. But Gop meafureth the 
night and the day; he knoweth that ye cannot 
exaétly compute the fame : wherefore he turneth fa- 
vourably unto yous Read, therefore, fo much of 


* Choakin food.]~As thorns and ing: for fome of the Moflems, not 
thiflles, the fruit of the infernal tree poowing bos the time paffed, ‘ufed 
al Zakkiim, and the Corruption flow- to wate ithe whole. night, flanding 
ing from the bodies of the damned. andewalking about till their legs and 

* Wherefore he turneth favoura- feet fwelled in a fad manner. The 
bly unto’ you.]-By making the mat. commentatars add, that this precept 
ter eafy to you, and difpenfing with of dedicating a Part of the night to 
your {crupulous counting of the devotion, is abrogated by the inflitue 
hours of the night which ye are di- tion of the five hours of prayer aa). 
reQted to fpead in teading and pray- ; 


(@) Al Baipaw:, ‘ 
G ga the 
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the Koran as may be ealy unto you. He knoweth 
that there will be fome infirm among you; and others 
travel through the earth, that’ they may obtain. a com- 
petency of the bounty of Gon;.and others fight in 
the defence of Gon’s faith. . Read, therefore, fo much 
of the fame as may be eafy. And obferve the fated 
“times of prayer, and pay the legal alms; and. lend 
santo Gop an acceptable loan; for whatever good ye 
fend before for your fouls, ye fhall find the fame with 
‘Gop: This will be better, and will merit a.greater 
‘reward. And afk Gop forgivenefs; for. Gop is 
‘ready to forgive, and merciful. 
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4 This will merit a greater re- 
ward, J——i. e. The good which ye 
thall do in your life-time, will be 


much more meritorious in the fight 
of Gon, than what ye fhall defer till 
death, and order by will (1). 


CHAP, LXXIV. 


Intitled, The Covered; revealed at Mecca, 


In the name of the moft merciful.Gon. 


Thou coveraly arife and preach‘, and mag. 


nify thy Lorp, 


* © thou covered, &c.J—It is re- 
lated, fromm Mohammed’s own 
thouth, that being on mount Hara, 
and hearing himfelf called, he looked 
on each hand, and faw nobody, but 
looking upwards, he faw the angel 
Gabriel on a throne, between hea- 
ven and earth; at which fight being 
much terrified, he returned to his 
wife Khadija, and bid her cover him 
up; and that then the angel defcend- 
ed, and addref{-d him in the words of 
the text. From hence fome think 
this chapter to have. been the firft 
-which was revealed; but the more 





5 eee re: 





ey eS 


a ae oe 


And cleanfe thy garments: 


received opinion is, that it was the 
ninety-fixth, Others fay, that the 
prophet, having been reviled by cers 
tain of the Koreith, was fitting ina 
inelancholy and penfive pofture, 
wrappéd up in his mantle, when Ga- 
briel accofted him: and fome fay, he 
was fleeping. Sce the fecdnd note 
tothe preceding chapter. 

' Arife and preach.J—It is gene- 
rally fuppofed that Mohammed is 
here commanded more efpecially to 
warn his near relations, the: Koreith ; 
as he is exprefsly orderedto doin a 
fabfequent revelation (1) 


belie cette Wate = 
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and fly every abomination®: and be not liberal, 


in hopes to ‘receive more in 
wait for thy Lorn. When the 
verily that day fhall bea day of 
unto the unbelievers: Let me 
on whom I have beftowed abun. 


I have created’, 
dant riches, and children 


return: and patiently 

trumpet fhall found, 
diftrefs and uneafinefs 
alone with him whom 


dwelling in his prefence } 


and for whom I. have difpofed affairs ina fmooth 
and eafy manner‘, and who defireth that I will yet 


add other bleffings unto him. 


he is an adverfary to our figns', 
: for he hath devifed and 
reffions to ridicule the Ko-: 


with grievous calamities” 


prepared contumelious exp: 
May he be curfed: 
prepared the fame! And again 
malicioufly hath he prepared 
ed, and frowned, and put on 
then he -turned back, and 


RAN, 


By no means: becaufe 
I will affli& him 


how malicioufly hath he 
» may he be curfed: how 
the fame! Then he look. 
an auftere countenance ; 
was elated with pride; 


and he faid, This is no other than a picce of magic, 
borrowed from others: thefe are only the words of 


a man. 
what fhall make - thee ‘to 


* Fly every abomination. ]-By the 
word abomination the commentators 
Renerally agree idolatry to be prin- 
cipally intended. 

+, * Let me alone with him whom I 
have created, &c.J-The perfon here 
meant is generally {uppofed to have 
been al Walid Ebn al Mogheira (1), 
@ principal man among the Koreifh, 

‘And children dwelling in his pre- 
fence, ]—~Being well provided for, 
and not obliged to go abroad to feek 
their livings, as moft others of the 
Meccans-were (2). . 

* And for whom I have difpofed 
things'in an eafy manner, ]—By faci- 
lirating his advancement’ to power 
and dignity:; which were fo confi- 
derable, that he was furnamed Riha- 
ha Koreifh, or The fweet adour of 


(1) Al Zamaxu. Al Berpawr, Jacrar. 


fa} Idem, (4) Idem. 


? a 


1 will caft him to be burne 


in hell. And 
underftand what hell is ? 


the Koreith, andal Wahid, i. ¢. The 
only one, or The incomparable (3). 
‘By no means, crs the tea 
velation of this paffage it is faid 
that Walid’s profperity egan to de- 
cay, and continued daily fo to dota 
the time of his death (4). 
™ I will afli& him with grievous 
calamities, ]}—Or, as the words may 
fii@ly “rendered, I will drive 
him up the crag of a mountain ; 
which fome underftand of a moun. 
tain of fire, agreeably to a tradition 
of their prophet, importing, that al 
Walid will be condemned to afs 
cend this mountain, and then ta be 
git down from thence alternately 
for ever ; and that he will be feventy 
years in climbing up, and as many 
tn falling down (5). 


(2) Al Barpaws. 
(3) Idems 
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It leaveth not any thing unconfumed, neither doth it 
fuffer any thing to-efcape: it {corcheth men’s flefh: 
over the fame. are nineteen angels appointed, We 
have appointed none but angels to prefide over hell- 
fires; and we have expreffed the number of them 
only for an occafion of difcord to the unbelievers? ; 
that thcy to whom the {criptures have been given, 
may be certain of the veracity of this book?,: and the 
true believers may increafe.in faith; and that thofe 
to whom the {criptures have been given, and the 
true behevers may not doubt hereafter; and that 
thofe in whofe hearts there is an infirmity, and the 
unbelievers may fay, What myftery doth Gop in- 
tend by this number? Thus doth Gon caufe to err 
whom he. pleafeth; and he direGeth whom he 
pleafeth, None knoweth the armies of thy Lorp4 
befides him: and this‘ is no other than a memento 
unto mankind. Affuredly.. By the moon, and. the 
right when it refreateth, and the morning when it 
reddeneth, I fwear that thisis- one of the .moft, terri: 
ble calamitics, giving warning unto men, as well 
unto him among you who defireth to go forward, as 
unto him who choofeth toremain behind. Every foul 
is given in pledge for that which it fhall “have 
wrought*: except the companions of the right- 
hand‘; who fhall dwell in gardens, and fhall afk one 


= We have appointed none but an- 
gels to prefide over hell-fire.J—The 
reafon of which is faid to be, that 
they might be of a different nature 
and fpecics from thofe who are to 
be tormented, left they fhould:have 
a fcllow-feeling of, ‘and compaf- 
fionate their fufferings; or elfe, be- 
eaufe of. theit great Rrength and fe- 
verity of teniper (1). 

° For an occafion of difcord to the 
unbelievers.J—-—Or, for a trial of 
them: becaufe they might fay this 
was a particular borrowed by Mo- 
hammed of the Jews. 

¥ They to whom the feriptures have 
ti } Idem. 


wie 


(2) Jariazofopin. 


been given.]———And efpecially the 
Jews ; this being conformable to what 
3s contained jn their books (2). 

® The armies of thy Lox. Ji. e. 
All his creatures; or particular! 
the number and frength of the guards 
of hell. * 
__* This.]~The antecedent feems 
to be bell. : 

* See chap. 52. p. 999. 
xt Except the comserions of the 
right hand.J—i, e. The bleffed (3); 
who fall redeem themfelves by their 
good works. Some fay thefe are the 
angels ; and others, fuch as die ine 
fanis (4). 


(3) See chap. 56. p. 442. not *. 
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another queftions concerning the wicked, and fhall 
alfo afk the wicked themfelves, faying, What hath 
brought you into hell? They fhall anfwer, We were 
not of thofe who were conftant at prayer, neither 
did we feed the poor; and we waded in vain dif- 
putes, with the fallacious reafoners; and we denied 
the. day of judgment, until death" overtgok us: 
and the interceffion of the interceders fhall not avail 
them. What aileth them, therefore, that they turn 
afide from the admonition of the Koran, as though 
they were timorous affes flying from a lign? Bu 
every man among them defireth that he may have 
expanded fcrolls delivered to him from GOR*. By 
no means. They fear not the life tocome. By no 
means: verily this isa fufficient warning. Whofo is 
willing to be warned, him fhall it warn: but they 
fhall not be warned, unlefs Gop fhall pleafe. He 
is worthy to be feared; and he is inclined to for- 
givenels. 


, + Death.]—Literally, That which that they would never obey him ae 
is certain. . a prophet, till he broughteach man 

» That, he may have expanded a writing from heaven, :to this cf 
Scrolls delivered tohim from Gon.] _ fe€t, viz. From Gop to fuch a ones 
For the infidels told Mohammed Follow Mohammed (1). 


(1) Idem. 


CHAP. LXXV. 
Intitled, The Refurre&tion; revealedat Mecca. 
“In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 
VERILY 1 Swear by the day of refurreStion; 


and I fwear by the foul which accufeth 
itfelf’: doth man think that we will not gather his 


bones 
x I fwear.J—Or, I will not fwear. and of failing of perfetion, not- 
See chap. 56. p. 416. not. §, withflanding tts endeavours to do 


7 The foul which accufeth itfelf.}- its duty: or, the pious foul which 
Being confcious of having offended, fhall blame others, at the laft-day, 
&4 or 
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bones together? Yea: we are able to put together 
the {malleft bones of his fingers. But man choofeth 
to be wicked, for the time which is before him. He 
afketh, When will the day. of refurre€tion be? But 
when the fight fhall be dazzled, and the moon fhall 
be eclipfed, and the fun and the moon fhall be in 
conjunftion*; on that day man fhall fay, Where 
is a place of refuge? By no means: there fhall be no 
place to fly unto. With thy Lorn fhall be the fure 
manfion of reft on that day: on that day thall a 
man be epld that which he hath done firft and laft*, 
Yea; a man fhall be an evidence againft himfelf: 
and though he offer his excufes, they fhall not be re- 
ceived. Move not thy tongue, O Monammen, in 
repeating the revelations brought thee by Gasrizt, 
before he fhall have finifhed the fame, that thou mayeft 
quickly commit them to memory: for the colleét- 
ing the Koran in thy mind, and the teaching thee 
the true reading thereof are incumbent on us. But 
when we fhall have read the fame unto thee by the 
tongue of the angel, do thou follow the reading 
thereof: and afterwards it fhall be our part to ex- 
plain it unto thee. By no means fhalt thou be thus 
hafty for the future. But ye love that which haften- 
eth away’, and neglect the life to come. Some 


for having been remifs in their de- 
votions, &c, Some underftaad the 
words of the foul of Adam, in par- 
ticular; who is continpally blaming 
himfelf for having foft paradife by 
his difobedience (1). 

«And the fan ard the moon fhalt 
he in conjunétion.}—Rifing both in 
the weft (2): which conjunction is 
no contradiGtion to what is men- 
tioned jult. before, of the moon’s 
being eclipfed ; becaufe thofe words 
ate not to be underftood of a regu- 
lar eclipfe, but metaphorically, of 
the moon’s lofing her light, at the 
Jaft-day, in a preternatural manner. 


{1} Idem, 
ea See chap. 17. p. 97+ 


(2) See the Prelim, Difc. p. 105. 


Some think the meaning rather to be, 
that the fan and the moon fhall be 
joined in the lofs of their light (3). 

* Vhat which he hath done firft 
and laft.}Or, the good which he 
hath done, and that which he hath 
left undone, &c. 

> Ye love that which hafeneth 
away. J--—i. e. The fleeting plea- 
fures of this hfe. The words in« 
timate the natural haflinefs and im- 
patience of man (4), who takes up 
with a prefent enjoyment, though 
thort, and bitter in its confequen- 
¢es, rather than to wait for real 
happinels in futurity. 


(3) AlBerpawr. 


countenances, 
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. countenances, on that day, fhall be bright, looking 
towards their Lorn; and fome countenances, on 
that day, fhall be difmal: they fhall think that a 
crufhing calamity fhall be brought upon them, 
Affurediy. When a man’s foul fhall come up to his 
throat, in his laft agony; and the {tanders-by {hall fay, 
Who bringeth a charm to recover him? and fhal} 
think it to be his departure out of this world; and 
one leg fhall be joined with the other leg‘: on that 
day unto thy Lorp fhall he be driven. For he be- 
lieved not‘, neither did he pray; but he accufed 
GOD’s apoltle of impofture, and turned back from 
obeying him:. then he departed unto his family, walk. 
ing with a haughty mien. Wherefore, wo be unto 
thee; wo! And again, Wo be unto thee; wo! Doth 
man think that he fhall be left at full liberty, with- 
out controul? Was he not a drop of feed, which was 
emitted? Afterwards he became a little coagulated 
blood; and GOD formed him, and fafhioned him 
with juft proportion: and made him of two fexes, 
the'male and the female. Is not he who hath done 
this able to quicken the dead? 


© And one leg fhall be joined with ¢ He believed not.J—Or, He did 
the other leg.J—i. e. And when he not give alms.] or, He was not a 
fhall tretch forth his legs together ; manof veracity. Some fuppofe Abu 
as is ufual with dying perfous. Jahl, and others one Abi Ebn Rabia, 
The words may alfo be tranflated, to be particularly inveighed againft 
And when one affliion fhall be join- in this chapter, 
ed with another affliGion. * 


CHAP, LXXVI 


TIntitled, Man; revealed at Mecca *. 
In the name of the meft merciful Gop. 


D ID there not pafs ‘over mana long fpace of 
time ; during which he was a thing not worthy 


© It is fomewhat doubtful, whe- Mceca, or at Medina, 
ther this chapter was revealed at 


of 
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of remembrance’? Verily we have created man of 
the mingled feed of both fexes, that we might prove 
him: and we have made him to hear and to fee* 
We have furely dire€ted him in the way ? whether he 
be grateful, orungrateful. Verily we have prepared 
for the unbelievers chains, and collars, and burning 
fire. But the juft fhall drink of a cup of wine, mixed 
with the water of Carur?, a fountain whereof the 
fervants of Gop fhall drink; they fhall convey the 
fame by channels whitherfoever they pleafc. Thefe fulfil 
their vow, and dread the day, the evil whereof will 
difperfe itfclf far abroad? and give food unto the 
poor, and the orphan, and the bondman, for his 
fake, faying, We feed you for Gon’s fake only: we 
defire no recompenfe from you, nor any thanks: 
verily we dread, from our Lorn, a difmal and cala- 
mitous day’, Wherefore Gop fhall deliver them 
: . from 


£ Did there not pafs over man a Mobammed’s grantchifdten, on a 
Jong {pace oftime, &c.]—Some take certain time being both fick, the 
thefe words to be fpoken of Adam, prophet, among | others,  vifited 
whofe body, according to the Mo- them. and they withed Ali to make 
hammedan tradition, was at fir a tome vow to Goo for the recovery 
figure of clay, and was left forty of his fons: whereupon Ali, and 
years to dry, before Gop breathed Fatema, and Fidda, their maid-fer- 
life into it’ (1): Others underfland vant, vowed a faft of three days in 
them of man in general, and of cafe they did well; as it happened 
the nme he fies in the womb. they did. This vow was perform- 

@ We have made himtohearand ed with fo great firiétnefs, that the 
to {ve.]—That he might be capable firft day, having no provifions in 
of receiving the rules and direftions the houfe, “Ali_ was obliged to bor- 
given by Gon for his guidance (2}; row three meafures of barley of one 
and of meriting reward or punith- Simeon, a Jew of Khaibar; one 
ment for his obfervance or neglect gameafure of which Fatema ground 
of them. y Hobe fame day, and baked five cakes 

© Cafir.J—Is the name ofa foun- of the meal; and they were fet be- 
cain in_paradife, fo called from its fore them, to break their faft with, 
refembling camphire (which the after fan-fet: but a poor man com- 
ward fignifies) in odour and white- ing to them, they gave all their 
nefs. Some take the word for an bread to him, an palled the night 
appeltative, and think the wine’ of without tafting any thing, except 
paradife will be mixed with camphire, , water. The next day, Fatema made 
decaufe of its agrecable coolnefs and’ another meafure into bread, for the 
{mell (9). fame purpofe; but an orphan heg- 

5 Thefe fulfil their vow, &c.j—Ie ging fome food, they chofe to let 
Js related that Halan and Hofein, fin have it, and palfed that night 

. as 








* £1} Goethe gotes to chap. 2.p.6. 2) AlBszpaws. (3) Idem 
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from the evil of that day, and fhall caft on them 
brightnefs of countenance, and joy; and fhali re. 
‘ward them, for their patient perfevering, with a gat- 


den, and filk garments: therein fhall they repofe. 
: themfelyes on couches; they fhall. fee therein neither’ 


_ them fhall be garments of fine green filk, 


fun nor moon*; and the fhades thereof ‘hall be 
near fpreading above them, and the fruits thereof 
thall hang low, fo as to be eafily gathcred. And 
their attendants fhall go round about unto ther, with 
veffels of filver, and goblets: the bottles fhall be 
bottles of filver fhining like glafs; they fhall determine 
the meafure thereof by their with. And therein {hall 
they be given, to drink of acup of wine, mixed with 
the water of Zenyesix, a fountain in paradife named 
Sarsasii™: and youths, which fhall continue for 
ever in their bloom, fhall go round to attend them ; 
when thou féeft them, thou fhalt think them to be 
fcattered pearls: and when thou lookeft, there fhalt 
thou behold delights, and a great kingdom. Upon 
and of bro- 
cades, and they fhall be adorned with bracelets of 
filver: and thetr Lorn fhall give them to drink of 
a moft pure liquor; and fhall fay unto them, Verily 
this is your reward: and your endeavour is grate. 
fully accepted. Verily we have fent dowh unto thee 
the Koran, by a gradual revelation. Wherefore pa- 
tiently wait the judgment of thy Lorn; and obey 
not any wicked perfon or unbeliever among them, 


* on the virtues of his 


as the firft: and the third'day they 
likewife gave their whole provifion 
toa famifhed captive. pon this 
occafion Gabrict defcended with the 
chapter before us, and told Mohant 
med. that Gon congratulated him 
family (1). 

* They fhall fee therein neither fun 
nor moon. ]—Becanfe they hall not 
necd the light of either (2). The 
word Zamharir, here tranflated 
moon, properly fignifics extreme 
cold: for which ‘reafon fome on. 


(1) Idem, 


(2) See Revel. xxi. 23. 


desftand the meaning of the paf> 
fage to be, that in paradife there 
fhall be felt no excels either of heat, 
or of cold. 

* Zenjebil. ~The word fignifies 
ginger, which the Arabs delight to 
mix with the water they drink ; 
and*therefore the water of this foun 
tain is fuppofed to have the tafle of 
that fpice 5 
4 a ataby yi ifics water which 

lows gently and pleafantly down 
the threat. : 


{3) Al Burpaws, Farrar. 
And 
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And commemorate the name of thy Lorog, ia, the 
morning, and in the evening : and during fome part of 
the night worfhip him, and praife hima long part of the 
night, ‘Verily thefe men love the tranfitory life, and 
Neave behind them the heavy day of judgment. We have 
‘created them, and have ftrengthened. their joints; and 
when we pleafe, we will fubftitute others like unto them, 
in their ftead. Verily this is.an admonition : and who- 
fo willeth, taketh the way unto his Lorp::. but ye fhall 
not will, unlefs Gop willeth; for Gop is knowing and 
wife. He leadeth whom he pleafeth into his mercy: but 
for the unjuft hath he prepared a grievous punifhment. 


Cuari-97, 


CHAP. LXXVIL 


Intitled, Thofe which afe fent; revealed at 
Mecca. 
‘In the name of the moft merciful: Gop. 


B* the angels which are fent by GOD, following 
one. another in a continual feries; and thofe 
which move {wiftly, with a rapid motion; and. by 
thofe which difperfe his commands, by divulging them 
through the earth ; and by thofe which feparate. truth 
from falfehood, by diftinguifhing the fame; and by 
thofe. which cpmmunicate the divine admonitions, ta 
excufe, or to threaten*: verily that which ‘ye are 
promifed* is inevitable. When the ftars, therefore, 
fhall be put out, and when the heaven fhall be cloven 
in funder, and when the mountains fhall be winnowed, 


:tinguifhing truth from falfehood, and 


© By the. angels which are fent, 
&c.]—Some underftand the whole 
paflage of the verfes of the Koran ; 
which continued to be fent down, 
parcel after parcel, during the fpace 
of feveral years, and which refcine 
{for fo the verb afafa may alfo be 
tranflared) and. abolifh all former 
!difpenfations, divulging and making 
jkrown abe ways of falvation, di 


scommunicating admonition, _ &c, 
Some interpret the firft three verfes 
of the winds, fent in a continual fuc- 
ceffion, blowing with a violent guft, 
and difperfing rain over the earth; 
and others give different explicati- 
ons. 
_* That which _ye are promifed.]- 
viz. The day of judgment. 
and 
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1and when the apoftles fhall have a time affigned them 
to appear and bear teftimony againft their refpeGtive 
‘people; to what a day fhall that appointment be defer- 
red! to the day of feparation: and what fhall caufe thee 
to underftand what the day of feparation is? On that 
day, wo be unto them who accufed the prophets of 
impofture! Have we not deftroyed the obftinate un- 
believers of old? We will alfo caufe thofe of the lat- 
ter times to follow them. Thus do we deal with the 
wicked. Wo be, on that day, unto them who ac- 
culed the prophets of impofture! Have we not created 
you of a contemptible drop of feed, which we placed - 
in a fure-repofitory, until the fixed term of delivery ? 
And we are able to do this: for we are moft power- 
ful. On that day, wo be unto thofe who accufed 
the prophets of impofture! Have we not made the 
earth to contain the living and the dead, and placed. 
therein ftable and lofty mountains, and given you frefh 
water to drink? Wo be, on that day, unto thofe 
who accufed the prophets of impofture! - It fhall be 
faid unto them, Go ye to the punifhment which ye de- 
nied’ as a Falfehood: : go ye into the fhadéw of the 
fmoke of hell, which fhall afcend in three columns, and 
fhall not fhade you from the heat, neither fhall it be 
of fervice againft the flame; but it fhall caft forth 
fparks as big as towers, refembling yellow camels in 
colour’. Wo be, on that day, unto thofe who ac- 
cufed the prophets of impofture! This fhall be a day 
whereon they fhall not {peak to any purpofe; neither 
fhall they be permitted to excufe themflelves. Wo 
be, on that day, unto thofe who accufed the prophets 
of impofture! This fhall be the day of feparation: 
_we will affemble both you and your predeceffors, 
Wherefore, if ye have any cunning ftratagem, em- 
ploy flratagems againft me. Wo be, on that day, 


® Refembling yellow camels.]—~ little to the yellow; the word tran- 
Being of a fiery colour, Others, flated yellow, fignifying fometimes 
however, fuppofe thefe fparks will black. “Some copies, by the varia 


be of a dutky hue, like thar of black tion of a vowel, have cables, inflead. 
@ancls, which always inclines a of camels. 


unte 
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unto thofe who accufed the prophetseof impofture! 
But the pious fhall dwell amidft fhades and fountains, 
and fruits of the kinds which they fhall defire: and it 
fhall be faid unto them, Eat and drink with eafy. di- 
geltion, in recompenfe for that which ye have wrought; 
for thus do we reward the righteous doers. Wo be, 
on that day, unto thofe who accufed the prophets of 
impofture! Eat, O unbelievers, and enjoy the plea- 
fures of this life, fora little while: verily ye are wicked 
men. Wo be, on that day, unto thofe who accufed 
the prophets of impofture! And when it is faid unto 
them, Bow down; they do not bow down. Wo be, 
on that day, unto thole who accufed the prophets of 
impofture! In what new revelation will they believe, 
after this? 


CHAP. LXXVII. 
Intitled, The News; revealed at Mzcca, 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. + 


ONCERNING what do the unbelievers afk quef. 

/ tions of one another? Concerning the great news 

of the refurre€tion, about which they difagree. Affur. 
edly they fhall hereafter know the truth thereof, Again, 
Affuredly they fhall hereafter know the truth thereof. 
Have we not made the earth for a bed, and the moun- 
tains for flakes to fix the fame?? -And have we not 
created you of two fexes; and appointed your fleep 
for reft; and made the night a garment to cover you; 
and deftined the day to the gaining your livelihood; 
and built over you feven folid heavens; and’ placed 
therein a burning lamp? And do we not fend down 
from the clouds preffing forth rain, water’ pouring 
down in abundance, that we may thereby produce 
corn, and herbs, and gardens planted thick with trees? 
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Verily the day of feparation is a fixed period: the day 
whereon the trumpet fhall found, and yé fhall come in 
troops to judgment; and the heaven fhall be opened, 
and {hall be full of gates for the angels to pafs through ; 
and the mountains fhall pafs away, and become as a 
vapour; verily hell fhall be a place of ambufh, a re- 
ceptacle for the tranfgreffors, who fhall remain therein 
for ages: they fhall not tafte any. refrefhment therein, 
or any drink, except boiling water, and filthy corrup- 
tion: a fit recompentfe for their deeds! For they hoped’ 
that they fhould not be brought to an account, and 
they difbclieved our figns, accufing them of falfehood. 
But every thing have we computed, and written down, 
Tafte, therefore: we will not add unto you any other 
than torment’. But for the pious is prepared a place 
of blifs: gardens ‘planted with trees, and vineyards, 
and damfels with {welling breafts, of equal age with 
themfelves, and a full cup. They fhall hear no vain 
difcourfe there, nor any falfehood. This fhall be their 
recompenfe from thy Lox ; a giftfully fufficient: from 
the Lorp of heaven and earth, and of whatever is 
between them; the Merciful. The inhabitants of hea- 
ven or of earth fhall not dare to demand audience of 
him ; the day whereon the fpirit Gasrizt, and: the 
other angels fhall ftand in order, they fhall not {peak 
in behalf of themfelves or of others, except he only. to 
whom the Merciful fhall grant permiffion, and who 
fhall fay that which is right. ‘his is the infallible day, 
Wholo, therefore, willcth, Jet him return unto his 
Lorn. Verily we threaten you with a punifhment 
nigh at hand: the day whereon a man {hall behold 
the good or evil deeds which his hands have fent before 
him; and the unbeliever fliall fay, Would to Gop I 
were duft! : 


4 


* We will not add unto you any pronounced again the inhabitarts 
other than torment.]—This, fay the . of hell; they being hereby affured, 
commentators, is the moft fevere and that every change in their torments 
retrible fentence inthe whole Koran, will be for the worfe. 


CHAP: 
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CHAP, LXXIX. 


Intitled, Thofe who tear forth; revealed at 
Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


B* the angels who tear forth the fouls of fome with 
violence ; and by thofe who draw forth the fouls 
of others with gentlenefs*; by thofe who glide fwim- 
mingly through the air with the commands of GOD; 
and thofe who precede and ufber the righteous to 
paradife; and thofe who fuSordinately govern the 
affairs of this world: ona certain day, the difturbing 
blaft of the trumpet fhall difturb the univerfe ; and the 
fubfequent blaft fhall follow it. On that day men’s 
hearts fhall tremble: their looks fhall be caft down. 
The infidels fay, Shall we furely be made to return 
whence we came'? After we fhall have become rot- 
ten bones, fhall we be again raifed to life? They fay, 
This then will be a return to Jofs. Verily it will be 
but one founding of the trumpet", and behold, they 
fhall-appear alive on the face of the earth’. Hath 
not the ftory of Moses reached thee? When his 
Lorp called unto him in the holy valley Towa’, 


* By the angels who tear forth the 
fouls of fome with violence, &c.J— 
Thefe are the angels of ‘death, and 
his affiftants; who will take the fouls 
of the wicked in a rough and cruel 
inanner, from the inmoft part of their 
bodies, as a man drags up a thing 
fiom the bottom of the fea; but will 
take the fouls of the good in a genie 
and eafy manner, from their lips, as 
when aman draws a bucket of water 
atone pull (1). 

There are feveral other interpreta- 
tions of this whole paffage: fome ex- 
pounding al} the five parts of the oath 
of the fiars, others of the fouls of 


men, others of the fouls of warriors 
in particular, and othersof war horfes: 
a detail of which, I apprehend, 
would rather tire than pleafe. 

* Shall we furely be made to return 
whence we came? j-i. e. Shall we be 
teftored to our former condition ? 

_* Que founding of the trumpet. ]- 
viz. The fecond, or third blait, ac- 
cording to different opinions. 

~ They thall appear alive on the 
face of the earth.J—Or, They fhall 
appear at the place of judgment... Fhe 
original word al Sahira, ts alfo ong 
of the names of hell, 

* See chap. 20. p, 139- 


(:} Al Barvawr, 


faying, 


Cuar. 79,5 At KORAN. - 48a 


faying, Go unto Puaraon ; forhe is infolently wick- 
ed: and fay, Haft thou adefire to become juft and 
holy ? and I will direét thee unto thy Loxp, that thou 
mayeft fear to tranfgrefs. And he fhewed him the 
very great fign of the rod turned into a ferpent: but 
he charged Moses with impotture, and rebelled againft 
GOD. Then he twirned back haftily ; and he affem- 
bled the magicians, and cried aloud, fayinz, I ath your 
fupreme Lord. Wherefore Gon chattifed him with 
the punifhment of the life to come, and alfo of this pre- 
fent life. Verily hercin is an example unto him who 
feareth to rebel. Are ye more difficult to create, or 
the heaven which GOD hath built? He hath raifed 
the height thereof, and hath perfeétly formed the fame: 
and he hath made the night thereof dark, and hath pro- 
duced the light thereof. After this he ftretched out the 
earth’, whence he caufed to {pring forth the water 
thereof, and the pafture thereof; and he cftablifhed 
the mountains, for the ufe of yourfelves, and of your 
cattle. When the prevailing, the great day fhall come, 
on that day fhall a man call to remembrance what he 
hath purpofely done: and hell {hall be expofed to the 
view of the. fpe€tator. And whofo fhall have ‘tranf- 
greffed, and fhall have chofen this prefent life; verily 
hell fhall be his abode: but whofo fhall have dreaded 
the appearing before his Lorp,and fhall have refrained 
his foul from luft; verily paradife fhall be his abode. 
They will afk thee concerning the laft-hour, when will 
be the fixed time thereof. By what means canft thou 
give any information of the fame? Unto thy Lorp 
belongeth the knowledge of the period thereof: and 
thou art only a warner, who feareft the fame. The 
day whereon they fhall fee the fame, it-fhall feem to 
them as though they had not tarried in the world longer 
than an evening, or a morning thereof, : 


¥ After this he flretched out the before the heavens, but without ex- 


earth. }——Which had been created panfion (1). 
“ (1) Jariaro’porn, 


Vou. I. Hh CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXX, 
Intitled, He frowned; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


tes prophet frowned, and turned afide, becaufe 
the blind man came unto him*: and how doft 
thou know whether he fhall peradventure be cleanfed 
from his fins; or whether he fhall be admonifhed, and 
the admonition fhall profit him? The man who is 
wealthy, thou receiveft refpettfully; -whereas it is 
not to be charged on thee, that he is not cleanfed: 
but him who cometh unto thee earneftly feek- 
ing his falvation, and who feareth GOD, doft thou 
ne ‘geet. By no means fhouldeft thou aé& thus. Verily 
the Koran is an admonition; (and he who is willing 
retaineth the fame; written in volumes honourable, 
exalted, and pure ; by the hands of fcribes honoured, 
and jull*. May man be curled! What hath feduced 
him to infidelity? Of what thing doth Gop create 
him? Of a drop of feed doth he creatt him ; and he 
formeth him with proportion; and then facilitateth 


* The prophet frowned, and turned 
alide, becaule blind man came 
unto him, &c.]—This paflage was 
revealed on the following occafion. 


prehended. After this, whenever 
the prophet faw Ebn Omm Maétam, 
he thewed him great refpeét, faying, 
.. The mam is welcome, on whofe ac- 





A certain blind man, named Abdal- 
dan Ebu Oum lagi, came and 
i anmed while he was 
in carneft difcourfe with 
fome of the principal Koreifh, whofe 
couverfion he had hopes of; ‘but the 
rophet taking ne notice of him, the 
lind man, nor knowing Ie was other 
wife bufied, raifed his voice, and faid, 
© apoiile of Goo, teach me fone 
artof what Ga h taught thee: 
ut Mohamined, vexed at this inter 
yuption, frawaed, and turned away 
from him ; for which he is here re- 




















(1) Iden, Al Bsroaws. 


count my Lorn hath reprimanded 
me; and he made him twice gover- 
nor of Medina (1). 

* Whitten in volumes honourable, 
exalted, and pure, &c.}J—Being tran 
{cribed from the preferved table, 
highly honoured in the fight of Gon, 
kept pure and uncorrupted from the 
hands of evil fpirits, and touched 
only by the angels. Some underftand 
hereby the books of the prophets, 
with which the Koran agrees in fub- 
ftance (2). 


(2) Al Zaman. 
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his paflage out of the womb: afterwards he caufeth 
him to die, and layeth him in the grave; hereafter, 
when it fhall pleafe him, he fhall raife him to life. 
Affuredly. He hath not hitherto fully performed 
what GOD hath commanded him. Jet man confider 
his food; in what manner it is provided. We pour 
down water by fhowers ; afterwards we cleave the earth 
in clefis, and we caufe corn to {pring forth therein, 
and grapes, and clover, and the olive, and the palm, 
and gardens planted thick with trees, and fruits, and 
grafs, for the ufe of yourfelves and of your cattle. 
When the ftunning found of the trumpet fhall be 
heard; on that day fhall a man fly from his brother, 
and his mother, and his father, and his wife, and’ his 
children, Every man of them, on that day, fhall have 
bufinefs of his own fufficient to employ his thoughts. 
On that day the faces of fome fhall be bright, laughing, 
and joyful: and upon the faces of others, on that day, 
fhall there be dult; darknefs fhall cover them. Thefe 
are the unbelicvers, the wicked, 


CHAP. LXXXI. 
Intitled, The Folding up; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


HEN the fun fhall be folded up*; and 

when the ftars fhall fail; and when the 
mountains fhall be made to pafs away; and when the 
camels ten months gone with young fhall be neg- 
le€ted*; and when the wild bealtssfhall be gathered 
together’; and when the feas fhall boil*; and when 
the fouls fhall be joined again to their bodies; and 
when the girl who hath been buried alive fhall be 


+ When the fun fhall be foldedup.] p. 109. 
~As a garment that is to be laid by. 8 See ibid. p. 109, and 114. 
* Sce the Prelim, Dife, fe&. 1. * See ibid. p, 109, 


Hhea afked 
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afked for what crime fhe was put to death; and 
when the books fhall be laid open; and when the 
heaven fhall be removed; and when hell fhall burn 


fiercely ; and when paradife 
every foul fhall know what it 
I fwear® by the flars which 


move fwifily, 


when it appeareth; 
honourable meffenger * 
cftablifhed dignity in the 


fhall be brought near: 
hath wrought. Verily 
are retrograde, which 


and which hide themlelves‘, and by 
the night, when it cometh on; 


and by. the morning, 


that thefe are the words of an 
endued with ftrength, of 
fight of the poffeffor of the 


throne, obcycd by the angels under his authority, and 


faithful : 


and your companion MoHAMMED is not 


diftraéted. He had already {cen him in the clear ho- 
rizon': and he fufpe€ted not™ the {ecrets revealed 


unto him, 
devil’. 


him among 


* The damfel who hath been bu- 
ried ahi Nor it was cuftomary 
among the eat Arabs to bury their 
daughters ali 


yas foon as they were 









born; for fear they fhoald be impo- © 


vecithed by providing for them, or 
Should tuffer dilgrace on their’ ac- 
count, See chap. 16. p. 89. 

« When the heaven fhail be re- 
moved. }—Or plucked away from its 
place, asthe fkin is plucked off from 
@ camel which is flaying ; for that is 
the proper fignification of the verb 
here nfed. “Marracei fancies the 

udes to that in the Pfalins 
‘re. according to the verfions 
tuagine and the Vulgate, 

8 faid to have ftretched out the 
heaven like a F 

» Tfyear,} T will not fwear, 
&c. See chap. p. 416. nor. §, 

* By the flars which are retrograde, 

j ¢ underitand hereby the 
erat, bat the more exa@ 
commentators, five of the planets, 
wiz. the two which accompany the 
fan, and che three fuperior planets; 

















Neither are thefe the words of an accurfed 
Whither, therefore, 
no other than an admonition 


are ye going? This is 
unto all creatures; unto 


you who fhall be willing to walk up- 


which have both a retrograde and a 
dircét mouion, and hide themfelves 
ps the rays of the fun, or when they 
let. 

* An honourable meffenger.)-i. e 

abriel, h 

* See chap. 53. p. gor. 

= He falpetiod riok:} Some cO~ 
pies, by a change of one letter only, 
unttead of dhaninin, read daninin ; 
and then the words fhould be ren- 
dered, He is not tenacious of, or 
grudges not to communicate to yor, 
the fecret revelations which he has 
reccived.. 

® Neither are thefe the words of an 
accarfed devil, ]-Who has overheare, 
by ftealth, the difcourfe of the angels. 
The verfe is an anfwer to a calumny 
of the infidels, who faid the Korin 
was only a piece of divination, or 
magic: for the Arabs fuppofe the 
foothfayer, or magician, ‘receives 
his intelligence from’ thofe evil {pi 
nits, who are continually liftening to 
learn what they can from the inha- 
bitants of heaven, 


i1) Pialm civ. 2. 


Cuap. 82. Ar KORAN. 485 


righdy: but ye fhall not will, unlefs Gon willeth, 
the Loxp of all creatures. 


CHAP. LXXXIL 


Intitdled, The Cleaving in funder; revealed at 
Mecca, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the heaven fhall be cloven in funder ; 

and when the ftars fhall be feattered; and 
when the feas fhall be fuffered to join their waters; 
and, when the graves fhall be turned upfide down: 
every foul fball know what it hath committed, and 
what it hath omitted. O man, what hath feduced 
thee againft thy gracious Loan, who hath created 
thee, and put thee together, and rightly difpofed 
thee? In what form he pleafed hath he fafhioned 
thee. Affuredly. But ye deny the laft judgment as 
a falfehood. Verily there are appointed over you 
guardian angels’, honourable in the fight of GOD, 
writing down your a€tions; who know that which ye 
do. The juft fhall furely be in a place of delight: but 
the wicked {hall furely be in hell; they fhall be caft 
therein to be burned, on the day of judgment, and 
they fhall not be abfent therefrom for ever. What 
{hall caufe thee to underftand what the day of judg- 
ment is? Again, What fhall caufe thee to under- 
ftand what the day of judgment is? It is a day 
whereon one foul fhall not be able to obtain any 
thing in behalf of another foul: andthe command, on 
that day, fhall be Gon’s. 


Sce chap. 50. p. 39%. and the Prelim, Difc, fet. IV. p. 94. 
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CHAP. LXXXIIL 


Intitled, Thofe who give fhort meafure or 
weight ; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


O be unto thofe who give fhort meafure or 

weight; who, when they receive by mea- 
fure from other men, take the full; but when they 
meafure unto them, or weigh unto them, defraud ! 
Do not thefe think they fhall be raifed again, at the 
great day ; the day whereon mankind {hall {land be- 
fore the Lorn of all creatures? By. no means. Ve- 
rily the regifter of the a€tions of the wicked is farcly 
in Seyjin® And what fhall make thee to undcr- 
ftand what Seyjin is? Itisa book diftin€ly writ- 
ten. Wo be, on that day, unto thofe who accufed 
the prophcts of impofture; who denied the day of 
gudgment as a fallchood! And none denieth the fame 
as a fallehood, except every unjuft and flagitious 
perfon: who, when our figns are rehearfed unto 
him, faith, They are fables of the ancients. By no 
means: but rather their lufts have caft a veil over 
their hearts. By no means. Verily they fhall be 
fhut out from their Loxp on that day; and the 
fhall be fent into hell to be burned: then fhall it be 
faid unto them, by the infernal guards, This is what ye 
denied as a falfchood. Affuredly. But the regifter 


in, ]—Ts the name of the ge- 
wherein the aftions 
of all the wicked, both men and ge= 
ni, are diftinly entered. Sejn fig- 
is a prifon 5° and this book, as 
fome think, derives its name from 
thenee, becanfe it will oceafien 
thofe whofe deceés are there re- 
corded, to be imprifoned in hell. 
Scjyjin, or Sajin, is alfo the uame of 








(i) Javvar. Al Bexrpaws. Sce 


the dungeon beneath the feventh 
earth, the refidence of Eblis and his 
hol? : where itis fuppofed, by fome, 
that this book is kept, and where 
the fouls of the wicked will be de- 
tained vil the refurreetion (1). If 
the latter cxplication be admitted, 
the words, And what fhall make thee 
to underftand what Sejjin is? fhould 
be enclofed within a parenthefis, 


the Prelim, Dife. fe&. 1V. p. 103. 
0 
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of the aétions of the righteous is in Intryyun 4: and 
what fhall caufe thee to underftand what ILtiyyuNn 
is? It is a book diftin@ly written: thofe who ap- 
proach near unto GOD, are witneffes thereto’. Ve- 
srily the righteous fhall dwell among delights: feated 
on couches they fhall behold objeéts of pleafure ; thou 
fhalt fee in their faces the brightnefs of joy. They 
fhall be given to drink of pure wine, fealel; the 
feal whereof fhall be mufk’: and to this let thole 
afpire, who afpire to happinefs and the water mixed 
therewith fhall be of ‘Tasnim'‘, a fountain whereof 
thofe fhall drink who approach near unto the divine 
prefence’. They who aét wickedly laugh the true be 
lievers to fcorm; and when they pafs by them, they 
wink at one another: and when they turn afide to their 
people, they turn afide making {currilous jefts: and 
when they fee them, they fay, Verily they are miftaken 
men, But they are not fent to be keepers over them™. 
Wherefore one day the true believers, in their turn, 
fhall laugh the infidels to feorn*: lying on couches they 

fhall 


the flavour it will leave in the mouth 


*Tliyyan.J—The word isa plural, 
S after it is drank. 


and fi s high. places. Some 





fay it is the general regifter wherein 
the a€ions of the righteous, wh 

ther angels, men, or genti, are dift 
tinAly recorded. Others will have 
it to bea pl: eventh hea- 
ven, under the throne of God; 
where this book is kept, and where 
the fouls of the jufl, as many think, 
will remain ll the laf-day (1). If 
we prefer the latter opinion, the 
words, And what fhall make thee to 
underiland what Hityyan is? {hould 
likewife be enclofed ina parenthefis. 

Are witnefles thereto. 1—Or, are 
prefent with, and keep the fame. 

« The feal whereof {hail be mufk.] 
—i.e. The veilels containing the 
fame fhall be fealed with mufk, in- 
ftead of clay, Some, underftand by 
the feal of this wine, its farewell, or 








G) Jarvan, See the Prelim. Difc, ubi fup. 


' Tafnim.]~Is the name of a foun- 
tain in paradife, fo called from its 
being conveyed to the higheft apart- 


ments. 

& Whercof thofe fhall drink who 
approach near unto the divine pre- 
fence. }-Fer they fhall drink the water 
of Yafnim pure and unmixed, being 
continually and wholly employed in 
the contemplation of Gov; but the 
other inhabitants of paradife fhait 
drink ic mixed with their wine (2). 

~ They are not fent to be keepers 

ie. The infidels are 
fioned by Gon to call 
the believers to account, or to judge 
ofetheir ations. 

= The believers fhall laugh the in- 
fidels to fcorn. }-When they fhall fee 
them ignominioully driven into hell. 






hg qt 


(2) Al Bainawi. 
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fhall look down upon them in hell. 


Cuar. 84, 
Shall not the in- 


fidels be rewarded for that which they have done ? 


Tt is alfo fatd, thata door tha!l be 
fhewn the damacd, opening into 
paradife, and they fhail be bidden 
to go in; but when they fhall come 





near the door, it fhall be fuddenly 
fhut ; and the believers within {hall 
laugh at them (1), 


(1) Idem. 


CHAP. LXXXIV. 


Intitled, The Rending in funder; revealed at 
Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the heaven fhall be rent in funder, and 

fhall obey its Lorn, and fhall be capable 
thereof; and when the earth fhall be ftretched out’, 
and fhall caft forth that which is therein’, and thall 
remain empty, and fhall*obey its Lorp, and {hall 
be capable thereof: O man, verily labouring thou 
labourelt to meet thy orp, and thou fhalt meet 
him’. And he who fhall have his book given into 
“his right-hand, fhall be called to an eafy account, 
and fhall turn unto his family* with joy: but he 
who fhall have his book given him behind his back‘, 
Shall invoke deftru€tion to fall upon him, and he fhall 
be fent into hell to be burned; becaufe he rejoiced 


y There are fame who take this 
chapter to have been revealed at 
Medina. 

* When thecarth fhall be flretched 
out. J-Like a fkin; every moumain 
and hill being levelled. < 

> And Shall caft forth that which 
is therein. J—As the treafures hidden 
in its bowels, and the dead bodies 
which lic in their graves. 

> And thou thalt meet him.1~Or, 


And thou fhalt meet thy labour ; 


(1) Idem. 


whether tiiy works be good, or whe- 
ther they be evil. 

* His family. }—i. e. His relations 
or friends who are true helievers; 
or rather, to his wives and fervants, 
of the damfels and youths of para- 
dife, who wait to receive him (1), 

* Behind his back.]—That is, into 
his left-hand ; for the wicked will 
have that hand bound behind their 
back, and their right-hand to their 
neck, 





infolently 
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shought that he fhould ne 
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infolently amidft his family on earth. 
ver return unto GOD: 
verily; but his Lorp beheld him. 


489 
Verily he 


yea 
Wherefore [ 


fwear* by. the rednefs of the fky after fun-fet, and 
by the night, and the animals which it driveth toge- 


ther, and by the moon when fhe is at 


thall furely be transferred 
ftate §, 
lieve not the refurre@ion; 
is read unto them, 


the full; ye 


fucceffively from ftate to 
What aileth them, therefore, 


that they be- 


and that, when the Koran 
they worfhip not®? Yea: the 


unbelievers accule the fame of impofture ; but Gop 


well knoweth the malice w 


their breafts, 
grievous punifhment, 
do good works: 
reward, 


* I fwear.]—Or, I will not fwear, 
&e, See chap. 56. p. 416, not. §, 
. ©Ye fhall furely be transferred from 
one late to another, J-i.e. From the 
fate of the living, to that of the 


hich they keep hidden in 


- Wherefore denounce unto them a 
except thofe who believe and 
for them is prepared a never-failing 


dead; and from the flate of the 
dead, to anew flate of life in ane 
other world, 

® They worthip not.J~-Or, hum+ 
bie not themfelves, 


C H A P. LXxxy. 
Intitled, The Celeftial figns ; revealedat Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the heaven adorned with figns*; by the pro- 


mifed day of judgment; 


the witneffed'; 


* Signs. }—The original word pro= 
perly fignifies towers; which fome 
interpret of real towers (1), where- 
in it is fuppofed the angels keep 
guard (2) ; and athers, of the Hars 
of the firft magnitude: but the ge- 
nerality of expofitors underftand 
thercby the twelve figns of the zo- 


(1) Yauya, 


(2) See chap, 
Al Berpaw:, 


Yanya, 
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by the witnefs, and 


curled were the contrivers. of the 


pit, 


diac, wherein. the planets make 
their {everal Rations (3). 
' By 


the witnefs, and the wit. 
neffed.]-The meaning of thefe words 
is very uncertain, and the explica- 
tions of the commentators confe= 
quently vary. One thinks the wit» 
nefs to be Mohammed, and that which 
is 


3) Jazsazo’ppin, 
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pit’, of fire fupplied with fewel; when they fat 
round the fame, and were witneffes of what they did, 
againft the truc believers': and they afflicted them 
for no other reafon, but becaufe they belicved in the 
mighty, the glorious Gop, unto whom belongeth the 
kingdom of heaven and earth: and Gop is witnefs 
of all things. Verily for thofe who perfecute the, 
true believers of either fex, and afterwards repent 
not, Is prepared the torment of hell; and they fhall 
futfer the pain of burning™.. But for thofe who be- 
lieve, and do that which is right, are deftined gardens 
beneath which rivers flow : this fhall be great felicity, 
Verily the vengeance of thy Lorn is fevere. He 
ercatcth, and he reftoreth to life: he is inclined to 
forgive, and gracious: the poffeffor of the glorious 
throne ; who cifeetcth that which he pleafeth. Hath 
not the ftory of the hofts, of Puaraon®, and of 
THAmup’%, reached thee? Yct the unbelievers ceafe 


Caap, 85. 


Chriftianity (at that time the true* 
religion, by the confeffion of Mo- 
hammmed hinfelf) the bigotted tyrant 
commanded all thofe, who would 
not renounce their faith, to be caft 


is borne witnefs of, to be the refur- 
re€tion, or th ‘ofeffors of the Mo- 
bammedan faith ; or ce that thefe 
Tanter are the witnefs, and the pros 
feffors of every other religion, thofe 












ig 

who will be witneffed again by 
them, Another fuppofes the wit- 
nefs to be the guardian angel, and 
dns charge the perfon witmelled a- 
ganft, Another expounds the words 
of the dav of Arafat, the oth of 
Dhi'lhajja, and of ‘the day of 
flaying the vidtims, which is the 
day following; or elfe of Friday, 
the day of the weekly affembling 
of the Mohammedans at their 
molg and of the people who 
are al eurbled on thofe days, &c, 
a). 

* The conrrivers of the vit. J—Li- 
ly, the lords of tke pit, Thefe 
the miniflers of the perfecn- 
{ed by Dhn Nowas, king of 
who was of the Jewith rc- 
againft the inhabitants of 
: for they baving embraced 

















cr) Nidem. 


srt. Abou Navas, 


into a pit or trench, filled with 
fire, and there burnt to athes (2). 
Others, however, tell the fory with 
different circumftauces (3). 

1 And were witneffes of what they 
did againft the truc believers. |—Or, 
as fome choofe to underftand the 
words, And fhall be witneffes againit 
themfelves, at the day of judgment, 
of their unjuft treatment of the true 

lievers. 

* They Shall fuffer the pain of 
burning. ]—Which pain, it is faid, 
the perfecutors of the Chriffian mar- 
tyrs above-mentioned felt in this 
life; the fire burfling forth upon: 
them from the pit, and confuming 
them (q). 

* See chap. 7. p. 204, Re, 

° See ibid. p. 198, &c. 


(2) lidem. V. Poe. Spec. p. 62. Eccurirens. Hitt, 
ud Parn. Life of Mah. p. 62. 
tas ATT ans io 


(3) V. D’Hean, 
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not to accufe +he divine revelations of falfehood : but. 
Gon encompaffeth them behind, that they cannot 
efcape. Verily that which they rejett is a glorious 
Koran; the original whereof is written in a table 
kept in heaven. 





» Kept in heaven. ] And pre- 


ruption. Sce the Prelim. Dife. fed. 
ferved from the leaft change or cor- 


Il. p. 85.and {c@.1V. p. 99° 
CHAP. LXXXVI. 


Intitled, The Star which appeareth by night; 
revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the heaven, and that which appeareth by 
night: but what {hall caufe thee to underftand 
what that which appeareth by night is? it is the ftar 
of piercing brightnefs*: every foul hath a guardian 
fet over it. Leta man confider, therefore, of what 
he is created. He is created of feed poured forth, 
iffuing from the loins, and the breaft-bones'. Verily 
GOD is able to reftore him to life, the day whereon 
ali fecret thoughts and aétions fhall be examined in- 
to; and he fhall have no power to defend himfelf, nor 
any proteétor. By the heaven which returneth the 
rain‘; and by the earth which openeth to let forth 
vegetables and fprings: verily this isa difcourfe diftin- 


« The flar of piercing brightnefs.] 
—Some take the words to fignify any 
bright Rar, withont reftri€ion: but 
‘others think fome particular ftar or 
ftars to be thereby intended ; which 
one fuppofes to be the 
(peculiarly called al Tare 
appearing by night;) another Saturn, 
(that planet being by the Arabs fur- 
named al Thakeb, or the piercing, 
as it was by the Greeks, Phonon, 
or the fhining ;) and a third, the 
Pleiades, 










* From the loins, and the breaft- 
bones. ]—i, e. From the loins of the 
man, and the breaft-bones of the 
woman (1). 

+ Which returneth the raii.J—Or, 
as fogne expound it, Which perform- 
eth its periodic motion, returning to 
the-point from whence it began the 
fame. The words feem defigned 
to. exprefs_the alternate returns 
of the different feafons of the 
year, 


(1) Al Barpaws, Yanya. 


guifhing 
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guifhing good from evil; and it is not compofed with 
lightnefs. Verily the infidels are laying a plot to 
fruftrate my defigns: but I will lay a plot for their ruin. 
Wherefore, O prophet, bear with the unbelievers : 
fet them alonc awhile. ; 


Cuar. 87, 


CHAP. LXXXVIL 
Intutled, The moft High'; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


pe the name of thy Lorn, the moft High; 
who hath created, and completely formed his 
creatures : and who determineth them to various ends’, 
and direéteth them to attain the fame“; and who pro- 
duceth the pafture for cattle, and afterwards rendereth 
the fame dry ftubble of a dufky hue. We will ena- 
ble thee to rehearfe our revelations*; and thou fhalt 
not forget any part thereof, cxcept what Gop {hall 
pleafe’; for he knoweth that which is manifeft, and 
that which is hidden. And we,will facilitate unto 
thee the moft eafy way*. Wherefore admonifh thy 
people, if thy admonition fhall be profitable unto them. 
Whofo feareth GOD, he will be admonifhed: but 
the moft wretched unbeliever will turn away there- 
from ; who fhall be caft to be broiled in the greater 
fire of hell, wherein he fhall not die, neither fhall he 


* Some take the frft word of this 
chapter, viz. Praife, for its title. 

= Who determineth them to vari- 
‘ons ends.]—Determining their vari- 
gus feces, properties, ways of life, 

xe. (1), 

~ Anddircfteth them, &c.]~Ghid- 
Ing the rational by their reafon and 
ti by revelation, and the irrational 
by inftinet (23, &e. : 

* See chap. 75. p. 472. 

* Except what Goo thal] pleafe.] 


(a) Al Berpaws, 


=i e. Except fuch revelations as 
Gop fhall think fit to abrogate, 
and blot out of thy memory. See 
chap. 2. p. 21, and chap. 75. p. * 


* We will facilitate unto thee the 
moft eafy way. ]—To retain the rela. 
tions communicated to thee by Ga- 
briel: or, as fome underfland the 
words, We will difpofe thee rothe ~ 
profeflion and ftri@ obfervance of the 
mofteafy religion, thatis, of Iam, 


(2) Idem. . 
live. 
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live. Now hath he attained felicity who is purified by 
faith, and wha remembereth the name of his Lorn, 
and prayeth. But ye prefer this prefent life: yet the 
tife to come is better, and more durable. Verily 
this is written in the ancient books, the books of 
ABRAHAM and Mosgs, 


CHAP. LXXXVIII 


Intitled, The Overwhelmin g*; revealed at 
Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ATH the news of the overwhelming day of 

Judgment reached thee? The countenances of 
fome, on that day, fhall be caft down; labouring and 
toiling’: they fhall be caft into fcorching fire to be 
broiled: they fhall be given to drink of a boiling 
‘fountain : they thall haveeno food, but of dry thorns 
and thiftles‘; which fhall not fatten, neither {hall 
they fatisfy hunger. But the countenances of others, 
on that day, fhall be joyful; well pleafed with their 
paft endeavour: they thal be placed in a lofty garden, 
wherein thou fhalt hear no vain difcourfe: therein 
fhall be a running fountain: therein fhall be raifed 
beds, and goblets placed before them, and cufhions 
‘laid in order, and carpets ready fpread. Do they 
‘not confider the camels“, how they are created; 


a The overwhelming.J—This is al Dari, for the name of a thorny 
a.name, or epithet, for the la(l-day; tree. : 


becaufe it will fuddenly overwhelm 
all creatures with fear and afto:ith. 
ment. It is alfo a name, or epithet, 
of hell-fire. . 

> Labouring and toiling.]—1. e. 
Dragging their chains, and labouring 
through hell-fire, as camels labour 
through mud, &e, Or, Employing 
and fatiguing themfelves in what 
{hall not avail them (1). 

* Dry thorns and thiftles.]—Such 
as the camels eat when green and 
tender, Some taxe the original word 








* Do they not confider the camels, 
&c,J--—Thefe animals are of fuch 
ule, or rathgr nedeflity, in the eatt, 
that the creation of a {pecies fo won- 
derfally adapted to thofe countries, 
is a ¥ery proper inflance, to an Ara- 
bian, of the power and wifdom of 
Gop. 

Some, however, think the clouds 
(which the original word ibl alfo 
fignifies) are here intended; the 
heaven being mentioned immediately 
after, 


1) Idem. 


and 
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and the heaven, how it is raifed; and the mountains, - 
how they are fixed; and the earth, how it is ex-. 
tended? ‘Wherefore warn thy people; for thou art a” 
warner only: thou art not empowered to aét with 
authority over them. But whoever fhall turn back *, 
aud difbelieve, Gop fhall punifh him with the greater 
punifhment of the life to come. Verily unto us fhall. 
they return: then fhall it be our part to bring them 
to account. . 


Cuap. 89. 


¢ But whoever fhall turn back, 
&c.J~Or, Except him who fhall tarn 
back, and be an infidel: and Gon 
hall alfo punilh him, &c. By which 


CHAP. 


exception fome fuppofe that power 
is here given to Mohammed to chaf-- 
tife obfiinate infidels and apoftates. 


LXXXIXx. 


Intitled, The Day-break ; revealed at Mecca . 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the day-break, and ten nights*; by that 
which is double, and that which is fingle*; 

and by the night when it cometh on: is there not in 
this an oath formed with underftanding? Haft thou 
not confidered how thy Lorp dealt with Ap, the 


£ Some are of opinion this chapter 
was revealed at Medina. 

« The ten nights.}—That is, The 
ten nigh:s of Dhu’lhajja, or the tenth 
of that month, (whence fore under- 
Nand the day-break mentioned juft 
before, of the morning of that day, 
or of the preceding ;) or the nights 
of the 10th of Mohasram; or, as 
others rather think, the xzoth, 21th, 
and 12th of Dhu'lhajja. Aik which 
gays are peculiarly facred among the 
Mobammedans. 

& By that which is double, and 
shat which is fingle.]|—Thefe words 








(1) See chap. 51. p. 397. 


are varioufly interpreted. Some unv 
derftand thereby all things in general; 
fome, all created beings, (which are 
faid to have been created by pairs, or 
of two kinds (1), and the Creator, 
who is fingle; fome, of the primum 
mobile, and the other orbs; fome, 
of the conftellations, and the planets; 
fome, of the nights before-mention-_ 
ed, taken either together or fingly ; 
and fome, of the day of flaying the 
vittims, {the 10th of Dhu’lhajja) and 
of the day of Arafat, which is the 
day before, &c. (2). 


’ 


{2} Al Zamaxa. 


people 
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people of Inem', adorned with lofty buildings *, the 
like whereof hath not been ereéted in the land!? 
and with Txamup, who hewed the rocks in the 
valley ™ into houfes; and with Puaraon, the con- 
univer of the ftakes*, who had behaved infolently in 
the earth, and multiplied corruption therein? Where- 


i Trem.J—Was the name of the 
territory or city of the Adites, and 
of the. garden mentioned in the next 
note; which were fo called from 
Trem, or Aram, the grandfather of 
‘Ad, their progenitor. Some think 
Aram himfelf to be here meant, 
and his name to be added to fig. 
nify the ancient Adites, his im- 
mediate defcendants, and to diflin- 
guifh them from the latter tribe of 
that mame (tj): but the adjeQive 
and relative joined to the word are, 
in the original, of the feminine gen- 
der, which feems to contradiét this 
opinion,» 

* Adorned with lofty buildings.) 
-7Or pillars. Some ‘think thele 
words are uled to exprefs the great 
lize and Qrengih of the old Adites 
(2); and then they fhould be tran- 
flated, who were of enormous fta~ 
eure. But the more exaét commen- 
tators take the paflage to relate to the 
fumptuous palace and delightful gar- 
dens built and made by Sheddad the 


fon of Ad. Foi they fay Adleft two * 


fons, Sheddad and Sheddid, who 
reigned jointly after his deceale, and 
extended their power over the great 
er part of the world: but Shedded 
dying, his brother became fole mo- 
nach; who, having heard of the 
celeflial paradife, made a garden, 
in imitation thereof, in th : 
of Aden, and called it I 
the name of his gre 
when it was finiih 
a@ great attendance, to take a yiew 














0) Al Bearpaw, Jace 
p. 13. Ag) Ibid. pot 
Dr. Hopson, in the third Vol. 
minor. (5} Deter. 
Palettine, par, La Roovs, De 3. 
Berpawt. 
Nub. p, 110, 


of it; but when they were come 
within a day’s journey of the place, 
they were al] deflroycd by a terrible 
noife from heaven. Al Beidiwi 
adds, that one Abda’llah Ebn 
Kelabah (whom, after D’Herbelot, 
Lhave elfewhere named Colabah 3) 
accidentally hit on this wonderful 
place, as he was feeking a camel. 

* The like whereof hath not been 
ere€ted in the land. }—If we fuppofe 
the preceding words to relate to the 
valt fiature of the Adites, thefe muft 
be tranflated, The like of whom have 
not been created, &c. 

= Who hewed the rocks in the 
valley.]—The learned Greaves, in 
his tranflation of Abu’lfeda’s ’de- 
feription of Arabia (4), has falfely 
rendered thefe words, which are 
there guoted, Quibus petra vallis 
refponfum dederant, t. e. To whom 
the rocks of the valley returned an- 
fwer: which flip being made “by fo 
greata man, I do not at all wonder 
that la Roque, and Petis de la Croix, 
from whofe Latin verfion, and with 
whofe affitance, la Roque made hit 
French tranflation of the aforefaid 
teatile, have been led into the fame 
miftake, and rendered thofe words, 
A qui les picrres de la valée ren. 
dircat réppenfe (5). The valley 
here meant, fay the commentators 
(6), is Wadi “ikora, lying about one 
day’s journey (7}, (uot five and up- 
wards, as Abuifeda will have it). 
fomalHer. 

* See chape $8. p. 318, 





(a)lidera, See the Prelim. Dife. 
(4) Pag. 43. Te was publifhed by 


of the Geographie veteris Scriptor. Gr. 
de PArabie, 


anife a Ia faite du Voyage de la 
(6) Jartazo’onis, Al 


(7) Ew Hawsat, apud Asu’ce, ubi fupr. Geogr, 


fare. 
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fore thy Lorp poured on them various kinds® of 
chaftifement: for thy Lorp is furely in a watch- 
tower, whence he obferveth the aGions of men. More- 
over man, when his Lorn tricth him by profperity, 
and honoureth him, and is bounteous unto him, faith, 
My Lorp honoureth me: but when he proveth him 
by affli€tions, and withholdeth his provifions from 
him, he faith, my Lorp defpifeth me. By no 
means: but ye honour not the orphan, neither do 
ye excite one another to feed the poor: and ye devour 
the inheritance of the weak‘, with undiftinguifhing 
grecdinefs; and ye love riches, with much affeétion, 
By no means fhould ye do thus. When the earth fhall 
be minutely ground to duft: and thy Lorp fhall 
come, and the angels rank by rank; and hell, on 
that day, fhall be brought nigh': on that day fhall 
man call to remeinbrance his evil decds; but how 
fhall remembrance avail him? He fhall fay, Would 
to Gop that I had heretofore done good works in my 
life-time*! On that day none fhail punifh with his 
punifhment ; nor fhall any bind with his bonds. O 
thou foul which art at rel; return unto ihy Lorn, 

well 
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° Various kinds.]—The orizinal 
word fignifies a mixture, and allo a 
fcourge of platted thongs: whence 
fome Tuppole the chaftifement of this 


Jife is here reprefented by a feourge, + 


and intimated to be as much lighter 
than that of the next life, as feourg- 
ing is liphter than death (1), 

® By no means. j——For worldly 
(Profperity of adverlity is act a cor 
tain mack either of the favour or dis- 

+favaur of Gon. 

4 Ye devour the inheritance of the 
weak. J~-—Not fuffe rig women or 
young children to have any {hare in 
the inheritance of their hufbands or 
parents. See chap 4. p.g4. 

© And hell thall be broaghe nigh. ] 
—~-There is a tradition, that ar the 
laft-day hell will be dragged to- 
wards the tribunal by 70,000 hale 


() Al Beroawr. 


(2) Idem, Janiaro’onin. 


ters, each halte® being havled b 
70,000 angels; and that it will 
come with great roaring and fury 
2, 


* In my life-time.J—Or, For this 
my latter life. 

* None fhall punifh with his pu- 
nifhment, &c.]——3. ¢. None fhall 
be able to punifh or to bind, as Gop 
Shall then punilh and bind the wicked 
(3)- 

® © thon foul which art at ref. ] 
—Some expound this of the foul, 
which having, by purfuing the con- 
catenation of natural cant raifed 
itfelf to the knowledge of that Be. 
ing which produced them, and exifls 
of neceffity, refts fully contented, 
or acquiefees in the knowledge of 
him, and the contemplation of his 
perfetions, By this the reader will 

obferve, 


{3) Tidem, 
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well pleafed with thy reward, and well pleafing unto 


GOD: enter among my 
‘paradife. 


obferve, that the Mohammedans are 
no frangers to Quictilm. Others, 
however, underftand the words of 
the foul, which having attained the 
cknowledge of the trath, refls fatis- 


fervants: and enter my 


fied, and relies fecurely thereon, un- 
difturbed by doubts; or of the foul 
which is fecure of 1ts Salvation, and 
free from fear os forrow (1). 


{1) Al Barpawi. 


“CHAP. XC. 


Intitled, The Territory; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Swear™ by this territory*, (and thou, O prophet, 
refideft in this territory ’,) and by the begetter, 
and that which he hath begotten’; verily we have 


created man in mifery *. 
fhall prevail over him *? 
plenty of riches *. 


~ J fwear.J—Or, I will not fwear, 
&c. See chap. 56. p. 416. nor. '. 

« This territory.J-viz. The facred 
territory of Mecca. ‘ 

y And thou refideft in this terri- 
tory.J-Or, Thou fhalt be allowed to 
do what thou pleafeft in this terri- 
tory; the words, in this fenfe, im- 
porting a promife of that abfolute 
power which ‘Mohammed attained, 
on the taking of Mecca (1). ' 

+ By the Begetter, and that which 
he hath begotten. }-Some underftand 
thefe words generally; others of 
Adam, or Abraham, and of their 
offspring, and-of Mohammed in par- 
ticular (2). . 

= We have created man in mi- 


fery.]—Or, to trouble. This paf- 
* (1) Idem. (2) Idem. 
(5) Al Berpawr. (6) Idem. 


Vou, It, 


Doth he think that none 


He faith, I have wafted 


Doth he think that none feeth 


fage was revealed to comfort the pro~ 
pet under the perfecution of the 

oreith (3). 

> Doth he think that none fhall 
prevail over him ?]~Some expofitors 
take a particular perfon to Be here 
intended, who was one of Moham- 
mced’s moft inveterate adverfaries 5 
as Al Walid Ebn al Mogheira (4): 
others fuppofe Abu’! Afhadd Ebn 
Calda, to be the man3 who was fo 
very flrong, that a large fkin being 
fpread under his feet, and ten men 
ulling at it, they could not make 

im fail, th®ugh they tore che fkin 
to pieces (5). 

+ have wafted plenty of riches. ]- 
In a vain and oftentatious manner ; 


or, in oppofing of Mohammed (6). 


(3) Idem. (4) Al Zamaxu. 


Ti him? 
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him? Have we-not made him two eyes, and a tongue, 
and two lips; and fhewn him the two highways of: 
good and evil? Yct he attempteth not the cliff. What 
fhall make thee to underftand what the cliffis? It is 
to free the captive; or to feed, in the day of famine, 
the orphan who is of. kin, or the poor man who lieth 
on the ground. Whofo doth this, and is one of thofe, 
who believe, and recommend perfeverance unto each 
other, and recommend mercy unto each other; thefe 
fhall be the companions of the right-hand’, But they 
who fhall difbelieve our figns, fhall be the companions, 
of the left-hand‘: above them fhall be arched fire, 


* See chap. 56. p. 423. * Sce ibid. 


CHAP. XCL 


Intitled, The Sun; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft mercifulGop.  - 


Y the fin, and its rifing brightnefs; by the 

moon, when fhe followeth him‘; by the day, 
when it fheweth his fplendor; by the night, when it 
covereth him with darknefs; by the heaven, and 
him who built it ; by the earth, and him who {pread 
it forth; by the foul, and him who compleatly 
formed it, and infpired into the fame its faculty of. 
diftinguifhing, and power of choofing, wickednefs and 
picty : now is he who hath purified the fame, happy ; 
but he who hath corrupted the fame, is miferable, 
Tuamun accufed their prophet Saueu of impofture, 
through the exgefs of their wickednefs: when the 
wretch ® among them was {ent to flay the camel; and 
the apoftle of Gon faid unto them, Let alone the 

f When the followeth him Je. pat the full 71). 
When the rifes jul after him, as * The wretch.J—viz. Kedar Ebp 
fhe does at the beginning of the Salef. See chap. 7. p. 199, 200% 
month ; or when fhe fets after him, and chap. 54. p. 407. 
as happens when fhe is a linle . 
ie) false: 
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camel of Gon; and hinder not her drinking. But 
they charged him with impofture; and they flew her. 
Wherefore their Lorp deftroyed them, for their 
criine, and made their punifhment equal unto them all: 
and he feareth not the iffue thereof. 


CHAP. XCI. 
Intitled, The Night; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B* the night, when it covereth all things with 
darknefs; by the day, when it fhineth forth ; by 
him who hath created the male atid the female: verily 
your endeavour is different. Now whofo is obedient, 
and feareth GOD, and profefleth the truth of that 
faith which is moft excellent; unto him we facilitate 
the way to happinefs: but whofo fhall be covetous, 
and fhall be wholly taken up with this world, and fhall 
deny the truth of that which is moft éxcellent; unto 
him will we facilitate the way to mifery; and his riches 
fhall not, profit him, when he fhall fall headlong into 
hell. Verily unto us appertaineth the diregtion of 
mankind : and ours is the life to come, and the prefent 
life. Wherefore I threaten you with fire which 
burneth fiercely, which none fhall enter to be burned, 
except the moft wreiched; who fhall have difbelieved, 
and turned back. | But he who ftri€tly bewareth ido- 
latry and rebellion, fhall be removed far from the 
fame ; who giveth his fubftance in alms, and by whom 
no bencfit is beftowed on any, that it may be recom- 
penfed, but who beftoweth the fare for the fake of 
his Lorn, the,moft High”: gnd hereafter he fhall be 
well fatisfied with his reward, 


» By whom no benefit is beMowed prophet’s Muedhdhin, or cryer to 
onany, that it may be recampenfed, prayers) who had been put to the 
&c,J--fallalo’dein thinks this whole rack on account of bis faith, the 
- defcription belongs peculiarly to Abu infidels {aid he did it only out of a 
Becr; for when he had purchafed view of intere; upou which this 
Belal, the Ethiopian (afterwards the _ paffage was revealed. 


lia CHAP, 
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CHAP. XCIL 
Intitled, The Brightnefs; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B Y the brightnefs of the morning‘; and by the 
night, when it groweth dark: thy Lorn’ hath 
not forfaken thee, neither doth he hate thee’. Ve- 
rily the life to come fhall be better for thee than this 
prefent life: and thy Lorp fhall give thee a reward 
wherewith thou fhalt be well pleafed. Did he not 
find thee an orphan, and hath he not taken care of 
thee? And did he not find thee wandering in error, 
and hath he not guided thee into the truth? And 
did he not find thee needy, and hath he not enriched 
thee? Wherefore opprefs not the orphan; neither 
‘repulfe the beggar: but declare the goodnels of thy 
“Lorp. 


* The brightnefs of the morning. ] 
—The original word properly figni- 
fies the bright part of the day, when 
the fun fhines full out, three or four 
hours after it is rifen. 

* Thy Lorn hath not forfaken 
thee, &c.J—It is related, that no 
revelation having been vouchfafed to 
Mohammed for feveral days, in an- 
{wer to fome queftions put to bim 
by the Koreifh, becaufe he had con- 


ft} See chap. 18, p. 116, 


fidenily promifed to refolve them 
the next day, without adding the 
excepuon, if it pleafe*Gon (1), or 
becaufe he had repulfed an importu- 
nate beggar, or elle becaufe a dead 
puppy lay under his feat, or for fome 
other reafon; his enemtes faid that 
Gop had left him: whereupon this 
chapter, was [ent down for his confo- 
lation (2). ® 


{2} Al Bsrpawi, Javuac. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP XCIV. 


Intitled, Have we not opened ; revealed at 
Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HwE we not opened thy breaft!; and eafed 
thee of thy burden™, which galled thy back ; 
and raifed thy reputation for thee? Verily a diffi- 
culty fhall be attended with eafe. Verily a diffi- 
culty fhall be attended with eafe. When thou {halt 
have ended thy preaching, labour to ferve GOD in 
return for his favours"; and make thy fupplication 
unto thy Lorn, 


' Have we not opened thy breaft.} it with wifdom and faith (1): but 
By difpofing and enlarging it tore- fome think it relates to the occafion 
ceive the truth, and wifdom, and of the preceding chapter (2), : 
Prophecy ; or, by freeing thee from | ™ And eafed thee of thy burden, J 
uneafinefs, and ignorance ? This paf- i. e. Of thy fins committed before 
fage is thought to intimate the open- thy miffion; or of thy ignorance, 
ing of Mohammed's heart, in his or trouble of mind. . 
infancy, or when he took his journey — ® When thou fhalt have finifhed 
to heaven, by the angel Gabriel; ‘thy preaching, labour to ferve Gon, 
who having wrung out the black &c.J—Or, en thou fhalt have 
drop, or feed of original fin, wafh- finifhed thy prayer, labour in preach- 
ed and cleanfed the fae and filled ing the faith (3). 


(1) Al Betpawt, Yauya, V. Anv’xr, vit. Moh. p.g. & 33. Prin. 
Life of Mah. p. 105, &. (2) Al Bexoawi, (3) Idem. 


lig CHAP. 
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C HA P. XCV. 
Intitled, The Fig; where it was revealed is 
difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


Y the fig, and the oliye*; and by mount Sina, 

and this territory of fecurity °:. verily we created 
man of a moft excellent fabric; afterwards we ren- 
dered him the vileft of the vile?: except thofe who 
believe, and work righteoufnefs; for they fhall re- 
ceive an endlefs reward. What therefore fhall caufe 
thee to deny the day of judgment afier this‘? Is not 


Gop the moft wife judge ? 


° By the fig and theolive.J—Gon, 
fay the commentators, {wears by 
thefe two fruits, becaufe of their 
great ules and virtues: for the fig 
18 wholefome and of cafy digefion, 
and phyfically good to carry off 
phlegm, and gravel in the kidneys 
or bladder, and to remove obltruc- 
tions of the fiver and fpleeu, and 
alfo cures the piles, and the gout, 
&c. the olive produces oil, which 
is not only excellent to eat, but 
otherwife ufeful for the compound- 
ing of ointments (1}; the wood of 
the olive tree moreover is good for 
¢leanfiug the teeth, preventing their 
growing rotten, and giving a good 
odour to the mouth; for which 
reafon the prophets and Mohammed 
in particular, made ule of no other 
for tooth-picks (2). 

Some, however, fnppofe that thefe 
words do not mean the, fruits or 
trees above-mentioned, but two 
mountains in the holy Jand, where 
they grow in plenty; or elfe tke 
temple of Damafcus and that at 
Jerufalem (3). : 

This territory of fecurity.]—viz. 
The territory of Mecca (4). Thefe 


(1) Idem, Al Zamaxu. 
Yauva, Al Bervawi, Jarra. 


WV. 


(2) Al Zaman. 


words feem to argue the chapter to 
have been revealed there. 

* We created man of a moft excel= 
lent fabric; afterwards we rendered 
him the vileft of the vile. J—i. e. as 
the commentators generaily expound 
this paflage, We created man of 
comely proportion of body, and great 
perfe@ion of mind ; and yet we have 
doomed him, in cafe of difobedience, 
to be an inhabitant of hell, Some, 
however, underfland the words of 
the vigorous conftitution of man in 
the prime and flrength of his ages 
and of his miferable decay when he 
becomes old and decrepit: but they 
feem rather to intimate the perfeét 
flate of happinefs wherein man was 
originally created, and bis fall from 
thence, in confequence of Adam’s 
difobedience, toa fate of mifery in 
this world, and becoming liable to 
one infinitely more miferable in the 
next (5}. 

* What hall cavfethee to deny the 
day of judgment after this?]~Some 
fuppofe thele words dire@ed to Mo- 
hammed, and others to man in ge- 
neral, by way of apoftrophe. 


. (3) Idem, 
(4) See the Prelim. Difc. fe&. 


CHAP, 


(5) V. Marrac. in lot. p. 809. 
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CHAP. XCVI. 


as 


Intitled, Congealed Blood ; revealed at 
Mecca’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


EAD, in the name of thy Lorn, who hath 

created all things; who hath created man of 
congealed blood. Read, by thy moft beneficent 
Lonp*; who taught the ufe of the pen; who teach- 
eth man that which he knoweth not. Affuredly. 
Verily man becometh infolent, becaufe he feeth him- 
felf ‘abound in riches’. Verily unto thy Lorp fhall 
‘be the return of all. What thinkeft thou as to him 
who forbiddcth our fervant, when he prayeth*? 
What thinkelt thou; if he follow the right dire&tion ; 
or command picty ? What thinkeft thou; if he ac- 
cufe the divine revelations of fallehood, and turn his 
back ? Doth he not know that Goo feeth? Affuredly, 


Verily, if he forbear not, we will drag him by the 
forelock’, the lying, finful forelock. And jet him 


“The fir five verfes of this 
chapter, ending with the words, 
Who taught man that which he knew 
not, are generally allowed to be the 
firfl palfxge of the Koran which was 
revealed, though fome give this ho- 
nour to the 74th chapter, and others 
to the firft, the next, they fay, be- 
ing the 68th. . 

© Of congealed blood.]—At! men 
being created of thick or concreted 
blood (1), except only of Adam, 
Eve, and Jefus (2). 

* Read, by thy moft beneficent 
Loro.J—Thefe words, containing 
a repetition of the command, are 
fuppoled to be a reply to Moham- 
med, who in anfwer to the former 
words {poken by the angel, had de- 
clared that he could not read, being 
perfeétly illiterate ; and intimate a 
promife that Gov, who had infpired 








(2) See chap. 22 p. 166, 
(4) Idem. ee 


1i4 


(2) Yaura. 


man with the art of writin, , would 
gracioufly remedy this defettin him 


~ Verily man becometh infolent, 
&c.J—The commentators agree the 
remaining part of the chapter to have 
been revealed againft Abu Jah], Moe 
hammed’s great adverfary. 

= He who forbiddeth our fervant 
when he prayeth.J-—-For Abu Jabl, 
threatened, that if he catched Mo- 
hammed in the aét of adoration, he 
would fet his foot on his neck + 
but whem he ‘came and faw him in 
that pofture, he fuddenly turned 
eback as in a fright; and being afked 
what was the matter, faid, there 
was a ditch of fire between himfelf 
and Mohammed, and a terrible ap- 
pearance of troops, to defend him 


¥ See chap. 12. p. 25. not. *. 


(3) Al Barpawt. 
call 
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call his council * to his affiftance : we alfo will call the 
infernal guards to caft him into hell. Affuredly. 
Obey him not: but continue to adore GOD; and 
draw nigh unto him.. 


Cuar. 97. 


= Let him call his council.}—i. e. 


principal Meccans, the far greater 
The council or affembly ‘of the 


Part of whom adhered to Abu Jahl. 


CHAP. XCVIIL 
Intitled, aL Kapr; ‘where it was revealed is 
difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


ERILY we fent down the Koran in the night 

of au Kapr* And what fhall make thee 
underftand how excellent the night of ax Kapp is? 
The night of av Kanr is better than a thoufand 
-months. Therein do the angels deféend, and the 
fpirit Gannirt alfo, by the permiffion of their 
Lorp, with his decrees concerning every matter. 


It is peace, until the rifing of the morn. 


* The night of al Kadr.J—The 
word al Kadr fignifies power, and 
honour or dignity, and alfo the di- 
vine decree; and the night is fo 
named either from its excellence a- 
bove all other nights in the year, 
or becaufe, as the Mohammedans 
believe, the divine decrees for the 
enfuing year are annually on this 
nighe fixed and fettled, or taken 
from the preferved table by Gon’s 
throne, and given to the angels to 
be exeeuted (1). On thjs_ night 
Mohammed received his firfl revela- 
tions; when the Koran, fay the 
commentators, was fent down from* 


(1) See chap. 44. p. 363. 


the aforefaid table, entire and in 
one volume, to the loweft heaven, 
from whence Gabriel revealed it to 
Mohammed by parcels, as occafion 
required. _ 

The Mo§em doftors are not a- 

ced where to fix the night of al 

adr: the greater part are of opini- 
on that itis one of the ten laft nights, 
of Ramadan, and, as is commonly 
believed, the 7th of thofe ni; hes, 
reckoning backwards; by which 
means it will fall between the 23d 
and 24th days of that month (2), 

See the preceding note, and 

chap. 44. p. 363. 


(2) Al Zamaxu. Al Brrpawi, Jauuar. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XCVII. 


Intitled, The Evidence‘; where it was re- 
vealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gob. 


HE unbelievers among thofe to whom the 

fcriptures were given, and among the idola- 
‘ters, did not ftagger‘, until the clear evidence * had 
come unto them: an apoftle from Gon, rehearfing 
unto them pure books of revelations ; wherein are con- 
tained right difcourfes. Neither were they unto 
whom the feripturcs were given divided among 
themfelves, until after the clear evidence had come 
unto them', And they were commanded no other 
in the f{criptures than to worfhip Gop, exhibiting unto 
him the pure religion, and being orthodox ; and to 
be conftant at prayer, and to give alms*: and this is 
the right religion. © Verily thofé who believe not, 
among thofe who have received the fcriptures, and 
among the idolaters, fhall be caft into the fire of hell, 
to remain therein for ever. Thefe are the worft of 


© Some intitle this chapter, from 
the firft words, Did not. 

4 Did not flagger.jJ—-i. e. Did not 
waver in their religion, or in their 
promifes to follow the trugh, when 
an apoftle fhould come unto them. 
For the commentators pretend that 
before theappearance of Mohammed, 
the Jews and Chriftians, as well as the 
worthippers of idols, unanimoufly 

* believed and expefted the coming of 
the prophet, until which time they 
“declared they would perfevere intheir 
ref{pe&tive religions, and then would 
follow him : but when he came, they 
rcjeGted him through envy (1). 

© The clear evidence. }—viz. Mo- 


{1) lidem. 


(2) Tider. 


hammed, or the Koran. 

* Were not divided among them- 
felves, until after the clear evidence 
had come unto them. ]-But when the 
promifed apoftle was fent, and the 
truth became manifeft to them» 
they withftood the cleareft convidti~ 
on, differing from one another in 
their opinions ; fome believing and 
acknowledging Mohammedto be the 
prophet foretold in the fcriptures, 
and others denying it (2). 

#They were commanded no other 
than to worhip Gon, &c.J——But 
thefe divine precepts in the law and 
the gofpel have they corrupted, 
changed, and violated (3). 


(3) lidem. 
creatures, 
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‘creatures. But they who believe, and do good : 
works; thefe are the beft of creatures: their reward . 
with their Lorp fhall be gardens of perpetual abode, 
through which rivers flow ; they fhall remain therein 
for ever. Gon will be well pleafed in them; and 
they fhall be well pleafed inhim. T his is prepared 
for him who fhall fear his Lorp. 


Cuar. gg. 


C H A PP. XCIX. 
Intitled, The Earthquake; where it was re-" 
vealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the earth fhall be fhaken by an earth- 

quake*, and the earth fhall caft forth her 
burthens'; and a man fhall fay, What aileth her? 
On that day the earth fhall declare her tidings, for 
that thy Lox» will infpire her*, On that day men 
thall_ go forward in diftinét claffes, that they may 
behold their works. And whoever fhall have wrought 
good of the weight of an ant’, fhall behold the fame. 
‘And whoever fhall have wrought evil of the weight 
of anant, fhali behold the fame. 


& When the earth fhall be fhaken, 
&c.J—This earthquake will happen 
at the firfl, or, as others fay, at the 
fecond bla(t of the trumpet (1). 

§ Tes burthens. J-viz. The treafures 
and dead bodi s within it (2). 

* The earth {hall declare her tid- 
ings, &c.}——i. e- Will inform all 
creatures of the occafion of her 


trembling, and cafting forth her trea- 
fures and her dead, by the circum. 
fiances which thall immediately at- 
tend thein. Some fay, the carth 
will, at thelaft-day, be miraculoufly 
enabled.to fpeak, and will give evi- 
deuce of the ations of her inhabi- 
tavts (3). 
1 See chap. 4. p. 102. not. ', 


(1) Al Zamaxu. Al Brrpawr. See the Prelim. Dife. fe€t. IV. p. 309. 
lon 


(2) See chap. 84. p- 48% 
fe&. IV, p. 116, 


(3) Al Berpawr. See the Prelim. Di 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. C. 


Intitled, The War-Horfes which run fwiftly ; 
where it was revealed is difputed, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


B* the war-horfes which run {wifily to the battle, 
with a panting noife; and by thofe which ftrike 
fire, by dafhing their hoofs againft the ftones; and 
by thofe which make a fudden incurfion on the enemy 
early in the morning, and therein raife the duft, and 
thercin pafs through the midit of the adverfe troops": 
verily man “is ungrateful to his Lorn; and he is wit- 
nefs thereof: and. he is immoderate in the love of 
woridly good. Doth he not know, therefore, when 
that which is in the graves fhall be taken forth, and 
that which is in men’s breatts fhall be brought to light, 
that their _Lorp will, on that day, be fully informed 
concerning them ? 

™ By the warhorfes which run interpret all the parts of the oath of 
fwifty, &c.J—Some will have it that the human fout (2) ; but their expli- 
not horfes, byt the camels which cations feem a little forced, and 


went to the battle of Bedr, are therefore I choofe to omit them. 
meant in this paflage (1). Others 


(1) Yauya. ex. trad. Ali Ebn Abi Taleb. {2) Al Berpaws. 


CHAP. CL 
Intitled, The Striking; revealed at Mecca. 
In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


HE firikings! What, is the ftriking? And 
what fhall make thee to underitand how terri- 

ble the ftriking will be? On that day men fhall be 
» The firiking.J—This is one of laft-day, becaufe it will flrike the 
the names or epithets given tothe hearts of all creatures with terror (1). 


{t) Idem, Jariar, 


7 like 


time : hereafter fhall ye know your folly. 


At K ORAN. Cuap. 102. 


like moths f{cattered abroad, and the mountains fhall 
become like carded wool of various colours driven | 
by the wind. Moreover he whofe balance fhall be 
heavy with good works, hall lead a pleafing life : but 
as to him whofe balance fhall be light, his dwelling fhall 
be the pit of hell. What fhall make thce to underftand 
how frightful the pit of hell is? It is a burning fire. 
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Joweft dungeon of hell, and proper 


° The pit of hell.J]—The orginal 
ly fignifies a deep pit or gulf, 


word Hawiyat is the name of the 


CH A P. CH. 


Intitled, The emulous Defire of multiplying; 
where it was revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


T 


graves". 


HE emulous defire of multiplying riches and 
children employeth you, until ye vifit the 
By no means fhould ye thus cmploy your 
Again, By 
no means: hereaftcr fhall ye know your folly. By 
no means: if ye .knew the confequence hereof with 
certainty of knowledge, ye would not aé thus. Verily 
ye fhall fee hell: again, ye fhall furely fee it with the _ 
eye of certainty. ‘Then ‘fhall ye be examined on that 
day, concerning the pleafures with which ye have 
amufed yourfelves in this life. - — - 


of Sahm, which of the two families 


» The emulons defire of multiply- 
ing uches and children employeth 
vou, until ye vifit the graves. J—1. e. 
Until ye die. According to the ex- 
pofition of fome commentators, the 
words fhould be rendered thus 
‘The contending or vying in numbers 
whollyemployeth you, fo that ye vifit 
even the graves, to number the 
dead: to explain which, they relate 
that there was a great difpute and 


contention between the defe ts 
Me eG OE pee) me cee, an Bar 








were the more numerous; and it 
being found on calculation, that 
the children of Abd Meniaf exceeded 
thofe of Sahm, the Sabmites faid 
that their numbers had been much 
diminifhed by wars inthe time of 
ignorance, and infifted that the 
dead, as well as the living, fhould 
be taken into the account; and by 
this way of reckoning they’ were 


found to be more than the defcen- 
abanapen? bed gianna nuaag aa 
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CHAP. CI. 
Intitled, The Afternoon; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the 


moft merciful Gon. 


Y the afternoon’; verily man employeth himfelf 
in that which will prove of lofs: except thofe 
who believe, and do that which is right; and who 


. mutually recommend the 


truth, and mutually recom- 


mend perfeverance unto each other. 


* By the afternoon. ]-Or the time 
from the fun’s declination to his fet- 
ting; which is one of the five ap- 


C HA 


pointed times of prayer. The ori- 
ginal word alfo fignifies, The age, 
‘ox time in general. 


Pp. CIV. 


Intitled, The Slanderer ; revealed at Mecca. 
In the riame of the moft merciful Gop. 

Wwe unto every flanderer, and backbiter': who 

heapeth up riches, and prepareth the fame for 

the time to come! He thinketh that his riches will ren- 

. der him immortal. By no means. He fhall furely be 

caft into an Hotrama*. And what fhall caufe thee to 


underftand what at Horama is? It is the kindled fire 
of Gop‘; which fall mount above the hearts of thofe 


who fhall be caft therein. 


Verily it fhall be as an 


arched vault above them, on columns of vaft extent. 


* Wo unto every flanderer and 
backbiter, &¢c.J—This paffage is faid 
to have been revealed againft al 
Akhnas Ebn Shoreik, or al Walid 
Ebnal Mogheira, or Ommeyya Ebn 
Khalf, who were all guilty of flan- 
dering others, and efpecially the pro- 
phet (1). 


(a) Tidem. (2) See the Prel. Dife 


° 

» Al Hotama.J——Is one of the 
names of hell, or the name of one 
of its apartments (2); which is fo 
called becaufe it will break in pieces 
whatever fhall be thrown into it. 

© It is the kindled fire of Gov. J—+ 
And therefore fhall not be extin- 
guifhed by any (3). 


.feQ IV. poten, (3) Al Brivigy:. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. CV. 


Intitled, The Elephant; revealed at Mecca; 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 
-AST thou not feen how thy Lorn dealt with. 


‘the matters of the elephant *? 


* Hew thy Loan dealt with the 
matters of the clephant.]~This chap- 
ter relates to the following picce of 
hiltory, which is famous 
Arabs. Abiaba Ebn al. S: 
namedal Afhram, i.e. the Sht-nofed, 
king or vicerov of Yaman, who was 
an Ethiopian (1), and of the Chrif- 
tran religion, having built a magni- 
ficent church at Sanda, with a d 
fign to draw the Arabs to go in 
aiunage thither, inflead of vifiting 
the temple of Mecca, the Koreith, 
obferving the devotion and cone 
courfe of the vilgtims at the Caaba 

al 
' 

















began confiderably to dimi 
ont Nofuil, a ispamed by fome, 
of the tbe of dinah, who eet. 
ting into the aforefaid charch by 
night, defled the altar and walls 
thereof with his excrements. At 
this profanation Abraha being high- 
ly incen'ed, vowed the deftruétion 
of the Caaba, and accordingly fee 
out avainft Me at the head of a 
confide:able anny, wherein were 
fevera} elephants, which he had ob- 
tained of the king of Eihiovia, their 
mimber being, as fume fi, thir 
teen, though others mention bat 
onc. ‘the’ Meccans, at the ap- 
preach of fo confidersble a holt, re- 
tired to othe on i 
tains, being unable te defers 
city or tempie: but Goo hiatelf 
undertook the proicdion of both, 
For when Abraha drew near to 
Mecea, and would have enteredit, 
the elephant on which he rede, 
which was a very large one, and 
named Mahmud, refuled to advauce 





























(2) See the Piclim. Dife 


Jaros. Asvir. ER. Gen 








19, 14. 
&c. See Pain. Life of Mah. p, 61, &e. 


Did he not 
make 


any nigher to the fown, but knelt 
down whenever they endeavoured - 
to force him that way, though he 
would rife and march brifkly enough 
if they turned him towards any 0+ 
ther quarter: and while matters 
were in this pofture, on a fudden a 
large flock of birds, like fwallows, 
came flying from the fea coaft, 
every one of which carried three 
flones, one in each foot, and one in 
its bill; and thefe flones they threw 
down upon the heads of Abraha’s 
mer, certainly killing every one 
they flruck.. Then Goo fent a. 
flood, which fwept the dead bo- 
dies, and fome of thofe who had 
not been flruck by the ftones, into 
the fea: the refl fled towards Ya- 
man, but perifhed by the way; 
none of them reaching Sanda, ex. 
cept only Abraba himfelf, who died 
foon after his arrival there, being 
firuck with a fort of plague or pu- 
trefagtion, fo that his body opened, 
and his Irmbs rotted off by piece- , 
meal. It is faid that one of Abra- 
ba’s army, nanfed Abu Yafedm, 
efcaped over the red fea into Ethi- 
opia, and going dircétly to the king, 
told him the tragical Glory ; and upon 
that prince’s afking him what fort of 
hirds they were, that had occafioned 
fuch a deftraction, the man pointed 
toone of them, which had followed 
him ali the way, and was at that ~ 
time hovering dire€ily over his head. 
when immediately’ the bird let fall 
the flone, and flruck him dead at the 
King’s feet (2). 
‘This remarkable defeat of Abraha - 
happened 





(2) Al Zamaxn. Al Bespaw?, 


add D’flesesc. Bibl. Orieut. Art. Abrahah, 
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make their treacherous defign an occafion of drawing 
-them into error; and fend again{ft them flocks of 
birds, which caft down upon them ftones of baked 


happened the very year Mohammed 
was bora, and as this chapter was 
revealed before the Hejra, and 
Within 54 years, at leaft, after it 
came to pals, when feveral perfons 
who could have detefted the lie, 
had Mohammed forged this ftory 
out of his own head, were alive, it 
. feems as if there was really fome- 
thing extraordinary in the matter, 
which might, by adding fome cir- 
cumflances, have been worked up 
intoa miracle,to his hands. Mar- 
racci (1) judges the whole to he ei- 
ther a fable, or elfe a feat of fome 
evil {yirits, of which he gives a pa- 
rallel Inftance, as he thinks, in the 
firange defeat of Brennus, when he 
was marching to attack the teniple 
of Apollo at Delphi (2), Dr. Pri- 
deaux diregtly charges Mobamined 
with coining this miacle, notwith- 
ftanding he might have been fo eafily 
difproved, and fuppofes, without 
any -foundation, that this chapter 
might not have been publifhed till 
Othman’s edition of the Koran (3), 
which was many years after, when 
all might be dead who could re- 
member any thing of the above-men- 
tioned war (4). But Mohammed 
had no occalton to coin fuch a mira- 
cle himfelf, to gain the temple of 
Mecca any greater venerasion: the 
Meccaus were but too fuperftitionily 
fond of it, and obliged him, agein 
his inclinations and original deliga, 
to make it the chicf place of his new 
invented worfhip. I _caanot, how- 
ever, but ebferve Dr. Pridcaux’s 
partiality oi this occafton, com- 
pared with the favourable reception 
he gives to the flory of the miracu- 
jous overthrow of Brennus and his 
army, which he concludes in the 


(1) Refut. ip Aicor. p. 893. 


book I. p. 25. aud authors there quoted. 


feet. IIL. p. 61. 






p. 173. 


(4) Prap. Life of Mah. p. 63, 64. 
ection, in the place above cited. 


clay ; 
following words: “ Thus was 
“ Goo pleafed in a very extra- 


“ 
“ 
‘ 
“ 
“ 
‘ 
“ 


ordinary manner to exttute his 
vengeance upon thofe facrilegi- 
ous wretches for the fake of re-- 
gion in general, how falfe and 
idolatrous foever that particular 
religion was, for which that tem- 
ple at Delphos was erctted (5).” 
If it be anfwered, that the Gauls 
believed the religion, to the devo= 
tions of which that temple was con- 
fecrated, to be true, (though that 
be not certain,) and therefore it 
was an impiety in him to offer vi- 
olence to it, wherefore Abraha ac- 
knowledged not the holinefs of the 
Caaba, or the worfhip there prac- 
tiled; I reply, Thar the doétor 

on occafion of Camby {es being killed 
by a wound he accidentally received 
inthe fame part of the body where 
he had before morally wounded the 
Apis, or bull worfhipped by the E- 
yyptians, whofe religion and wor- 
hip that prince moft certainly be- 
lieved to be falfe and fuperfitious, 
makes the fame refleGion; “ The 
“ Egyptians, fays he, reckoned this 
as an efpecial judgment from 
heaven upon him for that faa, 
and perchance they were not 
much out in it: for i feldom 
happening in-an’ affront given to 
any mode of worlbip, how erro~ 
neous foever it may be, but that 
religion is in general wounded 
sy, there are many inflances 
in hittory, wherein Goo hath 
very fignaily punifhed the pro- 
fanations of religion in the 
worlt @f times, and ander the 
work modes of heathen ido- 
“lary (6). 





{2} See Parp, Conneétion, part. TH. 
(3) See the Prelim. Dife, 
(§) Par. 
(6) Ibid. part. I. book IIL. 
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clay“; and render them like the leaves of corn eaten 


by cattle? 


* Stones of baked clay.J—Thefe 
flones were of the fame kind with 
thofe by which the Sodomites were 
dcftroyed (1), and were no bigger 
than vetches, though they fell with 
fuch fuiee as to pierce the helmet 


and the man through, paffing out 
at his fundament. “It is faid alfo 
that on each flone was written the 
name of him who: was to be flain 
by it. . 


(1) See chap. 11. p. 29. 


CHAP. CVI. 


Intitled, Korersu, revealed at Mecca, 


In the name of the molt merciful Gop. 


Po the uniting of the tribe of .oreisu*; their 


uniting in fending forth the caravan of merchants - 


and purveyors’ in winter and fummer: Jet them 
ferve the Loxp of this houle; who fupplieth them 


x For the uniting of the Koreifh.] 
—Some conne& thefe words with 
the following, and fuppofe the natu- 
ral order to be, Let them ferve the 
Lorp of this houfe, for the uniting, 
&c. Others conneét them with the 
Jaft words of the preceding chapter, 
and take the meaning to be, that 
Gon had fo deftroyed the army of 
Abraha, for the uniting of the Ko- 
teifh, &c. And the aft opinion is 
confirmed by one copy, mentioned 
by al Beidawi, wherein this and 
the preceding make but one chapicr. 
Tt may not be amifs to obferve that 
the ube of the Korcifh, the moft 
noble among all the Arabians, and 
of which was Mohammed himfe‘f, 
were the pofterity of Fehr, farnamed 
Koreiffs, the fon of Maice, the fon of 


(1) V. Gacnrer, Vic de Mab.t. 1. p.44, & 46. 


Prelim. Dilc. p. 3. 


al Nadr, who was defcended in a 
right line from Ihmae]l. Some wri- 
ters fay that al Nadr bore the furs 
name of Koreifh, but the mor¢ re- 
ceived opinion is, that it was his 
frandfon Fehr, who was fo called 


caufe of his intrepid boldnefs, the ~ 


word being a diminutive of Karth, 
which is the name of a fea-monfer, 
very ftrong and daring ; though there 
be other reafons given for its impo- 
fition (1). 

y Their uniting in fending forth 
the caravan, &c.|—It was Hafhem, 
the great grandfather of Mohammed, 


who firft appointed the two yéarly ‘~ 


caravans, here mentioned (2); one 
of which fet out in the winter for 
Yaman, and the other in fummer 
for Syria (3). 


{e) See the 


(3; Al Zamaxn. Jariac. Al Berpawi. 


- with 
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with food againtt hunger’, and hath rendered them 


fecure from fear*. 


= Who fupplicth them with food 
againft hungér.J—By means of the 
atorefaid caravans of purveyors; or, 
Who fupplieth them with food in 
time of a famine, which thofe of 
Mecca had fuffered (1). 


* And hath rendered them fecure 
from fear.]——By delivering them 
from Abraha and ‘his troops; or, by 
making the territory of Meccaa place 
of fecurity. 


(:) Idem. 


CHAP, CVI. 


Intitled, Neceffaries; where it was revealed is 
difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


W HAT thinkeft thou of him who denicth the 


future judgment as a falfehood? It is he who 


pufheth away the orphan” 
to feed the poor. 


Wo be unto thofe who pray, 


and ftirreth not up others 
and 


who are negligent at their prayer; who play the hypo- 
crites, and deny neceflaries* to the needy. 


» Who putheth away the orphan. J 
—The perton here intended, accord- 
ing to fome, was Abu Jabl, who 
turned away an orphan,, to whom he 
‘was guardian, and who came to him 

“naked, and afked for fome relief out 
of his own money. Some fay it was 
Abu Sofian, who having killed a ca- 
me}, when an orphan begged a iece 
of the fiefh, beat him away with his 
ftaff; and others think it was al Wa- 
Jid Ebn al Moghcira, &c. 

© Neceffaries.|——The _origical 


Vou. IT. 


Kk 


word al Main properly fignifics 
utenfils, or whatever 1s of neceffary 
ule, asa hatchet, a pot, a difh, and a 
needle, to which fome add a bucket, 
and a hand-mill; or, wccording to a 
tradition of Ayefha, fire, water, and 
falt; and this fignification it bore in 
the time of ignorance : but fince the 
eftablifhment of the Mohammedan 
religion, the word has been ufed to 
deasote alms, either jegal, or volun- 
tary j@ which feems to be the truc 
meaning in this place. 


CHAP. 
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CH-AP. CVIIL 


Intitled, a Cawruar; revealed at Mecca’, 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 


Vr LY we have 
Wherefore 

vidims ¢, 

childlefs &, 


¢ There are fome, however, who 
think it to have been revealed at 
Medina. 

._£ Al Cawthar.J—This word fie- 
nifies abundantly, efpecially ‘of good, 
and thence the pitt of wildom and 
prophecy, the oran, the office of 
interceflor, &e. Or it may imply 
abundance of children, followers, and 
the hike. Tt is generally, however, 
expounded of a river in paradife of 
that name, whence the water is de. 
rived into. Mohammed’s pond, of 
which the blefled are to drink before 
their admiflion into that lace (1). 
According to a tradition of the pro- 
phet’s, this river, wherein his Lorp 
promifed him abundant good, is 
{weeter than honey, whiter than 
milk, cooler than fhow, and 
fmoother than cream sits banks are 
of chryfolites, and the veflels to 
drink thereout, of filver ; and thofe 
who drink of it fhall never thirft (2). 

Euthymius Zigabenus (3), inflead 
of Cauthar, reading Canthar, fup- 
pofes the word to have the fame 
fignification in Arabic as in Greek, 
and tanflates the two firft verles of 

a 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. £4. Vv, 


atta. &e, 
P. 29. fy) Jarnac. 


pray unto thy Lorn; 
Verily he who hateth 


p. 126, y 
(3) In Panoplia dogmat. inter. Sy raurci1 Saracenic, 
+ 


given thee ax Cawrnar ee 


and flay the 
thee fhall be 


the chapter thus; “Hysis Beddnapasy 
Joe Toy xckySepoy x tubs opis rly 
xipiéy oe, x ogator. i.e, We have 
given thee the beetle ; wherefore 
pray unto thy Lor, and flay it: and 
then he cries out, O wonderful and 
magnificent factifice, worthy of the 
leyiflator } 
* Pray unto 

the vidtims,J— 
crificed, at the 


thy Lorn, and flay 
Which are to be fas 
pilgrimage, in the 
valley of Mina, Beidawi ex. 
plains the words thus: Pray with fer- 
vency and intenfe devotion, not out 
of hypoczify; and flay the fatted 
camels and oxen, and diflribute the 
ficth among the poor: for he fays 
this chapter is the Counterpart of the 
preceding, exhorting to thofe vite 
tues which are oppofite to the vices 
there condemned. 

* He who hateth thee fhall he 
childlels.J—Thefe words were re. 
vealed againft al As Ebn Wayel, 
who, on he death of al Kafem, Me- 
hammed’s fon; called that prophet 
Abrar, which fignilies one who has 
uo children, or pofterity (4)- 


(2) Al Beroawr, 


CHAP, 


Cyl 'i 10. Au 


KORAN. 


515 


CHAP. CIX. 


Intitled, The Unbelievers; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


AY: O unbelievers*, I -will not worfhip that 
which ye worfhip; nor will ye worfhip that 
which I worfhip. Neither do I worfhip that which 
ye worfhip; neither do ye worfhip that which I 


worthip. 
ligion, 


4 © unbelievers, &c.}—-It is faid 
that certain of the Koreifh once pro- 
. pofed to Mohammed, that if he 
would worlhip their gods for a year, 


Ye have your religion, and I my re- 


they would worfhip his Gon for the 
fame {pace of time ; upon which this 
chapter was revealed (1). 


(:) Idem, Al Berpaws. 


“CHAP. CX. 


Intitled, Affiftance; revealed at Mecca. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


HEN the affiftance of Gon fhill come, and 
the vi€tory'; and thou fhalt fee the people 
enter into the religion of Gop by troops‘: celebrate 


* When the affiftance of Go thall 
come, and the viftory.}—i. e. When 
Gop fhall caufe thee to prevail over 
thy enemies, and thou fhalt take the 
city of Mecca. 

k And thou fhalt fee the people 

: enter into the religion of Gop by 


° 
troops. | Which happened in the 
ninth ycat of the Hejra, when, Mo- 
hbammed having made himfelf mafter 
of Mecca, and obliged the Koreith to 
fubmit to him, the reft of the Arabs 
came to him in great numbers, and 
profefled Iflam (1). 


(1) See the Prelim. Dife. feat. II. p. 73- 


gbd 


AL KRL.UR A-N. 
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the praife of thy Lorn, and afk pardon of him! 3 for. 


he is inclined to forgive. 


‘Celebrate the praife of thy Lor, 
&c.]—Moft of ‘the commentators 
agree this chapter to have been re- 
vealed before the taking of Mecca, 
and fuppofe it gave ‘Mohammed 
watning of his death; for they fay 
that when he read it al Abbas wept, 
aid bert alked by the prophet, what 
was.the reafon of his weeping, an- 
fwered, Becaufe it biddeth thee to 


prepare for death ; to which Moham= 
med replied, Ic is as thou fayeft (1). 
And hen¢e, adds Jallalo’ddin, atier 
the revelation of this chapter, the 
prophet was more frequent in praifin, 
and alking pardon of Gon; becaufe 
he thereby knew that his end apy, 
proached: for Mecca was taken in the 
8th year of the Hejra, and he died 
in the beginning of the roth. 





(2) Al Betpaw:. 


CHAP. 


CXI. 


Intitled, Anu Lanes; revealed at Mecca. 


Tn the name of the molt merciful Gop. 


HE hands of Anu 


T he fhall perifh, 


him, neither that which 





© The h of Abu Laheb thalt 
perifi.|—Atu Laheb was the far- 
uname of Abd’al Uzza, one of dhe fons 
of Abd’almoualleb, and uncle to Mo- 
hammed. He was a mott bitter cnes 
uty to his ncphew, aud oppoted the 
cfablifhinent of bis new religion to 
the utmott of his power. Wher that 
prophet, in obedience to the coms 
mand he bad received to adm: 
his acar relations (1), bad called them 
all together, and told them that he 
Was a warner fent unto them hefore 
# grievous chaftifement, Abu Laheb 
crted 01 vet chow perifh ! hat 
thou called us together for thts? and 
took upa himy Where- 
upon this pallage was revealed / 

By the hands of Abu Laheh tome 
niators, by a fynecdoche, une 
dertland his perfon; oth--rs, by a mez 
tonymy, bis alfairs is general, ihey 






















{1) See the Prelim. Dife. 


feat. IL. p, 56, 57. 
rat. &e, (3) Asu'cs. vit. Moht pay” 


Lanes hall perifh™, and 
His riches fhall not 
he hath gained. He fhall 


profit 


being tranfaMed with thofe mem« 
ig 7 Haare 
bers; or his hopes in this world, and 


the uext, 

” And he thal perith.]—He died 
of grief and vexation at the defeat his 
friends had reccived at Bedr, furviv- 
ing that misfortune but 7 days (3). 
They add, that’ his corps was left 
above greund three days, till it flank, 
and then fome negroes were hired to 
bury him (4). 

¢ His riches thal} not profit him, 

<¢.J——And accordingly his great 
poffeffions, and the rank and eficem 
in which he lived at Mecca, were of 
no fervice to him, nor could proteat 

im again the vengeance of Gop. 
A! Beidawi mentions alfo the lols of 
his fon Otha, who was torn to 
pieces by a lion, in the way to Syria, 
though furrounded by the whole 
caravan, ‘ 


(2) Al Berpawr, Jar~ 
(4) Al Betpawi. eh 
go 
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go down to be burned into flaming fire”: and his wife 
‘alfo%, bearing wood’, having on her neck a cord of 
twifted fibres of a palm-tree. 


® Flaming fire.]—Avrab. nar dhat 
laheb; alluding to the furname of 
Abu Laheb, which fignifies the fa- 
ther of flames. 
» «@ His wife. |-Her name was Omm 
Jemil; the was the daughterof Harb, 
and fifter of Abu Sofian. 





* Bearing wood. For fuel in 
hell; becaufe fhe fomented the ha- 
tred which her hufband bore to Mo- 
bammed; or, bearing a bundle of 
thorns and brambl:s, beggtfe the 
carried fuch, and ftrewed them by 
night in the prophet’s way (1). 


(1) Idem, Janran. 


CHAP. CXIL, 


Intitled, The Declaration of Gon's Unity’; 
where it was revealed is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gon. 


AY, GOD is one Gop; the eternal Gop: he 
AQ) begetteth not, neither is he begouen: and there 
is not any one like unto him, 


+ This chapter is held in particular 
veneration by the Mohammedans, 
and declared, by a tradition of their 
prophet, to be equal in value to a 
third part of the whole Koran. It is 


faid to have been revealed in anfwer 
to the Koreifh, who afked Moham- 
med concerning the diftinguilhing 
attributes of the Gon he invited 
them to worfhip (1), 


(1) Tidem. 


CHAP. CXIIL 


Intitled, The Day-break; where it wag revealed 
is difputed. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop, 
Sie I fly for refuge unto the Lorn of the day- 


break ', that he may deliver me from the mifchief 


t The dav-break.J—The original 


of 


and denotes, fays al Beidiwi, the 


bis AL 


mifchief of the night, 


KRORAN, 
of thofe things which he hath created . 


Cuar, 113, 
and from the 


when it cometh on “, and 


from the mifchief of women blowing on knots*; and? 


‘from the mifchief of the 


from the darknefs of privation to the 
light of exiflence, and efpecially of 
thofe things which proceed from 
others, #5 {prings, rain, plants, chil- 
aren, &c."and hence it is ufed more 
particularly to fignify the breaking 
forth of the light from darknefs, 
which is a moft wonderful infance 
of the divine power. 

° From the mifchief of thofe things 
which he hath created. }—i. ¢. From 
the mifchiefs proceeding either from 
the perverfenels and evil choice of 
thofe beings which have a power to 
choofe, or the natural effets of ne- 
ceflary agents, as fire, poifon, &c. 
the world being ‘good in the whole, 
though evils may follow from thofe 
two cafes (1), 

“ From the mifchief of the night, 
when it cometh an.J-—Or, as the 
words may be rendered, From the 
mifchie€ of the mon, when the is 
eclipfed. 

* From the mifchief of women 
blowing on knots. J——That is, of 
witches, who ufed to tie knots ina 
cord, and to blow on them, atterin, 
at the fame time certain Magica 


{1) Al Berpawr. 


Brroawi, Jatcaro’ppry, 


(2) V. Virern. in Pharmaccutria. 


envious, when he envieth, 
‘ 


words over them, in order to work 
on, or debilitate the perfon they had 
amindto injure, This was a com. 
mon pragtice in former days (2): 4 
what they call in France Nouér le 
guillette, and the knots which the 
wizards in the northern parts tie, 
when they fell mariners a wind, (if 
the Rories told of them be true,) are 
alfo relics of the fame fuperftition. 

The commentators relate, that 
Lobeid, a Jew, with the affiftance of 
his daughters, bewitched Moham- 
med, by tying eleven knots on a 
cord, which they hid in a well; 
whereupon Mohammed falling ill, 
Gon revealed this chapter and the 
following, and Gabriel acquainted 
him with the ufe he was to make of 
them, and of the place where the 
cord was hidden; according to 
whofe direfions the prophet fent 
Ali to fetch the cord, and the fame 
being brought, he ated the two 
chapters over it, and at every verfe 
(for they confit of eleven) a knot 
was loofed, till on finifhing the lat 
words, he was éntirely freed from 
the charm (3). 


(3) Al 


CHAP’ 


Cuar. 114, Ar KORAN. - 519 


CHAP. CXIV. 


Intitled, Men; where it was revealed is 
difputed ’. 


In the name of the moft merciful Gop. 


‘AY, I fly for refuge unto the Lor of men, the 
king of men, the Gop of men, that he may de- 
liver me from the mifchicf of the whifperer who flyly 
withdraweth*, who whifpereth evil fuggeftions into 
the breafts of men; from genii and men. 


y This chapter was revealed on draweth.}-—~i. e. The devil; who 
the fame occafion, and at the fame withdraweth when a man mention- 
time with the former. eth Gon, or hath recourfe to his 

© The whifperer who flyly with- _ proteétion. 
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ARON, vid. Mofes. 

Abda’llab Ebn Obba So- 
Hil, the hypocrite, admired for 

his perfon and eléquence 
439 ne 
w= threatens to drive Moham- 
med from Medina 440 
——— raifes and inflames a fean- 
dalous ftory of Aycfha 188, 
woscge $89 Be 
———- is prefent at an interview 
between Mohammed and his 
adverfaries 270 Ne 
——— occafions a quarrel 389 n. 
~~ promifes to affift the Nadi- 
rites, but fails them  g2gn. 
Abda’lah Ebn Omm Machim, a 
blind man, occafions a paffage 
of the Koran +. 482n. 
Abdallah Ebn Rawaba, rebukes 
Ebn Obba 389 n. 
Abda’liah Ebn Salam} fuppofed 
to have affifted in compofing 
the Koran 89 n. 
" ——~ confounded by Dr.Prideaux 
with Salman she Perfian go n. 
Abd Menaf, a difpure between 
his defcendants and the Sah- 





4 Mites 508 n 
Abel, his ram facrificed by Abra- 
ham 


g1gm 
Abraha al Afhram, king of Ya- 
man, his expedition againft 
Mecca; the occafion and fuc- 
eefs thercof 510, & ny 


Abraham, demolifhes the idols 
of the Chaldeans 157, 158 
——— preaches to his peopie 247 
efcapes the fire into which 
he was ‘thrown by Nimrod‘s 
order 159 
~—— his praying for his father 
432 
279 
96 
-—~ receives the promife of 
Tfaac ibid, 
—— his facrifice of his fon 31g 
—— praifes God for Ifmael and 
Ifaac 67 
Ad, a potent tribe of Arabs, de- 
ftroyed for their infidelity 180, 


215s 345» 3732 374s 406, 4945, 





——~ entertains the angels 


oe 495 
Adam, traditions concerning his 
creation 97 0. 4740. 





worfhipped by the angels 
7%, 104, 120, 324 
Adoption creates no matrimonial 
impediment 270 
Adverfaries, the Mpute of two 
terfhinated by David 319 
Ahmed? the name under which 
Mohammed was foretold by 
® Chrift 436 
Al Abkaf, the habitation of the 
Adites 370 
Al Akhnas, ahypocrite 453 1. 
Alexander, vid. Dhu’tkarnein. 
Ali, the abftinence and charity of 
‘him and his family 475 n. 
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Allat, an idol of the Korcith 402 
Alms recommended 418, 425 
Amer and Arbad, attempt to kiil 
Mohammed, and their punifh- 
ment 56 n. 
Ammiér Ebn Yafer, tortured by 
the Koreith on account of his 
tath gi ne 
Amru Ebn Lohbai, the great in- 
troduter of idolatry among 
the Arabs 4n 
Anam, the name of Lokman’s 
fon 263 
Angels, their original 323 
——~ worfhip Adam, vid. Adam 
—— impeccable 120 ne 
—— of different forms and or- 


ders 295 
—— not the objets of worfhip 
177 


—— the number of them which 
fupport God’s throne 457 
—— are deputed to take an ac- 
count of men’s aftions 392 
«-— fome of them appointed to 
take the fouls of men 480 
=—— to prefide over hell, and 
to keep guard againft the de- 
vils 470 
-—— believed by the Arabs to 
be daughters of God 82, &c. 
-—— appear to Abraham and 
Lot 27,28, 396 
Animals, created of water 196 
Ants, the valley of 222 
-—— their queen’s fpeech to 
‘ them on the approach of So- 
lomon’s a-my ibid. 
Apoitles, two of them fent to 
preach gt AGcioch gou 
Arabians, their cuftoms ir rela- 
tion to divorce 7270 De 
——— to adoption a7i Me 
——— in burying their daughters 
alive - 484 
—— their fuperftitions in rela- 
tion to eating 1 
=——- deem the birth of a daugh- 
ter a misfortune 82 


Arbad, vid, Amer, 


Al Arem, (the inundation of) 289 
Al Aé Ebn Wayel, an enemy of 
Mohammed 75 1. 136 
Afaf, Solomon’s vizir 225 Ne 
Afhadd (Abu’l) bis extraordinary 
ftrength 497 ne 
Afia, the wife of Pharaoh, mar- 
tyred by her hufband for be- 
eving in Mofes 449. 
-—— is taken alive into paradife 





ibid. 

one of the four perfec 
women ibid, 
Aflam 82 n. 


Al Afwad Ebn Abd. Vaghith, al 
Afwad -Ebn al Motalleb, two 
oi Mohammed's evemies 75n. 

Ayetha, Mohammed's wife; the 
ftory of her accufation 188, 

189n, 

Azrajl, a ory of him and Solo- 
mon 266 n, 


B. 
AAL, the chief idol of the 


Chaldeans 147 Ne 
Babel, the tower of, deftroyed 


78 n 

Backbiting, vid. flander 
Bakhtnafr, vid. Nebuchadnezzar, 
Balkis, queen of Saba, vifits So- 
lomon, and her reception 226 
——~ her legs hairy 226, 227 n, 
—— marries Solomon ibid. 
Al Bazzakh, what 185 n, 
Becr (Abu) bears teftimony to 
the truth of Mohammed’s jour~ 
ney to heaven 103 ne 
—— his wager with Obba Ebn 
Khalf 253 De 
purchafes Belal 493 1. 
Bees, made ufe of as a fanade 
4 
Believers, the fincere ones, de- 
feribed 178° 
Benjamin, fon of Jacob 46, &c, 
Birds, omens taken from them 

98 a 





Bleffed, . 


A TAB 
Bleffed, their future happinefs 


defcribed 306, 361 
Boheira, the monk gon 
Burden, every foul to bear its 

own 297 

Cc 
cm Ebn al Athraf, a Jew, 
Mohammed’s_inyeterate 

enemy 60 n 

s—— flainby hismeans ibid. 
427 


€aab Ebn Afad, perfuades the 
Jews in league with Moham- 
med to defert him: 276n, 
Al Caaba, appointed for a place 
, of worthip a 
¥Cafdr, a fountain in paradife 474 
Caleb, vid. Jothua . 
Camels, an inftance of God’s 
wifdom 93 
——— appointed for facrifice 172 
Canaan, an unbelieving fon of 
_ Noah 21 


LE, &c. 

David, makes breaft-plates 164 

his repentance for taking 
the wife of Uriah 319 

—— his and Solomon‘s judg- 
ment 160 


Days, appointed to commemo-+ 
rate God 





179 

Devil, vid. Ebtis. a 
Devils, the patrons of unbelievers 
° 219 


—— were permitted to enter all 
the feven heavens till the birth 
of Chrift yon 

Dhu’ikarnein, who he was 124 n, 

builds a wall to prevent 
the incurfions of Gog and 
Magog 126, &ew 

Dhu’lkefl, the prophet, opinions 
concerning him 162, 163 n. 

faves a hundred Ifraelites 

322 n, 








from flaughter 
Dhu’lnin, vid. Jonas. 
Dhu Nowas, king of Yaman, a 
Jew, perfecutes the Chriftians 
499 


Yeu—= caravans of purveyors fent Difputes to be carried on with 


out by the Koreith: 


512° 
Cattle, their ufe 


342, 343° Ditch, (War of the) 


mildnefs 250 
272, Kc. 


Al Cawthar, a river in paradifé “Divorce, law concerning it 280, 


Charity, recommended 
Chrift, vid. Jefus, 
hriftians, vid. Jews. 
‘ollars to be worn by the unbe- 
lievers in the life to come 55 
Commandments givers the Jews 
110 n, 
Congealed blood, the matter of 
which man is created 503 
Creation, fome account Of it- 


514 
474. 


201, 443 
Al Dorah, the celeftial model of 
the Caaba 398 ne 
Dying perfons, what part of the 
Korfn is ufually read to them 
300 Re 

E, 


ARTH, its creation 944 
is kept fteady by the 
mountains “\ 77; 262 





344, 345 Eamhquake, a fign of the ap- 


Crimes to be punithed with death 


~ preach of the laft-day 506. 


100 #£blis refufes to worfhip Adam at 


R . 


D™, kills Goliah 96 n. 
—— his extraordinary de- 
votlon 
-em— the birds and mountains 
fing praifes with him 287 


God’s command, and why 

a Jk, 104, 120, &ee 

Edris, fuppofed to be the fame 
¥ with Enoch 134, 


318 yEducation makes 2 man an infix 


del 


257 
Elephant (War of the) 


510 
Elias, 
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Elias, vid. al Khedr, 
Enoch, vid. Edris. 
Entering into houfes and apart- 
ments abruptly forbidden 191, 
198 
Efop, vid. Lokman. 
Eve, vid. Adam, : 
Examination of the fepulchre 





fn _ 379 
Exhortation to the worthip of 


God 336 

m——= to a good life 32; 33 
¥, 

Jpare, muft accompany good 

works 18 


s—— the reward of thofe who 
fight for it 97, 377, 435, &c. 
“—— apoftates from it to be put 
to death 190 
Famine, afti@s the Meccans 182 
—— ceafes at Mohammed’s in- 
terceffion. : 
Fatema, Mohammed’s daughter, 


<—— her charity 4747. 
Figs, their virtues §02n. 
Fire, the manner of ftriking it 

in the Eaft 307 
Flood, vid. Noah, 
Food, what kinds are forbidden 
: 932 199 
Forgivenets, to whom it belongs 
278 


J Al Forkin, one of the names of 





the Koran 2 201m 
J Fornication forbidden 190 
its punifhment 13 


Fountain of motten brafs lows 
for Solomon 288 


one of the four perfect women 4 
‘ 449 Nie’ —— knoweth 


G. 


GiREL, appears twice to 
Mohammed jin his proper 
form 401 
—— appears to the virgin Mary, 
and caufes her to conceive 130 
——— the duft of his horfe’s tect 
animate the golden calf 14 
——— commanded to affift Mo- 
hammed againft the Koreifh 
75 Ne 
=—— orders Mohammed to go 
againft the Koradhites 276 n. 
Garden (ftory of the} 453: 454 
Genii, fome of them converted 


on hearing the Korin 464 
Gop, provis of his exiftence 
: 256 

—— his omniprefence afferted 
b , 424 

—— his omnipotence 408 
—— his power and providence 


confpicuous in his works 16, 
1810.47 
ce affected 
286, 287. 349 
the . fecrets» of 


230. 
465 


eo : a, 
—— his omnifcien 


men’s hearts 
—~— and of futurity 


./—— five things known to him 


alone 266 n, 
—— his goodnefs. fet forth 2, 
773 404, 409 

-—— the aathor of all good 86 
his word, laws, and fen- 
tence unalterable 257, 393 
——— his mercy fet forth vok, 
° 241, 353+ 403 
© only giver of vidtory 





pana thi 


a wis . £54 
/-— his promife 10 the righte- 





ous 261 
Fountains of paradife 475, 487 his throne 16 
o/ Friday, fet apart by Mohammed yo praife-worthy 86, 492 


for public worfhip, and why. J 

438 n, 

A Fisgitives for the fake 6f relizion, 

thall be provided for and re- 
warded 195 





hath no ifue 10, 184, 315 


w—— nor fimilitude 261, 325 
refted yg the feventh day 
through wearinefs 394 


Gop, 








ee 7 
—— the miracle of his blood -—— drives 


Ato. 








- 425 ¥— his amour will 
; ryp ol ve 





A TABLE, &c. 


Mohammed, prophesies the defeat 
of the Perfians by the Romans 


. S, 253 
“Soa Teprehends his companions 
impatience 245 


w—— fpeaks by revelation 401 
~~ his dream at Medina 386 
=~ his doctrine compared with 

that of the other prophets 371 





of Gabriel 468 
= is reprehended for his neg- 
lect of a poor blind man 482 
“—-- demolifhes the idols of 
Mecca 107 
—— warned to prepafe for death 





. 506 
Mohammedans, the lukewarm 
deceive their own fouls 380 


-——— the fincere, their reward 


sae: 239 
—— their defcription ae 
Mofes, his ftory 139, &c. 210, 
&e, 2393, &e. 
—— his miraculous preferyation 
iu his infancy hegre ee 
—— the “impeétitién€ in his 
fpeech, how occafioned 140 n. 
—— kills an Egyptian, and flies 
into Midian 


} : 234 
——— is entertained by shows 
236 

— receives his rod from him 
ibid. na, 


—— fees the fire in the bufh go1 
w—— is fent to Pharaoh, and re- 
ceives the power of working 


miracles 110 
‘—— his tranfa@ions in Egypt 
12, &e, 


——— cleared from an unjuft af- 
perfion by > ftone’s running 
away with his clothes 285 n. 

w——~ reproved for his vanity 

l2in. 

—~— his expedition in fearch of 

4 al Khedr ibid. 

‘Moflems, V. Mohammedans, 
“Pilurder, laws concerning it 100, 
: 175 
Vou. IL e 


7 


is tef¥ified at the approach 


N. 
"AINTADIR (the tribe of) 


expelled Arabia 427-n. 
Nebuchadnezzar takes Jerufalem 
: ' 96 no. 
Night, part of it to be fpent in 
prayer 466 
Nimrod, his tower 78n. 


attempts to afedha to hea- 
ven 159 Ne 
his perfecution of Abraham, 
and his punifhment 160 ne 
Noah, his ftory 19, &c. 2145 
246, 461, &c. 

~—— his prayer 406, 462 | 
— his wife’s infidelity 448 
Al Nodar, introduces a Perfian 
Romance as preferable to the 
Koran 2610, 








oO. 


ATH, an extraordinary 
one 494 
violated 97 
* Obba Ebn Khalf, difputes aguinft 
the refurre@ion 76n. 
—~— his wager with Abu Becr 
ne 

—— is wounded by Mohammed 





204 n+ 

Oda Ebn Kais, an enemy of Mo-~ 
hammed 75 Te 
Offerings to Gop recommended 
Pion 

‘a large one made by Mo- 
hammed ibid. ne 


Okba Ebn Abi Moait, profeffes 
Iffain and apoRatizes £03 ny 
© publicly abufes Mohin- 





me: ibid. 
—— taken and beheaded at 
° ' Bede 204 1. 


Olive trees, grow at mount Sinai 


179 
Omm Salma, one of Mohammed’s. 


wives | 118 0. 
Opprobrious language ek 
3°9 

Li Orphans, 


4 TAB 

Orphans, not to be i 
~Oftrich’s egg, a fine woman’s 
fkin compared to it gio 
Othman Ebn Affan, fent by Mo- 
hammed to the Koreifh, is 
imprifoned 384 n. 
Othm4n Ebn Matin, his conver- 
fion occafioned by a paffage 
of the Koran 871. 
‘Oven, whence the firft waters of 
the deluge poured forth 20 n. 


Pp 


Pprrase 
195, 319, 328, 


/Paraclete, the Mohammedan Opi- 
nion concerning the perfon 


thereby meant 436 n. 
Paradife, defcribed 59s 3775 
411, key 


Parents, to be honoured 995 


373 


~—— make their children infidels 
: 257 
Patience, recommended B40 


\/ = the fign of me believer 


: : 3475 375 
~ Pen, with which Gou's decrees 
are written 452 


Perfecutors, their fentence 490 
Perfians, overcome by the Greeks 
253 n. 
Peter (St.) his ftratagem to con- 
vert thofe of Antioch go2n. 
Pharaoh, his ftory 11, &c. 232, 
&c. 397, &e. 
"~~ a punifhment ufed by ba 
I 

-—— his prefumption 359, ne 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, directions 
concerning it © 170, &e, 
«7, Poets cenfured 219 
Pomp of this life, of no yalue 
240 

Polygamy, vide Marriage. 
oe Prayer, commanded and enforced 
151, 250, 256, &c. 
ens concerning it 
106, 107, 111, 
ot before reading the Koran 89 


m—— direéti 


injured 500 o/ Prayer, for the penitent 


ES 65, 85, 117, py aaa miftaken in afferting Moz 


LE, &: 





Predeftination 
ride, abominable j; 
Gop ¢ 104 
Prideaux (Dr,} charges the Mo. 
hammedans withcruelty, with. 
‘out foundation ‘ 427 n, 
—— confounds Salman with 
Abd’allah Ebn Salam ~ gon 
-——~ his partiality as to theftory 
of Abraha’s overthrow 512, 
mifled by Erpenius 427 
~—— mifquotes a paffage of the 
Koran 445 1. 


9 
n the fight o 





hammed might marry his nieces 

A 28in. 

Prodigality, a crime 99” 

Prophets, rejected and perfecuted 
before Mohammed 

Brofperity or adverfity, no mark 
of Gon’s favour or disfavour 


496 
Q. 
UARRE LS, Between the 


true believers to be com. 
pofed 89 
Quietifm, Mohammedans ~ no 
ftrangerstoit 496, 497 


R 


Al AKIM, what 11g 
Af’ Rafs, various opi-, 

nions concerning it 205 
Religion, what is the right 565 
——— fighting for it commgnded 
and encouraged 172, 435 
—— divided into various fete 
a 181 

Refurretion afferted 102, 3925 
- 472, 489 
w—— defcribed * 185, 391, 392 
—— the figns of its approach 


- 4qe 
——— its time known to God, 

alone . 267 « 
Revenge allowed 175° 


Riches, | 








